THE e 
ADVENTURES 
O F 


Ferdinand Count Fathom. 


By the Author of Ropezick Ranpows. 


Materiam rifus, invenit ad omnes 
Occurſus hominum. a 

Ridebat curas, nec non et gaudia valgi z 
Interdum et lachrymas fundebat, _— 


VOL, IL 


LONDON: 4 
Printed for W. Jonxsrox, at the Golden Ball | 
| in St. Paul's Church-yard. ; 


— — — — — 


* 


— — 


— yy” ——_———_— 


* 

7 
- 
- 


THE 27777 by 
ADVENTURES 
OF 


Ferdinand Count Fathom. 


— _ 
* 


C HAP. XXXVI. 


He is ſmitten with the charms of a female aduen- 
turer, whoſe allurements ſubjeft him to a new 


viciſſitude of fortune, 


MONG thoſe who were diſtinguiſhed 
A by his gallantry, was the young wife of 

an old citizen of London, who had 
granted her permiſſion to reſide at the Hot-well 
for the benefit of ber health, under the eye and 
inſpection of his own ſiſter, who was a maiden 
f fifty years. The pupil, whoſe name was Mrs. 
rapwell, though low. in ſtature, was finely 
taped, her countenance engaging, though her 
omplexion was brown, her hair in colour ri- 
alled the raven's back, and her eyes emulated 
e luſtre of the diamond. Fathom had been 
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95 thought proper to furniſh him with the oppor- 


proved to his wiſh ; and ſo well did ſhe manage 


commerce, even after their return to Londen, 


und of ſuch violent paſſions, that ſhould he once 


_ keeper. The citizen, to prevent ſuch a cat 
trophe, took her to wife; but ſoon after percei!* 


2 The AbvzNTUxESs of 
ſtruck with her firſt appearance; but found it 
impracticable to elude the vigilance of her du. 
enna, ſo as to make a declaration of his flame; 
until ſhe herſelf gueſſing the ſituation of his 
thoughts, and not diſpleaſed with the diſcovery, 


tunity he wanted, by counterfeiting an indiſpo- 
fition, for the cure of which, ſhe knew his ad- 
vice would be implored. This was the begin- 
ning of an acquaintance, . which was ſoon im- 


her attractions, as in ſome' meaſure to fix the 
inconſtancy of his diſpoſition ; for, at the end 
of the ſeaſon, his paſſion was not ſated; and 
they concerted the means of continuing theic 


This intercourſe effectually anſwered the pur- 
poſe of the huſband, - who had been decoyed into 
matrimony, by the cunning of his ſpouſe, whom 
he had (privately kept as a concubine before 
marriage. Conſcious of her own precarious ſitua- 
tion, ſhe had reſolved to impoſe upon the infir- 
mities of Trapwell, and feigning herſelf preg- 
nant, gave him to underſtand ſhe could no lon- 

r-conceal her condition from the knowledge 
of her brother, who was an officer in the army, 
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diſcover her backſliding, he would undoubtedly 
wipe away the ſtains of his family-diſhonour 
with her own blood, as well as that of ber 


ing the trick which had been played upon bim, 
fer his invention at work, and at length contriſ 
ed a ſcheme which he thought would enable 
him, not only to retrieve his liberty, ns. of in. 

| emn 


 FexpinanD Count FAT Hox. 3 
demnify hümſelf for the mortification he had un- 
2117 WO: - 14 LIES Tre 17 1 4 . 
" ar from creating any domeſtic diſturbance, 
by upbraiding ber with her fineſſe, be ſeemed 
perſectly well pleaſed with his acquiſition ; and as 
he knew her void of any principle, and extremely 
addicted to pleaſure, he choſe proper occaſions 
to infinuate, that ſhe might gratify her own in- 
clination, and at the ſame time turn her beauty 
to good account. She joyfully liſtened to theſe 
remonſtrances, and in conſequence of their mu- 
tual agreement, ſhe repaired to Briſtol-ſpring, 
on pretence of an ill ſtate of health, accom» 
panied by her ſiſter-in-law, whom they did not 
think proper to intruſt with the real motive of 
ber journey. Fathom's perſon was agreeable, / 
and his finances ſuppoſed to be in flouriſhing 
order; therefore, the ſelected him from the 
m herd of gallants, as a proper ſacrifice to the 
le powers which ſhe adored; and on her arrival in 
4. London, made her huſband acquainted with the 
ir- importance of her conqueſt. Twit 
Trapwell overwhelmed her with careſſes and 
| praiſe for her diſcreet and dutiful conduct, and 
faithfully promiſed that ſhe ſhould pocket in her 
own privy purſe, one half of the ſpoils that 


ce i ſhould be gathered from her gallant, whom ſhe. 
bl therefore undertook to betray, after he had 
n 


ſwore in the moſt ſolemn manner, that his in- 


bel g tention was not to bring the affair to a publig A 
ata trial, which would redound to his own diſgrace, 1 
cel but to extort a round ſum of money from ie 
bun count, by way of compoſition. Confiding i 
oh tlis'proteſtation, ſhe in a few days, — 
ni ntelligence of an aſſignation ſhe had made with 0 
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4 The ApvenTures of 
garden; upon which he ſecured the aſſiſtance of 
a particular friend and his own journeyman, 
with whom, and a conſtable, he repaired to the 
| lace of rendezvous, where he waited in an ad- 
| ining room according to the directions of his 
| virtuous ſpouſe, until ſhe made the preconcerted 
| nal of hemming three times aloud; when he 
. and his aſſociates ruſhed into the chamber and 
ſurpriſed our hero in bed with his inamorata. 
The lady, on this occaſion, acted her part to 
a miracle; the ſereamed at their approach; and 
after an exclam tion of © ruined and undone !” 
| fainfed away in the arms of her ſpouſe, who had 
1 by this time ſeized her by the ſhoulders, and be- 
gun to upbraid her, with her infidelity and guilt. 
| As for Fathom, his affliction was unutterable, 
when he found himſelf diſcovered in that ſitua- 
tion, and made ptiſoner by the two aſſiſtants, 
who had pirioned him in ſuch a manner, that 
he could not ſtir, much leſs accompliſh an eſcape. 
All bis ingenuity and preſence of mind, ſeemed 
to forſake him in this emergency. 'T he horrors 
of an Engliſh jury overſpread his imagination: 
for he at once perceived that the toil into which 
he had fallen, was laid for the purpoſe ; conſe- 
quently he took it for granted, that there would 
be no deficiency in point of evidence. Soon as 
he recollected himſelf, he begged that no violence 
might be offered to his perſon, and intreated the 
Huſband to favour him with a conference, in 
[ff _ which the affair might be compromiſed, without 
prejudice to the reputation of either. 
At firſt, Trapwell breathed nothing but im- 
placable revenge, but by the perſuaſion of hs 
friends after he bad ſent home his wife in4 
chair, he was prevailed upon to hear the prope 
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ſals of the delinquent, who having aſſured him, 
by way of apology, that he had always believed 
the lady was a widow, made him an offer of 
five hundred pounds, as an atonement for the 
injury he had ſuſtained, This being a ſum no 
ways adequate to the expectation of the citizen, 
who looked upon the count as poſſeſſor of an 
immenſe eſtate, he rejected the terms with diſ- 
dain, and made inſtant application to a judge, 
from whom he obtained a warrant for ſecuring 
his perſon till the day of trial. Indeed, in this 
caſe, money. was but a ſecondary conſideration 
with Trapwell, whoſe chief aim was to be le- 
gally divoreed from a woman he deteſted. There- 
fore, | there was no remedy for the unhappy 
count, who in vain offered to double the ſum: 
he found himſelf reduced to the bitter alternative 
of procuring immediate bail, or going directly to 
Newgateee. | r 
In this dilemma be ſent a meſſenger to luis 
friend Ratchkali, whoſe: countenance fell when 
he underſtood the count's condition; nor would 
he open his mouth in the ſtile of conſolation, . 
until he had conſulted a certain ſollicitor of his 
acquaintance, who aſſured him the law abound- 
ed with ſuch reſources, as would infallibly ſcreen 
the defendant, had the fact been ſtill more pal- 
pable than it was. He ſaid there was great pre- 
ſumption to believe the count had fallen a ſacri- 
ice; to a + conſpiracy, which by ſome means or 
other would: be detected; and in that caſe, the 
plaintiff might obtain one ſhilling; in lieu of da- 
mages. If that dependance ſbould fail, he hint- 
ed that, in all probability, the witneſſes were not 
ncorruptible ; or ſhould they prove to be ſo, 
one man's eath was as good as another's, apd 
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6 The Abvrsrunzs of 
thank Heaven, there was no dearth of evidence, 
provided money could be found to anſwer the 
neceſſary occafions; 1 1 
© © Ratchkali' comforted by theſe infinuations, 
and dreading the reſentment of our adventurer, 
| who in his deſpair, might puniſh: him ſeverely for 
| his want of friendſhip, by fome- precipitate ex- 
| planation of the commerce they had carried on; 
moved, I fay, by theſe: conſiderations, and more- 
| over tempted: with the: proſpect of continuing to 
3 reap the advantages reſulting from their conjune- 
tion, he and another perſon: of credit with whom 
he largely dealt in jewels, condeſcended to be- 
come ſureties for the appearance of Fathom, 
who was acrordingly admitted to bail. Not but 
that the Tyroleze knew Ferdinand too well, to 
confide in his parole: he depended chiefly upon 
his ideas of felf-intereft, which he thought, 
would perſuade him to riſk the uncertain iſſue of 
a trial, rather than quit the field before the hat- 
"veſt was half over; and he reſolved to make 
his own retreat without ceremony, ſhould our 
hero be unwiſe enough to abandon his bail. 
Such an adventure could not long lie con- 
- cealed* from the notice of the public, even i 
both parties had been at pains to ſuppreſs tie 
- circumſtances : but the plaintiff, far from ſecking 
to cover, affected to complain loudly of bu 
- misfortune, that he might intereſt his neighbou! 
in bis behalf, and raiſe a ſpirit of rancour an 
i , © animoſity, to influence the jury againſt this ine 
- Jent foreigner, who had come over into Englat 
to debauch our wives and deflower our daug 
ters; while he employed a formidable band" 
lawyers to ſupport the indictment, which he # 
for ten thouſand pounds damages. Ml 
ut l. | W121 
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Mean while, Fathom and his affociate did not 

fail to take all proper meaſures for his defence; 
they retained a powerful bar of council, and the 
ſolicitor was ſupplied with one hundred pounds 
after another, to anſwer the expence of ſecret 
ſervice ; {till aſſuring his clients that every thing 
was in an excellent train, and that his adverſary 
would gain nothing but ſhame and confuſion of 
face. Nevertheleſs, there was a neceſſity for 
poſtponing the trial, on account of a material 
evidence, who, though he wavered, was not 
yet quite brought over; and the attorney found 
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until there was no quibble left for further delay. 
While this ſuit was depending, our, hero conti- 
nued to move in his uſual ſphere ; nor did the 
report of his ſituation at all operate to-his diſad- 
vantage, in the polite world: on the contrary, 
it added a freſh plume to his character, in the 
eyes of all thoſe who were not before acquaint- 
ed with the triumphs of his gallantry. Not- 
withſtanding this countenance of his friends, he 
himſelf conſidered the affair in a very ſerious light; : 
and perceiving that at any rate he mult be a conſi- 
derable loſer, he reſolved to double his affiduity in 
trade, that he might be the more able to afford 


the extraordinary expence to which he was. 
ſubjected. | 


— — — 


tion: at this period of time, it was by the cir- 
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HAP. XXXVII. 
| Fraß cauſe for exerting bis equanimity and f- 


UHE reader may have obſerved, that Fa- 
ſcdbom wich all his circumſpection, had a 
weak fide, which expoſed him to ſundry miſ- 
chances ; this was his covetouſneſs, which on 
ſome. occaſions became too hard for his diſcre- 


cumſtances of his ſituation, inflamed to a degree 
of rapacity. He was now prevailed upon to 
take a hand at whiſt, or piquet, and even to 
wield the hazard-box ; though he had hitherto 
declared himſelf an rreconcileable enemy to all 
forts of play; and fo uncommon was his ſucceſs 
and dexterity at theſe exerciſes, as to ſurprize Mit 
his acquaintance, and arrouſe the ſuſpicion of WW" 

ſome people, who repined at his proſperity. 
But in nothing was his conduct more inexcuf- 
able, than in giving way to the dangerous teme- 
rity of Ratchkali, which he had been always at 
pains to reſtrain, and permitting him to praiſe 
the ſame fraud upon an Engliſh nobleman, which 
had been executed upon himſelf at Franckfort. 
In other words, the Tyroleze by the canal of 
Ferdin and's finger and recommendation, fold i 
pebble for a real brilliant, and in a few ay: the 
cheat was diſcovered, to the infinite confuſion df 
our adventurer, who nevertheleſs aſſumed the 
guiſe of . innocence, with ſo much art, and en- 
preſſed fuch indignation againſt the villain, who; 
|| had i mpoſed upon his judgment and unſuſpecting 
gener oſity, that his lordſhip acquitted him 9 „ 
| Fl 


ſhare in the deceit, and contented himſelf with 
the reſtitution, which he inſiſted upon making 
out of his own pocket, unti] he ſhould be able 
to apprehend the rogue, who had thought pro- 
per to abſcond for his own ſafety. In ſpite of 
all this exculpation, his character did not fail to 
retain a ſort of ſtigma, which indeed the plain- 
eſt proofs of innocence are hardly able to efface z 
and his connexion with ſuch a palpable: knave 
as the Tyroleze appeared to be, had an effect to 


were privy to the occurrence. 

When a man's reputation is once brought in 
queſtion, every trifle is by the malevolence of 
mankind, magnified into a ſtrong preſumption. 
againſt the culprit : a few whiſpers communi- 
cated by the envious mouth of ſlander, which 
he can have no opportunity to anſwer and re- 
fute, ſhall, in the opinion of the world, convict 
him of the moſt horrid crimes ; and for one hy- 


tue, there are twenty good men who ſuffer the 
ignominy of vice; ſo well difpoſed are indivi- 
uals to trample upon the fame of their fellow. 
teatures. If the moſt unblemiſhed merit is not 
protected from this injuſtice, it will not be won- 
lered at, that no quarter was given to the cha- 
acter of an adventurer like Fathom, who a- 


ortune to be recognized about this time, by his: 


les Squirrel. i 15 | 
Theſe worthy knights-errant had returned to. 
er own country, after having made a very 


folperous: campaign in France, at the end of 
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is prejudice, in the minds of all thoſe was. : 


Ipocrite who is decked with the honours of vir- 


nong other unlucky occurrences, had the miſ—- 


o Pariſian friends Sir Stentor Stiles and Sir 


hich, however, they very narrowly eſcaped! 1 
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pence, aſked him one night, at a drum, when 
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the gallies ; and ſeeing the Poliſh count ſeated 
at the head of taſte and politeneſs, they imme- 
diately circulated the ſtory: of his defeat at Paris, 
with many ludicrous circumſtances of their own 
invention, and did not ſcruple to affirm that he 
was a rank impoſtor. When the laugh is raiſed 
upon a great man, he never fails to dwindle 
into contempt. Ferdinand began to 
ceive a change in the countenance of his friends. 
His company was no longer ſollicited with that 
- eagerneſs which they had formerly expreſſed in 
His behalf: even his entertainments were neg- 
lected; when he appeared at any private or pub- 
lic aſſembly, the ladies, inſtead of glowing with 
pleaſure, as formerly, now tittered or regarded 
him with looks of diſdain; and a certain pert, 
Iittle, forward coquette, with a view to put him 
out of countenance by raiſing the laugh at his ex 


he had heard from his relations in Poland * She 
ſueceeded in ber defign upon the mirth of the 
audience, but was diſappointed in the oth 
part of her aim; for, our hero replied without 
the leaſt mark of diſcompoſure, They are il 
In good health at your ſervice, madam ; I will 
4 knew in what part of the world your rel. 
tions reſide, that I might return the compliment. 
By this anſwer, ' which was the more ſevere, 4 
the young lady was of very doubtful extrac 
tion, he retorted the laugh upon the aggrefior 
though he likewiſe failed in his attempt upon he 
temper : for, ſhe was perhaps the only perſon pt 
ſent, whoequalPd himſelfin ſtabilityof countenance 
- Notwithſtanding this appearance of uncl 
cern, he was decply touched with theſe 1 

of alienation, in the behaviour of bis fries 
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and foreſeeing in his own diſgrace, the total 
ſhipwreck of his fortune, he entered into a me- 
lancholy deliberation with - himſelf, about the 
means of retrieving his importance in the beau- 
monde, or of turning his addreſs into ſome other 
channel, where he could ſtand upon a leſs flip- 
pery foundation. In this exerciſe of his thoughts,. 
no ſcheme occured more feaſible, than that of 
ſecuring the booty he had made, and retiring 
with his aſſociate, who was alſo blown, into ſome: 


ters being unknown, they might purſue; their 
old plan of commerce without moleſtation. He 
imparted this ſuggeſtion to the Tyroleze, who» 


combated with all his might our hero's inclina- 
tion to withdraw himſelf before the trial, by 
repeating the aſſurances of the ſollicitor, who told 
him he might depend upon being reimburſed'bythe: 
ſentence of the court, for great part of the ſums 
he had expended in the courſe of the proſecution... 

Fathom ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded by 
theſe arguments, ſupported with the defire of 
making an honourable retreat, and waiting pati- 
ently for the day of trouble, diſcharged his ſure- 
ties, by a perſonal appearance in court. Vet 
this was not the only ſcore he diſcharged that 
morning; the ſollicitor preſented his own bill 
before they ſet out for. Weſtminſter-hall, and 
| gave the count to underſtand that it was the 
cuſtom, from time immemorial, for the client te- 
clear with his attorney before trial. Ferdinand: 


rule, though he looked upon it as a bad omen, 
in ſpite. of all the ſollicitor's confidence and pro- 
iFations z and be was not a little confounded, 
Raf n when 
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other country, where, their names and charac- 


approved the propoſal of decamping, though he 
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| 12 The ApvenTuars of 
when looking into the contents, he found hin- 
ſelf charged with 350 attendances. He kney - 
it was not his intereſt to diſoblige bis lawyer at 
Tuck a juncture; nevertheleſs, he could not help 
expoſfulating with him on this. article, which 
Teemed to be fo falſly ſtated with regard to the 
number; when his queſtions drew on an cxpla- 
"nation, by which he found he had incurred the 
penalty of three ſhillings and four-pence for 
every time he chanced to meet the conſcienti- 
_ous attorney, either in the park, the coffee-houſe 
or the ſtreet, provided they had exchanged the 
common falutation : and he had great reaſon to 
beſieve the ſollicitor had often thrown himſelf in 
his way, with a view to ſwell this item of his 
account, | | | 
Wich this extortion our adventurer was fain 
'to comply, becauſe he lay at. the mercy of the 
caitiff; accordingly, he with a good grace paid 
the demand, which including his former dil- 
burſements, amounted, to three hundred ard 
if Iixty-five pounds eleven ſhillings three-pence 
i three farthings, and then preſenting himſelf be- 
| 
' 
| 


fore the judge, quietly ſubmitted to the Jaws of 
the realm. His council behaved like men of 
gonſurrmate abilities in their profeſſion ; they ex- 
erted themſelves with equal induſtry, eloquence 
and erudition, in their endeavours to perplex the 
truth, browbeat the evidence, puzzle the judge, 
and miſiead the jury: but the defendant found 
| » himſelf ' woefully diſappointed in the depoſition 
| of Trapwell's journeyman, whom the ſollicitor 
| pretended to have converted to his intereſt: 
this witneſs, as the attorney afterwards declared, 
played booty, and the facts came out fo cleat, 
that Ferdinand Count Fatbom was convicted of 
Sooke | . ctim 
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criminal converſation with the plaintiff's wife, 
and caſt in fifteen hundted pounds, under the de 
nomination of damages. | f 
He was not ſo much ſurprized as afflicted at 
this decifion, becauſe he ſaw it gradually approach- 
ing from the examination of the hrſt evidence: 
his thoughts were now employed in caſting about 
for ſome method of deliverance, from the ſnare 
in which he found himſelf intangled. To eſcape 
he foreſaw it would be impracticable, as Trap- 
well would undoubtedly be prepared for arreſting 
him before he could quit Weſtminſter-hall; he 
was too well acquainted with Ratchkali's prin- 
ciples, to expect any aſſiſtance from that quarter, 
in money matters; and he was utterly averfe 
to the payment of the ſum awarded againſt him, 
which would have exhauſted his whole fortune. 
He therefore reſolved to try the friendſhip of 
ſome perfons of faſhion, with whom he had 
maintained an intimacy of correſpondence : ſhould 
they fail him in the day of his neceſſity, he pro- 


one of whom he meant to bilk, while the 
other might accompany him in his retreat : or, 
ſhould both theſe expedients miſcarry, he deter- 
mined, rather than part with his effects, to 
undergo the moſt diſagreeable confinement, in 
hope of obtaining the jailor's connivance at his 
5 eſcape. | | 

d Theſe refolutions being taken, he met his fate 
n vich great fortitude and equanimity, and calm- 
x WV) ſuffered himſelf to be conveyed to the houfe 


t: Who! a ſheriff's officer, who, as he made his exit 
d, {Whom the hall, according to his own expectation, 
r, Necuted a writ againſt him, at the ſuit of Trap- 


fell; for a debt of two thoufand pounds. Fo 
this 


poſed to have recourſe to his former ſureties, 
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congratulated him upon the happy iſſue of the 


maintained a ſerenity of countenance, and {ent 
the attorney with a meſſage to the plaintif, 


not be ſuppoſed to have ſo much caſh about him, 


riod, he ſhould be able to procure a proper te 


citor was employed in this negociation, he di- 


© the nature of the verdict which his adverſuy 


= him a thouſand pounds upon his parole, until be 
- could negociate bills upon the continent. 


14 The ApvznTuarEs of 


this place he was followed by his ſollicitor, why 
was allured by the proſpect of another job, and 
who with great demonſtrations of ſatisfadion, 


trial ; arrogating to himſelf, the merit of having 


ſaved him eight thouſand pounds, in the article 
of damages, by the previous ſteps he had taken, 
and the noble defence that he and his friends the 
council had made for their client : he even hinted 
an expectation of receiving a gratuity for his ex- 


traordinary care and diſcretion. 
Fathom, galled as he was with his misfortune, 
and enraged at the effrontery of this pettiſogger, 


importing, that as he was a foreigner, and could 
as to ſpare hfteen hundred pounds from the funds 


of his ordinary expence, he would grant him: 
bond-payable in two months, during which pe- 


mittanee from his own eſtate, While the ſoll. 


patched his valet de chambre to one nobleman, 
and Maurice to another, with billets, ſignifying 


had obtained, and deſiring that each would lend 


His three meſſengers returned almoſt at the 
ſame inſtant of time, and theſe were the anſwen 
they brought back. 

Trapwell abſolutely rejected his perſonal ſe 
curity ; and threatned him with all the horte 
of a goal, unleſs he would immediately diſchargs 
the debt, or procure ſufficient bondſmen; n 
0 : one 


: 
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one of his quality-friends, favoured him with this 
reply to his requeſt. 


« My dear Count! 


© J am mortally chagrin'd at the triumph you 
« have furniſhed to that raſcally citizen. By 
the lard ! the judge muſt have been in the ter- 
te rors of cuckoldom, to influence the deciſion ; 
« and the jury, a meer herd of horned beaſts, 
« to bring in ſuch a barbarous verdict, Egad |! 
« at this rate, no gentleman will be able to lie 
« with another man's wife, but at the riſk of 
- & a curſed proſecution. But, to wave this dif- 
« agreeable circumſtance, which you mult ſtrive 
« to forget ; I declare my mortification is ſtill 
« the greater, becauſe I cannot at preſent ſup- 
ply you with the trifle your preſent exigency 
requires; for, to tell. you a ſecret, my own 
© finances are in damnable confuſion. But a 
% man of count Fathom's figure and addreſs 
can never be puzzled for the want of ſuch a 
« paultry ſum. Adieu, my dear Count! we 
&« ſhall, I ſuppoſe, have the pleaſure of ſeein 
“% you to-morrow at White's: Mean while, f 
% have the honour to be with the moſt perfect 
attachment, bh, 


- 
Lal 


Yours, 


wels 44 | GRRIZZLEGRIN, 


The other noble peer to whom he addreſſed 
himſelf on this occaſion, cheriſhed the ſame ſen- 
time ms of virtue, ſriendſhip and generofity; but 

| ; A his 


. 
o 
o 


1 . 


16 The ApvenTures of 
his expreſſion was ſo different, that we ſhall, for 


the edification of the reader, tranſcribe his let. 
ter in his own words. 


« Sir, - 

„ T was never. more aſtoniſhed than at the 
© receipt of your very extraordinary billet, 
«© wherein you ſollicit the Ioan of a thouſand 
_'«© pounds, which you deſire may be ſent with 
©« the bearer on the faith of your parole. Sir, 
„ have no money to ſend you or lend you; 
&« and cannot help repeating my expreſſions of 
« ſurprize at your confidence in making ſuch a 
46 ftrange and unwarranted demand. Tis true, 
„J may have made ptiofeſions of friendſhip, 
« while I looked upon you as a perſon of ho- 
« nour and good morals; but now that you are 
«© convicted of ſuch a flagrant violation of the 
« laws of that kingdom where you have been 
„ treated with ſuch hoſpitality and reſpec, I 
« I think myſelf fully abfolved from any ſuch 
% conditional promiſe, which indeed is never 
« interpreted into any other than a bare com- 
« pliment. I am ſorry you have involved your 
% character and fortune in ſuch a diſagreeable 
« affair, and am, 


Sir, Yours, &c. 


« TROMPINGTON.” 


Ferdinand was not ſuch a novice in the world 
as to be diſappointed at theſe repulſes ; eſpecially 
as he had laid very little ſtreſs upon the applica- 
tion, which was made by way of an experiment 
E upon 
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upon the gratitude or caprice of thoſe two no- 
blemen, whom he had actually more than once 
obliged with the ſame ſort of aſſiſtance which he 
now ſollicited, though not to ſuch a conſiderable 
amount, 

Having nothing further to expect from the 
faſhionable world, he ſent the T yroleze to the 

on who had been bail for his appearance, 
with full inſtructions to explain his preſent occa- 
ſion in the moſt favourable light, and defire he 
would reinforce the credit of the count with his 


| ſecurity ; but, that gentleman, though he placed 


the moſt perfect confidence on the honour of 
our hero, and would: have willingly entered into 
bonds again for his perſonal appearance, was not 
quite ſo well ſatisfied of his circumſtances, as 
to become liable for the payment of two thouſand 
pounds, an expence, which in his opinion, the 
finances of no foreign count were able to de- 
fray : he therefore, lent a deaf ear to the moſt 
prefing remonſtrances of the ambaſſador, who 
had recourſe to ſeveral other merchants, with 
the ſame bad ſucceſs; ſo that the priſoner de- 
(pairing of bail, endeavoured to perſuade Ratch- 
kali, that it would be his intereſt to contribute a 
thouſand pounds towards his diſcharge, that he 
might be enabled to quit England with a good 
grace, and execute his part of the plan they 
had projected. 

So powerful was his eloquence on the occaſion, 
and ſuch ſtrength of argument did he uſe, that 
even the Tyroleze ſeemed convinced, though 
rcluQtantly, and agreed to advance the neceſſary 
ſum upon the bond and judgment of our adven- 
turer, who being diſabled from tranſating his 
own affairs in perſon, was obliged to intruſt 

| Ratch- 
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Ratchkali with his keys, papers and power of at- 
torney, under the check and inſpection of his 
faithful Maurice and the ſollicitor, whoſe fide- 
lity he beſpoke with the promiſe. of an ample 
recompence. 


C HAP. XXXV. 
| The biter is bit. 


V Err, he had no ſooner committed his el. 

fects to the care of this triumvirate, than 
his fancy was viſited with direful warnings, which 
produced cold ſweats and palpitations, and threw 
him into ſuch agonies of apprehenſion as he 
had never known before. He. remembred the 
former. deſertion of the Tyroleze, the recent 
villainy of the ſollicitor, and recollected the re- 
marks he had made upon the diſpofition and cha- 
racter of his valet, which evinced him a fit com- 
panion for the other two. 

Alarmed at theſe reflections, he intreated the 
bailiff to indulge him with a viſit to his own 
lodgings, and even offered one hundred guines 
as a gratification for his compliance. But, the 
officer, who had formerly loſt a conſiderable ſun 
by the eſcape of a priſoner, would not run an 
riſque in an affair of ſuch conſequence, and out 
hero was obliged to ſubmit to the tortures of hi 
own preſaging fears. After he had waited fue 
hours-in the moſt racking impatience, he ſay 
the attorney enter with all the marks of hurry 
fatigue and. conſternation, and heard him e- 
claim, Good God, have you ſeen the gentk 
man!“ | 
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Fathom found his fears realized in this inter- 
ropatian,, to which he anſwered in a tone of 
horror and diſmay, ** What gentleman ? I ſup- 
poſe Lam robbed .: ſpeak and keep me no longer 


in ſuſpence. Robbed ! cried the attorney, the 


Lord forbid ! I hope you can depend upon the 
perſon you impowered to receive your jewels 
and caſh, I muſt own his proceedings are a lit- 
tle extraordinary: for after he had rummaged 
your ſcrutore, from which in preſence of me 
and your ſervant, he took one hundred and fifty 
guineas, a parcel of diamond rings and buckles 
according to. this here inventory, which I wrote 
with my own hand, and Eaſt-India bonds. to the 
tune of five hundred more, we adjourned to 
Garraway's, where he left me alone, under pre- 
tence of going to a broker of his acquaintance 
who lived in the neighbourhood, while the va- 
let, as I imagined, waited for us in the alley. 
Well, Sir, he ſtayed ſo long, that I began to be 
uneaſy, and at length reſolved to ſend the ſer- 
vant in queſt of him, but when I went out for 
that purpoſe, deuce a ſervant was to be found. 
Though I in perſon inquired for him, at every 
alehouſe within half a mile of the place. I 
then diſpatched no leſs than five ticket porters 
upon the ſcent after them, and I myſelf by a 
direction from the bar-keeper, went to ſignor 
Ratchkali's lodgings, where, as they told me, 
he had not been ſeen ſince nine o'clock in the 
morning. Upon this intimation, I came directly 
hither, to give you timely notice, that you 
may without delay, take meaſures for your own 
ſecurity: The beſt thing you can do, is to take 
out writs for apprehending him, in the counties 
of Middleſex, Surry, Kent and Eſſex, ng . 
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20 The AnvenTurEs of 

ſhall put them in the hands of truſty and dili- 
gent officers, who will ſoon ferret him out of his 
lurking-place, provided he ſculks within ten 
miles of the bills of mortality: to be ſure the 
Job will be expenſive; and all theſe runners muſt 

paid before-hand. But, what then ? the 

defendant is worth powder, and if we can once 
—_ him, PH warrant the proſecution will quit 
coſt.” 1 - wee Fo fy | 

_ Fathom was almoſt choaked with concern and 
reſentment, at the news of this miſchance, ſo 
that he could not utter one word until this nar- 
rative was finiſhed. Nor was his ſuſpicion con- 
fined to the Tyroleze and his own lacquey ; he 
conſidered the ſollicitor as their accomplice and 
director, and was ſo much provoked at the latter 
-part of his harangue, that his diſcretion ſeemed 
to vaniſh, and collaring the attorney, Vi- 
Jain! faid he, you yourſelf have been a principal 
actor in this robbery; Then turning to the by- 
ftanders, and I defire in the king's name, that 
he may be ſecured, until I can make oath before 
a magiſtrate, in ſupport of the charge. If you 
refuſe your affiſtance in detaining him, I will 
make immediate application to one of the ſecte. 
taries of ſtate who is my particular friend, and 
he will ſee juſtice done to all parties.” 
At mention of this formidable name, the 
bailiff and his whole family were in commotion, 
to obſtruct the retreat of the lawyer, who ſtood 
aghaſt, and trembled under the graſp of our ad- 


venturer: but, ſoon as he found himſelf deli: 


vered from this embrace, by the interpoſition 
of the ſpectators, and collected his ſpirits, which 
bad been ſuddenly diſſipated by Fathom's unex- 
pected aſſault, he began to. diſplay one art "I 
8 occu 
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occupation, which he always reſerved for 3 
ordinary occaſions: this was the talent of abuſe, 


probrious language, that our hero ſmarting as 
he was, and almoſt deſperate with his loſs, de- 
viated from that temperance of behaviour which 
he had hitherto preſerved, and ſnatching up the 
poker, with one ftroke opened a deep trench 
upon the attorney's ſkull, that extended from the 
bind head, almoſt to the upper part of the noſe, 
upon each fide of which, it diſcharged a ſanguine 
ſtream. Notwithſtanding the pain of this appli- 
cation, the ſollicitor was tranſported with joy at 
the ſenſe of the ſmart, and inwardly congratu- 
lated himſelf upon the appearance of his own 
blood, which he no ſooner perceived, than he 
exclaimed, ** I'm a dead man,” and fell upon 
the floor at full length. | 
Immediate recourſe was had to a ſurgeon in 
the neighbourhood, who having examined the 
wound, declared there was a dangerous depreſ- 
ion of the farſt table of the ſkull, and that if 
e could fave the patient's life, without the ap- 
plication of the trepan, it would be one of the 
reateſt cures that ever were performed. By 
is time, Fathom's firſt tranſport being over- 
down, he ſummoned up his whole reſolution, 
id reflected upon his own ruin, with that forti- 


0 de which had never failed him in the emergen- 
4. of his fate: little diſturbed at the prognoſtic 
e. che ſurgeon, which he conſidered in the right 
ion eint of view; „ Sir,“ faid he, I am not fo 
ich WE <quainted with the reſiſtance of an attorney's 
x > as to believe the chaſtiſement I have be- 


lich is in much greater ; jeopardy from the 
| ? 0) Jeoparday . 


which he poured forth with ſuch fluency of op- 


dwed on him, will at all endanger, his life, 


- ——— 


—_—_— 


— — - 


— — — — 2 „ „%b„%7k)!e2 242444 — —— —. — —ͤ— — — — 
3 . — 
3 of — - — - . «4 - 2 - - 
n * 2308 — —— ——ͥ — 
— - = - — —_— — — TS — — — 2 — ——— - 
1 — — — - — — -, _— — _—_— 7 1 — _”— _ 
— _ w * BY Sg. "os. A "+ * 22 bis N 33 * 93 © p 
» - — a 
— 6 0 a» z 
A ac" I . 
_ — * —ͤ———B̊ᷣ 2 — — —  — — * = 8 
4 * ny N ' = 
ö - 5 = a + Sf : 
s 9 — — 8 — 
=> 2 4 — * — pp by * 3 * 7 — . 


priſon without farther delay.“ 


apartment, he defired the catchpole to act the 
and furniſhed him with proper inſtructions for 


teſtations of friendſhip, fo compromiſe the un* 


Aeris Be would bring himiſclf into a mok 
n P02AY 2 | 1 dan 
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hands of the common executioner: for, not. 
Withſtanding this accident, I am determined to 
proſecute the raſcal for robbery, with the utmoſt 
ſeverity of the law; and that I may have a (uf. 
ficient fund left for that proſecdtion, I ſhall not 
at preſent throw away one farthing in unneceſ- 
fary expence, but inſiſt upon being conveyed to 


This declaration was - equally | unwelcome to 
the bailiff, ſurgeon and ſollicitor, who upon the 
ſuppoſition that the count was a perſon of for- 
tune, and would rather part with an immenſe 
ſum, than incur the ignominy of a goal, or in- 
volve himſelf in another diſgraceful law-ſuit, had 
refolved to fleece him to the utmoſt of their 

er. But, now the attorney finding him de- 
termined to ſet his fate at defiance, and to retort 
upon him a proſecution which he had no mind 
to undergo, began to repent heartily of the pro- 
vocation he had given, and to think ſeriouſly 
on ſome method 'to overcome the obſtinacy of 
the incenſed foreigner; ' With this view, while 
the bailiff conducted him to bed, in another 


t of mediator between him and the count, 


that purpoſe. Accordingly, the landlord on his 
return, told Fathom' that he was ſure the (olli- 
citor was not a man for this world; for that he 
had left him deprived of his ſenſes, and praying 
to God with great devotion, for mercy to his 
murderer :' he then exhorted him with may pro- 


happy affair by exchanging releaſes with the at 
torney before his delirium ſhould be known, 
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dangerous premunire, whether the plaintiff ſhould 
die of his wound, or live to proſecute him for 
the aſſault: ** and with regard to your charge of 
zobbery againſt bim, ſaid he, as it is no more 
than a bare ſuſpicion, unſupported by the leaſt 
Gadow of evidence, the bill would be thrown 
out, and then he might ſue you for damages. 
therefore, out of pure friendſhip and good na- 
ture adviſe you to compromiſe the affair, and if 
you think proper, will endeavour to bring about 
a mutual releaſe.” _ 210 
Our hero, whoſe paſſion was by this time 
pretty well cooled, ſaw reaſon for aſſenting to 
the propoſal ; upon which the deed was imme- 
dately executed, the mediator's bill was diſ- 


| 

| charged; and Ferdinand conveyed in an hack- 
oe coach to priſon, after he had impowered 
den landlord to diſcharge his ſervants, and 
„ouvert his effects into ready money. Thus, he 
y {aw himſelf, in the eourſe of a few hours, de- 
ved of his reputation, rank, liberty and friends; 


and his fortune reduced from two thouſand. : 
pounds, to ſomething leſs than two hundred, 


iy of which he had carried to goal in hig 
pocket, "6 


bis C H. A. . 
li- | 9 * 1 
"he Uur adventurer is made acquainted with a neu 
zing | ſcene of life. 


ST as he entered theſe manſions of miſery, 

his ears, were invaded with an hoarſe and 

readful voice, exclaiming, You, Beſs Beetle, 

wore 2 couple of freſh eggs, a pennyworth 

ter, and half a pint of mountain to the ng 
7 an 


| 
| 
| 
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Kop credit till the bill is paid ; he is now debtor for 
fifteen ſhillings and ſixpence, and damn me if ! 
truſt him one farthing more, if he was the bef 
king in Chriſtendom :: and d'ye hear, ſend ragg- 
ed-head with five pounds of- potatoes for m4jor 
Macleaver's ſupper, and let him have what drink 
he wants ; the fat widow gentlewoman from 
Pimlico has promiſed. to quit his ſcore. Sir 
Mungo Barebones may have ſome haſty pudding 
and ſmall beer, though I don't expect to ſee 
his coin, no more than to receive the eighteen 

nce I. laid out for a pair of breeches to hi 
- backſide. What then? he's a quiet ſort of 1 


body, and a great ſcholar, and it was a ſcandal 

to the place, to ſee him going about in that 

naked condition : as for the mad Frenchman 
with the beard, if you give him ſo much a4 6 
cheeſe-paring, you b—ch, PII ſend you back to te 
the hole, among your old companions ; an im- fi 
pudent dog ! III teach him to draw his ſword BW th 
upon the governor of an Engliſh county goal. WW b 
What! I ſuppoſe he thought he had to do with ret 
a French hang-tang-dang, rabbit him ! he (hl BF ve, 
eat his white feather before I give him credit WF wh 
for a morſel of bread.” '© lm 
Although our adventurer was very little di-W he 
poſed, at this juncture, to make obſervations ſ- we 
reign to his own affairs, he could not help taking ver; 
notice of. theſe extraordinary injunRions ; <lp-W alſg 
cially thoſe concerning the perſon who was in inte; 
titled king, whom, however, he ſuppoſed to e extr: 
ſome. priſoner elected as the magiſtrate by e once 


joint ſuffrage of his fellows, Having take 
poſſeſſion of his chamber, which he rented 
five. ſhillings. a week, and being ill at eaſe 

Jus own debe, be forth with ſecured his f 
? 24 19 . Tho. un 12 


Luis 


2 | 
__ 
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undreſſed and went to bed, in which, though it 
was none of the moſt elegant or inviting couches, 
he enjoyed profound repoſe after the accumulated 
fatigues and mortifications of the day. Next 
morning after breakfaſt, the keeper entered his 
apartment, and gave him to underſtand, that the 
gentlemen under his care, having heard of the 
count's arrival, had deputed one of their num- 
ber to wait upon him with the compliments of 
condolance, ſuitable to the occaſion, and invite 
him to become a member of their ſociety. Our 
hero could not politely diſpenſe with this inſtance 
of civility, and their ambaſſador being inſtant] 
introduced by the name of captain Minikin, ſaluted 
him with great ſolemnity.. 
This was a perſon equally remarkable for his 
Fl extraordinary figure and addreſs ; his age ſeemed 
to border pon forty, his ſtature amounted to 
hve feet, his viſage was long, meagre and wea- 
ther-beaten, and his aſpect, though not quite rue- 
ful, exhibited a certain formality, which was the 
vid reſult of care and conſcious importance. He was 
very little encumbred with fleſh and blood; yet, 
what body he had, was well proportioned, his 
limbs were elegantly zurned, and by his carriage 
he was welk intitled to that compliment which 
we pay to any perſon, when we ſay he has 
very much the air of a gentleman. There was 
alſo an evident ſingularity in his dreſs, which tho? 
Intended as an improvement, appeared to be an 
extravagant exaggeration of the mode, and at 
once evinced him an original to the diſcerning 
eyes of our adventurer, who received him with 
is uſual complaiſance, and made a very eloquent 
kcknowledyment of the honour and ſatisfaction 


© received from the viſit of the repreſentative, 
Vol, II. .C | ard 


7 


mendation of his friends, being himſelf unac- 


| ſpear has it, have ſeen better days, and have with 


* ſeveral ſmall communities in the goal, conſiſting 
of people who are attracted by the manners and 


$$ this a Stage, and all the men and women meer 
' _ Players. For my own part, Sir, I have alwa)? 
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and the hoſpitality of his conſtituents. The 
captain's peculiarities were not confined to bis 
external appearance ; for his voice reſembled the 
ſound of a baſſoon, or the aggregate hum of a 
whole bee-hive, and his diſcourſe-was almoſt no- 
thing elſe than a ſeries of quotations from the Eng- 
liſh poets, interlarded with French phraſes, which 
he retained for their fignificance, on the recom- 


quainted with that or any other outlandiſh 


Fathom finding this gentleman of a very com- 
municative diſpoſition, thought he could not 
have a fairer opportunity of learning the hiſtory 
of his fellow-priſoners ; and turning the conver- 
ſation on that ſubject, was not diſappointed in 
his expectation. I don't doubt, Sir,“ ſaid he, 
with the utmoſt ſolemnity of declamation, ** but 
you look with horrer upon every objeR that ſur- 
rounds you in this uncomfortable place; but ne- 
vertheleſs here are ſome, who, as my friendShake- 


holy bell been tnolled to church; and ſat at goul 
men's feafts, and wiped their eyes of drops that ſa 
cred pity hath engendered. "You muft know, vir, 
that excluſive of the Canaille, or the profanum 
Pulgus, as they are ſtiled by Horace, there are 


diſpoſitions of each other: for this place, dh 
is quite a microcoſm, and as the great world, (0 


made it a maxim to affociate with the beſt com- 
pany I can find: not that I pretend to boaſt of 
my family or extraction; becauſe you 1 99 as 
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the poet ſays, Liæ ca noſtra voce. My fathers 
tis true, was a man that piqued himſelf upon 
his pedigree, as well as upon his politeſſe and 
perſonal merit; for he had been a very old offi» 
cer in the army, and I myſelf may ſay, I was 
born with a ſpontoon in my hand. Sir, I have 
had the honour to ſerve his majeſty theſe twenty 
years, and have been bandied about in the courſe 
of duty, through all the Britiſh plantations, and 
you ſee the recompence of all my ſervice, But 
this is a diſagreeable ſubject, and therefore I ſhall 
wave it: however, as Butler obſerves, 


« My only comfort is that now, 
My dubbolt fortune is ſo low, 
That either it muſt quickly end, 
Or turd about again and mend.“ 


7 


: And now to return from this digreſſion, you 
Vill perbaps be ſurprized to hear that the head 
Nor chairman of our club is really a ſovereign 
\þ WE prince. No leſs I'll aſſure you than the cele- 
od WK brated Theodore king of C-r{-ca, who lies in 


ſe priſen for a debt of a few hundred pounds. Heu 

quantum mutatus ab illo. It is not my buſineſs 
to cenſure the conduct of my ſuperiors : but I 
ways ſpeak my mind in a cavalier manner, 
nd, as according to the Spectator, talking to a 
end is no more than thinking aloud, entre nous, 
is Corſican, majeſty bas been ſcurvily treated by 
certain adminiſtration : be that as it will, he 
ba perſonage of a very portly appearance, and 
quite matter of the beinſeance. Beſides, thay 
il find it their intereſt to have recourſe again 
his alliance 3 and in that caſe, ſome of us max 


1 


— 
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expect to profit by his reſtoration: but few word 
are beſt. W 
He that maintains the ſecond rank in our af. 
ſembly, is one major Macleaver, an Iriſh gentle 
man, who has ſerved abroad: a ſoldier of for- 
tune, Sir, a man of unqueſtionable honour and 
courage; but a little over- bearing, in conſe- 
quence of his knowledge and experience. He 
is a perſon of a good addreſs to be ſure, and 
quite free of the mauvaiſe honte; and he may 
have ſeen a good deal of ſervice; but what then! 
other people may be as good as he, though they 
have not had ſuch opportunities: if he ſpeaks 
five or {ix languages, he does not pretend to any 
taſte in the liberal arts, which are the criterion 
of an accompliſhed gentleman. The next is 
Dir Mungo Barebones, the repreſentative of a 
; very ancient family in the North; his affairs are 
very much derangee, but he is a gentleman of 
great probity and learning, and at preſent engag'd 
in a very-grand ſcheme, which, if he can bring 
it to bear, will render him famous to all poſte- 
"rity: no leſs than the converſion of the Jews and 
the Gentiles. The project, I own, looks chi- 
merical to one who has not converſed with the 
author; but, in my opinion, he has clearly de- 
monſtrated from an anzgrammatical analyſis of a 
certain Hebrew word, that his preſent majelty 
whom God preſerve, is the perſon pointed i 
in ſcripture, as the temporal Meſſiah of the Jews; 
aan if he could once raiſe by ſubſcription, ſuch 
trifling ſum as twelve hundred thouſand pourks 
I make no doubt but he would accompliſh | 
aim, vaſt and romantic as it ſeems to be. 
\ | Beſides theſe, we have another meſimatt 
Who is a French chevalier, an odd ſort of a mat 
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a kind of Lazarillo de Tormes, a Caricatura; x 
he wears a long beard, -pretends to be a great 1 
poet, and makes a damned Fracas with his 4 
verſes, The king has been obliged to exert his if 
authority over him more than once, by order- 
ing him into cloſe confinement, for which he | 
was ſo raſh as to ſend his majeſty a challenge; | 
| 

| 


but, he afterwards made his ſubmiſſion and was 
again taken into favour : the truth is, I believe 
his brain is a little diſordered, and he being a f 
ſtranger we overlook bis extravagancies. 3 #1 
Sir, we ſhall think ourfelves happy in your 
acceſſion to our ſociety: you will be under no 
ſort of reſtraint : for though we dine at one 
table, every individual calls and pays for his own 
meſs. Our converfation, ſuch as it is, will not, 
I hope be diſagreeable ; and though. we have 
not opportunities of breathing the pure Arca- 
dian air, and cannot ©* under the ſhade of me- 
lancholy boughs, loſe and neglect the creeping 
hours of time;“ we may enjoy ourſelves over 
a glaſs of punch or a aiſh of tea: nor are we 
deſtitute of friends who viſit us in theſe ſhades 
of diſtreſs. The major has a numerous ac- 
quaintance of both ſexes, among others, a firſt 
couſin of good fortune, who with her daughters 
often chear our ſolitude ; ſhe is a very ſenſible 
lady-like gentlewoman, and the young ladies 
have a certain degagee air, that plainly ſhews they 
hare ſeen the beſt company: beſides, I will ven- 
ture to recommend Mrs. Minikin, as a woman 
of tolerable breeding and capacity, who I hope, 
will not be found altogether deficient in the 
accompliſhments of the ſex. So that we find 
means to make litile parties, in which: the time 
glides away inſenſibly. Then I have a ſmall col- 
| C3 leclion 
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therefore, that Minikin ſhould return in an 


fringe; I think it is the moſt elegant knitting 
I ever ſaw: but pray Sir, are not theſe quite 
out of faſhion: I thought plain filk, ſuch as 


his hat and pumps; the 


- a'remarkable. contraſt with his own: for, ex- 
cluſive of the faſhion of the cock, which reſem- 
Pled the form of a Roman galley, the brim * 
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lection of books, which are at your fervice, 
You may amuſe yourſelf with Shakeſpear, or 
Milton, or Don Quixote, or any of our modern 
authors that are worth reading, ſuch as the ad- 
ventures of Loveill; Lady Frail, George Ed- 
wards,” Joe Thompſon, Bampfylde More Ca- 
rew, Young Scarron, and Miſs Betſy Thought. 
leſs: and if you have a taſte for drawing, I can 
entertain you with a parcel of prints by the beſt 


maſters.” 


A man of our hero's politeneſs, could not 
help expreſſing himſelf in the warmeſt: terms of 
gratitude for this courteous declaration. He 


' thanked the captain in particular for his obliging 


offers, and begged he would be ſo good as to 
preſent his reſpects to the ſociety of which he 
longed- to be a member. It was determined 


hour, when the count would be drefled, in order 
to conduct him into the preſence of his majeſty; 
and he had already taken his leave for the pre- 
ſent, when all of a ſudden he came back, and 
taking hold of a waiſtcoat that lay upon a chair, 
„ Sir, ſaid he, „give me leave to look at that 


this that I wear, had been the mode; with the 
pockets very low.” Before Fathom had time 
to make any ſort of reply, he took notice of 

rd of which he faid 
Was too narrow in the brims, and the laſt an 
inch too low: in the heels; indeed they formed 
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his hat, if properly ſpread, would have projected 
2 ſhade ſufficient to ſhelter a whole file of muf- 
queteers from the heat of a ſummer's ſun; and 
the heels of his ſhoes were ſo high as to raiſe 
his feet three inches at leaſt, from the ſurface of 
the earth. 43 
Having made theſe obſervations for the credit 
of his taſte, he retired, and returning at the 
time appointed, accompanied Ferdinand to the 
apartment of the king, at the door of which, 
their ears were invaded with a ſtrange ſound, be- 
ing that of an human voice imitating the noiſe of a 
drum The captain hearing this alarm, made a 
full ſtop, and giving the count to underſtand that 
his majeſty was buſy, begged he would not take 
it amiſs, if the introduction ſhould be delayed 
for a few- moments. Fathom curious to know 
the meaning, of what he had heard, applied to- 
his guide for information, and learned that the 
king and the major, whom he bad nominated to 
che poſt of his general in chief, were employed 
1 in landing - troops upon the Genoeſe territory : 
1 that is, that they were ſettling before-hand, the 
manner of their diſembarkation. > 
He then, by the direction of his conductor, 
18 reconnoitred them through the key- hole, and 
perceived the ſovereign and his miniſter ſittin 
the on oppolite ſides of a deal board table, iy 
with a large chart or map, upon which he ſaw 
a great number of muſcle and oifter-ſhells, 
ſaid ranged in a certain order, and at a little diſtance, 
ſeveral regular ſquares and columns made of 
mel cards cut in ſmall pieces. The prince himſelf, 
en. boſe eyes were reinforced by ſpectacles, ſur- 
veyed this armament with great attention, while 
the general put the whole in action, and con- 
| : C4 - ducted 
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ducted their motions by beat of drum. The 
mouſcle-ſhells, according to Minikin's explanation, 


repreſented the tranfports, the oyſter-ſhells were 
conſidered as the men of war that covered the 
troops in landing, and the pieces of card exhi- 
bited the different bodies into which the army 
was formed upon its difembarkation. 

As an affair of ſuch conſequence could not 
be tranſacted without oppoſition, they had pro- 
vided divers ambuſcades, conſiſting of the enemy, 
whom they repreſented by grey peaſe; and ac- 
. cordingly, general Macleaver perceiving the faid 
grey peaſe marching along ſhore, to attack his 
forces before they could be drawn up in battalia, 
thus addrefled himſelf to the oyſter-ſhells in an 
audible voice: You men of war, don't you 
| ſee the front of the enemy advancing, and the 
reſt of the detachment following out of fight? 
Arrah ! the Devil burn you, why don't you 
come aſhore and open your batteries?“ So ſay- 
ing, be puſhed the ſhells towards the breach, 
pe formed the cannonading with his voice, the 
grey peaſe were ſoon put in confuſion, the ge- 
neral was ,beat, the cards marched forwards 
in order of battle, and the enemy having 
_ retreated with great precipitation, they took 


poſſe ſfion of 
culty. | | 


their ground without farther dit- 


.CHAP, 
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, CHAP. XL. 


He contemplates majeſty and its ſatellites in 
A eclipſe. 


HIS expedition being happily finiſhed, ge- 
neral Macleaver put the whole army, 
navy, tranſports and ſcene of action into a can- 
vas bag, the prince unſaddled his noſe, and cap- 
tain Minikin being admitted, -our hero was 
introduced in form, Very gracious was the re- 
ception he met with from his majeſty, who with 
a moſt- princely demeanour, welcomed him ta 
court, and even ſeated him on his right hand, 
in token of particular regard. True it is, this 
preſence- chamber was not fo ſuperb, nor the ap- 
pearance of the king ſo magnificent as to render 
ſuch an honour intoxicating to any perſon of our 
hero's coolneſs and diſcretion: in lieu of tapeſ- 
try the apartment was hung with half: penny 


ly ballads, a truckle-bed withovt curtains, ſupplied 
de the place of a canopy, and inſtead of a crown, 
e his majeſty wore a woolen night- cap. Yet, in 
ds ſpite of theſe diſadvantages, there was an eir of 


ng dignity in his deportment, and a nice phy ſiog- 
ok nomiſt would have perceived ſomething majeflic 
il in the features of his countenance. 4 

He was certainly a perſonage of a very pre- 
poſſeſſing mien, his manners were engaging; 
his converſation agreeable, and any man whoſe 
heart was ſubje to the meltings of humanity, 
would have deplored his diſtreſs, and looked 
upon him as a moſt pathetic inſtance of that 
miſerable” reverſe, to which all human grandeur 
is expoſed. His fall "My even -greater than * 


\ P, 
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of Beliſarius, who after having obtained many 
glorious victories over the enemies of his coun- 
try, is ſaid to have been reduced to ſuch extre- 
mity of indigence, that in his old age, when he 
Was deprived of his eye-ſight, he fat upon the 
High: way like a common mendicant, imploring 
the charity of paſſengers, in the piteous excla- 
mation of Date obolum Beliſario ; that is, Spare 
z farthing to your poor old foldier Beliſarius.“ I 
Tay, this general's diſgrace was not ſo remark- 
able as that of Theodore, becauſe he was the 
Tervant of Juſtinian, conſequently his fortune 
depended upon the nod of that emperor ; whereas 
the other actually poſſeſſed the throne of ſove- 
reighty by the beſt of all titles, namely, the 
unanimous election of the people over whom he 
reigned ; and attracted the eyes of all Europe, 
by the efforts he made in breaking the bands of 
oppreſſion, and vindicating that liberty which is 
the birthright of man. k 
Ide Engliſh of former days, alike renowned 
for*generolity and valour, treated thoſe hoſtile 
princes whoſe fate it was to wear their chains, 
with ſuch delicacy of benevolence, as even dil- 
pelled the horrors of captivity ; but, their poſte- 
rity of this refined age, feel no compunction at 
ſeeing an unfortunate menarch, their former 
friend, ally and partizan, lavguiſh amidſt the 
miſeries of a loathſc me gaol, for a paultry debt 
contracted in their own ſervice. © But moralizing 
apart, our hero had not long converſed with this 
extraordinary debtor, who in his preſent condi- 
tion, aſſumed no other title than that of Baron, 
than he perceived in him a ſpirit of Quixotiſm, 
Which all his experience, together with the viciſ- 
fitudes of his fortune, had not been able to over- 
4; 18 Er come; 
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come, not. that his ideas ſoared to ſuch à pitch 
of extravagant. hope as that which took polſeflion 
of his meſs-mates,, who frequently quarrelled } 

one with another, about the degrees of favour 
to which they ſhould be intitled after the king's 
reſtoration 3. but he firmly believed that affairs 
would ſpeedily take ſuch, a turn in Italy, as 
would point out to the Engliſh court, the expe- Nl 
diency of employing him again; and this perſua-— 
ſon ſeemed to ſupport him againſt every ſpecies 


of poverty and morttfication, ** N 
While they were buſy in trimming the balance 
of power on the other ſide of the Alps, their 
deliberations, were interrupted by the arrival of a 
ſcullion, who came to receive their orders touch- 
ing the bill of fare for dinner, and his majeſty 
ſoand much more difficulty in ſettling: this im- 
portant concern, than in compromiſing all the 
differences between the emperor and the queen 
of Spain. At length, however, General Mac- 
leaver undertook the office of purveyor for his 
prince; captain Minikin inſiſted upon treating 
| the count, and in a little time the table was ca- 
L vered. with a cloth, which for the ſake of my. 


- MER readers, I ſhall. not attempt to de- 
t r e e 8 
r At this period, they were joined by Sir Munge 
* Barebones, who, having found means to pur 


bt chaſe. a couple of mutton chops, had cooked a . 
0 meſs of broth, which.he now brought in a ſauce- 
is pan to the general rendezvous: this was the 
| molt remarkable. object which had hitherto pre- 
ſented itſelf to the eyes of Fathom: being natu- 
dally of a meagre; habit, he was by indigence 
and hard ſtudy wore almoſt to the hane, and ſo | 
bended towards the earth, that in walking, his Ii 
U C6 os. body "8 


1 
3 


. Tounded his head, and his looks betokened that 
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body deſeribed at leaſt 150 degrees of a circle. 
The want of ſtocking and ſhoes he ſupplied 
with a jockey ſtraight boot and an balf jack, 
His thighs and middle were caſed in a monſtrous 
= of brown trunk breeches, which the keeper 
bought ſor his uſe, from the executor of a Dutch 
ſeamen who had lately died in the jail: his ſhirt 
Tetained no ſigns of its original colour, his body 
was ſhrouded in an old greaſy tattered plaid night- 
gown; a blue and white [handkerchief ſur- 


El | 
immenſe Joad of care, which he had voluntarily 
incurred for the eternal ſalvation of ſinners. Vet t 
this figure, uncouth as it was, made his com- þ 
a 
h 


pliwents to our adventurer in terms of the moſt 


elegant addreſs, and in the courſe of converſa- 
tion, diſcloſed a great fund of valuable know- e 
Jedge.* He had -pyeared in the great world, 
and bore divers offices of dignity aud truſt, with Wi 2p 
univerſal applauſe : bis courage was undoubted, 
His morals were unimpeached, and bis perſon 
held in great veneration and efteem ; when his 
evil genius engaged him in the ſtudy of Hebrew, 
and the myſteries of the Jewiſh religion, which 
fairly diſorde red his brain, and rendered him in- 
capable of managing his temporal affairs. W hen 
be ought to have been employed in the functions 
ef his poſt, he was always rapt in viſionary 
conſerences with Moſes on the Mount ; rather 
than regulate the ceconomy of his houſhold, 
he choſe to exert his endeavours in ſettling the pre- 
eiſe meaning of the word Elabim; and having di 
covered that now the period was come, when the 
Jeus and Gentiles would be converted, he poſt 
poned every other conſideration, in order to 
Cilitate that great and glurious event. 


% f = 
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By this time, Ferdinand had ſeen every 
member of the clob, except the French cheya- 
lier, who ſee med to be quite neglected by the 
ſociety; for his name was not once mentioned 
during this communication, and they ſat down 
to dinner, without aſking whether he was dead 
or alive. The king regaled himſelf with a plate 
of ox· cheek ; the major, who complained that 
his appetite had forſaken him, amuſed himſelf 
with ſome forty hard eggs, malaxed with ſalt but- 
ter; the knight - indulged upon his ſoup and 
bouille; and the captain entertained our adven+ 
turer with à neck of veal rozited, with potatoes; 
but before Fathom could make uſe of bis knife 
and fork, he was ſummoned to the door, where 
. be found the chevalier in great agitation, his 
- eyes ſparkling like coals of fire. | | 
d, Our hero was not a little ſurprized at this 
th WE apparition,” who having asked pardon for the 
freedom he had uſed, obſerved, that underſtand- 
ing the count was a foreigner, he could not diſ- 
penſe with appealing to him, concerning an 
outrage he had ſuffered from the keeper, who, 
without any regard to his rank or [misfortunes 
had been baſe enough to refuſe him credit for a 
ſew neceſſarĩes, until he could have a remittance 
from! his ſteward in France; he therefore: con- 
wed” count Fathom; as a ftranger and noble- 
an like himſelf, to be the meſſenger of defi- 
nee, which he reſolved to ſend to that brutal 


e pre Naoler, that for the future he might learn to 
12 6i- ke 'Fropes! 'diftinRions in the exerciſe of his 
en tiendtion nn | TX 

> poſt Fathom, ** 1 had no Sholienticin to wand this 


boleric Frenchman, aſſured him that he might 
end * his friendſhip; and in the mean 
2 ume 
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time, - prevailed upon him to accept of a ſmall 
ſupply, in conſequence of which, he procured a 
pound of ſauſages, and joined the reſt of the 
company without delay ;. making a very ſuitable 
addition to ſuch an aſſemblage of rarities. Tho? 
his age did not exceed thirty years, his beard, 
which was of a brindled hue, flowed down, like 
Aaron's, to his middle: upon his legs he wore 
red ſtockings rolled up over the joint of the knee, 
his breeches were of blue drab with vellum 
button- holes, and garters of gold lace, his waiſt- 
- coat of ſcarlet, his coat of ruſty black cloath, 
his hair twifted into a ramellie, hung down to 
his rump, of the colour of jet, and his hat was 

adorned with a white feather... _ . 
This original had formed many ingenious. 
. ſchemes to increaſe the glory and grandeur of 
France, but was diſcouraged by cardinal Fleury, 
who, in all appearance, jealous of his great ta- 
lents, not only rejected his projects, but even ſent 
him to priſon, on pretence of being offended at 
his impertinence. Perceiving that, like the 
prophet, he had no honour in bis own country, 
he no ſooner obtained his releaſe, than he re- 
tired to England, where he was prompted by 
Ris philanthropy, to propoſe an expedient to our 
miniſtry, which would have ſaved a vaſt effu- 
ſion of blood and treaſure ; this was an agree- 
ment between the queen of Hungary and the 
late emperor, to decide their pretenſions by a 
:fingle combat; in which caſe he offered him- 
ſelf as the Bavarian champion; but in this en- 
deavour he alſo proved unſucceſsful : then turn- 
ing his attention to the delights of poetry, he 
became fo enamoured of the muſe, that he neg- 
lected every other conlideration, and ſhe as uſual, 
| | 8 gradually 
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eradually conducted him to the author's never- 
failing goal ; a place of reſt appointed for all 
thoſe ſinners,” whom the profane love of poeſy 
—_— | 


o "quarrel is compromiſed ; and another decided 
N by unuſual arm.. 


MONG other topics of conver ſation that 
were diſcuſſed at this genial meeting, Sir 
ungo's ſcheme was brought upon the carpet, 
by his majeſty, who was graciouſly pleaſed to 
alk how his ſubſcription filled? To this inte rroga- 
tion, the knight anſwered, that he met with 
great oppoſition from a ſpirit of levity and ſelf- 
conceit, which ſeemed to prevail in this genera- 
tion; but, that no difficultics ſhould diſcourage 
him, from perſevering in his duty; and he truſt- 
ed in Ged, that in a very little time he ſhould 
be able to confute and overthrow the falſe phi- 
loſophy of the moderns, and to reſtore the 
writings of Moſes to that pre-heminence and ve- 
neration, which is due to an infpired author, 
He poke of the immortal Newton with infinite 
contempt, and undertook to extract from the 
» W Pentateuch, a ſyſtem of chronology, which 
be would aſcertain the progreſs of time ſince the 
a W fourth day of the creation to the preſent hour 
n- Wl with ſuch exactneſs, that not one vibration of a 
n-- Wl pendulum ſhould be loſt ! nay, he affirmed that 
n- che perfection of all arts and ſciences might be 
he WW attained by ſtudying thoſe ſacred memoirs; and 
g- Wat he himſelf did not deſpair oft earning from 


"(ad 


* 
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them the art of tranſmuting baſer metals inte 
gold. . . 
The chevalier, though he did not pretend to 
contradict theſe aſſertions, was too much attach- 


ed to his own religion to acquieſce in the knight' 


project of converting the Jews and the Gentiles 
to the proteſtant hereſy, which, he ſaid, God 
Almighty would never ſuffer to triumph over the 
intereſts of his own holy catholic church. This 


objection produced abundance of altercation be- 


tween two very unequal diſputants, and the 
Frenchman finding himſelf puzzled by the learn- 
ing of his antagoniſt, had recourſe to the Au- 
mentum ad haminem,” by laying his hand upon bis 
ſword, and declaring that he was ready to loſe 
the laſt drop of his blood in oppoſition to ſuch 
a damnable ſcheme. : 

Sir Mungo, though in all appearance, reduced 
to the laſt tage of animal exiſtence, no ſooner 
heard this epithet applied to his plan, than his 
eyes gleamed like lightning ; he ſprung from hi 
ſeat; with the - agility of a graſs-hopper, and 
darting himſelf out at the door, like an arroy 
from a bow, re-appeared in a moment with a 


long ruſty weapon, which might have been ſhewn 


the French language. Thou art a prophant 


thou ſhalt fall by the ſword of the Lord and d 
Gideon. 9 


among a collection of rarities, as the ſword d 


Guy eal of Warwick. This implement be 
brandiſhed over the chevalier's head, with the 
dexterity of an old prize - fighter, exclaiming i 


wretch marked out for the vengeance of Her 
ven, ' whoſe unworthy miniſter I am; and het 


= 


The chevalier, .unterrified by this dreadfull 
Jutation, deſired he would accompany him to 


LIVIN 
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more convenient place; and the world might 
have been deprived of one or both theſe knights- 
errant, had not general Macleaver, at the deſire 
of his majelty, interpoſed, and found means to 
bring matters to.an.accommodation. , 

In the afternoon, the ſociety was viſited by 
the major's couſin and her daughters, who no 
ſooner appeared, than they were recognized by 
our adventurer; and his acquaintance' with them 
renewed in ſuch a manner as alarmed the delt- 
cacy of captain. Minikin, who in the evening, 
repaired to the , count's apartment, and with a 
very formal phyſiognomy, accoſted him in theſe 
words. Sir, I beg pardon for this intruſion ; 
but, I come to conſult you about an affair in 
which my honour is concerned: and a ſoldier 
without honour, you know is no better than a 
body without a ſoul. I have always admired 
that ſpeech of Hotſpur, in the firſt part of 
Henry the fourth. 1 1 


«© By Heaven, metbinks it were an eaſy leap, 1 
To pluck bright honour from the pale-fac'd 
moon; 15272 a 


Or dive into the bottom of the deep.) 
Where fathom line could nevertouch the ground, 
And pluck up drowned honour by the locks. 


There is a boldneſs and eaſe in the expreſſion, 
and the images are very pictoreſque. Hut, with- 
out any further preamble; pray 'Sir, give me 
cave to ask how long you . e acquainted 
with thoſe ladies, who drank tea with us this 
aſternoon ? You'll forgive the queſtion Sir, 
ue ben I tell you that major Macleaver intro- 
to uced Mrs. Minikin to them, as to ladies of 
no baracker; and I don't know how Sir, I * a 

ort 
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fort of preſentiment that my wife has been impoſ. 
ed upon. Perhaps I may be miſtaken, and 
God grant I may. But there was a je ne /pai quy 
in their behaviour to-day, which begins to alarm 
my ſuſpicion. Sir, I have nothing but my repu- 
tation to depend upon; and I hope you will ex- 
cuſe me, when I earneſtly beg to know what 
rank they maintain in life.” 4 l 
Fathom, without minding the conſequence, 
told him with a ſimper, that he knew them to 
be very good-natured ladies, who devoted them- 
ſelves to the happineſs of mankind. This ex- 
planation had no ſooner eſcaped from his lips, 
than the captain's face began to glow with in- 


| dignation, his eyes ſeemed burſting from their 


ſpheres, he ſwelled to twice his natural dimen- 
Hons, and raifing himſelf on his tiptoes, pro- 
nounced in a ſtrain that emulated thunder, 
«© Blood! Sir, you ſeem to make my light of 
the matter; but it is no joke to me, I'll aſſure 
rk and Macleaver ſhall ſee that I am not to 
be affronted with impunity. Sir, I ſhall take It 
as a fingular favour, if you will be the bearer of 
a billet to him, which I ſhall write in three 
words : nay, Sir, you muſt give me leave to 
inſiſt upon it, as you are the only gentleman of 
our meſs, whom I can intruſt with an affair of 
this nature. 
Fathom, rather than run the riſque of diſob- 
liging ſuch a punctilious warrior, after having 
in vain attempted to diſſuade him from his pul- 
pole, undertook to carry the challenge, which 
was immediately penned in theſe words, 


te Lu, 
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Sir, he 6 
„ You have violated my honour, in impoſ- 
« ing upon Mrs. Minikin, your pretended cou- 
« fins, as ladies of virtue and reputation; I 
« therefore demand ſuch ſatisſaction as a ſoldier 
«-ought to receive, and expect you will adjuſt 
« with my friend count Fathom, the terms up- 
* on which you ſhall be met by the much in- 
« jured 1 5 

| © GoLtian Minikin.” 


This morceau being ſealed and directed, was 
forthwith carried by our adventurer to the lodg- 
ings of the major, who had by this time, re- 
tired to reſt, but hearing the count's voice, he got 
up and opened the door in cuerpe, to the aſto- 
nihment of Ferdinand, who had never before 
ſeen ſuch an Herculean figure. He made an 
apology for receiving the count in his birth-day 
ſuit, to which, he ſaid, he was reduced by the 
heat of his conſtitution, though he might have 
aligned a more adequate cauſe, by owning that 
his ſhirt was in the hands of his waſherwoman ; 
then ſhrouding himſelf in a blanket, deſired to 
know what had procured him the honour of 
ſuch an extraordinary viſit. He read the letter 
with great compoſure, like a man accuſtomed to 


| fuch intercourſe; then addreffing himſelf to the 


bearer, © I will be after diverting the gentleman, 
ſaid he, in any manner he ſhall think proper : 
but by Jeſus ! this is no place for ſuch amuſe- 
ments; becauſe, as you well know, my dear - 
count, if both ſnhould be killed by the chance of 
war, neither of us will be able to eſcape, BY 

| alter 
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© - after the breath is out of bis body, he will make 


Z 


ready to pleaſe him in his own. way. 


the generous Hibernian, I have a great regard 
far the little man, and my own character is not 
to ſeek at this time of day. I have ſerved a long 


+- So ſaying, be'threw aſide the blanket, and 


but a ſorry excuſe to his family and friends. But, 
that is no concern of mine, and therefore I am 


. Fathom approved of his remarks, which he 
reinforced with ſundry conſiderations to the ſame 
purpoſe,” and begged the aſſiſtance of the major's 
advice, in finding ſome: expedient to terminate 
the affair. without | bloodſhed, that no trouble- 
ſome conſequences might enſue either to him or 
to his antagoniſt, who in ſpite of this over-ſtrain- 
ed formality, ſeemed to be a perſon of worth 
and good-nature. * With all my heart, aid 


apprenticeſhip to fighting, as this ſame. carcaſs 
can teſtify, and if he. compels: me to run him 
through the body, by my ſhoul I ſhall do it in 


à friendly manner.“ 


diſplayed ſcars and ſeams innumerable upon his 
body, which appeared like an old patched leathern 
doublet. I remember, preceeded this cham- 
pion, when I was a flave at Algiers, Murphy 
Macmorris and I happened to have ſome diffe- 
Tence- in the bagnio; upon which he bad me 
turn out. Arra, for what? ſaid I, here 
are no weapons that a gentleman can uſe, and 
you would not be ſuch. a negro as to box like 
an Engliſh carman. After be had puzzled him. 
ſelf for. ſome time, he propoſed that; we ſhould 
xetire-into a corner, and funk one another will 
brimſt one, till. one of us ſhauld give out. Ace 
cordingly we crammed half a dozen of tobacco: 
pipes with ſulphur, and ſetting foot to foot, be 
7333s | | FEY $a 
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n to ſmoke, and kept a conſtant fire, until 
en Urepped down ; then I threw away 
my pipe, and taking poor Murpby in my arms, 
« What are you dead,”” ſaid I, if you are dead, 
ſpeak.” No by Jefus! cried he, I an't dead, 
but I'm ſpeechleſs.” So he owned, I had ob- 
tained the victory, and we were as good friends 
a5 ever. Now if Mr. Minikin thinks proper to 
put the affair upon the ſame iſſue, I will ſmoke 
a pipe of brimſtone with him to-morrow morn- 
ing, and if I cry out firſt, I will be after aſking 
pardon for this ſuppoſed affront.” ICI 

Fathom could not help laughing at the propo- 
fal, to which, however, he objected on account 
of Minikin's delicate conſtitution, which might 
ſuffer more detriment from breathing in an at- 
moſphere of ſulphur, than from the diſcharge of 
a piſtol, or the thruſt of a ſmall ſword. He 
therefore ſuggeſted another expedient in liew of 
the ſulphur, namely, the gum called A i f#tida, 
which though abundantly nauſeous, could have 
no dangerous effect upon the infirm texture of 
the lieutenant's lungs. This hint being reliſhed 
by the major, our adventurer returned to his 
principal, and having repeated the other's argu- 
ments againſt the uſe of mortal inſtruments, de- 
ſcribed the ſuccedaneum, which he had concerted 
with Macleaver. The captain at firſt believed 
this ſcheme was calculated for ſubjecting him to 
the ridicule of his fellow-prifoners, and began 
to ſtorm with great violence; but by the affu- 
rances and addreſs of Fathom, he was at length 
reconciled to the plan, and preparations were 
made on each fide for this duel, which was actu- 
ally ſmoaked next day, about noon, in à ſmall 
cloſet, detached from the challenger's apartment 
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and within hearing of his majeſty and all his 
court, aſſembled as witneſſes. and umpires of the 
The combatants being locked up together, 

an to ply their engines with great fury, and 

it was not long before captain Minikin perceived 

- he had a manifeſt advantage over his. antagoniſt, 
For his organs were familiarized to the effluvia 

of this drug, which he had frequently uſed in the 
courſe of an hypochondriac diforder ; whereas 
Macleaver, who was a ſtranger to all forts of me- 
dicine, by his wry faces and attempts to puke, 
expreſſed the utmoſt abhorrence of the ſmell that 
invaded his noſtrils, Nevertheleſs, reſolved to 
hold out to the laſt extremity, he continued in 
action, until the cloſet was filled with ſuch an 
intolerable vapour as diſcompoſed the whole 
ceconomy. of his intrails, and compelled him to 
diſgorge his breakfaſt in the face of his opponent, 
whoſe nerves were ſo diſconcerted by this diſ- 
agreeable and unforeſeen diſcharge, that he fell 
back into his chair in a ſwoon, and the major 
bellowed aloud. for aſſiſtance. The door being 
opened, he ran directly to a window, to inhale 
the freſh air, while the captain recovering from 

his fit, complained of Macleaver's unfair pro- 
ceedings, and demanded juſtice of the arbitrators, 
who decided in his favour ; and the major being 
prevailed upon to aſk. pardon for having intro- 
duced Mrs. Minikin to women of rotten repu- 
tation, the parties were reconciled to each other, 
and peace and concord re-eſtabliſhed in the meh. 
Fathom acquired . univerſal _ applauſe for his 

_ diſcreet and humane conduct upon this occaſion; 
and that ſame afternoon had an opportunity df 
ſeeing the lady in whoſe cauſe. he had exerted 


bim- 


— 
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timſelf, He was preſented to her as the huſband's 
particular friend, and when ſhe underſtood how 
much ſhe was indebted to his care and concern 
for the captain's ſafety, ſhe treated him with 
common marks of diſtinction; and he found 
her a genteel well-bred woman, not without a 
good ſhare of perſonal charms, and a well culti- 
vated underſtanding. | | 


CHAP. XLIIL 


fn unexpected rencounter, and an happy revolution 
in the affairs of our adventurer, | 


$ the did not lodge within the precincts of 
A this garriſon, ſhe was one day, after tea, 
conducted to the gate by the captain and the 
count, and juſt as they approached the turnkey's 
lodge, our hero's eyes were ſtruck with the ap- 
prition of his old companion Renaldo, ſon of 
tis benefactor and patron the count de Melvile, 
What were the emotions of his foul, when he 
aw that young gentleman enter the priſon, and 
dvance towards him, after having ſpoke to the 
paoler! He never doubted that being informed 
bf his confinement, he was come to upbraid 
im with his villainy and ingratitude, and he 
n Vain endeavoured to recollect himſelf from 
t terror and guilty confuſion which his ap- 
earance had inſpired; when the ſtranger lifting 
p his eyes, ſtarted back with ſigns of extreme 
mazement, and after a conſiderable pauſe, ex- 
aimed, Heaven and earth! Sure my eyes do 
ot deceive me ! is not your name Fathom ? it is, 
muſt be my old friend and companion, tl e 1 
| whom I have ſo Jong regreted!“ With 

5 | __ - theſe 
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theſe words, he ran towards our adventurer, and 
while he claſped bim in his arms, with all the 
eagerneſs of affection, proteſted that this was | 
ane of the happieſt days he had ever ſeen. 
Ferdinand, who from this ſalutation, con- 
cluded himſelf ſtill in poſſeſſion of Renaldo'; 
good opinion, was not deficient in expreſſions 
of tenderneſs and joy; he returned his embraces 
with equal ardour, the tears trickled down his 
cheeks, and that perturbation which procceded 
from conſcious perhdy and fear, was miſtaken 
by the unſuſpecting Hungarian for the ſheer e- 
fects of love, gratitude-and ſurprize. Theſe 
firſt tranſports having ſubſided, they adjourned . 
to the lodgings of Fathom, who ſoon recollected 
bis ſpirits and invention fo well as to amuſe the ] 
other with a feigned tale of his having been taken I 
by the French, ſent priſoner into Champaigne, p 
from whence he had written many letters to WI 5 
count Melvile and his ſon, of whom he could tc 
hear no tidings ; of his having contracted an d 


intimacy with a young nobleman of France, p: 
who died in the flower of his age, after having 
in token of friendſhip, bequeathed to him a 2 


eonfiderable legacy; by this he had been ena- C 


bled to viſit the land of his forefathers in the fli 
character of a gentleman, which he had ſup- mi 
ported with ſome figure, until he was betrayed of 
Anto a misfortune that exhauſted bis funds, and che 
drove him to the ſpot where he was now found: WW pat 
and he ſolemaly declared, that far from forget- his 
ing the obligation he owed to count Melvile, or WW life 
 Fenouncing the friendſhip. of Renaldo, he had Wor 
actually reſolved to ſet, out for Germany on WI No « 
his return to the houſe of his patron in the be- Men 

' Einning of the week, poſterior to that in which 25 
#4 


he had been arreſted. Young 
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Voung Melvil, whoſe own heart had never 
known the inſtigations of fraud, implicitely be- 
'lieved the ſtory and proteſtations of Fathom; and 
tho' he would not juſtify that part of his conduct 
by which the term of bis good fortune was 
- bridged, he could not help excuſing an indiſcre- 
ton into! which he had been burried by the pre- 
cipitancy of youth, and the allurements of an art- 
ſul woman: nay, with the utmoſt warmth of 
ſtiendſhip, he undertook to wait upon Trapwell, 
and endeavout᷑ to ſoften him into ſome reaſonable 
terms of compoſition. — | 
Fathom ſeemed to be quite overwhelmed witn 
a deep ſenſe of all this goodneſs, and aſſected the 
moſt eager impatience to know the particulars of 
Renaldo's fate, ſince their unhappy ſeparation, 
more eſpecially his errand to this uncomfortable 
place which he ſhould henceforth revere as the 
© providential ſcene: of their reunion : nor did he 
torget to enquire, in the moſt affectionate and 
dutiful manner, about the ſituation of bis noble 
parents arid amiable ſiſter.. . 9 
At mention of theſe names, Renaldo, fetching 
a deep ſigh, ** Alas! my friend, (faid He) the 
Count is no more; and what aggravates my uf- 
fiction for the loſs of ſuch a father, it was my 
misfortune to be under his diſpleaſure at the time 
af his death. Had T been preſent on that melan- 
choly occasion, ſo well | knew his'generofity and 
paternal tenderneſs, that ſure I am, be would in 
his laſt moments have forgiven an only ſon whoſe 
life had been a "continual effort to render himſelf 
worthy of ſuch a parent, and whole crime was 
no other than an honourable paſſion for the moſt 
mentorious of her ſex. But I was removed at a 
fatal diffance from him, and doubtleſs my conduct 
"Tos. 1. - _— muſt 
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muſt have been invidiouſiy miſrepreſented. Be 
that as it will, my mother has again given her 
hand in wedlock: to Count Tireval 3 by whom 
I have the mortification to be informed that I am 
totally excluded from my father's ſucceſſion; and 
I learn from other quarters, that my ſiſter is bar- 
barouſly treated by this inhuman father-in-law. 
Grant, Heaven, I may ſoon have an opportunity of 
+ expoſtulating with the tyrant upon that ſubject. 
So ſaying, bis cheeks glowed, and his eyes 
- Jightened with reſentment. Then he thus pro- 
. ceeded. | 5 
My coming hither to-day, was with a view 
to viſit a poor female relation, from whom I yeſ- 
terday received a letter deſcribing her moſt deplo- 
rable ſituation, and ſolliciting my aſſiſtance : but 
the turnkey affirms, that there is no ſuch perſon 
in the jail; and I was on my way to conſult the 
keeper, when I was agreeably ſurpriſed with the 
ſight of my dear Fathom.” __ 
Qaur adventurer having wiped from his eyes the 
tears which were produced by the news of his 
worthy patron's death, deſired to know the name 
of that afflicted priſoner in whoſe behalf he inte- 
reſted himſelf ſo much, and Renaldo produced the 
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letter, ſubſcribed your unfcrtunate couſin Helen ; 
Melvil. Ibis pretended relation, after having ex- 4 
plained the degree of conſanguinity which ſhe and « 
the Count ſtood in to each other, and occaſionally f 
mentioned ſome anecdotes of the family in Scot. 2 
land, gave him to underſtand, that ſhe had married 5 
a merchant of London, who, by repeated loſſes in oy 
trade, had been reduced to indigence, and after- it, 
Wards confined in priſon, where he then lay + 30 
breathleſs coarſe, having, left her in the uta 5. 


extremity of Metchedneſs and want, MA 
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"young children in the fmall-pox, and an incura- 
Toile in one of her own breaſts. Indeed, 
the picture ſhe drew was ſo moving, and her ex- 
prefſions ſo ſenſibly pathetic, that no perſon whoſe 
heart was not altogether callous, could peruſe it 
without emotion. Renaldo had ſent two guineas 
by the meſſenger whom ſhe had repreſented as a 
truſty ſervant, whoſe fidelity had been proof a- 
gainft all the diſtreſs of her miſtreſs : and he was 
now arrived, in order to reinforce his bounty. 
 _» Fathom, in the conſciouſneſs of his own prac- 

tices, immediately comprehended the ſcheme of 
this letter, and confidently aſſured him, that no 
ſuch perſon reſided in the priſon, or in any other 
place: and when his friend applied for informa- 
tion to the keeper, theſe aſſurances were con- 
firmed ; and that ſtern janitor told him, he had 
been impoſed upon by a ſtale trick which was 
often practiſed upon ſtrangers, by a ſet of ſharp- 
ers, who make it their bufineſs to pick up hints 
of intelligence relating to private families, upon 
which they build ſuch ſuperſtructures of fraud and 
impoſition. | 
However piqued the young Hungarian might 
be to find himſelf duped in this manner, he re- 
Joiced at the occaſion which had thrown Fathom 
in his way; and, after haviog made him a tender 
of his purſe, took his leave, on purpoſe to wait 
upon T rapwel!, who was not quite ſo untractable 
as an. enraged cuckold commonly is; for, by this 
time, he had accompliſhed the beſt part of his 
aim, u hich was to be divorced from his: wife, 
and was fully convinced that the defendant wis 
no more than a needy adventurer, who in all pro- 
bability would be releaſed by an act of parlia- 
ment for che benefit of inſolvent 'debtors; i 
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which caſe, he (the plaintiff) would reap 
ſolid advantage from by eng ; 7 
He therefore liſtened to the remonſtrances of 
the mediator, and after much canvaſſing agreed 
to diſcharge the defendant in conſiderution of two 
hundred pounds, which were immediately paid 
by Count Melvil, who by this deduAion was re- 
duced to ſomewhat leſs than thirty. 
Nevertheleſs he chearfully beggared himſelf in 
behalf of his friend, for whoſe releaſe he forth- 
with obtained an order: and next day our adven- 
turer having bid a formal adieu to his fellows in 
"diſtreſs, - and in particular to his majeſty, for 
whoſe reſtoration his prayers were preferred, he 
quitted the jail, and accompanied his deliverer, 
with all the outward marks of unutterable grati- 
tude and efteem: © ox 1 | 
"Surely, if his heart had been made of peneira- 
Ble . it would have been touched by the cir- 
cumſtances of this redemption: but, had not his 
ſoul been invincible to all ſuch attacks, theſe me · 
moirs would, poſſibly, never have ſeen the light. 
When they arrived at Renaldo's lodgings, that 
young gentleman honoured him with other proofs 
of confidence and friendſhip, by giving him a cir- 
cumftantial detail of all the adventures in which 
he had been engaged after Fathom's deſertion 
from the imperial camp. He told him, that 
immediately after the war was finiſhed, his father 
had preſſed bim to a very advantageous match, 
with which he would have complied,” though his 
heart was not at all concerned, had not he been 
inflamed with the deſire of fecing the world be. 
| fore he could take any ſtep towards a ſettlement 
| for life UW that he had ſignifted his ſentiments of 
| this head to the" Count,” who oppoſed them with 


unuſull 
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unuſual obſtinacy, as productive of a delay which 
might be fatal to his propoſal: for which reaſon 
"he bad retired incagite from his family, and tra- 
velled thro' ſundry ſtates and countries in a diſ- 
guiſe by which he cluded the inquiries of his pa- 
rents. 95 | : {31 4 
That in the courſe of theſe peregrinations he 
was captivated by the irreſiſtible charms of a young 
lady on whoſe heart he had the good fortune to 
make a tender impreſſion : that their mutual love 
bad ſubjected both to many dangers and cifficul- 
ties, during which they ſuffered a cruel ſepara- 
tion; after the torments of which, he had hap- 
pily found her in England, where ſhe now lived 
entirely cut off from her native country and con- 
nexions, and deſtitute of every other refource but 
his honour, love, and protection: and, finally, 
that he was determined to combat his own de- 
fires, how violent ſoever they might be, until he 
ſhould have made ſome ſuitable proviſion for the 
conſequences of a ſtricter union with the miſtreſs 
of bis ſoul, that he might not by a precipitate 
marriage ruin the perſon whom he adored. 

This end he propoſed to attain, by an applica 
tion to the court of Vienna, which, he did not 
doubt, would have ſome regard to his own. ſer- 
vice and that of his ſather; and thither he re- 
ſolved to repair with the firſt opportunity, now 
that he had found a friend with whom he could 

intruſt the ineſtimable jewel of his heart. | 
He likewiſe gave our hero to underſtand, that 
he had been cight months in England, during 
which he had lived in a frugal manner, that he 
might not unneceſſarily. exhauſt the money he had 
been able to raiſe; upon his own credit; that hi- 

werto he had been obliged to defer his departure 
| D 3 | bor 
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for Germany, on account of his attendance upon 
the mother of his miſtreſs, who was lately dead 
of forrow and chagrin ; and that fince be reſided 
in London, he had often heard of the celebrated 
Count Fathom, tho' he never imagined that his 
friend Ferdinand could be diſtinguiſhed by that 


C HAP. XLIII. 


Fathom juftifies the proverb, t What's bred in the 
Bone will never come out of the fleſh.” 


6 :< : | | 
NOme circumſtances of this converſation made 
a deep impreſſion upon the mind of our adven- 
turer, who nevertheleſs concealed his emotions 
from the knowledge of his friend, and was next 
day introduced to that hidden treaſure of which 
Renaldo had ſpoke with ſuch rapture and adora- 
tion. It was not without reaſon he had expa- 
tiated upon the perſonal attractions of this young 
lady, whom (forthe preſent) we ſhall call Moni- 
mia, a name that implies her orphan ſituation, 
When ſhe. entered the room, even Fathom, 
-whoſe eyes had been ſated with beauty, was 
ſtruck dumb with admiration, and could ſcarce 
recollect himſelf ſo far as to perform the cere- 

mony of his introduction. 

She ſeemed to be about the age of eighteen: 
her ſtature. was tall; her motion graceful ; 3 
knot of artificial flowers reſtrained the luxu- 
\\Fiancy; of her fine black hair that lowed in ſhin- 
ing riselets a-down her ſnowy neck. The con- 

tour of het ſace was oval ; her forchead remark- 
-ably; high; ber camplexion clean and delicate, 
, ha! not Horid ; aud her eyes were Jo piercing 
IG 2 Op 1 fa 
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to ſtrike the ſoul of every beholder : yet; upon 


this occaſion, one half of their vivacity was eclip- 
ſed / by a languiſhing air of melancholy concern 3 
which, while it in a manner ſheathed the edge 
of her beauty, added a moſt engaging ſweetneſs 
to her looks: in ſhort, every feature was elegant- 
ly perfect; and the harmony of the whole raviſh- 
ing and delightful. | 

It was caſy to perceive the mutual ſentiments 
of the two lovers, at meeting, by the pleaſure 
that ſenfibly diffuſed itſelf in the countenances 
of both. Fathom was received by her as the in- 
timate friend of her admirer, whom ſhe had often 
heard of in terms of the moſt ſincere affection; 
and the converſation was carried on in the Italian 
language, becauſe ſhe was a foreigner who had 
not as yet made great proficiency in,the know- 
ledge of the Engliſh tongue, Her underſtanding 
was ſuch, as, inftead of diminiſhing, reinforced 
the prepoſſeſſion which was inſpired by her ap- 
pearance; and if the ſum total of her charms 
could not melt the heart, it at leaſt excited the 
appetite of Fathom to ſuch a degree, that he 
gazed upon her with ſuch violence of deſire, as 
had never tranſported him before; and inſtant- 
ly began to harbour thoughts not only deftruQive 
to the peace of his generous patron, but alſo.to 
the prudential maxims he had adopted on his firſt 


entrance into life. 


We have already recorded divers inſtances of 
his conduct, to prove that there was an intempe- 
rance in his blood, which often interfered with 
his caution: and although he had found means to 
render this heat ſometimes ſubſervient to his in- 
tereſt; yet, in all probability, Heaven mingled 
the ingredient in his conſtitution, on purpoſe ta 
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counteract his conſummate craft, defeat the vil- 


lany of his intention, and, at lait, expoſe bim to 


the juſtice of the law; _ the rrp ng of his 
tellow cre:tures. KAMI ; 
Stimulated: as he was by the dannen of the in- 


comparable Monimia, he foreſaw that the con- 


queſt of her heart would coſt him a thouſand 


times more labour and addreſs than all the victo- 


ries he had ever atchieved: for, beſides her ſupe- 
rior underſtanding, ber ſentiments of honour, 
virtue, gratitude, religion, and pride of birth, 
her heart was already engaged by the tendereſt 
ties of love and obligation, to a man whoſe per- 
ſon and acquired accompliſhments at leaſt equalled 
his own; and whoſe connexion with him was of 
ſoch a nature, as raiſed an almoſt infurmountable 
bar to his deſign: becauſe, with what face could 
he commence rival to the perſon whoſe family 
had raifed him from want and ſervility, and whoſe 
own generoſity had reſcued him from the miſeries 
of a dreary jail? 


Notwithſtanding theſe welle Stone; be would not 
lay aſide an idea which ſo agreeably flatte red his 


imagination. He; like every other projector in 
the ſame eircumſtances, was ſo partial to his own 
qualifications, as to think the lady would ſoon per- 
ceive a difference between him and Renaldo that 
could not fail to turn to his advantage in her opi- 
nion. He depended a good deal onſthe levity and 
inconſtaney of the ſex ; and did not doubt, that, 
in the coufſe* of their acquaintance, be ſhould 
profit by that languor which often creeps upon 
and flitrens the intercobrſe of lovers cloyed with 
the ſight and converſation of each other. 


This way of arguing was very natural to 4 
man who kad never known other motives than 
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tdoſe of ſenſuality and convenience; and perhaps, 
upon theſe maxims, he might have ſucceeded with 
nine tenths of the fair ſex : but, for once, he 
erred in his calculation. Monimia's ſoul was 
perfect: her virtue impregnable. His firſt ap- 
proaches were, as uſual, performed by the me- 
thod of inſinuation, which ſucceeded fo well, that 
in a few days, he actually acquired à very diſtin- 
guiſhed ſhare of her favour and eſteem: to this 
he had been recommended in the warmeſt ſtrain 
of exaggerating friendſhip, by her dear Renaldo z' 
ſo that placing the moſt unreſerved confidence 
in his honour and integrity, and being almoſt 
quite deſtitute of acquaintance, ſhe made no 
ſe uple of owning herfelf pleaſed with his com- 
pany and 'converſation ; and therefote he was 
never abridg'd in point of opportunity. She had 
too much diſcernment to overlook his uncommon 
talents and agreeable addreſs, and too much ſuſ- 
ceptibility to obſerve them with indifference. She 
not only regarded him as the confident of her 
lover, but admired bim as a perſon whoſe attach<' 
ment did honour to Count Melvit's choice: ſhe, 
found his 'difcourſe remarkably entertaining, his 
politeneſs dignified with, an air of uncommon ſin- 
cerity; and ſhe was raviſhed with his ſkill in mu- 
kck, an art of which ſhe was deeply enamoured;* 

While he thus ingratiated himſelf with the fair 
Monimia, Renaldo rejoiced at theic intimacy, 
being extremely happy in the thought of having 
bund a friend who could amuſe and protect the 
rar creature in his abſence. That ſhe might be the 
better prepared for the temporary ſeparation! Which 
he meditated, he began to be leſs frequent in his 
Nlits, or rather to interrupt by gradual intermiſ- 
as the conſtant attendance he had beſtowed upon 
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ber fince her mother's death. This alteration ſhe 

was enabled to bear by the aſſiduities of Fathom, 

when ſhe underſtood that her lover was indiſpen. 

fibly employed in negotiating a ſum of money for 

the purpoſes of his 8 voyage. This was 

really the caſe: for, as the readet hath been al- 

ready informed, the proviſion he had made for 

that emergency was expeded in behalf of our ad- 
venturer; and the perſons of whom he had bor- 

rowed it, far ſrom approving of the uſe to which 

| it was put, and accommodating bim with a freſh 
| De him with Fi benevolence as 
| an 2 


in act of diſhoneſty to them, and, inſtead of fa- 
vouring this ſecond. application, threatened to di 
tels him for. what he had already received, 
While be. endeavoured to ſurmount theſe diff- 
culties, bis ſmall reverſion was quite exhauſted, 
and be ſaw bimſelf on the brink of wanting the 
common neceſſaries of life. | 
„There was no difficulty which be could not 
have encountered with fortitude, had he alone 
been concerned: but his affection and regard for 
Monimia were of ſuch a delicate. nature, that, far 
from being able to bear the proſpect of her want- 
ing the leaſt convenience, he could not endure 
that ſhe ſhould ſuſpect her fituation coſt him 
a. moment's perplexity ; becauſe he foreſaw it 
would wring her gentle beart with unſpeakable 
- anguiſh and vexation. 'T his therefore he endea- 
voured to anticipate by expreſſions of confidence 
in the emperor's equity, and frequent declara- 
tions touching the goodneſs and ſecurity of that 
credit from which he derived his preſent fub- 
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Anecdotes of poverty, and experiments for the benefit 


F thoſe whom it may concern. 


"IS affairs being thus circumſtanced, it is 
not to be ſuppoſed that he paſſed his time 
in tranquillity. Every day uſhered in new de- 
mands and freſh anxiety: for, though his œcο 
nomy was frugal, it could not be ſupported with- 
out money; and now not only his funds were 
drained, but alſo his private friends tired of re- 
lieving his domeſtic neceſſities: nay, they began 
to relinquiſh his company, which formerly they. 
had coveted ; and: thoſe who fill favoured him 
with their company, embittered that favour with 
diſagreeable advice mingled with impertinent re- 
proof. They loudly exclaimed againſt the laſt 
inſtance of his friendſhip for Fathom as a piece 
of wrong-headed extravagance, which neither his 
fortune could afford, nor his conſcience excuſe ; 
and alledged, that ſuch ſpecimens of generoſity 
are vicious in any man, let his finances be never 
ſo opulent, if he has any relations of his own. 
who need his aſſiſtance; but altogether ſcandalous, , 
not to ſay unjuſt, in a perſon who depends for, 
bis own ſupport upon the favour of his friends. 
Theſe expoſtulations did not even feſpect the 
beauteous, the accompliſhed, the gentle-hearted, . 


a Wl tlic orphan Monimia. Although they owned h A 
4 perfections, and did not deny that it would be 


highly meritorious in any man of fortune to make 
her happy, they diſapproved of Renaldo's attach- 
ment ta the fair beggar, made light of that inti- 
Bate union of hearts which ſubſiſted between the 
_—_ - | ro 
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two lovers, and which no human conlideration 
could diffolve ; and ſome among them, in the 
conſummation of their prudence, ventured to hint 
a propoſal of providing for her in the ſervice of 
ſome lady of faſhion, n 

Any reader of ſenſibility will eafily conceive. 
how theſe admonitions were reliſhed by a young 
gentleman whoſe pride was indomitable, whole 
notions of honour wete ſcrupulouſly rigid and ro- 
mantie, whoſe temper was warm, and whoſe 
love was intenſe. Every ſuch fuggeſtion was as 
a dagger to his ſoul; and what rendered the tor- 
ture more exquiſite, he Jay under obligations to 

_. thoſe very perſons, whoſe ſelfiſh and fordid ſenti- 
ments he difdained : ſo that he was reſtricted by 
gfatitude from giving vent to his indignation ; and 
his forlorn circumftances would not permit him 
to renounce their acquaintance, While he ſtrug- 
gled with theſe: mortifications, his wants grew 
more and importunate, and his creditors became 
chmorous. | | * 

: Fathom, to whom all his grievances were diſ- 
cloſed, lamented his hard hap with all the demon- 
firations of ſympathy which he could expect to 
find in ſuch a zealous adherent ; he upbraided him- 
ſelf inceffantly as the cauſe of his patron's diftreſs ; 

took God to witneſs, that be would rather bave 
periſhed in jail, than have enjoyed his liberty, had 
he Known it would "have coft his deareſt friend 
and benefactor one tenth part of the anguiſh be 
now fiw bim ſuffer; and in concluſion, the fer- 

— vency of his affection glowed to ſuch a degree, 

that he offe ted to beg, fleal, or plunder on the 
high way, for Renaldo's aſſiſtance. 
Certain it is, he might Have recollected a leſs 

ö difagrecable expedient than any of the ſe, to 3 . 
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late the panps of this unbappy lover: for, kt that 
very period, he was phſſeſſect of money and move 
ables to the amount of a much greater ſum than that 
which was neceſſary to remove the ſevereſt pangs 
of the Count's misfortune. But, whether he dic 
not reflect upon this reſource, or was willing to 
let Melvil be better acquainted with adver ty, 
which is the great ſchool of life, T' thall leave” 
the reader to determine: yet, ſo far was he from 
ſupplying the wants of the young Hungarian, 
that he did not ſcruple to receive a ſhare of the 
miſerable pittance ' which that gentleman made 
ſhift to extort from the complaiſance of à few' 
companions,” whole countenanee he ſtill enjoyed. 

Renaldo's life was now become à factifice to 
the moſt poignant diſtreſs: almoſt his whole time 
was engrofled by a double ſcheme comprehendin 
his efforts. to render his departure practicable, and 
bis expedients for raiſing the means of daily bread. 
With regard to the firſt, he exerted himſelf among 
a ſet of merchants, ſome of whom knew his fa- 
mily and expectations; and, for the laft, he was 
fain to depend upon the aſſiſtance of a few inti- 
mates, Who were not in condition to furniſh him 
wich ſums of conſequence. Theſe, however, 
gradually dropped off, on pretence of friendly te 
ſentment for his indiſcreet conduct; ſo that he 
found himfelf naked and deſerted by alF his former 
companions, except one gentleman, with whom 
he had ſived in the moſt unreſerved correſpondence; 
3 with a perſon of the warmeſt friendſhip, and 
the moſt unbounded benevolence : nay, he had 
actually experienced repeated proofs of his gene- 
toſity; and ſuch. were the Count's ſentiments of 
the gratitude, love and eſteem Which were due 
10 the authot of theſe obligations, that he _ 2 
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have willingly laid down his own life for his in- 
tereſt or advantage. He had already been at dif- 
ferent times accommodated by this benefactor, 
with occaſional Rae amounting in the whole 
to about forty or fifty pounds; and fo feartul was 
he of taking any ſtep by which he might ſorfeit 
the good- will of this gentleman, that he ſtruggled 
with unparalelled difficulty and vexation, before 
he could prevail upon himſelf to put his liberality 
to another proof. . 
What maxims of delicacy will not the dire 
calls of neceſſity infringe!! Reduced to the al- 
ternative of applying once more to that benefi- 
cence which had never failed him, or of ſeeing 
Monimia ſtarve, he chaſe the firſt, as of two evils 
the leaſt, and intruſted Fathom with a letter ex- 
plaining the bitterneſs of his cafe. It was not 
without trepidation. that he received in the even- 
ing, from his meſſenger, an anſwer to this billet: 
but what were his pangs when be learned the 
contents? The gentleman, aſter having profeſſed 
himſelf Melvils ſincere well-wiſher, gave him to 
underſtand, that he was reſolved for the future to 
detach himſelf from every correſpondence which 
would be inconvenient for him to maintain; that 
he conſidered his intimacy with the Count in that 
light: yet, neveitheleſs, if his diſtreſs was really 
ag great as he had - deſeribed it, he would ſtill con- 
tribute ſomething towards his relief; and accord- 
ingly, had ſent, by the bearer five guineas for that 
purpoſe : but deſired, him to take notice, that, in 
To doing, he laid himſelf under ſome difficulty. 
- Renaldo's grief and mortification at this diſap- 
pointment were unſpeakable : he now faw demo- 
liſhed the, laſt ſcreen betwixt bim and the extre- 
min of indigence and Wor; be beheld the milf 
i 
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of his _ abandoned. to the bleakeſt ſcenes of 


further ſupplies. Not withſtanding theſe accumu- 
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ove want; and he deeply reſented. the 
12 of the letter, by which he conceived 
himſelf treated as a worthleſs ſpendthrift, and im- 
portunate beggar. T ho' bis purſe was exhauſted 
to the laſt ſhilling; tho? he was ſurrounded with 
neceſſities. and demands, and knew. not how to 
provide another meal for his fair: dependant, he,. 
in oppoſition to all the fuggeſtions and eloquence 
of Fathom, diſpatched him with the money and 
another billet, intimating in the moſt reſpectſul 
terms, that he approved of his friend's new 
adopted maxim, which, for the future, he ſhould 
always take care to rae. ; and that he had 
ſent back the laſt inſtance of his bounty, as a proof. 
how little he was diſpoſed to incommode his be- 
neta 
127 letter, tho' ſincerely meant, and written 
in a very ſerious mood, the gentleman conſidered 
as an ungrateful piece of i irony, and in that. opi- 
nion complained to ſeveral perſons of the Count's. 
acquaintance, who unanimouſly exclaimed againſt: 
him, as a ſordid, unthankful, and profligate knave 
that abuſed and reviled thoſe very people who had 
generouſly befriended him, whenever they found, 
it inconvenient to nouriſh his extravagance with 


lated oppreſſions, he {till perſevered with fortitude 
in his endeavours to diſentangle himſelf from this 
maze of miſery. To theſe he was encouraged, 
by a letter which about this time he received from 
bis after, importin 5 that ſhe had good reaſon ta. 
— 21 the real will of her father had been ſup- 
lled for certain ſiniſter views; and, deſiring 

to haſten his departure for Hungary, where 
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able and willing to ſuppo! 28 He hac 


ſome trinkets left; the *pawh-broket*s ſhop was 
ſtill open; and hitherto he made ſhift to conceal 
from Monimia the extent of his affiiction. 
The money- broker whom he employed, after 
having amuſed” him with a variety of ſchemes, 
which ſerved no other purpoſe than that of pro- 
tracting his own job, at length undertook to make 
bim acquainted wich à ſet of mohied men who 
had been very adventurous in lending ſums 
upon perſonal ſecurity ; he was therefore in- 
troduced to their club, in the moſt favourable 
manner, after the broker had endeavoured to pre- 
poſſeſs them ſeparately, with magnificebt ideas of 
his family and fortune. By means of this antici- 
pation, he was received with a manifeſt relaxation 


of that ſeverity, which people of this claſs mingle 


in their aſpects to the world in general; and they 
even vied with each other in their demonſtrations 
of hoſpitality and reſpect; for every one in parti- 
cCular looked upon him as a young heir, who would 

bleed freely, and mortgage at cent. per cent. 


Renaldo, buoyed up with theſe exterior civi - 


* ities," began to flatter himſelf with hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs, which, however, were ſoon checked by the 
nature of the converſation; during which the 
ch ir- man upbraided one of the members in open 
club, for having once lent förty pounds upon 
Neght ſecurity: the perſon accuſed alledged in bis 
own defence, that the borrower was his own 
kinſman, whoſe funds he knew to be ſufficient; 
that he had granted his bond, and been at the 

expence of inſuring his life for the money; and, 
in' condufion, had diſcharged it to the day with 
great punQuality. Theſe allegations were not 


who 


deemed exculpatory by the reſt of the aſſembly, 
9 St 
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who with one voice pronounced him guilty of un- 
warrantable raſhneſs and indiſcretion, which, in 
tune ooming, muſt undoubtedly operate to the 
prejud ice of his character and credit. 

Ibis was a bitter declaration to the young 
Count, ho, nevertheleſs, endeavoured to im- 
prove the footing he had gained among them. 
by courting their company, conforming to their 
manners, and attentively liſtening to their diſ- 
courſe. When he had cultivated them with 
great aſſiduity, for the ſpace of ſome weeks, dined 
at their houſes upon preſſing invitations, and re- 
ceived repeated offers of ſervice and friendſhip, 
believing that things were now ripe for the pur» 
poſe, he one day, at a tavern ts which he had: 
invited him to dinner, ventured to diſcloſe his 
ſnuation to him, whoſe: countenance was the leaſt 
unpromiſing; and as he introduced the buſineſs 
with a propoſal of borrowing money, he per- 
ceived. his eyes / ſparkle with a viſible alacrity, 
from which he drew. an happy preſage. But, alas! 
this was no more than a tranſient gleam of ſun- 
ſhine; -which was ſuddenly obumbrated by the ſe - 
quel of his explanation; inſomuch, that, when 
the merchant underſtood the nature of the ſecu- 
ity, his viſage was involved in a moſt difagree- 
able gloom, and his eyes diſtorted into a moſt hi- 
ceous obliquity of viſion: indeed, he ſquinted ſo 
borribly, that Renaldo was amazed and almoſt 
affrighted at his looks, until he perceived that 
this diſtortion proceeded from concern for a ſilver 
tobacco: box which he had laid down by him on 
the table, after having filled his pipe: as the youth 
proceeded to unfold bis neceſſities, the other be- 
crime gradually alarmed for this utenſil, to which 
be daorted hig eyes aſkance in this præternatural 
ias , direCtiong 
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direction, until he had lily ſecured it in his 
ne 
Hlaving made this ſucceſsful conveyance, he 
ſhifted his eyes alternately ſrom the young gen- 
tleman to the broker, for a conſiderable pauſe, 
during which he in filence reproached the lift for 
introducing fuch a/beggarly varlet to his acquaint- 
ance; then taking the pipe from his mouth, 
« Sir, {faid; he, addreſſing bimſelf to the Count) 
if 1 had all the inclination in the world to com- 
ply with your propoſal, it is really not in my 
power: my correſpondents abroad have remitted 
ſuch a number of bad bills of late, that all my 
running caſh hath been exhauſted in ſupporting 
their credit; Mr. Ferret, ſute I am, you was not 
ignorant of my ſituation; and Im not a little fur- 
prized, that you ſhould bring the gentleman to 
me, on buſineſs of this kind: but, as the Wife 
Man obſerves, Bray a fol in @ mortar, and he'll 
never be wiſe.” So faying, with a moſt emphatic 
glance directed to the broker, he rung the bell, 
and called for the reckoning; when, finding that 
he was to be the gueſt of Renaldo, he thanked 
him drily for his good chear, and in an abrupt 
manner took himſelf away. 

TIho' baffled in this quarter, the young gen- 
tleman would not deſpair z but forthwith em- 
ployed Mr. Ferret in an application to another 
of the ſociety; who, after having heard the terms 
of his Commiſſion, deſired him to tell his princi- 
pal, that be could do nothing, without the con- WI 
currence of his partner, who happened to be at fot 
that time in one of our American plantations: 2 Wl *2 
third being follicited, excuſed himſelf on account Tc: 
al an oath which he had lately taken, on the back il t. 
di a capliderable loſs; a fourth being tried, male BY 
211. N 5 antwWer, 
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anſwer, that it was not in his way: and a fifth 
candidly owned, that he never lent money with- 
out proper ſecurity, 
Thus the ſorlorn Renaldo tried every experi- 
ment without ſucceſs, and now ſaw the laſt ray 
of hope extinguiſhed. Well nigh deſtitute: of, 
preſent ſupport, and encompaſſed with unrelent- 
ing duns, he was obliged to keep within doors, 
and ſeek. ſome comfort in the converſation of his 
charming miſtreſs, and his faithful friend: yet, 
even there, he experienced the extremeſt rigour 
of adverſe fate. Every rap at the door alarmed 
him with the expeQation of ſome noiſy tradeſman 
demanding payment, when he endeavoured to a- 
muſe himſelf with drawing, ſome unlucky feature 
of the occaſional portrait, recalled the image of, 
an obdurate creditor, and made him tremble at 
the work of his own hands. When he fled for 
ſhelter to the flattering creation of fancy, ſome 
abhorred idea always ftarted up amidſt the gay 
vition, and diſſolved the pleaſing enchantment. 
Even the ſeraphic voice of Monimia had no longer 
power to compoſe the anxious tumults of his mind: 
every ſong ſhe warbled, every tune ſhe played, 
recalled to his remembrance ſome ſcene of love 
and happineſs elapſed ; and overwhelmed his ſoul 
with the woful compariſon of paſt and preſent 
tate, He ſaw all that was amiable and perfe& in 
woman, all that he held moſt dear and ſacred 
upon earth, tottering on the brink of *miſery, 
without knowing the danger of her ſituation, and 
found himſelf unable to prevent her fall, or even 
to forewarn her of the peril.: for, as we have al- 
ready. obſerved, his ſoul, could not brook the 
thought of communicating the tidings of diſtreſs 
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Renolllo i diſtreſs deepens, and Fathon''s plot thicken, 


8 aggravated misfortune could not fait to 
affect his temper and deportment: the con- 
tmual efforts he made to conceal his vexation 
produced a manifeſt diſtraction'in his behaviour 
and diſcourſe. He began to be ſeized with hor- 
ror at the ſight of poor Monimia, whom he there- 
fore ſhunned as much as the circumſtances of their 
correſponcence would allow; and every evening 
he went forth alone to ſome ſolitary place, where 
he could unperceived give a looſe tothe tranſports 
of his ſorrow, and in filence meditate ſome means 
to lighten the burden of his woe. His heart was 
ſometimes ſo ſavaged with deſpair, which repre- 
ſented mankind as his inveterate enemies, that he 
entertained thoughts of denouncing war againſt 
the whole community, and ſupplying his own 
wants with the ſpoils he ſhould win: at other 
times, he was tempted with the deſire of putting 
an end to his miſeries and life together: yet theſe 
were but the tranſitory ſuggeſtions of temporary 
madneſs, that ſoon yielded to the dictates of rea- 
ſon. From the execution of the firſt, he was 
reſtrained by his own notions of honour and mo- 
rality ; and from uſing the other expedient, he was 
deterred by his love for Monimia, together with 
the motives of philoſophy and religion. 

While in this manner he ſecretly nurſed the 
worm of grief that preyed upon bis vitals, the 
alteration in his countenance and conduct did not 
eſcape the eye of that diſcerning young lady. >he 
was alarmed at the change, yet afraid to * 
2 Inte 
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into the ſource of it; for, being ignorant of his 
diſtreſs, ſhe could impute it to no cauſe in which 
her happineſs was not deeply intereſted. She had 
obſerved his ſtrained complaiſanse, and extraor- 
dinary emotion: ſhe had detected him in repeated 
attempts to avoid her company, and taken notice 
of his regular excurſions in the dark. Theſe were 
alarming ſymptoms to a lover of her delicacy and 
pride: ſhe ſtrove in vain to put the moſt favour- 
able conſtruct ion on what ſhe ſaw ; and finally, 
imputed the effects of his deſpondence to the alie- 
nation of his heart. Made miſerable beyond ex- 
preſſion by theſe ſuſpicions, ſhe imparted them 
to Fathom, who by this time was in full poſſeſſion 
of her confidence and eſteem, and implored his 
advice touching her conduct in ſuch a nice con- 
juncture. | Ai * 
This artful politician, who rejoiced at the ef- 
fect of her penetration, no ſooner heard himſelf 
queſtioned on the ſubject, than he gave tokens of 
ſurprize and confuſion, ſignifying his concern to 
ind ſhe had diſcovered what {for the honour of his 
friend) he wiſhed had never come to light. His 
behaviour on this occaſion confirmed her fatal 
zegnjeture; and ſhe conjured him in the moſt pa- 
thezic manner, to tell her if he thought Renaldo's 
heart had doi ed any new engagement. At 
this queſtion, Nes with ſigns of extreme a- 
gitation, and: ftifling an artificial ſigb, “ Sure, 
madam, ſaid he, you cannot doubt the Count's 
conſtancy——1 am confident—he is certainly=— 
| proteſt, madam, I am ſoſhocked®” ——— 
Here he made a full pauſe, as if the conflict 
between his integrity and his friendſhip would not 
allow him to proceed, and ſummoned the moiſture 
into either eye Then are my doubts 
l | — re- 
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removed, cried the afflicted Monimia: I ſee your 
candour in the midſt of your attachment to Re. 
naldo; and will no longer torment you with im- 
ge interrogations. and vain complaints,” 
With theſe words, a flood of tears guſhed from 
her-enchanting eyes, and ſhe inſtantly withdrew 
into her own apartment, where ſhe indulged her 
ſorrow to exceſs. Nor was her grief unanimated 
with reſentment. She was by birth, nature and 
education inſpired with that dignity of pride which 
ennobles the human heart; and this, by the cir- 
cumſtance of her preſent dependence, was ren- 
dered extremely jealous and ſuſceptible : inſomuch 
that ſhe could not brook the leaſt ſhadow of in- 
difference, much leſs an injury of ſuch a nature, 
from the man whom ſhe bad honoured with her 
affections, and for whom ſhe had diſobliged and 
deſerted her family and friends. 

Though her love was ſo unalterably fixed on 
this unhappy youth, that, without the continus- 
tion of reciprocal regard, ber life would have be- 

come an unſupportable burden, even amidſt al! 
the ſplendour of affluence and pomp ; and altho' 
ſhe foreſaw, that when his protection ſhould ceaſe, 
ſhe muſt be left a wretched orphan in a foreign 
land, expoſed to all the miſeries of want: yet, 
ſuch was the loftineſs of her diſpleaſure, that ſbe 
diſdained to complain, or even demand an ex- 
planation from the ſuppoſed author of her wrongs. 

While ſhe continued undetermined in her pur- 
. poſe, and fluftuating on this ſea of torture, Fa- 
thom, bzlieving that now was the ſeaſon for 


{working upon her paſſions, while they were all in 
* 'cominotion, became, if poſſible, more aſſiduous 
than ever about the fair mourner, modelled his 
features into a melancholy caſt, pretended to _ 
281 2 ef 
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her diſtreſs with the moſt emphatic ſympathy, 
and endeavoured to keep her reſentment glowing 
by cunning inſinuations, which, tho' apparently 
deſigned to apologize for his friend, ſerved only 
to aggravate the guilt; of his perkdy and diſhonour. - 
This pretext of friendly concern, is the moſt ef- 
ſectual vehicle for the conveyance of malice and 
ſander; and a man's reputation is never ſo mor- 
tally. ſtabbed, | as when the aſſaſſin begins with 
the preamble of, For my own part, I can 
ſafely ſay, that no man upon earth has a greater 
regard for him than I have; and it is with the 
utmoſt anguiſh and concern that I ſee him miſ- 
behave in ſuch a manner.” Then he proceeds 
to mangle his character, and the good-natured 
bearers .concluding he is even blacker than he 
is repreſented, on the ſuppoſition that the moſt 
atrocious circumſtances are ſoftened or ſuppreſſed 
by the tenderneſs or friendſhip of the accuſer, ex- 
claim, Good Jack ! what a wretch he muſt be, 
when his beſt friends will no longer attempt to 
defend him] Nay, ſometimes theſe well-wiſhers 
undertake his .defence, and treacherouſly betray 
the cauſe they have eſpouſed, by omitting the 
reaſons that may be urged in his vindication. 
Both theſe methods were praQtiſed by the wily 
Ferdinand, according to the predominant paſſion 
of Monimia : when her indignation prevailed, he 
expatiated upon his love and ſincere regard for 
Renaldo, which, he ſaid, had grown up from the 
cradle, to ſuch a degree of fervour, that he would 
willingly part with life for his advantage. He 
ſhed tears for his apoſtacy ; but eyery drop made 
an indelible ſtain, upon his character; and, in the 
bitterne(s of his grief, ſwore, notwithſtanding his 
fondneſs for Renaldo, which, had become a . 
is 0 
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of his conſtitution,” that the young Hungarian de- n 
"ſerved the moſt infamous deſtiny, for having in- 0 
jured ſuch perfection. At other times, when he ti 
found her melted into ſilent ſorrow, he affected to d 
excuſe the conduct of his friend. He informed 
her, that the young gentleman's temper had been b: 
-uneven from bis infancy; that frailty was natural 4 
to man ; that he might in time be reclaimed by ch 
ſelf· conviction; he even hinted, that ſhe might ha 
have probably aſcribed to inconſtancy, what was W 
really the effect of ſome chagrin which he indu- br 
ſtriouſly concealed from his participation: but, thi 
"when he found her diſpoſed to liſten to this laſt 27 
ſuggeſtion, he deftroyed the force of it, by recol- Fg 
lecting the circumſtances of his nocturnal rambles, ter 
which, he owned, would admit of no favourable "= 
conſtruction. ay the 
By theſe means he blew the coals of her wit 
jealouſy, and inhanced the value of his own ch# ec 
racter, at the ſame time; for {he looked upon fon 


him as a mirror of faith and integrity, and the 
mind being overcharged with woe, naturally ſc:ks WW j.r; 
ſome confident, upon whoſe ſympathy it can re- u 
ſe-itſelf : indeed, his great aim was, to make WI alte 
himſelf neceſſary to her affliction, and ſettle a " 
'goflip:ng correſpondence,” in the familiarity of fraj 
which he hoped his purpoſe would certainly be | 
-anſwered. © | 7 | 
Vet the exertion of theſe talents was not li- 
mited to her alone. While he laid theſe trains 
for the hapleſs young lady, he was preparing 
ſnares of another kind for her unſuſpeCting lover, 
who (for the completion of his miſery) about this 
time began to perceive marks of diſquiet and dil. 
pleaſure in the countenance and deportment of 
: his adored Monimia: for, that young lady, way 
A 8 . ml 
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midit of her grief, remembered her origin, and 
over her ins; tion affected to throw a veil of 
ttanquillity, which ſerved only to give an air of 
diſguſt to her internal diſturbance. 
Renaldo, whoſe patience and philoſophy were 
barely ſufficient to bear the load of his. other 
evils, would have been quite overwhelmed with 
the additional burthen of Monimia's woe, if it 
had not aſſumed this appearance of diſeſteem, 
which, as he knew he had not deſerved it, 
brought his reſentment to his aſſiſtance : Yet 
this was but a wretched cordial to ſupport him 
gainſt the baleful refletions that aſſaulted him 
from every quarter; it operated like thoſe deſperate 
remedies, which while they ſtimulate exhauſted 
nature, help to deſtroy the very fundamentals of 
the conſtitution, He reviewed his own conduct 
with the utmoſt ſeverity, and could not recol- 
ect one circumſtance which could juſtly of- 
iend the idol of his ſoul. The more blameleſs 
he appeared to himſelf in this examination, the 
les excuſable did her behaviour appear: He 
talked his penetration to diſcover the cauſe of this 
alteration 3 he burned with impatience to know 
It ; his diſcernment failed him, and he was a- 
raid (tho' he knew not why) to demand an ex- 
planation. His thoughts were ſo circumſtanced, 
that he durſt not even unboſom himſelf to Fa- 
thom, tho' his own virtue and friendſhip reſiſted 
thoſe ſentiments that began to intrude upon his 
mind, with ſuggeſtions to the prejudice of our 
adyenturer's fidelity. 
Nevertheleſs, unable to endure the torments 
of ſuch intereſting ſuſpenſe, he, at length, made 
1 an effort to expoſtulate with the fair orphan; and 


en abrupt addreſs, the effect of his fear and 
n Vo. II. E con- 


1 The ApyznTURES of 


confuſion, begged to know if he had inadvert- 
ently done any thing to incur her diſpleaſure. 
Monimia hearing herſelf bluntly accoſted in this 
unuſual ſtrain, after repeated inſtances of his re- 
ſerve and ſuppoſed inconſtancy, conſidered the 
| queſtion as a freſh inſult, and ſummoning her 
| whole pride to her aſſiſlance, replied with af- 
!h feded tranquillity, or rather with an air of ſcorn, 
| 

| 


that ſhe had no title to judge, neither did ſhe 
pretend to condemn his conduct, This anſwer, 


ſo wide of that tenderneſs and concern which | 

had hitherto manifeſted itſelf in the diſpoſition 

of his amiable miſtreſs, deprived him of all power 

| to carry on the converſation, and he retired [ 
| | with a low bow, fully convinced of his having D 
|| irretrievably loſt the place he had poſleſſed in Y 
1 her affection; for, to his imagination, warped b 
| and blinded by his misfortunes, her demeanour te 
ſeemed fraught, not with a tranſient gleam of fo 
anger, which a reſpectſul lover would ſoon have cl 
appeaſed, but with that contempt and indiffer- ſh 

ence which denote a total abſence of affection en 

and eſteem. She, on the other hand, miſcon- Te! 

ſtrued his ſudden retreat; and now they beheld ple 

the actions of each other thro' the falſe medium po 

of prejudice and reſentment. To ſuch fatal miſ- lef 
underſtandings, the peace and happineſs of whole tw 
families often fall a ſacrifice. os 

| | dee 

. ſpe 

the 

woe 

P. A 

96.4 ſuſte 


FERDINAND Count FaTwoM. 95 


CHAP. XLVI. 


Our adventurer becomes abſolute in his power over 
the paſſions of his friend; and effetts one half 


of his aim. 


Nfuenced by this dire miſtake, the breaſts. of 
12 unhappy lovers began to be invaded 
with the horrors of jealouſy : the tender-hearted 
Monimia endeavoured to devour her griefs in ſi- 
lence ; ſhe in ſecret bemoaned her forlorn fate, 
without ceaſing ; her tears flowed without inter- 
miſſion from night to morn, and from morn to 
night: She ſought not to know the object for 
which ſhe was forſaken; ſhe meant not to up- 
braid her undoer ; her aim was to find a ſequeſ- 
tered cqrner, in which ſhe could indulge her 
ſorrow 3 where ſhe could brood over the melan- 
choly remembrance of her former felicity, where 
ſhe could recolle& thoſe happy ſcenes ſhe had 
enjoyed under the wings of her indulgent pa- 
rents, when her whole life was a revolution of 
pleaſures, and ſhe was ſurrounded with affluence, 
pomp and admiration ; where ſhe could, unmo- 
leſted, dwell upon the wretched compariſon be- 
tween her paſt and preſent condition, and paint 
every circumſtance of her miſery in the moſt 
aggravating colours, that they might make the 
deeper impreſſion upon her mind, and the more 
ſpeedily contribute to that diſſolution for which 
ſhe ardently wiſhed, as a total releaſe from 
woe. 

Amidſt theſe pinings, ſhe began to loath all 
ſuſtenance; her cheeks grew wan, her bright 
eyes loſt their nn. the roſes , vaniſhed * 
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her lips, and her delicate limbs could hardly ſup- 

rt their burthen ; in a word, her ſole conſola- 
tion was limited to the proſpect of depoſiting her 
ſorrows in the grave ; and her only wiſh was to 
procure a retreat in which ſhe might wait with 
reſignation for that happy period.. Yet this me- 
lancholy comfort ſhe could not obtain without 
the advice and mediation of Fathom, whom ſhe 
therefore ſtill continued to ſee and conſult, 
While theſe conſultations were held, Renaldo's 
boſom was ravaged with tempeſts of rage and di- 
ſtraction. He believed himſelf ſuperſeded in the 
affedtion of his miſtreſs, by ſome favoure1 ri- 
val, whoſe ſucceſs rankled at his ſoul; and 
tho” he ſcarce durſt communicate the ſuſpicion 
to his own heart, his obſervation continually 
whiſpered to him, that he was ſupplanted by his 
friend Fathom ; for Monimia was totally detach- 
ed from the converſation of every other man, 
and he had of late noted their intercourſe with 
diſtempered eyes. 

Theſe conſiderations ſometimes tranſported 
him to ſuch a degree of frenzy, that he was 
tempted to ſacrifice them both as traitors to gra- 
titude, friendſhip, and love ; but ſuch deliriums 
ſoon vaniſhed before his honour and humanity, 
He would not allow himſelf to think amiſs of 
Ferdinand, until ſome undoubted mark of his 
guilt ſhould appear; and this was fo far from 
being. the caſe, that hitherto there was ſcarce a 
preſumption, On the contrary (ſaid he to him- 
: ſelf) I am hourly receiving proofs of his ſympa- 
thy and attachment: Not but that he may bethe 
innocent cauſe of my miſhap. His ſuperior qua- 
lifications may have attracted the eye, and en- 
gaged the heart of that inconſtant fair, without 


his 
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his being ſenſible of the victory he has won; or, 
perhaps, ſhocked at the conqueſt he hath unwil- 
lingly made, he diſcourages her advances, tries 
to reaſon down her unjuſtifiable paſſion, and in 
the mean time, conceals from me the particulars, 
out of regard to my happineſs and quiet. 

Under cover of theſe favourable conjectures, 
our adventurer ſecurely proſecuted his ſcheme 
upon the unfortunate Monimia. He dedicated 
himſelf wholly to her ſervice and converſation, 
except at thoſe times when his company was re- 
queſted by Renaldo, who- now very ſeldom ex- 
acted his attendance : In his miniſtry about the 
perſon of the beauteous orphan, this cunning in- 
cendiary mingled- ſuch awful regard, ſuch melt- 
ing compaſſion, as effectually ſcreened him from 
the ſuſpicion of treachery, while he widened the 
fatal breach between her and her lover, by the 
moſt diabolical inſinuations. He repreſented his 
friend as a voluptuary, who gratified his own 
appetite without the leaſt regard to honour or 
conſcience ; and with a ſhew of infinite reluct- 
ance imparted ſome anecdotes of his ſenſuality, 
which he had feigned for the purpoſe ; then he 
would exclaim in an affected tranſport, ** Graci- 
ous heaven | is it poſſible for any man who has 
the leaſt title to perception or humanity to injure 


* ſuch innocence and perfection! for my own part, 
had I been fo undeſervedly happy beaven 
a. aud earth ! Forgive my tranſports, madam, I can- 


not help ſeeing and admiring ſuch divine attrac- 

tons, I cannot help reſenting your wrongs ; 

tis the cauſe of virtue I eſpouſe; it ought to be 

the cauſe of every honeſt man.” 5 

He had often repeated ſuch apoſtrophes as 

licſe, which ſhe N to nothing elſe than 
| Nee 
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| ſheer benevolence and virtuous indignation, and 
actually began to think he had made ſome im- 
preſſion upon her heart; not that he now en- 
tertained the hope of an immediate triumph 
+ oyer her chaſtity;* The more he contemplated 
her chatadter, the more difficult the conqueſt 
ſeemed to be ; he therefore altered his plan, and 
reſolved to carry on his operations, under the 
ſhelter of honourable propoſals, foreſeeing that 
2 wife of her qualifications, if properly managed, 
would turn greatly to the account of the huſ- 
band; or if her virtue ſhould prove refractory, 
that he could, at any time, rid himſelf of the 
incumbrance, by decamping without beat of 
drum, after he ſhould be cloyed with poſſeſſion. 
- Elevated by theſe expectations, he, one day, 
in the midſt of a preconcerted rhapſody, import- 
ing, that he could no longer conceal: the fire 
that *preyed :updon' his heart, threw himſelf on 
his khees* before the lovely mourner, and im- 
printed a kiſs on her fair hand: Tho' he did 


| 

not 'prefume to take this liberty, till after ſuch 
preparation as he thought had altogether extin- 
guiſhed her regard for Melvil, and paved the way 0 
for his own reception in room of that diſcarded 
lover; he had ſo far overſhot his mark, that ] 
Monimia, inſtead of favouring his declaration, f 
ſtarted up and retired in ſilence, her checks t 
glowing with ſhame, and her eyes gleaming ti 
with indignation. | fi 
Ferdinand no ſooner recovered from the con- n 
fuſion produced by this unexpected repulſe, than J1 
he faw the: neceflity of coming to a ſpeedy de- fi 
termination, left the offended fair one ſhouls ap. y 
peal*to Renaldo, in which caſe they might be * 


mutually undeceived, te his utter ſhame and con- 
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fuſion; he therefore reſolved to depreciate her 
anger, by humble ſupplications, and by proteſt- 


ing, that whatever tortures he might ſuffer by 


ſuppreſſing his ſentiments, ſhe ſhould never again 
be offended with a declaration of his paſſion. 

Having thus appeaſed the gentle Monimia, 
and diſcovered, that in ſpite of her reſentment, 
his friend ſtill kept poſſeſſion of her heart, he de- 
termined to work an effeftual ſeparation, fo 
2s that the young lady being utterly deſerted by 
Melvil, ſhould be left altogether in his power. 
With this chriſtian intention he began to ſadden 
bis viſage with a double ſhade of penſive me- 
lancholy, in the preſence of Renaldo, to ſtifle a 
ſucceſhon of involuntary fighs, to anſwer from 
the purpoſe, to be incoherent in his diſcourſe, 
and in a word, to act the part of a perſon 
wrapt up in ſorrowful cogitation. 

Count Melvil, ſcon as he perceived thefe 
ſymptoms, very kindly enquired into the caufe 
of them, and was not a little alarmed to hear- 
the artful and evaſive anſwers of Ferdinand, who 
without diſcloſing the ſource of his diſquiet, 
earneſtly begg'd leave to retire into ſome other 
corner of the world. Rouſed by this intreaty, 
the Hungarian's jealouſy awoke, and with vio- 
lent agitation he exclaimed : ** Then are my 
fears too true! my dear Fathom, I comprehend 
the meaning of your requeſt. I have for ſome 
time perceived an hoſt of horrors approaching, 
from that quarter. I know your worth and ho- 
nour, I depend upon your friendſhip, and con- 
jure you by all the ties of it, to free me at once 
from the moſt miſerable ſuſpenſe, by owning 
Jeu have involuntarily captivated the heart of 
that unhappy maiden.” n 
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ſhocks of their ſucceſſive conflicts, that bis bo- 


830 The AvpvenTurEs of 


To this ſolemn interrogation he made no 
reply ; but ſhedding a flood of tears (of which 


he had always a magazine at command) he re- 
peated his deſire of withdrawing, and took God 


to witneſs, that what he propoſed was ſolely for 
the quiet of his ee patron and beloved 
friend. “ Enough (cried the unfortunate Re- 


naldo) the meaſure of my woes is now filled up.” 


So ſaying, he fell backwards in a ſwoon, from 
which he was with difficulty recovered to the 
ſenſation of the moſt exquiſite torments. Dur- 
ing this paroxyſm, our adventurer nurſed him 
with infinite care and tenderneſs; he exhorted 
him to ſummon all his fortitude to his afliſtance ; 
to remember his fore-fathers, and exert hiniſclf 
in the imitation of their virtues; to fly from thoſe 
bewitching charms which had enſlaved his better 
part, to retrieve his peace of mind, by reflect- 
ing on the inconſtancy and ingratitude of woman, 
and amuſe his imagination in the purſuit of ho- 
nour and glory. | 
After theſe admonitions, he abuſed his ears 


- with a forged detail of the gradual advances made 


to him by Monimia, and the ſteps he had taken 


to diſcourage her addreſſes, and re. eſtabliſh her 


virtue; poiſoning the mind of that credulous 
youth to ſuch a degree, that in all probability he 
would have put a fatal period to his own exilt- 
ence, had not Fathom found means to allay the 
rage of his extaſy, by the cunning arrangement 
of oppoſite conſiderations. He ſet bis pride a- 
gainſt his love, he oppoſed his reſentment to his 
ſorrow, and his ambition to his defpair. Not- 
withſtanding the ballance of power, ſo ſettled 
among theſe antagoniſts, ſo violent were the 


ſom 
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ſom fared like a wretched province harraſſed, 
depopulated, and laid waſte, by two fierce con- 
tending armies, From this moment, his life was 


nothing but an alternation of ſtarts and reveries z 
he wept and raved by turns, according to the 


prevailing guſt of paſſion ; food became a ſtranger” 


to his lips, and ſleep to his eye-lids; he could 
not ſupport the preſence of Monimia ; her ab- 
ſence increaſed the torture of his pangs; and 
when he met her by accident, he ſtarted back 
with horror, like a traveller who chances to 
tread upon a ſnake. 

The poor afflicted orphan, worn to a ſhadow 
with ſelf-conſuming anguiſh, eager to find ſome 
lowly retreat, where ſhe could breathe out her 
ſoul in peace, and terrified at the frantic behavi- 
our of Renaldo, communicated to Fathom her 
deſire of removing, and begged that he would 
take a ſmall picture of her father, decorated with 
diamonds, and convert them into money for the 
expence of her ſubſiſtence. This was the laſt 
piedge of her family, which ſhe had received 
from her mother, who had preſerved it in the 
midſt of numberleſs diſtreſſes; and no other ſpe- 
cies of miſery, but that which ſhe. groaned un- 
der, could have prevailed upon the daughter to 
part with it: But excluſive of other motives, the 
very image itſelf, by recalling to her mind the 


honours of her name, upbraided her with living. 


in dependence upon a man, who had treated her 
with ſuch indignity and ingratitude ; beſides, ſhe 
flattered herſelf with the hope that - ſhe ſhould 
not long ſurvive the loſs of this teſtimonial, 

Our adventurer, with many profeſſions of ſor- 
row and mortification at his own want of capa- 
City, to prevent ſuch an alienation, undertook 
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to diſpoſe of it to the beſt advantage, and to pro- 
vide her with a cheap and retired apartment, to 
which-he Would conduct her in ſafety, tho' at 
the*hazard of bis life. In the mean time, how- 
ever, he repaired to his friend Renaldo; and af. 
ter having admoniſhed him to arm his ſoul with 
patience and philoſophy, declared that Moni- 
mia's guilty paſſion for himſelf, could no longer 
de kept within bounds : that ſhe had conjured 
Him, in the moſt preſſing manner, to aſſiſt her 
in efcaping from an houſe which ſhe conſidered 
as the worſt of dungeons, becauſe ſhe was in it 
daily expoſed to the fight and company of 
a man whom ſhe deteſted; and that ſhe had 
bribed him to compliance with her requeſt, not 
only with' repeated promiſes of eternal love and 
ſubmiſſion, but alſo with the picture of her fa- 
ther ſet with diamonds, which ſhe had hitherto 
reſerved as the-laft and greateſt teſtimony of her 
affection and eſteem 

With theſe words, he preſented the fatal 
pledge to the eyes of the aſtoniſhed youth, upon 
whom it operated like the poiſonous fight of the 
bafiliſk'; for, in an inſtant, the whole paſſions of 
his foul were in the moſt violent agitation, 
« What! (cried he, in an extaſy of rage) is ſhe 
fo abandoned to perfidy, fo loft to ſhame, fo 
damned to conſtancy, to gratitude and virtuous 
love, as to meditate the means of leaving me 
without decency, without remorſe ! to forſake 
me in my adverſity, when my hapleſs fortune 
can no longer flatter 'the pride and vanity of her 
expectation! O woman! woman! woman! 


what ſimile ſhall I find to illuſtrate the character 


of the ſex; but I will not have recourle to 
vain complaints and feeble —— By 
50 | F 59 heaven! 
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heaven I ſhe ſhall not ſcape ; ſhe ſhall not tri- 
umph in her levity—ſhe ſhall not exult in my di- 


fires: No! I will rather facrifice her to my juſt” 


reſentment, to the injured powers of love and 
friendſhip. I will a& the avenging miniſter of 
heaven! I will mangle that fair boſom which 
contains ſo falſe an heart! I will tear her to 
pieces, and ſcatter thoſe beauteous limbs, as a 
prey to _ beaſts of the field, and the fowls of 
the air!“ | WAY 


Fathom, who expected this ſtorm, far from 


attempting to oppoſe its progreſs, waited with 
patience until its firſt violence was overblown, 
then aſſuming an air of condolance, animated 


with that reſolution which a friend ought 'ta . 
maintain on ſuch occaſions : ** My dear count 


(faid he) I am not at all ſurprized at your emo- 
tion, becauſe I know what an heart, ſuſceptible 
as yours, muſt feel, from the apoſtacy of one who 
has reigned ſo long the object of your love, ad- 
miration, and eſteem. Your endeavours to 
drive her from your thoughts, muſt ereate an 


azony much more ſevere, than that which 
divorces the ſoul from the body. Nevertheleſs, I 


am ſo confident of your virtue and your man- 
hood, as to foreſee that you will allow the frail 
Monimia to execute that reſolution which ſhe 
hath ſo unwiſely taken to withdraw herſelf from 
your love and protection. Believe me, my beſt 
friend and benefactor, this is a ſtop, in conſe- 
quence of which you {will infallibly retrieve your 
peace of mind, It may coſt you many bitter 
pangs, it may probe your wounds to the quick; 
but thoſe pangs will be ſoothed by the gentle and 
falutary wing of time, and that probing will rouſe 
you to a due ſenſe of your own dignity and im- 
1 E 6 portance, 
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portance, which will enable you to convert your 
attention to objects far more worthy of your 
contemplation. All the hopes of happineſs you 
had cheriſhed in the poſſeſſion of Monimia, are 
now irrecoverably blaſted ; her heart is now de- 
| baſed beneath your conſideration ; her love is, 
without all deubt, extinguiſhed, and her honour 
irretrievably loſt z inſomuch, that were ſhe to 
profeſs forrow for her indiſcretion, and implore 
your forgiveneſs, with the moſt ſolemn promiſes 
of regarding you for the future with unalterable 
fidelity and affection, you ought not to reſtore 
her to that place in your heart which ſhe hath fo 
meanly forfeited; becaufe you could not at the 
ſame time reinſtate her in the poſſeſſion of that 
delicate efteem without which there is no harmo- 
ny, no rapture, no true enjoyment in love. No, 
my dear Renaldo, expel the unworthy tenant 
from your boſom ; allow her to fill up the mea- 
ſure of her ingratitude, by deferting her lover, 
friend and. benefactor, Your glory demands her 
diſmiſſion; the world will applaud your genero- 
fity, and your own heart approve of your con- 
duct: So diſincumbered, let us exert ourſclves 
once more in promoting your departure from 
this iſland, that you may reviſit your father's houlc, 
do juſtice to your ſelf and amiable ſiſter, and 
take vengeance on the author of your wrongs ; 
then dedicate yourſelf to glory, in imitation cf 
your renowned anceſtors, and flouriſh in the fa- 
vour of your imperial patron.” 

: Theſe remonſtrances had ſuch effect upon the 
Hungarian, that his'face was lighted up with a 
tranſient gleam of ſatisſaction; he embraced 
Ferdinand with great ardour, calling him bis 


pride, his Mentor, his good genius, and intreated 


1 * : him 
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him to gratify the inclination of that fickle crea» 
ture, ſo far as to convey her to another lodging, 
without loſs of time, while he would, by abſent- 
ing bimſelf, favour their retreat. 

Our hero having obtained this permiſſion, went 
immediately to the ſkirts of the town, where he 
had previouſly, beſpoke a ſmall, tho' neat apart- 
ment, at the houſe of an old woman, widow of a- 
French refugee : he had already reconnoitred the 
ground, by founding his landlady, from whoſe 
poverty and complaiſance he found reaſon. to ex- 
pect all ſorts of freedom and opportunity for the 
accompliſhment of his aim upon Monimia's per- 
ſon. The room being prepared for her recepti- 
on, he returned to. that diſconſolate beauty, to 
whom he preſented ten guineas, which he pre- 
tended to have raiſed by pledging the picture; 
though he himſelf ated as the pawn-broker on 
this occaſion, for a very plain and ovious reaſon. 

The fair orphan was overjoyed to find her wiſh 
lo ſpeedily accompliſhed : the forthwith packed 
up her neceſſaries in a trunk; and an hackney- 
coach was called in the duſk of the evening, in 
00 ſhe imbarked with her baggage and con- 

uctor. | 

Vet ſhe did not leave the habitation of Renaldo 
without regret. In the inſtant of parting, the 
idea of that unfortunate youth was aſſociated with 
every well known object that preſented itſelf to 
ber eyes; not as an inconſtant, ungenerous and 
per jured ſwain, but as the accompliſhed, the vir- 
tuous, the melting lover, whe had captivated her 
virgin heart. As Fathom led her to the door, 
lhe was met by Renaldo's dog, which had long 
been her favourite, and the poor animal fawning, 
upon her as ſhe paſſed, her heart was over- 

ih | whelmed 
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-whelmed with ſuch a guſh of tenderneſs, that 3 
food of tears ſtreamed down her cheeks, and ſhe 
had well nigh ſunk upon the floor. 

Ferdinand conſidering this emotion as the 1:4 
tribute ſhe would pay to Renaldo, hurricd her 
into the coach, where ſhe ſoon recovercd her 
compoſure; and in a little time he uſhered her in- 
to the houſe of madam la Mer, by whom ſhe was 
received with great cordiality, and conducted to 
her apartment, with which ſhe found no other 
fault, but that of its being too good for one in 
her forlorn ſituation : here, while the tear of gra- 
titude ſtarted in either eye, ſhe thanked our ad- 

venturer for his benevolence and kind concern, 
aſſuring him, that ſhe would not fail daily to be- 
ſeech the Moſt High to ſhower down bleſſings 
upon him, as the orphan's friend and protector. 

Fathom was not deficient in thoſe expreſſions 
that were beſt adapted to her preſent turn of 
mind : he obſerved, that what he had done, was 
in obedience to the dictates of common humani- 
„ which would have prompted him to aſſiſt 
any fellow-creature in diſtreſs ; but that her pe- 
culiar virtue and qualifications were ſuch as chal- 
lenged the utmoſt exertion of his faculties in her 
ſervice : he faid, that ſurely Heaven had not 
created ſuch perfection in vain ; that ſhe was de!- 
tined to receive as well as to communicate hap- 
pineſs ; and that the Providence which ſhe ſo 
piouſly adored, would not fail, in due ſeaſon, to 
raiſe her from diſtreſs and affliction, to tifat ho- 
nour and felicity for which ſhe was certainly or- 
dained : in the mean time he intreated her to de- 
pend upon his ſervice and fidelity, and the article 
of her board being ſettled, he left her to the com- 


ſoon 


pany and conſolation of her Yiſcreet hoſteſs, who 
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ſoon inſinuated herſelf into the good opinion of 
her beauteous lodger. | 

While our hero was employed in this tranſac - 
tion, Renaldo ſallied forth in a ſort of intoxica- 
tion, which Fathom's admonitions had inſpired ; 
and repairing to a certain noted coffee-houſe, en- 
gaged at cheſs with an old French refugee, that 
his attention, by being otherwiſe employed, might 
not ſtray towards that fatal obje& which he ar- 
dently wiſhed to forget. But, unluckily for him, 
he had ſcarce performed three moves of the game, 
when his ears were expoſed to a dialogue between 
two. young gentlemen ; one of whom aſked the 
other if he would go and ſee the orphan acted at 
one of the theatres; obſerving, as a farther in- 
ducement, that the part of Monimia would be 
performed by a young gentlewoman who had ne- 
ver appeared on the ſtage. At mention of that 
name Renaldo ſtarted : for, tho? it did not pro- 
perly belong to his orphan, it was the appellation 
by which ſhe had been diſtinguiſhed ever fince her 
ſeparation from her father's houſe ; and therefore, 
it recalled her to his imagination in the moſt in- 
tereſting point of view. Though he endeavoured 
to expel the image, by a cloſer application to his 
play, every now and then it intruded upon his 
fancy, and at each return made a ſtronger im- 
preſſion; ſo that he found himſelf in the fituation 
of an unfortunate bark ſtranded upon ſome hidden 
rock, which, when the wind begins to blow, feels 
every ſucceeding wave more boiſterous than the 
former, until, with irreſiſtible fury, they ſurmount 
her decks, ſweep every thing before them, and 
daſh her all to pieces. 4 
The refugee had obſerved his firſt emotion, 

Which he attributed to an unforeſeen advantage he 
\ 62m: himſelf 
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himſelf had gained over the Hungarian: but ſee- 
ing him, in the ſequel, bite his lip, roll his eyes, 
groan, - writhe his body, ejaculate incoherent 
curſes, and neglect his game, the Huguenot con- 
cluded, that he was mad; and, being ſeized 
with terror and diſmay, got up and ſcampered off 
without ceremony or heſitation. 

_Melvil, thus left to the horrors of his own 
thought, which tortured him with the apprehen- 
ſion of loſing Monimia for ever, could no longer 
combat that ſuggeſtion, but ran homewards with 
all the ſpeed he could exert, in order to prevent 
her retreat. When he croſſed the threſhold, he 
was ſtruck with ſuch a damp of preſaging fear, 
that he durſt not in perſon approach her apart- 
ment, nor even, by queſtioning the ſervant, in- 
form himſelf of the particulars he wanted to 
know : yet his ſuſpence becoming more in- 
ſupportable than his fear, he ruſhed from room 
to room in queſt of that which was not to be 
found z and, ſeeing Monimia's chamber-door 
open, entered the deſerted temple in a ſtate of 
diſtraction, calling aloud upon her name. All 
was filent, ſolitary, and woſul, „She is gone 
(he cried, ſhedding a flood of tears) — ſhe is for 
ever loſt; and all my hopes of happineſs are fed! 
So ſaying, he ſunk upon that couch on which 
Monimia had oft repoſed, and abandoned himſelf 
to all the exceſs of grief and deſpondence. In 
this deplorable condition he was found by our ad- 
venturer, who gently chid him for his want of 
reſolution, and again repelled his ſorrow, by 
arouſing his reſentment againſt the innocent cauſe 
of his diſquiet, having before hand forged the par- 
ticuldrs/ of provocation. Is it poſlible,” aid 
he, that Renaldo can ſtill retain the leaſt ſen- 
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timent of regard for a fickle woman, by whom 
he has been ſo ungratefully forſaken and ſo unjuſtly 
ſcorned? Is it poſſible he can be ſo diſturbed by 
the loſs of a creature who is herſelf loſt to all 
vittue and decorum ?— Time and reflection, my 
worthy friend, will cure you of that inglorious- 
malady : and the future miſconduct of that im- 
prudent damſel will, doubtleſs, contribute to the 
recovery of your peace. Her behaviour at leaving 
the houſe where ſhe had received ſo many marks of 
the moſt delicate affection, was in all reſpects ſo op- 
poſite to honour and decency, that I could ſcarce- 
refrain from telling her I was ſhocked at her de- 
portment, even while ſhe loaded me with proteſ- 
tations of love. When a woman's heart is once 
depraved, ſhe bids adieu to all reſtraint ;—ſbe. 
preſerves no meaſures. It was not ſimply con- 
tempt which ſhe expreſſed for Renaldo; ſhe 
ſeems to reſent his being able to live under her 
diſdain.z and that reſentment ſtoops to objects un- 
worthy of indignation. Even your dog was not 
exempted from the effects of her diſpleaſure : for, 
in her paſſage to the door, ſhe kicked the poor 
animal as one of your dependants; and in our 
way to the apartment I had provided for her, ſhe 
entertained me with a ludicrous comment upon. 
the manner in which you firſt made her acquaint- 
ed with your paſſion. All that modeſty of car- 
rage, all that chaſtity of converſation, all that 
dignity of grief, which ſhe knew ſo well how to 
affect, is now entirely laid aſide, and when [I 
quitted her, ſhe ſeemed the moſt gay, giddy and 
impertinent of her ſex.” 

* Gracious powers! (exclaimed Renaldo, 
ſtarting from the couch) am I under the deluſion 
a a dream; or are theſe things really ſo, 7 aA 
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friend has repreſented them? Such a total and 
ſudden degeneracy is amazing ! is monſtrous and 
unnatural !*? % Such, my dear Count,” re- 
plied our hero, is the caprice of a female heart, 
fickle as the wind, uncertain as a calm at ca, 
fixed to no principle, but ſwayed by every fan- 
taſtic guſt of paſſion, or of whim. Congratu- 
late yourſelf, therefore, my friend, upon your 
happy deliverance from ſuch a domeſtic plague— 
upon the voluntary exile of a traitor. from your 
boſom :—recolleEt the dictates of your duty, your 
. diſcretion, and your glory, and think upon the 
honours and elevated enjoyment for which you 
are certainly ordained, To night, let us over a 
chearful bottle anticipate your ſucceſs ; and to- 
morrow I. will accompany you to the houſe of an 
uſurer, who, I am informed, fears no riſk, pro- 
vided twenty per cent. be given, and the bor- 
Tower's life inſured,” 
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The art of borrowing further explained; and an 
account of a flrange phenomenon, 


TN this manner did the artful incendiary work 
upon the paſſions of the credulous unſuſpect- 
ing Hungarian, who preſſed him to his breaſt 
with the moſt cordial expreſſions of friendfhip, 
calling him his guardian, his ſaviour, his ſecond 
father, and gave himſelf up wholly to his ad- 
VICE, | | 
Next morning, according to the plan they had 
laid over night, they repaired to a tavern in the 
"neighbourhood of the perſon to whom our adven- 
turer had been directed, and were une 
_ : | enoug 
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enough to find him in the houſe, tranſacting a 
money affair with a young gentleman who treat- 
ed him with his morning's whet. | 
- That affair being negotiated, he adjourned in- 
to another room with Renaldo and his compani- 
en, who were not a little ſurpriſed to ſee this 
miniſter of Plutus in the ſhape of a young ſprightly 
beau, trimmed up in all the foppery of the faſhion; 
for they had hitherto always aſſociated with the 
idea of an uſurer, old age and ruſty apparel, 
After divers modiſh congees, he begged to know 
to what he ſhould attribute the honour of their 
meſſage ; when Ferdinand, who acted the ora- 


tor, told him, that his friend Count Melvil, hav- 
ing occaſion for a ſum of money, bad been ditected 


to a gentleman of his name, and I ſuppoſe,” 
added he, you are the ſon of the perſon with 
whom the affair is to be negotiated.” * 
dir,“ ſaid this petit maitre, with a ſmile, 
& I perceive you are ſurpriſed to ſee one of my 
profeſſion in the appearance of a gentleman ; and 
perhaps your wonder will not ceaſe, when I tell 
you, that my education was liberal, and that I 
once had the honour to bear a commiſſion in the 
Britiſh-army. I was indeed a firſt lieutenant of 
marines, and will venture to ſay, that no officer 
in the ſervice was more delicate than myſelf, in 
obſerving all the punctilios of honour; I en- 
tertained the utmoſt contempt for all the trading 
part of the nation, and ſuffered myſelf to be run 
through the body in a duel, rather than roll with 
a brother-lieutenantwho'was a broker's ſon : but, 
thank Heaven IVI have long ago conquered. all 
thoſe ridiculous prejudices. I ſoon obſerved, that 
without money there was no reſpect, honour, or 
| #onvenience to be acquired in life; that wealth 
| amply 


- A X 
„ 1 ” 
. y 
ws 1 


| 92 The ApvenTurzs ef 


amply ſupplied the want of wit, merit and ped. 
gree, having influence and pleaſure ever at com- 
mand; and that the world never failed to wor- 
ſhip the flood of affluence, without examining the 
dirty channels thro' which it commonly flowed, 

At the end of the war, finding my appoint- 
ments reduced to two- ſhillings and four-pence 
per day, and being addicted to pleaſures which ! 
could not poſſibly purchaſe from ſuch a fund, I 
fold my halt-pay for two hundred pounds, which 
T lent upon bond to a young officer of the ſame 
regiment, on condition that he ſhould inſure his 
life, and reſtore one fourth part of the ſum by 
Way of premium. I happened to be lucky in 
this firſt eflay : for the borrower, having in fix 
weeks: expended the money, made an excurſion 
en the high-way, was apprehended, tried, con- 
victed of felony, and cut his own throat, to prevent 
the ſhame of a public execution.; ſo that his bond 
was diſcharged by the inſurers. 

In ſhort, gentlemen, when I engaged in this 
buſineſs, I determined to carry it on with ſuch 
ſpirit, as would either make my. fortune, or en- 
tirely ruin me in a little time; and hitherto. my 
endeavours have been tolerably ſucceſsful : nor 
do I think my proceedings a whit more criminal 
or unjuſt, than thoſe of other merchants, who 
ſtrive to turn their money to the beſt account. 
The commodity | deal in is caſn; and it is my 
buſineſs to ſell it to the beſt advantage. A Lon- 
don factor ſends a cargo of goods to market, and 
if he gets two hundred per cent. upon the ſale, 
he is commended for his induſtry and addrels. 
If I fell money for one fourth part ef that pro- 
fit, certain perſons will be ſo unjuſt, as to cry, 
Shame upon me, for taking ſuch, advantage of m 

on neighbours- 
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neighbour's diſtreſs: not conſidering, that the 
trader took four times the ſame advantage of thoſe 
people who bought his cargo, tho” his riſque was 
not half fo great as mine; and although the mo- 
rey J fold, perhaps retrieved the borrower from 
the very Jaws of deſtruction: for example, it was 
but yeſterday I faved a worthy man from _—_ 
arrefted for a ſum of money, for which he ha 
bailed a friend who treacherouſly left him in the 
lurch: as he did not forſee what would happen, 
he had made no proviſion for the demand, and 
his ſphere of life ſecluding him from all forts of 
money'd intercourſe, he could not raiſe the caſh 
by his credit in the uſual way of borrowing z ſo 
that, without my aſſiſtance, he muſt have gone 
to Jail ; a diſgrace which would have proved fatal to 
the peace of his family, and utterly ruined his re- 
putation, —Nay, that very young gentleman from 
whom I juſt now parted, will, in all probability, 
be indebted to me for a very genteel livelihood. 
He had obtained the abſolute promiſe of bein 
provided for, by a great man, who fits at the 
belm of affairs in a neighbouring kingdom; but 
being deſtitutę of all other reſources, he could 
not have equipped himſelf for the voyage, in or- 
der to profit by his lordſhip's intention, unleſs 1 
had enabled him to purſue his good fortune.” 
Renaldo was not a little pleaſed to hear this 
harrangue, to which Fathom replied with many 
florid encomiums upon the uſurer's good ſenſe 
and humane diſpolition : then he explained the 


tance, of which he had been defrauded in his ab- 
lence, 


« Str, 


. 
1 
„ 1 —_—— 
— — . 


- 
- — 
=y 
_ — — 


errand of his friend, which was to borrow three 
hundred pounds, in order to retrieve his inheri- _ 
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viate, provided you can find proper ſecurity, that 


The young 2 directed them to ano- 
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1 Sir, (ſaid the lender, addreſſing himſelf to 
Count Melvil), I pretend to have acquired by 
experience ſome {kill in phyſiognomy,; and tho' 
there are ſome faces ſo deeply diſguiſed as to baffle 
all the penetration of our art, there are others, 
in which the heart appears with ſuch nakedneſs 
of integrity, as at once to recommend it to our 
good will. Town your countenance prepoſſeſſes 
me in your favour ; and you ſhall be aecommo- 
dated, upon thoſe terms from which I never de- 


you ſhall not quit the Britiſh dominions, for that, 
with me, is a condition fine qua non.“ 
This was a very diſagreeable declaration to Re- 
naldo, who candidly owned, that as his concerns 
lay upon the continent, his purpoſe was to leave 
England without delay. The uſurer profeſſed 
himſelf ſorry that it was not in his power to ob- 
lige him; and, in order to prevent any farther 
opportunity, aſſured them, he had laid it down 
as a maxim, from which he would never ſwerve, 
to avoid all dealings with people whom (if need 
ſhould be) he could not ſue by the laws of this 
realm. g 
Thus the intervention of one unlucky and un- 
foreſeen circumſtance blaſted, in an inſtant, the 
budding hopes of Melvile, who, while his viſage 
exhibited the moſt ſorrow ful diſappointment, beg- 
ged to know, if there was any perſon of hi ac- 
quaintance,. who might be leſs ſcrupulous in that 
particular. 
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ther member of his profeſſion, and wiſhing them 
ſucceſs, took his leave with great form and com- 
plaiſance. This inſtance of politeneſs was, how- 
ever, no more than a ſhift to diſingage * 
| Tag tn © c 
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the more eaſily from their intreaties : for, when 
the caſe was opened to the ſecond uſurer, he 
bleſſed himſelf from ſuch cuſtomers, and diſmifled 
them with the moſt mortifying and booriſh refu- 
al, Notwithſtanding theſe repulſes, Renaldo 
reſolved to make one deſperate puſh; and, with- 
out allowing himſelf the leaſt reſpite, ſolicited, 
one by one, not fewer than fifteen perſens who 
dealt in this kind of trafic, and his propoſals 
were rejected by each. At laſt, fatigued by the 
toil, and exaſperated at the ill ſucceſs of his expe- 
dition; and half mad with the recollection of his 
fnances, which were now drained to half a crown, 
« Since we have nothing to expect,“ cried he, 
rom the favour of chriſtians, let us hg - 
courſe to the deſcendants of Judah. Tho” they 
le under the general reproach of nations, as a 
people dead to virtue and benevolence, and wholly 
devoted to avarice, fraud, and extortion, the moſt 
ſavage of their tribe cannot treat me with more 
barbarity of indifference, than I have experi- 
enced among thoſe who are the authors of their 
reproach.” 

Although Fathom looked upon this propoſal as 
n extravagant ſymptom of deſpair, he affected 
to approve of the ſcheme, and encouraged Re- 
udo with the hope of ſucceeding in another 
Quarter, even if this expedition ſhould fail : for, 
dy this time, our adventurer was half reſolved to 
port him at his own change, rather than he 
bould be much longer reſtricted in his deſigns 
on Monimia. | 

Mean while, being reſolved to try the experi- 
Ment upon the children of Iſrael, they betook 
liemſelves to the houſe of a rich Jew, whoſe 
Fealth they coͤnſidered as a proof of his mon 
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nest; and, being admitted inte his compling- 
houfe, they found him, in the midſt of half x 
dozen clerks, when Renaldo, in his imagination, 
likened him unto a miniſter of darkneſs ſur- 
rounded by his familiars, and planning ſchemes 
of miſery to be executed upon the hapleſs ſons of 
men. In ſpite of theſe ſuggeſtions, which were 
not at all mitigated by the forbidding aſpect of 
the Hebrew, he demanded a private audience; 
and, being uſhered into another apartment, he ex- 
plained his bulineſs with manifeſt. marks of diſor- 
der and aMiQion. Indeed his confuſion was in 
ſome meaſure owing to the looks of the Jew, who 
in the midſt of his exordium pulled down his eye- 
brows, which were ſurpriſingly black and buſhy, 
ſo as, in appearance, totally to extinguiſh his 
viſion, tho? he was all the time obſerving our youth 
from behind thoſe almoſt impenetrable thickets. 
Melvil having ſignified his requeſt, © Young 
gentleman, (ſaid the Iſraelite, with a mot diſ- 
cordant voice), what in the name of goodneſs, 
could induce you to come to me, upon ſuch an 
errand? Did you ever hear. that I lent money to 
ſtrangers, without ſecurity ??? „ No,” replied 
Renaldo; © nor did I believe I ſhould profit by my 
application : but my affairs are deſperate; and my 
propoſals having been rejected by every Chriſtian 
to whom they were offered, I was reſolved to try 
my fate MF the Jews, who are reckoned ano- 
ther ſpecies of men.” | 
. Fathom, alarmed at this abrupt reply, which 
he ſuppoſed could not fail to diſguſt the merchant, 
interpoſed in the converſation, by making an apo- 
logy for the plain dealing of his friend, who, he 
ſaid, was ſoured and ruffled by his misfortunes : 
then exerting that power of eloquence wry be 
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had at command, he expoſtulated upon Renaldo's 
claim and expectations, deſcribed the 4 255 
had ſuffered, extolled his virtue, and drew a m 
pathetic picture of bis diſtreſs. 1 

The Jew liſtened attentively for ſome time z, 

then his eye-brows began to riſe and fall alter- 
nately; be cough'd, ſneez'd, and winking hard, 
« Pm plagued,” ſaid he, with a ſalt rh 
that trickles from my eyes without intermiſſion.” 
So ſaying, he wiped the, moiſture from his face, 
and proceeded in-theſe words: © Sir, your ſtory 
is plauſible ; and your friend is a good advocate : 
but, before I give an anſwer to your demand, I 
muſt. beg leave to alk if you can produce unde- 
niable evidence of your being the identical, perſon 
you really aſſume. If you are really the Count 
de Melvil, you will excuſe my caution : we can- 
not be too much on our guard againſt fraud; 
tho” I muſt own you have not the air of an im- 
, poſtor.“ 
Renaldo's eyes began to ſparkle at this preli- 
: minary queſtion ; to which he replied, that he 
A could procure the teſtimony of the Emperor's mi- 
niſter, to whom he had occaſionally paid his re- 
peas ſince his firſt arrival in England. | 

If that be the caſe,” ſaid the Jew," take 
the trouble to call here to-morrow "merning=at. 
eight o* clock, and I will carry you in my n 
coach to the houſe of his excellency, with whom 
I have the honour to be acquainted ; and, if he. 
bas nothing to object againſt your character, or 
pretenſions, I will contribute my aſſiſtance to- 
wards your obtaining juſtice at the imperial 
court.“ Ro | 

The Hungarian was ſg much confounded at 
this unexpected reception, that he had not power 

Vor, II. F to 
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to thank the merchant, for his promiſed favour, 
but ſtood motionleſs and filent, while the fireams 
F gratitude ran down his cheeks. This genuine 
motion” of the heart was of more weight with 
the Jew, than. the eloquent acknowledgment 
which Ferdinand took the opportunity of making 
. baron ; and he was fain to diſmiſs them a 
little abruptly, in order to prevent a ſecond diſ- 
Chargę of that ſame rheum of Which he had al- 


_ 4 


ready complained. 
'Melvil recollected all that had happened as a 
dream, which had no foundation in truth, and was 
all day long in a ſort of delirium, produced by the 
alternate guſts of hope and fear that fill agitated 
his boſom : for he was not yet without apprehen- 
ſion of being again diſappointed by ſome unlucky 
occurrence. | 
He did not, however, fail to be punctual to 
the hour of his appointment, when the Jew told 
him, there would be no occaſion for viſiting the 
ambaſſador, becauſe Renaldo had been, the pre- 
ceding day, recogniſed by one of the clerks who 
had been employed as a purveyor in the impe- 
rial army; and who, knowing his family, con- 
firmed every thing he had alledged. After 
- breakfaſt,” continued this beneyolent Iſraelite, 
„I will give you an order upon my banker for 
five hundred pounds, that you may be enabled to 
appear at Vienna, as the fon and repreſentative 
of Count Melvil ; and you ſhall alſo be furniſhed 
with a letter of recommendation to a perſon of 
: ſome influence at that court, whoſe friendſhip and 
untenance may be of ſome ſervice to your ſuit: 
for I am now heartily engaged in your intereſt, 
in canſequence of the fair and unblemiſhed cha- 
raQer which I find you have hitherto mig 


— 
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every tittle of theſe promiſes was fulfilled, and the 
merchant refuſed to take one farthing by way of 
premium, contenting himſelf. with the lender ſe- 
curity. of a, perſonal bond. He was, in truth, 


diſpoſed to believe, that his benefactor was ſome- 
not to impute all this kindneſs to ſome deep-laid 
intereſted ſcheme, the ſcope of which ' he could 
not at preſent comprehend. | 


After the tumults of the young gentleman's.j 


burthenſome poverty, under which he had groaned 


ſo long; his thoughts, which before were diſſi- 


pated upon the various circumſtances of diſtreſs, 


began to collect themſelves in a body, and to re- 


ſume their deliberations upon a ſubje& which they 
had been long accuſtomed to conſider; this was 


he had divorced her for ever from his heart, ex- 


hort her to penitence and reformation. 5 
Our adventurer, who dreaded ſuch an inter 
view as the infallible means of his own ruin, te- 


liſted the propoſal with the whole power. of his 
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The reader muſt appeal to his own heart, to 
acquire a juſt idea of Renaldo's feelings, when 


thing more, than human. As, for Fathom, his 
ſentiments took a different turn; and he ſcrupled 


no other than the forlorn Monimia, . whoſe idea 
now emerged in his boſom, being diſencumbered 
of one part of the load by which it had been de- i 
preſſed. He mentioned her name to Fathom, ;- 38 
with marks of the moſt melting compaſſion, le- 
plored her apoſtaſy; and, while he proteſted that 


: 
5 


9 


overwhelmed with the obligation, and certainly 


had ſubſided, and he found himſelf eaſed of that 


: preſſed an inclination to ſee her once more, be- 
fore his departure, that he might in perſon ex» 


elocution. He affirmed, that Renaldo's defire 
Was a manifeſt proof that he ſtill retained part of 
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the fatal poiſon which that inchantreſs bad ſpread 
within his veins, and that the ſight of her, ſoftened 
by his reproaches into tears and affected contri- 
tion, would diſpel his reſentment, diſable his man- 
hood, atid blow the embers of his former paſlion 
to ſuch a rage, as would hurry him on to a re- 
conkiliation, which would debaſe his honour, and 
ruin his future peace. In a word, Ferdinand de- 
ſcfibed the danger that would attend the meeting, 
in ſuch emphatie terms, that the Hungarian ſtarted 
with horror at the picture which be drew, and in 
this particular conformed with the admonition of 
his friend. WA 

One hundred pounds of the Jew's money was 
immediately appropriated for the payment of his 
moſt urgent debts; the like ſum he preſented to his 
friend-Fathom, with a ſolemn promiſe of ſharing 
with him whatever good fortune might await him 
in Germany: and tho* Monimia had forfeited all 
title to his regard, fo ill could he bear the proſpect 
of her diſtreſs,” that he entruſted his dear compa- 
nion with the half of what remained, to be ex- 
pended for her uſe, fully reſolving to ſcreen her 


from the ſhocks and temptations of want, as the 


circumſtances of his future fate would allow. 
Fathom, far from oppoſing, applauded his ge- 
neroſity with marks of extreme wonder and ad- 
miration, aſſuring him, that ſhe ſhould be put in 
poſſeſſion of his bounty, immediately after his de- 
parture, he being unwilling to make her acquaint- 


ed with her good fortune before that period, left 


finding his affairs in a fair way of being retrieved, 
ſhe ſhould be baſe enough to worſhip his returning 
proſperity, and, by falſe profeſſions, and artiul 


blandiſtiments, ſeek to enſnare his heart ane w. 


raid 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 


Count Fathom unmaſks his battery is repulſed ; 
and varies his operations without ect. 


TD Very neceſſary preparation being made, Re- 
H naldo, accompanied by our adventurer, took 
the road to Dover, where be embarked in a pac- 
ket boat for Calais, after having ſettled a corre- 
ſpondence with his dear Ferdinand, from whom 
be did not part without tears. He had before 
follicited him to be his fellow-traveller, that be 
might perſonally enjoy the benefit of his conver- 
fation, and ſuperior ſagacity ; but theſe intreatics 
he ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, on pretence of his being 
determined to puſh his fortune in England, which 
he conſidered as his native country, and as the 
land in which (of all others) a man of merit has 
the beſt encouragement. Such were the reaſons 
he alledged, for refuſing to attend his benefaQor, 
who was himſelf eagerly defirous of attaining a 
ſettlement in the iſland of Great Britain: but our 
hero's real motives for ſtaying were of a very 
different complexion. —The reader is already in- 
formed of his aim upon the fair orphan, which, 
at preſent, was the chief ſpring of his conduct: 
he may alſo recolle& ſuch paſſages of his life, as 
' were ſufficient to deter him from re-appearing at 
Preſburg or Vienna: but, beſides theſe reflexions, 
he was detained by a full perſuaſion that Renaldo 
would fink under the power and influence of his 
antagoniſt, conſequently be rendered incapable to 
provide for his friends ; and- that he himſelf, 
iraught with wiles and experience, as be was, 
could not fail to make Ig amends fox * 
. 3 
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he bad ſuffered among a people equally rich and 
unthinking. x . 
Melvil having embraced our adventurer, and 
with a deep ſigh bid bim take care of the unfor- 
tunate Monimia, committed himfelf to the ſea, 
and, by the aſſiſtance of a favourable gale, was, 
in four hours, ſafely landed on the French ſhore; 
while Fathom took poſt-horſes for London, where 
de arrived that fame night, and next day, in the 
forenoon, went to viſit the beauteous mourner, 
who had as yet received no intimation of Renal- 
"do's departure or deſign. He found her in the 
attitude of writing a letter to her inconſtant lover, 
the contents of which the reader will be acquainted 
with in due time. Her countenance, notwith- 
ſtanding the veil of melancholy by which it was 
overcait, ſeemed altogether ſerene and compoſed; 
ſhe was the picture of pious reſignation, and ſat 
lite PATIENCE on a monument, ſmiling at grief. 
After having paid the compliment of the morn- 
ing, Fathom begged pardon for having omitted to 
viſit her during three days, in which, he ſaid, his 
time had been wholly engroſſed in procuring a 
proper equipage for Count Melvil, who had at 
"laſt bid an eternal adieu to the iſland of Great 
Britain. wh | #4 | 
At this information the hapleſs Monimia fell 
back in her chair, and continued ſome minutes 
in a ſwoon 3 from which being recovered, Ex- 
cuſe me, Mr. Fathom (cried ſhe, with a deep 
ſigh) ; this, I hope, is the laſt agony I ſhall fee! 
from my unhappy paſſion.“— Then wiping the 
tears from her lovely e; es, ſhe retrieved her tran- 
quillity, and deſired to know by what means Re- 
naldo had been enabled to undertake his journe) 
into the empire. Our hero, upon this occaſion, 
AY 7. ; 1 aſſumed 
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affumed the whole merit of having promoted the 
fund, that he, in conſequence of an unforeſeen 
windfall had defrayed the expence of the Count's 
uſe of his friendſhip. 

traitor) in being able to diſcharge my obligations 
the moſt ſenſible chagrin, when I ſaw my affiſt- 


-ance rendered ſubſervient to the triumphs of the 
'youth's baſeneſs and infidelity z; for he choſe, as 


man, for whom he had forſaken the all- perſect 
Monimia, whoſe virtue and accompliſhments did 


delicacy, that my temper was ſcarce ſufficient for 
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intereſt of his friend, by giving her to under- 


equipment; though he obſerved, that it was not 
without reluctance he ſaw Renaldo make a wrong 


„Although I was happy (proceeded this artful 
to the bouſe of Melvil, I could not help feeling 


the companion of his travels, the abandoned wo- 


not preſerve her ſacred from his 2 — ſar- 
caſms and unmannerly ridicule. Believe me, 
madam, I was ſo ſhocked at his converſation on 
that ſubject, and ſo much incenſed at his want of 


the ceremony of parting : and now that my debt 
to his family is overpaid, I have ſolemnly re- 
nounced his correſpondence.” | F 
When ſhe heard that, inſtead of betraying the 
leaſt ſymptom of regret or compaſſion for her 


unhappy fate, the perſidious youth had exulted 


over her fall, and even made her a ſubject for his 
mirth, the blood reviſited her faded cheeks, and 


reſentment reſtored to her eyes that poignancy 


which forrow had before overcome. Yet ſhe 


ſcorn'd to give ſpeech to her indignation 3 but, 
forting a ſmile, + Why ſhould T repine;” ſaid 
ſhe, at the mortifications of à life which I de- 
Tpiſe, and from which, I hope, Heaven will 
ft me free 8 
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1 Fathom, fired by her emotion, which had re- 
called all the graces of her beauty, exclaimed in 
a rapture, „alk not ſo contemptuouſly of this 
life, which hath ſtill a fund of happineſs in tore 
for the amiable, the divine Monimia. Though 
one admirer hath proved an apoſtate to his vows, 
1 your candour will not ſuffer you to condemn the 
whole ſex. Some there are, whoſe boſoms glow 
| with paſſion equally pure, unalterable and intenſe, 
For my. own. part, f have ſacrificed to a rigid 
e of honour the deareſt ideas of my heart. 
beheld your unrivalled charms, and deeply felt 
their power: yet, while a poſſibility of Melvil's 
| reformation remained, and while I was reftrained 
44 by my niggard fortune, from making a tender 
| i worthy of your acceptance, I combated with my 
#4 inclinations, and bore without repining the pangs 
= of hopeleſs love. But, now that my honour is 
. diſengaged, and my fortune rendered independ- 
ent, by; the laſt will of a worthy nobleman, 
whoſe friendſhip I was favoured with in France, 
I preſume to lay myſelf at the feet of the adora- 
ble Monimia, as the moſt faithful of admirers, 
whoſe happineſs or miſery wholly depends upon 
her nod. Believe me, Madam, theſe are not 
the profeſſions of idle gallantry I ſpeak the ge- 
nuine, though imperſect, language of my heart: 
words even the moſt pathetic cannot do juſtice 
to my love. I gaze upon your beauty with ra- 
viſhment; but, I contemplate the graces of your 
ſoul with ſuch awful veneration, that I tremble 
+ while I approach you, as if my vows were ad- 

dreſſed to ſome ſuperior being. 

During this declaration, which was pronounced 
in the moſt emphatic manner, Monimia was ſuc- 
ceſlively agitated with ſhame, anger and grief; 
| 3 - nevertheleſs, 
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nevertheleſs, ſhe ſummoned her whole philoſo- 
phy to her aid, and with a tranquil, though de- 
termined air, vegged he would not diminiſh the 
obligations he had already conferred, by diſturb- i 
ing with ſuch unſeaſonable addreſſes, a poor un- 2 
happy maid, who had detached all her thoughts 9 
from earthly objects, and waited impatiently for 
that diſſolution which alone could put a period to 
her misfortunes. 

Fathom, imagining that theſe were no other 
than the ſuggeſtions of a temporary diſappoint- i 
ment and deſpondence, which it was his buſineſs 9 
to oppoſe with all his eloquence and art, renewed 1 
bis theme with redoubled ardour, and at laſt be- 
came ſo importunate in his defires, that Moni- 
mia, provoked beyond the power of concealing 
her reſentment, ſaid, ſhe was heartily ſorry to 
find herſelf under the neceflity of telling him, 
that, in the midſt of her misfortunes, ſhe could 
not help remembering what ſhe had been.. Then 
riſing from her feat with all the dignity of diſ- 
pleaſure, 4 Perhaps, added ſhe, you bave 
forgot who was the father of the once happy - 
Monimia.“ mh 

With theſe words ſhe retired into another 
chamber, leaving our adventurer confounded by 
the repulſe he had ſuſtained. Not that he was 
diſcouraged from proſecuting his aim: on the 
contrary, this rebuff ſeemed to add freſh vigour 
to his operations, He now thought it high time- 
to bring over Madam la Mer to his intereſt 3 
and, to facilitate her converſion, took an oppor- 
tunity of bribing her with ſome inconfiderable- 
preſents, after having amuſed her with a plauſi- 
ble tale of his paſſion for Monimia, with whom- 
ſhe undertook the office of his mediatrix, on the 
3 K ſuppoſition. 
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' ſuppoſition | that his intentions were honourable 
< and highly advantageous to her lodper. 
* 7 She was, firſt of all, inveſted with the office 
of obtaining pardon for the offence he had given; 
© and in this negotiation ſhe ſucceeded ſo well, as 
to become an advocate for his ſit : accordingly, 
"the took all occaſions of magnifying his praiſe. 
His agreeable perſon was often the ſubject of her 
diſcourſe to the fair mourner : ber admiratien 
"dwelt upon his politeneſs, good ſenſe and winning 
- deportment : and ſhe every day. retailed litt'e 
ſtories of his benevolence and greatneſs of ſoul. 
The defect in his birth ſhe repreſented as a cir- 
cumſtance altogether foreign from the conſidera- 
tion of his merit; eſpecially in a nation where 
ſuch diſtinctions are as little reſpeQed as they will 
be in a future ſtate. She mentioned ſeveral per- 
ſons of note, who baſked in the ſun-ſhine of 
power and fortune, without hiving enjoyed the 
leaſt bereditary aſſiſtance (from their fore-fathers, 
One, ſhe ſet, ſprung from the loins of an ob- 
ſcure attorney, another was the grandfon of a 
{valet de chambre, a third was the iſſue of an ac- 
comptant, and a fourth the off pring of an 
_ © woolen-draper : all theſe were the children «t 
_ "their own good works, and had reiſed themſelves 
upon their perſonal virtues and addteſs; a foun- 
dation certainly more ſolid and honourable, than 
*#'yague” inheritance derived from anceſtors, in 
© whoſe deſerts they could not be ſuppoſed to have 
{ bore the leaſt ſhare, 
„ Monimia liſtened to all theſe arguments with 
great patience aud affability, though {he at once 
dived into the ſource- from which all ſuch. inf 
. ©qwations lowed: ſhe joined in the commend” 
tions of Fathom, and owned herſelf a particuler 
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inſtance of that benevolence which the old lady 
had ſo juſtly extolled; but, once for all, to pre- 
vent the ſupplication which Madam la Mer was 
about to make, ſhe ſolemnly proteſted, that her 
heart was alt ogether ſhut againſt any other earth- 
ly engagement; and that her thoughts were alto- 
gether employed upon her eternal ſalvation 
The aſſiduous lanulady perceiving the ſteadineſs of 
her diſpoſition, thought proper to alter her method 
of proceeding, and, for the preſent ſuſpended that 
theme by which ſhe found Ler fair lodger diſoblig- 
ed. Reſolved to reconcile Monimia to life, before 
ſhe- would azain recommend Ferdinand to her 
love, ſhe endeavoured to amuſe her imagination, 
by recounting the occaſional incidents of the day, 
hoping gr-dually to decoy her attention to thoſe 
. ſublunary objeds from which it had been induſtri- 


f ouſly weaned : ſhe ſeaſoned her converfation with 
e agreeable ſallies; enlarged upon the different 
$, ſcenes 'of pleaſure and diverſion appertaining to 
d- this great metropolis; practiſed upon her palate, 
a with the delicacies of eating; endeavoured to 
c- ſhake her temperance with repeated proffers and 
an recommendations of certain cordials and reſto- 
Ti 


ratives which ſhe alledged were neceſſary for the 
recovery of her health; and preſſed her to make 
little excurſions into the fields that ſkirt the town, 
for the benefit of air and exerciſe, ' 7 
While this auxiliary plied the diſconſolate Moni- 
mia on one hand, Fathom was not remiſs on the 
other : he now ſeemed to have ſacrificed his paſſion 
to her quiet; his diſcourſe turned upon more in- 
different ſubjecis; hie endeavoured to diſpel her 
melancholy with arguments drawn from philoſoph 
and religion: on ſome occaſions, he diſplay ed all bis 
eien F611 ::- fund 
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fund of good humour, with a view to beguile her 
ſorrow ; he importuned her to give him the plea- 
ſure of ſquiring her to ſome place of innocent 
entertzinment; and, finally, inſiſted upon her ac- 
cepting a/pecuniary reinforcement to her finances, 
-which he knew to be in a moſt conſumptive con- 
dition. | | 


CHAP. XLIX. 


_ Monimis's honour is proteſted by the interpoſition of 
Heaven. 


X IT H that complacency and fortitude 
y which were peculiar to herſelf, this hap- 
Jeſs ſtranger reſiſted all thoſe artful temptations, 
Her ſuſtenance was barely ſuch as exempted her 
from the guilt of being acceſſory to her own 
death; her drink was the ſimple element: ſhe 
encouraged no diſcourſe but that which turned 
upon the concerns of her immortal part; ſhe ne- 
ver went abroad except in viſits to a French 
chapel in the neighbourbood; ſhe refuſed the 
_proffered aſſiſtance of our adventurer with equal 
. obſtinacy and politeneſs, and with pleaſure ſaw 
herſelf waſting towards that period of mortality 
which was the conſummation of her wiſh. Yet 
her charms, far from melting away with her 
conſtitution, ſeemed to triumph over the decays 
of nature: her ſhape and features ftill retained 
that harmony for which they had always been 
diſtinguiſhed: a mixture of majefly and ſweetneſs 
diffuſed itſelf in her looks, and her feebleneſs ad- 
died to that ſoft and feminine grace which attraQs 
the ſympathy, and engages the protection of every 
bumane beholder.. I he aſſociates, thus baffled 
| 5+ in 
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in their attempts to excite her ideas of pleaſure, 


again ſhifted their plan, and reſolved to attack. 
this forlorn beauty, on the fade of fear and mor- 


tification. 


Our adventurer became leſs frequent in his vi- 
ſits, and more indifferent in his language and de- 
portment; while Madam la Mer gradually re- 
laxed in that complacency and reſpect with which 
ſhe had hitherto behaved towards her fair lodger. 
She even began to drop hints of diſapprobatian 
and reproach againſt this pattern of .innocence 
and beauty, and at length grew bold enough to- 
tell her, that her misfortunes could be attributed; 
to nothing but her own obſtinacy and pride; that 
ſhe had been at great pains to difoblige the only 
perfon who was able and willing to raiſe her above 
dependance, and that if his protection ſhould be 
withdrawn, ſhe muft be expoſed to the utmoſt 
extremity of diſtreſs. . 

Theſe inſinuations, inſtead of producing th 
deſired effect, inflamed the indignation of Moni- 
nimia, who, in a moſt dignified ftile of rebuke, 
chid her for her indelicacy and preſumption, ob- 
ferving, that ſhe could have no title to take ſuch 
freedoms with lodgers, whoſe punctuality and re- 
gular deportment left her no room to complain. 
Notwithſtanding |this animated reply, ſhe under- 
went the moſt deplorable anguiſh, when ſhe re- 
fected upon the infolence of this woman, from 
whoſe barbarity ſhe had no reſource ; and ſeeing 
no other poſſibility of redreſs, than that of appeal- 
ing to the good offices of Fathom, ſhe conquered 
her reluctance ſo far, as to complain to him of 
Madam la Mer's incivility. | 

Pleaſed with this application, he gave her to 
underſtand, with very little ceremony or pream- 


110 The ApvenTtures of 


ble, that it wholly depended upon herſelf, whe. 
ther ſhe ſhould continue to be wretched, or be 
delivered at once from all her cares and perplexi- 
ty; that, notwithſtanding the diſdain with which 
ſhe had treated h's addreſſes, he was ſtill ready to 
Hay himſelf and his fortune at her feet; and that 
if ſhe ſhould again reje& the diſintereſted propo- 
ſal, the whole world, and her own conſcience, 
would charge upon herſelf, whatever calamities 
ſhe might be ſubjected to in the ſequel. Interpret- 
ing into a favourable heſitation her ſilence, which 
was the reſult of wrath and amazement, he pro- 
ceeded to throw himſelf at her feet, and utter a 
romantic rhapſody, in the courſe of which, 
laying aſide all that reftraint which he had kither- 
to preſerved, he ſeized her delicate hand, and 
preſſed it to his lips; nay, ſo far did he forget 
: himſelf on this occaſion, that he caught the fair 
creature in his arms, and rudely raviſhed a kiſs 
from thoſe lips which he had before contemplaccd 
with the moſt diſtant reverence of deſire. 
Having thus broken down the fences of deco- 
rum, and being heated with tranſport, he, in all 
probability, would have acted the part of young 
- Tarquin, and violated, by force, that ſacred 
ſhrine of honour, beauty, and unblemiſhed truth, 
bad not the wrath kindled by ſuch an unexpected 
- outrage; inſpired her with ſtrength and ſpirits ſuf- 
ficient to protect her virtue, and intimidate the 
- ruffian who could offer violence to ſuch perfection. 
She broke from his deteſted embrace, with ſul- 
priſing agility, and called aloud to her Jandlzdy 
© for aſſiſtance; but that diſcreet matron was fe- 
ſolved to hear nothing, and Fathom's #ppetite 
being whetted to a moſt brutal degree of eg 
neſs, Madam, (faid he) all oppoſition is vain: 


whit 
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hat you have refuſed to my intreaties, you ſhalt 
yield to my power; and I am determined toforce 
you to your own advantage.“ 


So ſaying, he ſprung towards her, with the 
moſt ſavage and impious intent, when this amia- 
ble heroine fnatching up bis fword, which lay 
upon a by-tible, and unſheathing it inſtanta- 
neouſly, preſented the point to his breaſt, and 
while her eyes glanced with intolerable keennefs, 
« Villain! (cried ſhe) the ſpirit of my father 
animates my boſom, and the vengeance of heaven 
n not be fruſtrated.” He was not ſo much. 


affected by his bodily danger, as awe-ſtruck at 
the manner of her addreſs, and the appearance of 


her aſpect, which ſeemed to ſhine with ſomething 
ſupernatural, and actually diſordered his whole 
faculties, inſomuch that he retreated without at- 
tempting to make the leaſt reply; and the having 
ſecured the door after his departure, ſat down to 


ponder upon this ibocking event. Li 


Words are wanting to deſeribe the aceumu- 


- ted horrors that took poſſeſſion of her mind, 


when ſhe thus beheld all her preſaging fears rea- 


lized, and found herfelf at the mercy of two * 


-wretches, who had now pulled off the maſk, after 
having loſt all ſentiments of humanity. Common 
affliction was an agrecable- reverie to what ſhe 


ſuffered, deprived of her parents, exiled from ber 


friends and country, reduced to the brink of 
wanting the moſt indiſpenſable nec ſſaries of life, 
in a foreign land, where ſhe knew not one per- 
fon to whoſe protection ſhe could have recourſe, 
from the inexpreſſible woes that environed her: 
ſhe complained to heaven, that her life was pro- 
tracted. for the augmentation of that miſery which 
"wag already too ſevere to be endured; for ſhe 
muddcred 
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+ ifhuddered at the proſper of being ut aban- 
doned in the laſt ſtage of mortality, — 4 one 
friend to clofe her eyes, or do the laſt offices of 
.humanity to her breathleſs coarſe. Theſe were 
-dreadful reflections to a young lady who had been 
born to affluence and ſplendor, trained up in all 
the elegance of education, by nature fraught with 
that ſenſibility which refines the ſentiment and 
taſte, and fo tenderly cheriſhed by her indulgent 
parents, that they ſuffered-nct the winds of heaven 
to wiſit her face too raughly. 
Having paſſed the night in ſuch agony, ſhe 
zoſe at day-break,-and hearing the chapel bell toll 
for, morning prayers, reſolved to go to this place 
of worſhip, in order to implore the aſſiſtance of 
heaven: ſhe no ſooner opened her chamber door, 
with this intent, than ſhe was met by Madam 
la Mer, who after having profeſſed her concern 
;For what had happened over night, and imputed 
Mr. Fathom's rudeneſs to the ſpirit of intoxica- 
tion, by which ſhe had never -before ſeen him 
(poſſeſſed, ſhe endeavoured to diſſuade Moenimia 
from;her purpoſe, by obſerving, that her health 
would be prejudiced by the cold morning air; but 
finding her determined, ſhe inſiſted upon accom- 
panying ber to chapel, on pretence of reſpect, 
though, in reality, with a view to prevent the 
eſeape of her beauteous lodger. Thus attended, 
the hapleſs mourner entered the place, and ac- 
| .cording to the laudable hoſpitality of England, 
| which is the only country in Chriſtendom, where 
if | a ſtranger is not made welcome to the houſe of 
| 
| 


God; this amiable creature, emaciated and en- 

| feebled as ſhe was, muſt have ſtood in a common 
1 paſſage, during the whole ſervice, had not ſhe 

deen perceived by a humane nnen 29) 
| * | ru 
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truck with her beauty and dignified air, and 
melted with ſympathy, at the ineffable ſorrow 
which was viſible in her countenance, opened the 
pew in which ſhe fat, and accommodated Moni- 
mia and her attendant : if ſhe was captivated by 
her firſt appearance, ſhe was not leſs affected by 
the deportment of her fair gueſt, which was the 
pattern of genuine devotion. 

In a word, this good lady, who was a mer- 
chant's widow in opulent circumſtances, was in- 
famed with a longing deſire to know and be- 
friend the amiable ſtranger, who, after ſervice, 
turning about to thank her for her civility, Ma- 
dam Clement, with that franknefs which is the 
reſult of true benevolence, told her, ſhe was too 
much prepoſſeſſed in her favour, to let ſlip this 
opportunity of craving her acquaintance, and of 
expreſſing her inclination to alleviate (if poſſible) 
that aMliQtion which was manifeſt in her looks. 

Monimia, overwhelmed with gratitude and 
ſurprize, at this unexpected addreſs, gazed upon 
the lady in ſilence, and when ſhe repeated her 
tenders of- ſervice, could make no other reply to 
her goodneſs, than by burſting into a flood .of 
tears: this was a ſpecies of eloquence, which did 
not paſs unregarded by Madam Clement, who, 
while her own eyes were bedewed with the drops 
of ſympathy and compaſſion, took tbe lovely or- 
phan by the hand, and led her, without further 
ceremony, to her.own coach, that ſtood waiting 
| at the door, whither they were followed by Mrs. 

La Mer, who was ſo mych confounded at the ad- 
venture, that ſhe made no objections to the pro- 
palal of the lady who handed her lodger into, the 
curiage; but retired, with all poſſible diſpatch, 
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_ to make Fathom acquainted with this unforeſcen 
* event. . g 1 ” «ot bn 5 1 ö b 
Mean while, the agitation of Monimia, at 
this providential deliverance, was ſuch as had well 
nigh deſtroyed her tender frame: the blood fluſh- 
ed and ſorſook her cheeks by turns; ſhe trem- 
bled from head to foot, notwithſtanding the con- 
ſolatory aſſurances of Madam Clement, and, 
without being able to utter one word, was con- 
ducted to the houſe of that kind benefaQreſ., 
where the violence of her tranſports overpowered 
her conſtitution, and ſhe funk down upon a coach 
in a ſwoon, from which ſhe was not eaſily reco- 
vered. This affecting circumſtance augmented 
the pity, and intereſted the curiofity of Madam 
Clement, who concluded there was ſomething 
very extraordinary in the cafe of the ſtranger, to 
produce thefe agonies ; and grew impatient to 
hear the particulars of her ſtory, 
Monimia no ſooner retrieved the uſe of her fa- 
| | culties, than looking around, and obſerving with 
| what humane concern her new hoſteſs was em- 
_ ployed in effecting her recovery, Is this (faid 
= | ſhe) a flattering illuſion of the brain? or am! 
# really under the protection of ſome beneficent 
| 


being, whom heaven hath inſpifed with genetoſi- 

ty, to refcue an hapleſs ſtranger from the molt 

Forlorn ſtate of miſery and woe? Her voice 

| was, at all times, raviſhingly fweet ; and this ex- 
| clamation was pronounced with fuch pathetic fer- 
| vour, that Madam Clement claſped her in ber 
"arms, and kiffing her with all the eagernebs of 
maternal affection, Ves, (cried ſhe) fair crea- 
ture, heaven hath beſtowed upon me an heart to 
* compaſſionate, and power, I hope, to lighten thc 
burthen of your forrows.” * 
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She then prevailed upon her to take ſome nou- 


riſhment,* and afterwards to recount the particu» 


hrs of her fate; a taſk ſhe performed with fuch 
accuracy and candour, that Madam Clement, 
far from ſuſpecting her ſincerity, ſaw truth and 
conviction in every circumſtance of her tale; 
and having condoled her misfortunes, entreated 
her to forget them, or, at leaſt, look upon herſelf 
as one theltered under the care and tuition of a 
perſon, whoſe ſtudy it would be to ſupply her 


want of natural parents. This would have been 


an happy viciſſitude of fortune, had it not arrived 


too late; but ſuch a ſudden and unlooked- for 


tranſition, not only diſordered the faculties of 
poor Monimia's mind, but alſo overpowered the 


organs of her body, already fatigued and enfee- 


bled by the diſtreſſes ſhe had undergone ; fo that 
ſhe was taken ill of a fever that ſame night, and 
became delirious before morning, when a phyſi- 
cian was called to her aſſiſtancge. A 


While this gentleman was in the houſe, Ma- 


dam Clement was viſited by Fathom, who after 


having complained, in the moſt inſinuating man- 


ner, that ſhe had encouraged his wife to abandon 
ber duty, told her a plauſible ſtory of his firſt ac- 
quaintance with Monimia, and his marriage at 
the Fleet, which, he ſaid, he was ready to prove, 


by the evidence of the- clergyman who Joined 
them, and that of Mrs. la Mer, who was preſent 


at the ceremony. The good lady, although a 


little ſtaggered at the genteel appearance, and en- 


raging. addreſs of this ſtranger, could not prevail 
upon herſelf to believe that ſhe had been impoſed 


vpon'by her fair lodger, who, by this time, had 


given too convincing a proof of her fincerity 
nevertheleſs, in order to prevent any diſpute th 
gen. 4 | | | mig 
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might * prejudicial to the health or recovery o of 
Monimia, ſhe gave him to underſtand, that the 
would not, at preſent, enter upon the merits of 
the cauſe, but only aſſure him, that the you oung 
lady was actually bereft of her ſenſes, and | 4 im- 
2 danger of her life: for the truth of which 
aſſe mn the would appeal to his owa obſerva- 
tion, ** the opinion of the phyſician, who was 
then employ d in writing a. preſcription for the 
cure of her diſeaſe. 
Sa ſaying, ſhe: conducted him into the cham- 
ber, where he beheld the hapleſs virgin ſtretched 
upon a ſick bed, panting under the violence of a 
diſtemper too mighty for ber weakly frame, her WW « 
hair diſhevelled, and diſcompoſure in her looks; M 
all the roſes of her youth were faded, yet all the 
.graces of her beauty were not fled : ſhe retained 
that ſweetneſs and ſymmetry, which death itſelf 
could not deſtroy ; and though her diſcourſe was 
mcoherent, her voice was ſti]! muſical, reſembling 
thoſe feathered ſongſters who warble their native 
aunad-· notas wild. 

Fathom, as upon all other occaſions, fo on 
| this, did behave like an inimitable actor; he ran 
to the bed · ſide, with all the trepidation of a di- 
ſtracted lover; he fell upon his knees, and while 
the tears rolled. down his cheeks, imprinted a thou- 
Hand kiſſes on the ſoſt hand of Monimia, who re- 
gaxding, him with a lack luſtre, and undiſtinguiſh- 
Ing eye, „ Alas! Renaldo, (ſaid ſhe) we were 
born to be unhappy.” * Would to heaven! 
{cried Ferdinand, in a tranſport of grief ) the 
:wretch Renaldo had never been born ! that is the 
villain who ſeduced. the affeRion of this unſortu- 
nate woman. 1 admitted the traitor into my 


flend{hip aud confidence, e de io be 


1 
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necefſities'3 and, ke the ungrateful viper, he 
hath tung the very boſom that cheriſhed him in 
his diſtreſs. Then he proceeded to inform Ma- 
am Clement, how he had delivered that ſame 
Renaldo from priſon, maintained him afterwards ' 
at'a great expence; and, at length, furniſhed him 
with a ſum of money, and proper credentials to 
ſupport his intereſt at the court of Vienna. 
Having finiſhed this detail, he afked the phyſi- 


-- 


ing told, that her life was in extreme jeopardy, - 
tegped he would uſe his utmoſt endeavours in her 
behalf, and even made him a tender of an extra- 
ordinary fee; which was refuſed :-he alſo thanked 
Madam Clement for her' charity and benevolence 
towards a ſtranger, and took his leave, with many 
polite profeſſions of gratitude and eſteem. He 
had no ſooner quitted the houſe, than the phyſi- 
clan, who was a humane man, and a foreigner, 
began to caution the lady againſt his infinuations, 
obſerving, that ſome circumſtances of the ſtory 
concerning Renaldo, were, to his particular xnow- 
ledge, contrary to truth: for that he himſelf had 
been applied to, for letters of recommendation, 
In behalf of count Melvil, by a Jew merchant 
of his acquaintance, who had ſupplied the young 
gentleman with money ſufficient tor his occaſions, ' 
in confequence of a minute inquiry he had made 
nto'the character of Renaldo, who was, by all 
17 a youth of ſtrict honour, and untainted 
Rorals, | | | 
Madam Clement, thus cautioned, entered into 
(liberation with her own thoughts, and com- 
ping the particulars of this account with thoſe ' 
f Monimia's own ſtory, ſhe concluded, that Fa- 
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and 


bom was the very traitor he himſelf had deſeribed; 
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and that he had, by abuſing the confidence of 


both, effected a fatal breach between two inno- 


cent and delerving lovers. She accordingly looked 
upon him with horror and deteſtation; but, ne- 
vertheleſs reſolved to treat him with civility in the 
mean time, that the poor young lady might not 
be diſturbed in her laſt moments; for ſhe had 
now loſt all hopes of her recovery. Yet the fe- 
ver abated, and in two days ſhe retrieved the 
uſe of her reaſon: though the diſtemper had aſ- 
feed her lungs, and ſhe was in all appearance 


doomed to linger a few weeks longer in a con- 


ſumption. _ | | us, 

Fathom. was punctual in his viſitation, though 
never admitted into her preſence after the deli- 
rium vaniſhed; and he had the opportunity of 
ſeeing her conveyed in a chariot to Kenſington 
Gravel-pits, a place which may be termed the 
laſt ſtage of many a mortal peregrination. He 
now implicitely believed, that death would in a 
few days baffle all his deſigns upon the unfortu- 
nate Monimia ; and foreſeeing, that, as he had 
owned himſelf her huſband, he might be obliged 
to defray the expence incurred by her ſickneſs and 
burial, he very prudently intermitted in his viſits, 
and had recourſe to the intelligence of his auxi- 
As for Monimia, ſhe approached the goal of 
life; not ſimply with reſignation, but with rap- 
ture : ſhe enjoyed, in tranquillity, the converſa- 
tion of her kind benefactreſs, who never ſtirred 
from her apartment; ſhe was bleſſed with the 
ſpiritual conſolation of a worthy clergyman, who 
removed all her religious ſcruples; and ſhe con- 

ratulated herſelf on the near proſpect of that 
Jand of peace where ſorrow is not known. I 


— 
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At length Mrs. la Mer gave notice to our ad- 
venturer of this ainiable young lady's deceaſe, and 
the time fixed fof the interment : upon which 
theſe two virtuous aſſociates took poſſeſſion of a 
place, from whence they could, unperceived, be- 
hold the funeral. He muſt have a hard heart, 
who, without an emotion of pity, can ſee the 
aſt offices performed to a young cxeature cut off 
in the lower of, youth and beauty, even tho' he 
knows not her name, and is an utter ſtranger to 
her virtues. How callous then muſt the ſoul of 
that wretch have been, who, without a ſymptom 
of remorſe or concern, ſaw the ſable hearſe 
adorned with white plumes, as emblems of Mo- 
nimia's purity, paſs before him, while her incom- 
parable megit ſtood full in his remembrance, and 
he ew himſelf the wicked cauſe of her untimely 
fate! | 52 

Perfidious wretch ! thy crimes turn out ſo at- 
trocious, that I half repent me of having under- 
taken to record thy memoirs : yet ſuch monſters 
ought to be exhibited to public view, that man- 
kind may be upon their guard againſt impoſture; 
that the world may ſee how fraud is apt to over», 
ſhoot itſelf : and that, as virtue, though it ma 
ſuffer for a while, will triumph in the end; FA 
iniquity, though it may proſper for a ſeaſon, will 
at laſt be overtaken by that puniſhment and diſ- 
Face which are its due. 
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FAA Hons expectations, with reſpect to the 
T fair orphan, having thus proved abortive, he 
1oſt no time in bewailing his'miſcarriage, but had 
imtnediate recourſe to other means of improvin 
his ſmall fortune, which, at this period, amounte- 
to near two hundred pounds. Whatever incli- 
nation he had to reſume the character he had 
formerly bore in the polite world, he durſt not 
venture to launch out again into the expence ne- 
ceſſary to maintain that ſtation, becauſe his for- 
mer refources were now ſtopt, and all the people 
of faſhion, by this time, convinced of his being 
a needy adventurer. Nevertheleſs, he reſolved 
to ſound the ſentiments of his old friends at 2 
diſtance, and judge, from the reception he ſhould 
meet with, how far he might preſume upon their 
* countenarice and favour : for he rightly ſuppoſed, 
that, if he could ia any ſhape contribute to their 
intereſt ' or amuſement, they would eaſily forgive 
his former pretenſions to quality, arrogant as they 
were, and ftill entertain him on the footing of a 
neceſſary acquaintance. 8 
With this view, he one day preſented himſelf 
at court in a very gay ſuit of cloaths, and bow- 
ed, at a diſtance, to many of his old faſhionable 
friends of both ſexes, not one of whom favoured 
him with any other notice, than that of a quar- 
ter curt'ſy, or ſlight inclination of the head: for, 
by this time, the few that remembered him knew 


from what retirement he now emerged, and 
Y avoided 


added him accorvingly as the jail infeclibn: but 
in zenith of his fortune, were now- utter 
ſtrangers to his perſon, which they had actually 
forgot, amidſt the ſucceſſion of noyelties that 
ſurrounded them; or, if they did recolle his 


name, it was remembered as an old faſhion 


which had been many months out of date. 

Notwithſtanding theſe mortifying diſcourage- 
ments, our hero, that ſame evening, effected 4 
lodgement in a certain gaming-houſe not far 
from St. James's ; and, as he played pretty high, 
and made a parade of his ready money, he was ſoon 
recognized by divers perſons of conſequence, who 
cordially welcomed him to England, on pretence 
of believing he had been abroad, and with great 
complacency, repeated their former profeſſions of 
friendſhip. Though this was a certain way of 


retaining the favour of thoſe worthies, while his 


finances continued to; flouriſh, and his payments 
were prompt, he knew the weakneſs of his funds 
too well, to think they could bear the viciflitudes 
of play; and the remembrance of the two Bri- 
tim Knights who had ſpoiled him at Paris, hung 
over his imagination with the moſt frightful pre- 
lages : beſides,” he perceived that gaming was 


now managed in ſuch a manner, as rendered fkill 


and dexterity of no advantage: for the ſpitit of 
play having overſpread the land, like a peſtilence, 
raged to ſuch a degree of madneſs and deſpera- 
tion, that the unhappy people who vere in- 
fefted, laid afide all thoughts of amutement, 
economy or caution, and riſqued their fortunes 
w- flies equally extravagant, childiſh, and 
2 " af? | 4% , . | 
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the greater part of thoſe who had cultivated him 
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. +, The whole myſtery of the art was reduced t 
the ſimple exerciſe of tofling, u 7 1 
the luſt of laying Wagerh which they indulged 
to a ſurpriſing pitch of ridiculous, intemperance, 
In one corner of the room, might be heard a pair 
of lordlings running their grandmethers againſt 
each other, that is, betting ſums on the longeſt 
liver ; in another, the ſucceſs of the wager de- 
pended upon the ſex of the landlady's next child; 
and one of the waiters happening to drop down 
in an apoplectic fit, a certain noble peer exclaim- 
ed, Dead for a thouſand. pounds.“ The chal- 
lenge was immediately accepted; and when the 
mater of the houſe ſent for a ſurgeon to attempt 
the cure, the nobleman who ſet the price upon 
the patient's head, inſiſted upon his being left to 
the efforts of nature alone, otherwiſe the wager 
ſhould be void : nay, when the landlord harped 
upon the loſs he ſhould ſuſtain by ,the death of 
a truſty ſervant, his lordſhip obviated the objecti- 
on, by deſiring that the fellow might be charged 
in the bill. 9 Ter! 
In ſhort, the rage of gaming ſeemed to have 
devoured all their other faculties, and to have 
equalled the raſh enthuſiaſm of the inhabitants 
of Malacca in the Eaſt-Indies, who are ſo poſ- 
ſeſſed with that pernicious ſpirit, that they ſacrifice 
to it not only their fortunes, but alſo their wives 
and children ; and then letting their hair down 
upon their ſhoulders, in imitation of the ancient 
Lacedemonians when they devoted themſelves to 
death, thoſe wretches unſheath their daggers and 
murder every living creature in their way. Ia 
this, however, they differ from the gameſters of 
our country, who never find their ſenſes, vnti 
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they have loſt their fortune, and beggared their 


families; whereas, the the Malayſe never um 
a muck, but in conſequence of miſery and de- 
Such ,are the amuſements, or rather, 4 is 


” 


the continual employment of thoſe hopeful youths _ 


who are deſtined by birth to be the judges of our 
property, and pillars of our conſtitution : ſuch. 
ate the heirs and repreſentatives of thoſe patriots. 
who planned, and thoſe herocs who maintained 


the laws. and freedom of their, country; W 
were the patrons. of merit, the fathers of the 


poor, the terror of vice and immorality, and, at 
once, the ornaments and ſupport of an happy 
nation. | 

Our adventurer conſidered all theſe circum- 
ſtances with his wonted ſagacity, and ſeeing up. 


on what precarious fgoting he muſt ſtand, ſhould 


he rank himſelf with ſuch ſociety, he wiſely came 
to the reſolution of deſcending one ſtep in the de- 
grees of life, and of taking upon him the title of 
phyſician, under which he did not deſpair of in- 
lnvating himſelf into the pockets of his patients, 
and into the ſecrets of private families, ſo as te 
acquire a comfortable ſhare of practice, or capti- 
vate the heart of ſome heireſs or rich widow,, 
whoſe fortune would, at once, render him inde- 
pendent and bappy. Wars 
Aſter this determination, his next care was, ta 


new character; well knowing, that the ſucceſs 
of a phyſician, in a great meaſure, depends up- 
on the external equipage in which he firſt de- 
clares himſelf an, adept in the healing art. He 


2 $7090 tion 


concert meaſures for his firſt appearance in this 


brit of all procured a few books on the ſubje& - - 
of medicine, which 8 ſtudied with great atten- 
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that the apothecary, whoſe knowledge in that art 
© phyſician of great learning and experience, and 
Binted a defire of knowing his name and ſitu- 
chat he bad ſtudied phy ſic, and had taken his de- 


Wirk any view of exerciſing medicine, as he then 
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tion, during the remaining part of the winter and 
ſpring, and repaired to Tunbridge with the fir 
of the ſeaſon, where he appeared in the uniform 
of Æſculapius, namely, a plain ſuit full trimm'd, 
with a voluminous tye perriwig-; believing that, 
in this place, he might glide, as it were, imper- 
ceptibly, into the functions of his new employ- 
ment, and gradually accuſtom himſelf to the me- 
thod and form of preſcription. 
A man ſo well known in the gay world could 
not be ſuppoſed to effect ſuch a transformation, 
without being obſerved ; and therefore, in order 
to anticipate the cenſure and ' ridicule of thoſe 
"who might be tempted to make themſelves merry 
at his expence, he, on his arrival at the wells, re- 
paired'to the ſhop of an apothecary, and, calling 
for pen, ink and paper, wrote a preſcription, 
which he defired might be immediately made up. 
While this was doing by the ſervant, he was in- 
vited into a parlour by the maſter, with whom 
he entered into converſation, touching the pro- 
perties of the 'Funbridge-water, which ſeemed 
to have been his particular ſtudy : and indeed he 
had peruſed Rouzee's treatiſe ' on that ſubject, 
with indefatigable aſſiduity. From this theme, 
he made digreſſions into other parts of medicine, 
-upon which he ſpoke with ſuch plauſible elocution, 


—_— - „% 1 


SSS. m3 S 


EE 


was not very profound, looked upon him as a 


eas 5d; big bien 
1-7 Fathom, accordingly gave him to underſtand, 


grees at Padua, rather for his amuſement, than 


could 
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could not poſſibly foreſee the misfortunes which 
had ſince happened to his family, and by which 
he was now compelled to have recourſe to a pro- 
ſeſſion that was very much beneath the expec- 
tations of his birth. Yet he bore his diſappoint - 
ments with reſignation, and even good humour, 
and bleſſed his ttars' for having inclined him to 
the ſtudy of any branch of knowledge by which 
be might be enabled to laugh at the viciſſitudes 
of fortune. He then obſerved, that he had prac- 
tiſed with ſome -applauſe at the hot-well, near 
Briſtol, before he thought he ſhould! be ever te- 
duced to the neceſſity of taking a fee; and that, 
in all probability, his metamorphoſis, hen known, 
would furniſh matter of ſurpriſe and merriment 
to ſome of his old acquaintance. | | 
The apothecary was equally ſtruck with his 
polite addreſs, and\pleaſed with his agreeable diſ- 
courſe: he conſoled him for the misfortunes of 
his -fatnily, by aſſuring him, that, in England, 
nothing could be more honourable, or indeed pro- 
table, than the character of a phyſician, pro- 
vided he could once wriggle himſelf into prac- 
ticez and inſinuated, that, although he was re- 
ſtricted by certain engagements with other per- 
ſons of the faculty, he ſhould be glad of an op- 
portunity to ſhew his regard for doctor Fathom. 
This was a very effectual method which our hero 
took to intimate his new character to the the public. 
By the induſtry and communicative diſpoſition of 
thejapothecary, it was criculated in half a day thro 
every family in the place; and next morning, 
when Ferdinand appeared, the company forth- 
with affembled in ſeparate groups, and from 
each knot he heard his name reverberated in a 


whiſper, . 5 det 
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Hlfaving thus announced himſelf to all whom 
it might concern, and allowed the ladies two days 
to diſcuſs the merit of his transfiguration, toge- 
ther with the novelty of the caſe, he ventured to 
ſalute, at a diſtance, a lady and her daughter, 
who had been his patients at the hot-well ; and 
although they honoured: his bow with the return 
of a ſlight curtſy, they gave him not the leaſt en- 
couragement to make a nearer approach. Not- 
withſtanding this rebuff, he concluded, that, 
ſhould the health of either come in queſtion, 
they would renew their application to his ſkill, 
and what was refuſed by their pride, would be 
granted by their apprehenſion. Here, however, 
he happened to be miſtaken in his conjecture, 
The young lady being ſeized with a violent 
head-ach and palpitation, her mother deſired the 
apothecary to recommend a phyſician; and the 
perſon, with whom he was contracted, being at 
that time abſent, he propoſed doctor Fathom as 
a man of great ability and diſcretion : but the 
good lady rejected the, propoſal with diſdain, be- 
cauſe ſhe had formerly known him in the charac- 
ter of a Count; though that very character was 
the chief reaſon that had then induced her to crave 
his advice. n . 
Buch is the caprice of the world in general, 
that whatever bears the face of novelty captivates, 
or rather bewitches the imagination, and con- 
founds the ideas of reaſon and common ſenſe. 
If, for example, a ſcullion from the clinking of 
pewter ſhould conceive a taſte for the clinking 
of rhime, and make ſhift to bring together twenty 
ſyllables, ſo as that the tenth and laſt ſhall have 
_ "the like ending; the compoſition is immediate!y 
extolled as 2 miracle; and what appeals to the 
EFT 6 3 © admiratioty 
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character, becauſe it wholly regarded the decline 


FERDINAND Count FarHOu. 127 


admiration, is not the wit, the elegance or 


oetry of the work, but the uncultivated talent, 


and humble ſtation of the author. A reader docs 


not exclaim, What a delicate ſentiment ! what 
a beautiful fimile ! what eaſy and muſical verfiti- 
cation !*? but cries in rapture, ** Heavens! what 
a prodigy ! a poet from the ſcullery 1 a muſe in 


livery tor, Apollo with a trowel !'' — The public 


is aſtoniſhed into liberality—the ſcullion eats from 


thoſe trenchers he ſcoured before—the footman 13 
admitted into the coach, behind which he was 


wont to ſtand; and the bricklayer, inſtead of 
plaiſtering walls, bedaubs his //u/{rious partner 
with the mortar of his praiſe. - Thus, lifted into 
an higher ſphere; their talents receive cultivation; 


they betome profeſſed bars; and tho? their ſub- 
ſequent works bear evident marks of improve- 


ment, they are negleQed among the reſt of their 
brethren'z becauſe that novelty, which recom- 
mended them in the beginning, no longer re- 
mains. K | 
So it fared with our adventurer in his new oc- 


cupation. There was ſomething ſo extraordinary 


in a nobleman's underſtanding medicine; and fo 
uncommon in a phyſician's preſcribing gratis, 
that the curioſity and admiration of the compan 


at Briſtol were engaged, and they followed his 


advice, as the direction of ſome ſupernatural in- 


telligence : but, now that he profeſſed himſelf one 


of the faculty, and might be ſuppoſed to have re- 
freſhed his memory, and reinforced his knows 


ledpe for the occaſion, he was as much over- 


looked. as any other phyfician unſupported by in- 
tereſt or cabal; or, at leaſt, the notice he at- 
tracted was not at all to the advantage of hig 
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of his fortune, which is a never-failing fund of 
Wr SAL r 
heſe mortifications. did not overcome the 
patience and perſeverance of Fathom, who fore- 
ſaw, that the ſootbing hand of time would caſt a 
veil of oblivion over thoſe ſcenes which were re- 
membered to his prejudice z and that in the 
mean time, though he was excluded from the 
private parties of the fair ſex, in which bis main 
hepe of ſucceſs was placed, he ſhould be able to 
inſinuate himſelf into ſome degree of favour and 
practice among the male patients; and ſome lucky 
cure, properly diſplayed, might be the means of 
propagating his fame, and baniſhing that reſerve 
which at preſent interfered with his purpoſe. 
Accordingly, it was not long before he fouud 
means to break that ſpell, of univerſal prejudice 
that hedged him in. At the ordinary which he 
frequented, his polite carriage, facetious remarks, 
and agreeable ſtories, ſoon conciliated the regard 
of his fellow- gueſts, among whom he ſometimes 
rallied his own transformation with ſingular good 
humour and ſucceſs : he was even witty upon his 
want of employment; and uſed: to obſerve, that 
a phyſician, without practice, had one comfort 
to which his. brethren were ſtrangers, namely, 
that the ſeldomer he had occaſion to preſcribe, 
the Jeſs he had upon bis conſcience on account 
of being acceſſory to the death of bis fellow- 
creatures. 
Nothing ſo effectually blunts the ſhaſts of ridi- j 
-cule, and defeats the aims of flander, as this m:- ing 
- thad of anticipation. In ſpite of the arrows that 
were levelled againſt bis reputation from every W 
tea- table at 'Tunbridge, he made his party good the 
among almoſt all the gay young gentlemen that | 


freque nted 
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frequented the place: far from avoiding his 
company, they began to court his converfation, 
and he was commonly ſeen in the walks, fur- 
rounded with a group of admirers. 8 
Having thus paved the way for à total removal 
of the invidious prepoſſeſſion that obſtructed his 
views, he, one night, while every perſon was 
julled in the arms of repoſe, and univerſal filence 
prevailed, tuned his violin, and began to play 
ſome maſterly airs, in a tone fo uncommonly ex- 
preflive, and with fuch raviſhing dexterity of exe- 
cution, that a certain lady who lodged in the 
fame houſe, being waked by the muſic, and ig- 
norant of the ſource from which it lowed, lift- 
ened with rapture, as to the harp of an angel, 
and wrapping herſelf in a looſe gown, roſe and 
opened her chamber-door, in order to diſcover 
in what apartment the muſician reſided. She 
no ſooner entered the paſſage, than ſhe found 
her fellow-lodgers already aſſembled on the fame 
occaſion; and there they remained during the 
| beſt part of the night, tranſported by the harmo- 
| ny which our hero produced. | | 
Doctor Fathom was immediately known to be 
: the author of this entertainment; and thus re- 


trieved the benefit of that admiration which he 

bad forfeited by appearing in the ſhape of a phy- 

N ſician. For, as people had formerly wondered 

It to ſee a Count ſkilled in medicine; they were 

* _ amazed to find a phyſician ſuch a maſter in 
muſic, 25 5 

The good effects of this ſtratagem were almoſt 

inſtantaneous. His performance became the to- 

pic of diſcourſe among all the faſhionable com- 

pany : his male friends complimented him from 

od de information of the other ſex; and that lady 

5 whom 


whom he had regaled, inſtead of that ſhyneſs and 
diſdain with which ſhe uſed to receive bis ſalu- 
tation, at their very next meeting in the thorough- 
fare, returned his bow with marks of profound 
reſpect. Nay, at midnight, ſhe, with the reſt, 
took poſt in the ſame place where they had been 
.Kationed before; and by frequent tittering, and 
repeated whiſpers, gave intimation to Fathom, 
that they would be glad of a ſecond ſerenade. 
But be was too well acquainted with the human 
paſſions to indulge/this their defire : it was his 
intereſt to inflame their impatience, rather than 
to gratify their expectation: and therefore he 
tantalized them for ſome hours, by tuning his 
violin, and playing ſome flouriſhes, which, 
however, produced nothing to fulfil their 
wiſhes. . | 
At the ordinary, he was accoſted by a gentle- 
man a lodger in the ſame houſe, who aſſurcd 
him, thaz the ladies would take it as a great 
favours if he would let them know when he 
intended to amuſe himſelf again with his in- 
ſtrument, that they might not, by falling aſleep 
before - hand, - deprive themſelves of the pleaſure 
of bearing his muſic. To this meſſage he fe- 
. plied with an air of conſequence and reſerve, 
that, though muſic was not the art he profeſſed, 
be ſhould be always complaiſant enough to en- 
. tertain the ladies to the utmoſt. of his power, 
wben their commands were ſignified to him in 
a manner ſuited to his character; but that he 
would never put himſelf. on the footing of an 
_ . tinerant;harper, whoſe muſic is tolerated thro' 
the medium of a board partition.. The gentleman 
having reported this anſwer. to his conſtituents, 
they empowered him to invite doctor Fathom to 
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breakfaſt, and he was next morning introduced 
with the uſual ceremony, and treated with un- 
common regard by all the females of the houſe, 
aſſembled for his reception. | 

Having thus broke the ice of their averſion, in 
one part," ſo as that the beams of his perſonal 
accompliſhment bad room to operate, he ſoon 
effected a general thaw in his favour, and found 
himſelf growing once more into requeſt among 
the moſt amiable part of the creation. His com» 
pany was coveted, and his taſte conſulted in their 
balls, concerts, and private aſſemblies; and he 
recompenced the regard they paid to him, with 
an inceſſant exertion of his agreeable talents, 
politeneſs and good humour. 5 


CHAP. II. 


Triumphs over .@ medical rival. 


ET, in the midſt of all this attention, his 
| medical capacity ſeemed to be quite forgot, 
They reſpected his good breeding; were charmed 
with bis voice, and admired the fine touches of 
his hand upon the violin ; but, in cultivating the 
, hdler, they utterly neglected the phyſician ; and 


, in vain did he attempt to divide their regard, by 4 
1- taking all opportunities to turn the converſation 1 
5 into a more intereſting, channel. It was to little N 
in purpoſe he endeavoured to arrouſe the wonder of 1 
he his audience with frequent deſcriptions of porten- N ? 
an tuous maladies and amazing cures he had ſeen It 
1d 


0 and performed in the courſe of his ſtudy and prac- 
an Wh tice abroad: and to no effect did he publickly 
ts, buſy himſelf in making experiments on the mine- 
to Wl ul water, in which 8 pretended to have made 


ly 6 ſeveral 
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ſeveral new and important diſcoveries. Theſe 
efforts did not make a laſting impreſſion upon the 
minds of the company; becauſe they faw nothing 
ſurprizing in a phyſician's being acquainted with 
all the myſteries of his att; and, as their cuſtom 
was- already beſpoke for others of the profeſſion, 
whom it was their intereſt to employ, our adven- 
turer might have ſtarved amidſt the careſſes of his 
acquaintance, had not he derived conſiderable 
advantage from a lucky accident in the courſe of 
his expectancy. io 

A gentlewoman's daughter, of a weakly con- 
ſtitution, by drinking the waters, had ſo far re- 
covered her health and complexion, as to allure 
the affection of a young ſquire in the neighbour- 
hood, who amuſed her for ſome time with his 
addrefſes, until his heart was ſeduced by the 
charms of another young lady lately arrived at the 
wells. The forſaken nymph, ſhocked at this diſ- 
grace and mortification, relapſed into her former 
languiſhing diſorder, and was by her mother put 
under the management and prefcription of a phy- 
fician, who had been an induſtrious enemy of Fa- 
thom, from his firſt appearance at Tunbridge, 
The patient, tho' violently chagrined at the levi- 
ty of her quondam admirer, was not altogether 
without hope, that the very ſame inconſtancy 
which had prompted him to leave her, might in 
time induce him to return, after the novelty of 
his new paſſion ſhould be wore off; and this 

hope ſerved to ſupport her under the ſorrow and 
* diſgrace of her diſappointment. At length, Hos + 
ever, the ſquire and his new miſtreſs diſappear- 
ed, and ſome buſy body was officious enough to 
communicate this piece of news to the forlorn 
ſnepherdeſs, with this additional . 
Er 4 they 


7 


they were gone to a neighbouring pariſh, gk 
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in the bands of wedlock. 
Theſe fatal tidings were no ſooner inparted to 
the abandoned Phillis, than ſhe was ſeized with 
an hyſteric fit; and, what rendered the accident 
more unfortunate, her phyſician had been called 
to the country, and was not expected at Fun- 
bridge till next day. The apothecary was im- 
mediately ſummoned; and, being either puzzled 
by the ſymptoms, or afraid of enc upon 
the province of his ſuperiors, adviſed the old lady 
to ſend for doctor Fathom without delay. She 
had no other objection to this expedient, but the 
enmity which ſhe knew ſubſiſted between the two 
leeches: yet hearing that her own doctor would 
not conſult with Fathom upon his return, but, 
perhaps, renounce the patient, by which means 
her daughter's health might be endangered, ſhe 
would not ſollicit our hero's aſſiſtance, until the 
young lady had remained ſeven hours ſpeechleſs 
and inſenſible; when her fear prevailing over 
every other conſideration, ſhe implored the ad- 
vice of our adventurer, who having made the 
neceflary interrogations, and felt the patient's 
pulſe, which was regular and diſtin, found 
reaſon to conclude, that the fit would not laſt 
much longer; and, after having obſerved, that 
was in a very dangerous way, preſcribed 
ſome medicines for external application; and, 
to enhance their opinion of his diligence and 
humanity, reſolved to ee in the room, and ob- 
ſerve their effect. 
His judgment did not fail him on this occaſi- 
on. In leſs than half an hour after his embro- 
cations had been applied, ſhe recovered the uſe of 


opened her: eyes, and W 
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rious exclamations, upbraided her perfidious lo- 
ver, became quite ſenſible and compoſed; though 
dhe continued extremely low and dejected: to re- 
medy theſe ſinkings, certain cordials were imme- 
diately ad miniſtered, according to the preſcription 
of doctor Fathom, upon whom extraordinary en- 
comiums were beſtowed by all preſent, who be- 
lieved be had actually reſcued her from the jaws 
of death; and as he was, by this time, let into 
the ſecrets of the family, he found himſelf in a 
fair way of being an egregious favourite of the 
old gentlewoman ;- when, unluckly, bis brother 
having diſmiſſed his country patient with uncom- | 
mon- diſpatch, entered the apartment, and eyed 
his rival with looks of inexpreſſible rage; then 
ſurveying the patient, and the vials that ſtood | 
upon the table, by turns, What, in the name t 

c 

t. 


of God! (cried he) is the meaning of all this 
traſh ? *? 

Really, doctor, (replied the mother, a little 
counfounded at being thus taken by ſurprize) t 
Biddy has been taken dangerouſly ill, and lain 0 
ſeven or eight hours in a ſevere fit, from which, 
I am confident, ſhe would never have recovered, 
without the help of a phyſician ; and as you were 
abſent, we had recourſe to this gentleman, whoſe 
preſcription hath had an happy and ſurpriſing et- 
fect. Effect! (cried this offended member 
of the faculty) pſhaw ! ſtuff, who made you judge 
of effects or. cauſes? (then advancing to the pa- 
tient) what has been the matter, miſe Biddy, that 
you could not wait till my return? ?. 
Here Fathom interpoſing, . Sir, (ſaid he) if 
you will ſtep inta the next room, I will commu- 
nicate my ſentiments of the caſe, together with 
the method upon which I have proceeded, that 
4 _ 
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we may deliberate upon the next ſtep that is to be 
taken“ Inſtead of complying with this propoſal, 
be ſeated himſelf in a chair, with his back to our 
adyenturer, and while he examined miſs Biddy's 
pulſe, gave him to underſtand, that he ſhould not 
conſult with him about the matter. e 

Fathom, not in the leaſt diſconcerted at this 
uncivil anſwer, walked round his antagoniſt, and 
placing himſelf in bis front, deſired to know his 
reaſon for treating him with ſuch ſupercilious con- 
tempt. I am reſolved (ſaid the other) never 
to conſult with any phyſician who has not taken 
his degrees at either of the Engliſh univerſities.“ 
« Upon the ſuppoſition (replied our adventurer) 
that no-perſon can be properly educated for the 
profeſſion at any other ſchool.” *<** You are in 
the right: (anſwered doctor Looby) that is one 
of many reaſons I have to decline the conſulta- 
tion.“ 

How far you are in the right, (retorted Fa- 
thom) I leave the world to judge, after I have 
obſerved, that in your Engliſh univerſities, there 
is no opportunity of ſtudying the art; no, not fo 
much as a lecture given on the ſubje&t: nor is 
there one phyſician of note, in this kingdom, 
who has not derived the greateſt part of his me- 
dical knowledge, from the inſtructions of fo- 
reigners.“ 

Looby, incenſed at this aſſeveration, which he 
was not prepared to refute, exclaimed in a moſt 
infuriate accent, Who are you? whence came 
ew where was you bred ?. you are one of thoſe, * 

believe, who graduate themſelves, and com- 


nu- W mence- doctors, the Lord knows how: an inter- 
vun Wl loper, who, without licenſe or authority, come 


kither to take the bread out of the mouths of 
ug . tlemen, 
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tlemen, who have been trained to the bufineſs in 
a regular manner, and beſtowed great pains and 
expence to qualify themſelves ſor the profeſſion: 
for my own part, my education coſt me fiftcen 

Never was money laid out to leſs purpoſe : 


(faid Ferdinand) for it does not appear, that you 


have learned ſo much as the baſis of medical ac- 
quirements, namely, that decorum and urbanity 
which ought to diſtinguiſh the deportment of eve- 


ry phyfician : you have even debaſed the nobleſt 


and moſt beneficial art that ever engaged the ſtu- 
dy of mankind, which cannot be too much culti- 


vated, and too little reſtrained, in ſeeking to li- 


mit the practice of it, to a ſet of narrow-minded 
illiberal wretches, who, like the loweſt handi- 
craftſmen, claim the excluſive privileges of à cor- 
poration : had you doubted my ability, you ought 


to have ſatisfied yourſelf in a manner conſiſtent 


with decency and candour : but your behaviour, 
on this occaſion, is ſuch a malicious outrage upon 
good manners and humanity, that, were it not 
for my regard to theſe ladies, I would chaſtiſe 
you for your inſolence, on the ſpot. Mean while, 
madam, (addrefling himſelf to the mother) you 
muſt give me leave to infift upon your diſmiſſing 
either that gentleman, or me, without heſita- 
tion,” 

This peremptory language had an inſtantaneous 
effect upon the hearers. Looby's face grew pale, 
and his nether lip began to tremble : the patient 


Was diſmayed, and the old gentlewoman con- 


cerned and perplexed : ſhe earneſtly beſought the 
gentlemen to be-reconciled to each other, and 
enter into a friendly confultation upon her daugh- 


| ter's diſtemper : but, finding both equally averſe 
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to accommodation, and Fathom becoming more 
and more importunate in his demand, ſhe pre- 
ſented him with a double fee ; and giving him to 
underſtand, that doctor Looby had long attended 
the family, .and was intimately acquainted with 
ber own, and Biddy's conſtitution, ſaid, ſhe hoped 
he would not take it amiſs, if ſhe retained her 
old phyſician. v2 as, | 

Though our hero was much mortified at this 
triumph, off his rival, he made a virtue of necefh- 
ty, and-retired with great complaiſance, wiſhing, 


that Miſs Biddy might never again be the ſubject 
of ſuch a diſagreeable diſpute.» Whether the pa- 


tient was frighted at this altercation, or diſpleaſed 
with her . mother's deciſion againſt an agreeable 
young fellow, who had, as it were, recalled her 
from the grave, and made himſelf maſter of the 


ſecret that rankled at her heart; or the diſeaſe 


had wound up her nerves for another paroxyſm; 
certain it is, ſhe, all of a ſudden, broke forth, in- 
to a violent peal of laughter, which was ſuccced- 


ed by the moſt doleful cries, and other expreſſions 


of grief; then ſhe relapſed into a fit, attended 
with ſtrong convulſions, to the unſpeakable terror 
of the old gentlewoman, who intreated doctor 
Looby to be expeditious in his preſcription: ac- 


cordingly, he ſeized the pen with great confi- 


dence, and a whole magazine of anti-hyſteric 


medicines were, in different forms, externally 


and internally applied. 

Nevertheleſs, either nature was diſturbed, in 
her own efforts, by theſe applications, or the 
patient © was reſolved to diſgrace the doctor: 
ſor the more remedies that were adminiſtered, 
her convulſions became the more violent; aud ir. 
'pite of all his endeavours, he could not over- 

75 come 


— -- —_ — 
N — | : —I—— Lo” . 
- =D —- "3 
=_ Wi </ FR 
K 1 — * 8 I 
A — = = * 
— — — R "ooo ==. #44 2—- 


3 


"= 
wr 


138 The ApvenTurrs of 
come the obſtinacy of the diſtemper. Such a 
miſcarriage upon the back of bis rival's ſucceſz, 
- Could not fail to overwhelm bim with confuſion ; 
eſpecially as the mother baited him with repeated 
intreaties, to do ſomething for the recovery of her 
daughter: at length, after having exerciſed her 
- patience in vain, for ſeveral hours, this affeQio- 

nate parent could no longer ſuppreſs the ſug- 
1 'rnivng of her concern, but, in an incoherent 
rain, told him, that her duty would not ſuffer 
her to be longer filent in an affair on which de- 
"pended the life of her dear child: that ſhe had 
| ſeen enough, to believe he had miſtaken the caſe 
of poor Biddy, and he could not juſtly blame her 
for recalling doctor Fathom, whoſe preſcription 
had operated in a miraculous manner. 
Looby, ſhocked at this propoſal, proteRed 
- againſt it with great vehemence, as an expedient 
highly injurious to himſelf. My remedies 

(faid he) are juſt beginning to take effect, and, ! 

In all probability, the fit will not laſt much longer; 


fo that by calling in another perſon, at this junc- WF 7* 
ture, you will defraud me of that credit which WW * 
my due, and deck my adverſary with trophies, to ® 
which he has no pretenſion.“ She was prevailed iſ © 
upon, by this remonſtrance, to wait another hall 7 


hour, when perceiving, as yet, no alteration for 
the better, and being diſtracted with her fears ih be 
which reproached her with want of natural affec- | 
tion, ſhe ſent a meſſage to doctor Fathom, de. t 
firing to ſee him with all poſſible diſpatch. 
le was not flow in obeying the call, but ha * 
ſtening to the ſcene of action, was not a li! 
ſurpriſed to find Looby ſtill in the apartment. 
This gentleman, ſince better might not be, fe. pot 
ſolved to ſacrifice his pride to his intereſt, 2 
oa rat 
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rather than loſe his patient altogether, and run 
the riſque of forfeiting his reputation at the ſame 
time, ſtaid with intention to compromiſe his dif- 
ference with Fathom, that he might not be whol- 


ly excluded from the honour of the cure, in caſe 
it could be effected: but he had reckoned with- 


out his hoſt, in his calculation of the count's pla- 
cability z for when he put on his capitulating 
face, and after a light apology for his late beha- 
viour, propoſed that all animoſity ſhould ſubfide 
in favour of the young lady, whoſe life was at 
ſtake, our hero rejected his advances with infinite 
diſdain, and aſſured the mother, in a very ſolemn 
tone, that, far from conſulting with a man who 
had treated him ſo unworthily, he would not ſtay 
another minute in the houſe, unleſs he ſhould ſee 
him diſcarded : a ſatisfaction barely ſufficient to 
attone for the affront he himſelf had ſuffered by 
the Wan preference ſhe had before given to his 
rival. 8 

There was no remedy: Looby was obliged to 
retreat in his turn; then our adventurer approach» 
ing the bed · ſide, reconnoitered the patient, exa- 
mined the medicines which had been adminiſtered, 
and lifting up his eyes in expreſſive ſilence, de- 
tached the footman with a new order to the apo- 
thecary. It was well the meſſenger uſed expedi- 
tion, otherwiſe doctor Fathom would have been 
anticipated by the operation' of nature ; for, the 
it having almoſt run its carreer, miſs Biddy was 
on the point of retrieving her ſenſes, when the 
frontal preſcribed by Fathom was applied ; to the 
efficacy of this, therefore, was aſcribed her reco- 
very, when ſhe opened her eyes, and began to 
pour forth unconnected ejaculations; and Mm a 
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few moments after, ſne was perſuaded to ſwallow 
a draught prepared for the purpoſe, her percep- 
tion returned, and Ferdinand gained the reputa- 
tion of having performed a ſecond miracle. 

© But he was furniſhed with a piece of intelli- 
ng of much more energy than all ſhe had ta- 

en, and ſo ſoon as he concluded ſhe was capable 
to. bear the news, without any dangerous emo- 
tion, he, among other articles of chit-chat, culled 
for her amuſement, took the opportunity of tel- 
ling the company, that ſquire Stub (the cauſe of 
miſs Biddy's diſorder) had, in his way to matri- 
mony, been robbed of his bride, by a gentleman 
to whom ſhe had been formerly engaged. He 
had waited for her, on purpoſe, at an inn on the 
road, where he found means to-appeaſe her diſ- 
pleaſure, | which he had, it ſeems, incurred, and 
to ſuperſede her new lover, whom ſhe quitted 
without ceremony; upon which the ſquire had 
returned to Tunbridge, curſing her levity, yet 
blefling his good ſtars for having ſo ſcaſonably 
prevented his ruin, which would have infallibly 
been the conſequence of his marrying ſuch an ad- 
venturer. | | 

It would be ſuperfluous to obſerve, that theſe 

tidings operated, like an admirable ſpecifick, on 
the ſpirits of the young lady, who, while ſhe at- 
fected to pity the ſquire, was ſo much overjoyed 
at his diſappointment, that- her eyes began to 
ſparkle with uncommon vivacity, and in leſs than 
two hours aſter the laſt of thoſe terrible attacks, 
me was reftored to a better ftate of health than 
ſhe had enjoyed for many weeks. Fathom was 
not forgot amidſt the rejoicings of the family : 
befides an handſome gratuity for the effects of his 
extraordinary ſkill, the old lady favoured him mo 
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a general invitation to her houſe, and the daugh- 
ter not only conſidered him as the reſtorer of her 
health, and angel of her good fortune, but alſo 
began to diſcover an uncommon reliſh for his 
converſation ; ſo that he was ſtruck with the pro- 
ſpe” of ſucceeding *ſquire Stub in her affection: 
a conqueſt, which, if ſanctioned by the approba - 
tion of the mother, would conſole him for all the 
diſappointments he had ſuſtained ; for Miſs Biddy 
was intitled to a fortune of ten thouſand pounds, 
provided the ſhould marry with the conſent of 
her parent, who was the ſole executrix of the fa- 
ther's will. | 
Animated with the hope of ſuch an advanta- 
geous match, our adventurer miſled no opportu- 
nity of improving the Jodgement he had made; 
while the two ladies failed not to extol his medical 
capacity, among all their- female acquaintance, 
By means of this circulation, his advice was de- 
manded in ſeveral other caſes, which he managed 
with ſuch an impoſing air of ſagacity and im- 
portance, that his fame began to ſpread, and be- 
fore the end of the ſeaſon, he had raviſhed more 
than one, half of the buſineſs from his competi- 
tor, Notwithſtanding theſe fortunate events, he 
foreſaw, that he ſhould find great difficulty in 
tranſplanting his reputation, ſo as to take root-in 
London, which was the only ſoil in which he 
could propoſe to riſe to any degree of proſperity 
and independance ; and this reflection was ground- 
ed upon a maxim which univerſally prevails amo 
the Engliſh people, namely, to overlook. bs 
wholly neglect, on their return to the metropolis, 
al the connexions they may have chanced to ac- 
quire during their refidence at any of the medical 


wells : and this ſocial diſpoſition is ſo ſcrupulouſly 


2 main- 


bridge, ſhall, in four and twenty hours, ſo totally 
forget their friendſhip, as to meet in St. James's 


* — » 


reconciliation, were treated with manifeſt indif- 


never loſe ſight of her, no, not for one mo- 


— 
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maintained, that two 'perſoris who lived in the 
moſt. intimate correſpondence at Bath or Tun- 


park, -without betraying the leaſt token of recog- 
nition ; ſo that one would imagine thoſe mineral 
waters were ſo many ſtreams ifaiog from the ri- 
vet Leibe, ſo famed. of old, for waſhing away all 
traces of memory and recolleQion. 

Aware of this oblivious principle, doctor Fa- 
thom collected all his qualifications, in order to 
make ſuch an impreſſion upon the heart of Miſs 
Biddy, as would reſiſt all her endeavours to ſhake 
him from her remembrance ; and his efforts ſuc- 
ceeded fo. well, that *ſquire Stub's adyances to a 


R 


ference. In all probability, our hero would have 
made a very advantageous campaign, had not his 
good fortune been retarded. by an obſtruction, | 
which (as he did not perceive it) he could not 
poſſibly ſurmount: in diſplaying his accompliſh- 


ments to. captivate the daughter, he had unwit- 0 
tingly made an abſolute conqueſt of the mother, T 


who ſuperintended the conduct of Miſs Biddy, 
with ſuch jealous vigilance, that he could find no 
opportunity of profiting by the progreſs he had 
made in her heart ; for the careful matron would 


ment. | | | 
Had the old lady given the leaſt intimation to 


our adventurer, of the ſentiments ſhe entertained 
in his behalf, his complaiſance was of ſuch a plia- 
ble texture, that he would have quitted his other 
purſuit, and made her the ſole object of his atten- 
tion: but ſhe either depended upon the effect of 
his own good taſte and diſcernment, or was Q 
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Repairs 10 the Metropolis, and 05 bimſel 4 among 4 
* fons of Pæan. 


JEFORE this affair could be brought to a 

proper explanation, the ſeaſon being almoſt 
ended, the ladies departed from Tunbridge, and 
na little time doctor Fathom. followed them to 
London, having previouſly obtained permiſſion to 
nüt them in that metropolis. He had ſollicited 
he ſame favour of ſome other families, in which 
te hoped. to take root, though he knew they were 
re- engaged to different phyſicians ; and reiolving 
to make his firſt medical appearance in London, 
vith ſome eclat, he not only purchaſed an old 
chariot, which was new painted for the purpoſe, 
but likewiſe hired a footman, whom he cloathed 
a laced livery, in order to diſtinguiſh himſelf 
tom the common run of his brethren. 

This equipage, though much more expenſive 
ban his finances could bear, he found abſolutely 
eceſſary, to give him a chance for employment; 
8 every ſhabby retainer to phyſic, in this capi- 
al, had provided himſelf. with a vehicle, which 
Was altogether uſed by way of a travelling ſign 
2 0 draw in cuſtomers ; ſo that a walkin 
diyheian was conſidered as an obſcure pedlar, 
rudgi from ſtreet to ſtreet, with his pack of 
Ki wed s on his ſhoulders, and ſelling his rem- 
mp6 advice by retail. A chariot was not 
ow Rtup for the convenience of a man ſinking 

* 3; Neue of extenſive practice, but as 4 

piece 


implement, than he can hope to live without food, 
or breathe without a windpipe. 


every raw ſurgeon, every idle apothecary, who 
maker, may be ſeen dancing the hays in all places 


daily papers. An apothecary's horſes take fright, 
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per of furniture every way as "neceſſary as 2 
rge periwig with three tails; and a phyſician, 
let his merit, in other reſpects, be never (6 con- 
ſpicuous, can no more expe& to become con- 
erable in buſineſs, without the aſſiſtance of this 


This requiſite is ſo well underſtood, that, ex- 
clufive of thoſe who profeſs themſelves doQors, 


can make ' intereſt with ſome foolhardy coach- 


of public reſort, and grinning to one another from 
their reſpective carriages. Hence proceed many 
of thoſe cruel accidents which are recorded in the 


and run away with his chariot, which is heard of 
no more: an eminent ſurgeon” being overturned, & 
is fo terriſied at the thoughts of mutilation, that * 


he reſolves to walk on foot all the days of his life P 
and the eoachman of a phyſician of great practice, fa 
having the misfortune to be diſabled by a fall from t® 
the box, his maſter can never find another to ſup- f 
e 


ply his place. 00 
None of theſe obſervations eſcaped the pene : eu 
trating eye of Fathom, who, before he pretendedi Pe: 
to ſeat himſelf in his machine, had made proper bei 
inquiry into all the other methods practiſed, with ne 
a view to keep the wheels in motion. In his re- 
ſearches; he found that the great world was whol- 
ly engroſſed by a few practitioners who had ar- 
rived at the ſummit of reputation, 'conſequent!y, 
were no longer obliged to cultivate thoſe 
by which they roſe ; and that the reſt-of the buſi 
neſs was parcelled out into ſmall inclofures, oc 


al 
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| ball ſrom one to another, there being in each de- 
WH partment two ſets, the individuals of which re- 
"WH licved one another occaſionaliy. Every knot was 
compoſed of a . waiting-woman, nurſe, apothe- 
cary, ſurgoon and phylician, and, ſometimes, a 
midwife was admitted into the partie; and in this 
manner the farce was commonly performed. 
A ſine lady, fatigued with idleneſs, complains 
of the vapours, is deprived of her reſt, tho not 
ſo ſick as to have recourſe to medicine: her fa- 
vourite maid, tired with giving her attendance in 
the night, thinks proper, for the benefit of her 
own repoſe, to complain of a violent head-ach, 
and recommends to her miſtreſs a nurſe of ap- 
proved-tenderneſs and diſcretion ; at whoſe houſe 
(in all likelihood) the ſaid chamber-maid hath oft 
given the rendezvous to a male friend. The 
nurſe, well ſkilled in the myſteries of her eccu- 
pation, perſuades: the patient, that her malady, 
far from being ſlight or chimerical, may proceed 
to a very dangerous degree of the hyſterical affec- 
tion, unleſs it be nipt in the bud by ſome very 
effectual remedy : then ſhe recounts a ſurpriſing 
eure performed by a certain apothecary, and ap- 
peals to the teſtimony of the waiting woman, who 
being the goſſip of his wife, confirms the evidence, 
and corroborates the propoſal. IT be apothecary 
being ſum moned, finds her ladyſhip in ſuch a de- 
licate ſituation, that he declines preſcribing, and 
adviſes her to ſend for a phyſician without delay. 
The nomination, of courſe,:falls to him, and the 
doctor being called, declares the neceſſity of im- 
mediate- venæſection, which is accordingly per- 
lormed by-the: ſurgeon of the affociation, -: + - + 
VoL. II. A ee by na This 


tequeſt. 
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This is one way of beginning the game: tho! 
the commencement often varies, and ſometimes 
the apothecary, and ſometimes the phyſician opens 
the ſcene; but, be that as it will, they always ap- 

pear in a ſtring, like a flight of wild geeſe, and 
each confederacy maintains a correſpondence with 
one particular undertaker. Fathom, upon theſe 
conſiderations, ſet up his reſt in the firſt floor of 
an apothecary in the neighbourhood of Charing- 
croſs, to whom he was introduced by a letter 
from a friend at Tunbridge, and who being made 

acquainted with his ability and ſcheme, promiſed 
to let flip no opportunity of ſerving him; and, 
indeed, ſeemed to efpouſe his intereſt with great 
alacrity. He introduced him to ſome of his pa- 
tients, on the ſtrength of a gratis viſit, ſound- 
ed forth his praiſe among all the good women of 
his acquaintance; and even prevailed upon him 
to publiſh advertiſements, importing, that he 
would, every day, at a certain time and place, 
give his advice to the poor for nothing; hoping, 
that, by means of ſome lucky cure, bis fame 
might be extended, and his practice grow into 


In the mean time, his chariot rolled along thro 
all the moſt frequented ſtreets, during the whole 
forenoon, and, at the uſual hour, he never failed 
to make his appearance at the medical coffee- 
- houſe, with all that ſolemnity of feature and ad- 
dreſs, by which the modern ſons of Pan are 
diſtinguiſhed; not but that he was often puzzled 
about the deciſion” of his diurnal route: for the 
method of driving up one ſtreet, and down ano 
- ther, without halting, was become ſuch a ital 
expedient, that the very ptentices uſed to ſtand 
at the ſhop doors, and ridicule the vain parade 
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kt length; however, he peruſed-the map of Lon- 
don with great diligence,” and having acquired a 
diſtinct idea of its topography, uſed to alight at 
the end of long narrow thorough-fares, and paved 
courts, where the chariot was ordered to wait till 
his return; and walking with great gravity thro” 
the different turnings of theſe alleys, regain his 
carriage by another paſſage, and reſume his ſeat 
with an air of vaſt importance. With a view to 
protract the time of his ſuppoſed viſits, he would, 
at one place, turn' aſide to the wall ; at another, 
cheapen an urinal; at a third corner, read a 
d, Wh quack advertiſement, or lounge a few minutes in 
at Wh ſome bookſeller's ſhop ; and, laſtly, glide into 
a+» W ſome obſcure coffechouſe, and treat himſelf with 
d- 2 dram of uſquebaugh. 5 
of The other means uſed to force a trade, ſuch as 
im ordering himſelf to be called from church, alarm- 
he ing the neighbourhood with knocking at his door 
ce, in the night, receiving ſudden meſſages in places 
ng, Wl of reſort, ' and inſerting his-cures by way of news 
une i in the daily papers, had been ſo injudicioufly 
into WF hackneyed by every deſperate ſculler in phyſick, 
that they had loſt their effect upon the publick, 
and therefore were excluded from the plan of our 
hole adventurer, whoſe ſcheme, for the preſent, was 
allei to-exert himſelf in winning the favour of thoſe 
fice-W ſage Sybils, who keep, as it were, the temple of 
d ad- medicine, and admit the young prieſt to the ſer- 
vice of the altar; but this he conſidered as a tem- 
porary project only, until he ſhould have acquired 
intereſt enough to erect an hoſpital, lock, or in- 
irmary, by the voluntary ſubſcription of his 
ends; a ſcheme which had ſucceeded to a mi- 
racle, with many of the profeſſion, who had raiſed 
a | H . them - 


himſelf, a needy adventurer, ſettled apon credit, ſon 
-and altogether unemployed, except among the ve- 
Ty refule of the people, whom no other perſon 
would take the trouble to attend: fo that our Giſt 
hero got little elſe than experience and trouble 
. excepting a few guineas, which he made ſhiſt tc 
glean among ſojourners, with whom he became 


. had been unfortunate in their amours. 
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themſelves. into notice, upon the carcaſes of the 
Vet, even this branch was already over-ſtock- 


| 

| 
ed, inſomuch that almoſt every ftreet was fur- Ml 1 
niſhed with one of theſe charitable receptacles, Ml « 
which, . inſtead of diminiſhing the taxes for the Ml 
maintenance of the poor, encouraged the vulgar Wi © 
to be idle and diſſolute, by opening an aſylum to Ml 
them, and their families, from the diſeaſes of po- 
verty and intemperance : for it remains to be 
proved, that the pariſh rates are decreaſed, the Ml * 
bills of mortality leſſened, the people more nu- Ml © 
merous, or the ſtreets leſs infeſted with beggars, e 
notwithſtanding the immenſe ſums yearly granted Ml 
by individuals for the relief of the indigent. 01 
But, waving theſe reflections, doctor Fathom Ml % 
hoped, that his landlord would be a moſt uſeful ha 
implement for extending bis influence, and, for 
that reaſon, admitted him into a degree of part-Wl © 
nerſhip, after being fully. convinced, that he was ſuc 


not under articles to any other phyſician. Never- 
theleſs, he was very much miſtaken in reckoning ind 
on the importance of this new ally, who was, like N. 


occaſionally acquainted, or young people, wh 


In the midſt of theſe endeavours, he did no 


omit his duty to the old gentlewoman, who: of g 
daughter he had cured at Tunbridge ; and wa on 
re 


always received with particular complacency 
whic 


RJ 
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nhich,. perhaps, he, in ſome meaſure, awed to 
his genteel equipage, that gave credit to every 
door before which it was ſeen ; yet Miſs Biddy 
was as. inacceſſible as ever, while the mother be- 
came more and more warm in her civilities, till 
at length, after having prepared him with ſome 
extraordinary compliments, ſhe gave him to un- 
derſtand, that Biddy was no better than a giddy- 
headed girl, far from being unexceptionable in her 
moral character, and particularly deficient in duty 
and gratitude to her, who had been always a ten- 
der and indulgent parent; ſhe was therefore de- 
termined to puniſh the young minx, for ber levi- 
tz, and want of natural affeQion, by altering her 
own condition, could ſhe find a, worthy and 
om! agreeable man, on whom ſhe could beſtow her 
fl band and fortune without a bluſh, 

or Ihe film was inſtantly removed from Fathom's 
at- ges by this declaration, which ſhe uttered with 
was {uch a ſignificancy of look, as thrilled to his ſoul 
with joyful preſage, while he replied, it would, 
indeed, be a difficult taſk to find a man who me- 
ited ſuch; happineſs and honour ; but, ſurely, 
ſome there were, who would taſk their faculties 
to the uttermoſt, in manifeſting their gratitude, 
and defire of rendering themſelves worthy of ſuch 
iſtinction. Though this anſwer was pronounced 
in ſuch a manner, as gave her to underſtand he 
had taken the hint, ſhe would not cheapen her 
condeſcenſion ſo much as to explain herſelf fur- 
ther at that juncture, and he was very well con- 
tented to wooe her on her own terms; accord- 
ingly he began to ſeaſon his behaviour with a ſpice 
of gallantry, when he had opportunities of being 
particular with this new inamorata, and, in pro- 
portion to the returns ſhe made, he gradually de- 
H 3 tached 
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tached himſelf from Miſs Biddy, by intermitting, 
and, at laſt, diſcontinuing thoſe ardent expreſſtons 
of love and admiration, which he had made ſhift 
to convey in private looks and ſtolen whiſpers, 
during the rancorous inſpection of her mother, 


Such alteration could not long eſcape the jea- 
. Jous eyes of the young lady, no more than the 
. cauſe, of this alienation, which, in a moment, 
converted. all her love into irreconcilable hate, 


* 


6 $99 Wed ber whole ſoul with the moſt eager de- 


re of ,vengeance : for ſhe now not only conſi- 


; dered him as a mercenary wretch,who had ſlight- 
ed her attractions for the ſordid gratifications of 


avarice, but*alſo as an interloper, who wanted 


to intercept her fortune, in the odious character 
of a father-in-law. But, before ſhe could bring 


her aim to any ripeneſs of contrivance, her mo- 


ther having caught cold at church, was ſeized 
- with a rheumatic fever, became delirious in leſs 
than three days, and, notwithſtanding all the 


preſcriptions and care of her admirer, gave up the 
ghoſt, without having retrieved the uſe of her 
ſenſes, or been able to manifeſt, by will, the ſen- 
timents ſhe entertained. in favour of her phyſician, 
who (as the reader will eaſily perceive) had more 
reaſons than one, to be mortally chagrines at this 
event. E 

Miſs Biddy being thus put in poſſeſſion of the 
whole inheritance, not only renounced all cor- 
reſpondence with doctor Fathom, by forbidding 
him the houſe, but likewiſe took all opportuni- 


ties of prejudicing his character, by hinting, that 


her dear mamma had fallen a ſacrifice to bis g- 


norance and preſumption. _ 
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employment, in conſequence of a lucky miſ- 


carriage, 


ſwering her purpoſe, bad a quite contrary 
for, in conſequence of her inveCtives, he 
was, in a few days, called to the wife of a mer- 
chant, who piouſly hoped, that his practice would 
not give Miſs Biddy the lie. The patient had lon 
lingered under a complication of diſtempers, an 
being in no immediate danger of her lite, doctor 
Fathom was in no hurry to ſtrike a deciſive 
ſtroke ; till the huſband growing impatient of 
delay, and fo explicite in his hints, that it was 
impoſſible to miſapprehend his meaning, our ad- 
yenturer reſolved to do ſomething effectual for 


— SE ill offices, however, far from an- 


— 


his ſatisfaction, and preſcribed a medicine of ſuch 


rough operation, as he thought, muſt either oblige 
his employer, or produce a change in the lady's 
conſtitution, that would make a_ noiſe in the 
world, and bring a new acceſſion to his fame. 

_. Proceeding upon theſe maxims, he could not 
be diſappointed : the remedy played its part with 
ſuch violence, as reduced the patient to extremi- 
ty, and the merchant had actually beſpoke an 
undertaker ; when, after a ſeries of ſwoonings 
and convulſions, nature ſo far prevailed, as to 


expel, at once, the preſcription and the diſeaſe ; 
yet the good; natured huſband was ſo much affect- 
ed with the agonies to which he ſaw the wife of 


his boſom expoſed by this ſpecific, that, although 
the effect of it was her perfect recovery, he ne- 


ver could bear the fight of Fathom, for the fu- 


4 ture, 
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ture, nor even hear his name mentioned, with - 
out giving ſigns of-horrdr and indignation : nay, 
he did not ſcruple to affirm, that had our adven- 
turer been endowed with the leaſt tincture of hu- 
manity, he would have ſuffered the poor woman 
to depart in peace, rather than reſtore her to 
health, at the expence of ſuch anxiety and tor. 
ture. 5 | 
On the other hand, this extraordinary cure was 
blazoned abroad by the good lady, and her goſ- 
ſips, with ſuch exaggerations as rouſed the aſto- 
niſhment of the publick, and concurred with the 
report of his laſt miſcarriage,” to bring him upon 
the carpet, as the univerſal ſubje& of diſcourſe, 
When a phyſician becomes the town talk, he ge- 
nerally concludes his buſineſs more than half 
done, even though his fame ſhould wholly turn 
upon his mal-praftice ; inſomuch that ſome 
members of the faculty have been heard to com- 
plain, that they never had the good fortune to be 
publickly accuſed of homicide 3 and it is well 
known, that a certain famous empyrick, of our 
day, never flourithed to any degree of wealth and 
reputation, till after he had been attacked in print, 
and fairly convicted of having deſtroyed a good 
number of the human ſpecies. Succeſs raiſed 
upon ſuch a foundation, would, by a diſciple of 
Plato, and ſome modern moraliſts, be aſcribed 
to the innate virtue and generofity of the human 
heart, which naturally eſpouſes the cauſe that 
needs protection: but I, whoſe notions of human 
excellence are not quite fo ſublime, am apt to be- 
lieve ir is owing to that ſpirit of ſelf-conceit and 
contradiction, which is, at leaſt, as univerſal, if 
not as natural, as the moral ſenfe ſo warmly con- 
tended for by thoſe ideal philofophers. 5 
3. ; —_— — 
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The moſt infamous wretch often finds his ac- 
count in theſe principles of malevolence and ſelf- 
love: for 'whereſoever his character falls under 


diſcuſſon, there is generally ſome perſon preſent, 


who, either from an affectation of ſingularity, or 
envy to the accuſers, undertakes his defence, and 
endeavours to invalidate the articles of his im- 
peachment, until he is heated by altercation, and 
hurried into more effectual meaſures for his ad- 
vantage. If ſuch benefits accrue to thoſe who 
have no real merit to depend upon; ſurely, our 
hero could not but reap ſomething extraordinary 
from the debates to which he now gave riſe; as 
by the miraculous cure he had effeCted, all his: 
patient's friends, all the enemies of her huſband, 
all thoſe who envied his other adverſary, were in- 
tereſted in his behalf, excluſive of ſuch admirers: 
as ſurprize and curioſity might engage in his 
cauſe, | 1 ö 
Thus wafted upon the wings of applauſe, his 
fame ſoon diffuſed itſelf into all the corners of this: 
great capital: the news-papers teemed with his 
praiſe; and in order to keep up the attention of 
the publick, his emiſſaries, male and female, ſe- 
parated into different coffee-houſes, companies, 
and clubs, where they did not fail to comment: 
upon theſe articles of intelligence. Such a fa- 
vourable incident is, of itſelf, ſufficient to float 
the bark of a man's fortune: he was, in a few 
days; called to another lady, 8 under the 
lame diſorder he had ſo ſucceſsfully diſpelled, and 
ſhe thought herſelf benefited by his advice. His 
acquaintance naturally extended itſelf among the 
viſitants and allies of his patients ; he was recom- 
mended from family to family: the fees began to 
multiply ; a variety of footmen appeared every 
a 0 , 14 H 5 A bh , / day . 
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day at. bis door; he diſcontinued his ſham circuit, 
and.. Jooking upon the preſent. conſunctute, 25 
that tide in his affairs, which, (according to Shake- 
ſpeat) when taken at the, full, leads on to for- 
dun reſolved, that the opportunity ſhould 
not be loſt, and applied himſelf with ſuch afidui- 
ty to his practice, that, in all likelihood, he would 
have carried the palm from all his cotemporaries, 
had not he ſplit upon the ſame rock whick had 
ſhipwrecked his hopes before. 
We have formerly deſcanted upon that vene- 
real appetite, which glowed in the conſtitution 
of our adventurer, and which all his philoſophy 
and caution, could hardly keep within bounds; 
the reader, therefore, will not be much ſurpriſed, 
to learn, that, in the exerciſe of his profeſſion, 
he contracted an intimacy with a clergyman's 
wife, whom he attended as a phyſician, and 
whoſe conjugal virtue he ſubdued by a long and 
diligent exertion of his deluſive arts, while her 
mind was enervated by ſickneſs, and her huſ- 
band abroad upon his neceſſary occaſions. Thi o 
unhappy patient, who was a woman of an agree- 2 
able perſon, and lively converſation, fell a faci-W f 
fice to her own ſecurity and ſelf-conceit : het 
want of health had confined her to a ſedentary 1 
life, and her imagination being active and reſt-W b. 
leſs, ſhe had ſpent thoſe hours in reading, which 
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other young women devote to company and dM xe 
verſion : but, as her ſtudies were not ſuperintenM m 
ed by any perſon of taſte, ſhe had indulged be he 
den fancy without method or propriety. Ih p 
Spectator taught her to be a critick and philolog w 
pher; from plays ſhe learned poetry and wit; an K 
derived her knowledge of life from books « jo 


| hiſtory and adventures, Fraught with theſe ac 
1 58 guiſition 


quiſitions, and furniſhed by nature with uncotn- 
hai? 'vivacity, the” deſpiſed her own ex, and 
courted the ſociety of men, among whom ſhe 
thought her talents m ght be more honourably 
difplayed ; f an $17 0107 of her own virtue and 
ſagacity, which enabled her to ſet all their arts at 
defiance. e a 
Thus qualified, ſhe, in an evil hour, had re- 
courſe to the advice of our adventurer, for ſome 
filment under which ſhe had long laboured; and 
found ſuch relief from his ſkill, as very much 
prepoſſeſſed her in his favour : ſhe was no leſs 
pleaſed with his obliging manners, than with his 


converſation, ſo that the acquaintance proceeded 
to a degree of intimacy ; during which, he per- 
ceived her' weak fide, and being enamoured of 
her perſon, flattered her out of all her caution : 
The privilege of his character furniſhed him with 
opportunities to lay ſnares for her virtue, and 
taking advantage of that liſtleſſneſs, languor, and 
indolence of the ſpirits, by which all the vigilance 
of the foul is relaxed, he, after a long courſe" of 
attention and perſeverance, found means to make 
ſhipwreck of her peace. 
Though he maſtered her chaſtity, he call 
not quiet her conſcience, which inceſſantly up- 
braided her with breach of the marriage vow ; 
nor did her undoer eſcape without a ſhare of the 
reproaches ſuggeſted by her penitence and re- 
morſe, This internal anxiety co-operating with 
her diſeaſe, and, perhaps, with the medicines he 
preſcribed, reduced her to the brink of the prave 
when her huſband returned from a neighbouring 
kingdom, in conſequence of her earneſt requeſt, 
ed to the information of her friends, who had 
H-6 written 
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phyſick ; and found much entertainment in his 
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written to bim an account of the exttemity in 
which ſhe was. The good man was afflicted be- 
yond meaſure, when he ſaw himſelf upon the 


verge of lofing a wife whom he had always ten- 


derly loved: but, what were his emotions, when 
ſhe, taking the firſt opportunity of his being alone 
with her, accoſted him to this effect: I am 
now haſtening towards that diſſolution, from 
which no mortal is exempted ; and though the 
proſpect of futurity is altogether clouded and un- 
certain, my conſcience will not allow me to 
plunge into eternity, without unburthening my 
mind, and by an ingenuous confeſſion, making 
all the atonement in my power, for the ingrati- 
tude I have been guilty of, and the wrongs I have 
committed _—_ a virtuous huſband, who never 
gave me caule of complaint. You ſtand amazed 
at this preamble 3 but, alas! how will you be 
ſhocked when I own that I have betrayed you in 
your abſence ; that I have treſpaſſed againſt God 
and niy marriage-vow, and fallen from the pride 
and confidence of virtue, to the moſt abject ſtate 
of vice : yes, I have been unfaithful to your bed, 
having fallen a victim to the infernal inſinuations 


of a villain, who took advantage of my weak and 


unguarded moments. Fathom is the wretch who 
Hath thus injured your honour, and ruined my 


unſuſpecting innocence. I have nothing to plead 


in alleviation of my crime, but the moſt ſincere 
contrition of heart; and though, at any other 
junRure, I could not expect your forgiveneſs, 
yet, as I now touch the goal of life, I truſt. in 
your humanity and benevolence, for that pardon 
which will lighten the ſorrows of my ſoul, and 
thoſe prayers which I hope will entitle me to fa- 
your at the throne of gragc. PR, 
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The poor huſband was fo much overwhelmed 
with grief and confuſion, at this unexpected ad · 
dreſs, that he could not recollect himſelf till after 
2 pauſe of ſeveral minutes, when uttering a hol- 
low gran, I will not (faid he) aggravate your 
ſufferings, by reproaching you with my wrongs z 
though your conduct hath been but an ill return 
for all my tenderneſs and eſteem. I look upon it 
as a trial of my chriftian patience, and bear m 

misfortune with reſignation : mean while, I for- 
give you from my heart, and fervently pray, that 


32> 


of mercy.” So ſaying, he approached her bed- 
fide, and embraced her in token of his ſincerity. 
Whether this generous condeſcenſion diffuſed fuch 
a compoſure upon her ſpirits, as tended to the 
eaſe and refreſhment of nature, which had been 
e almoſt exhauſted by diſeaſe and vexation; cer- 
n tain it is, that, from this day, ſhe began to ſtrug- 
gle with her malady in ſurpriſing efforts ; and 
le hourly gained ground, until her health was pretty 
te well re-eſtabliſhed. 
d, This recovery was ſo far beyond the huſband's 
ns expectation, that he began to make very ſerious 
nd reflections on the event, and even to wiſh he had 
ho not been quite ſo precipitate in pardoning the 
ny backſlidings of his wife: for, though he could 
ad not withhold his compaſſion from a dying peni- 
tent, he did not at all reliſh the thoughts of co- 
habiting, as uſual, with a wife, ſelf- convicted of 
the violation of the matrimonial contract: he 
therefore conſidered his declaration as no more 
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dition of her immediate death; and, in a little 
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your repentance may be acceptable to the father 
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than a proviſtonal pardon, to take place on con- 


ume, not only communicated to her his ſenti- 


ments on this ſubject 3 but alſo ſeparated himſelf. 
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from her company, ſecured the evidence of her 
maid, who had been confidante in her amour 
with Fathom, and immediately ſet on foot a pro- 
ſecution againſt our adventurer, whoſe behaviour 
to his wife, he did not fail to promulgate, with 
all its aggravating circumſtances. By theſe means 
the doctor's name became ſo notorious, that every 
man was afraid of admitting him into his houſe, 
and every woman aſhamed of ſolliciting his ad- 
Vice. 


CHAP. LIV. 
His eclipſe, and gradual declination, 


! IsFORTUNES ſeldom come fingle : upon 
M the back of this hue and cry, he unlucki- 
Iy preſcribed phlebotomy te a gentleman of ſome 
rank, who chanced to expire during the opera- 
tion; and quarrelled with his landlord the apo- 
thecary, who charged him with having forgot the 
ood offices he had done him in the beginning of 
his career; and deſired he would provide himſelf 
with another lodging. * 

All theſe miſhaps treading upon -the heels of 
one another, had a very mortifying effect upon 
his practice. At every tea-table, his name was oc- 
caſionally put to the torture, with that of the vile 

creature whom he had ſeduced; though it was 
generally taken for granted, by all thoſe female 
-Caſuiſts, that ſhe muſt have made the firit ad- 
vances; for it could not be ſuppoſed, that any 
man would take much trouble in laying ſchemes 
for the ruin of a perſon whoſe attractions were ſo 
lender, eſpecially confidering the ill tate of her 
health, a circumſtance that ſeldom adds to 3 
777 f woman! 
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was always a pert minx, that affected ſingularity, 
and à maſculine manner of ſpeaking; and many 
of them had foreſeen, that ſhe would, ſome time 
or other, bring herſelf into ſuch a premunire, At 
all goffipings, where the apothecary or his wife 

ed, Fathom's pride, ingratitude, and mal- 
practice were canvaſſed ; in all clubs of married 


men, he was mentioned with marks of - abhor- 


rence and deteſtation; and every medical coffee» 
houſe rung with his reproach. Inſtances of his 


ignorance and preſumption were quoted, and ma- 


ny particulars feigned for the purpoſe of defama- 
tion; ſo that our hero was exactly in the ſitua- 


tion of a horſeman, who, in riding at full ſpeed 


for the plate, is thrown from the ſaddle in the 
middle of the race, and left without ſenſe or mo- 
tion upon the plain. His progreſs, though rapid, 
had been ſo ſhort, that he could not be ſuppoſed 
to have laid up ſtore againſt ſuch a day of trou- 
ble; and as he ſtill cheriſhed hopes of ſurmounting 
thoſe obſtacles which had ſo ſuddenly ſtarted up 
in his way, he would not reſign his equipage, nor 
retrench his expences ; but appeared, as uſual, in 
all public places, with that ſerenity and confi- 


dence of feature which he had never depoſited 


and maintained his external pomp, upon the little 
he had reſerved in the days of his proſperity, and 
the credit he had acquired by the punctuality of 
his former payments. Both theſe funds, how» 


ever, failed in a very little time: his law-ſuit was 
a gulph that ſwallowed up all his ready money; 
and the gleanings of his practice were ſcarce ſuſſi- 


cient to anſwer his pocket expences, which now 
increaſed in proportion to the decreafe of buſi- 


neſs; for as he had more idle time, and was leſs 
Mo 2 admitted 


woman's beauty or good humour; beſides; ſne 
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admitted into private families, ſo he thought he 
had more. occaſion NN "his acquaintance 
among. bis own ſex, who alone were able to ſup- 
port him in his diſgrace with the other. He ac- 
cordingly liſted himſelf in ſeveral clubs, and en- 
deavoured to monopolize the venereal branch of 
trade: tho” this was but an indifferent reſource 
for almoſt all his patients of this claſs, were ſuch 
as either could not, or would not properly recom- 
pence the phyfician, _ | 

For ſome time, he lingered in this fituation, 
without going upwards or downwards, floating 
like a wiſp of ftraw, at the turning of the tide, 
until he could no longer amuſe the perſon of 
whom he had hired his coach horſes, or poſtpone 
the other demands, which multiplied upon him 
every day. Then was his chariot overturned with 
a. hideous craſh, and his face ſo much wounded 
with the ſhivers of the glaſs, which went to picces 
in the fall, that he appeared in the coffechouſe 
with half a dozen black patches upon his counte- 


nance, gave a moſt circumſtantial detail of the 


riſque he had run, and declared, that he did not 
believe he ſhould ever hazard himſelf again in any 
ſort of wheel carriage. 

Soon after this accident, he took an opportuni- 
ty of telling his friends, in the ſame public place, 
that he had turned away his footman, on account 
of his drunkenneſs, and was reſolved, for the fu- 
tuxe, to keep none but maids in his ſervice, be- 
cauſe the men ſervants are generally impudent, 
lazy, debauched, or dicroneff z and, after all, 
neither ſo neat, handy, or agreeable as the other 
ſex. In the rear of this reſolution, he ſhifted 
| his Jodgings into a private court, being diſtracted 

with the din of carriages, that diſturb the inbabi- 
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tants Who live towards the open ſtreet; and gave 
his acquaintance to underſtand, that he had a 
medical work upon the anvil, which he could not 
finiſh without being indulged in filence and tran» 
quillity. - In effect, he gradually put on the ex- 
teriors of an author: his watch, with an hori- 
zontal movement by Graham, which he had often 
mentioned, and ſhewn as a very curious piece of 
workmanſhip, began, about this time, to be very 
much out of order, and was committed to the 
care of a mender, who was in no hurry to re- 
ſtore it. His tye-wig degenerated into a major; 
he ſometimes appeared without a ſword, and was 
even obſerved in-public with a ſecond day's ſhirt: 
at laſt, his cloaths became ruſty, and when he 
walked. about the ftreets, his head turned round 
in a-ſurpriſing manner, by an involuntary motion 
in his neck, which he had contracted hy an habit 
of reconnoitering the ground, that he might 
avoid all dangerous or diſagreeable encounters. 

Fathom, finding himſelf deſcending the hill of 
fortune, with an acquired gravitation, ſtrove to 
catch at every twig, in order to ſtop or retard his 
deſcent. He now regretted the opportunities he 
had neglected, of marrying one of ſeveral women 
of moderate fortune, who had made advances to 
him, in the zenith of his reputation; and endea- 
voured, by forcing himſelf into a lower path of 
life than any he had hitherto trod, to keep him- 
ſelf afloat, with the portion of ſome tradeſman's 
daughter, whom he meant to eſpouſe. While he 
exerted himſelf in this purſuit, he happened, in 
returning from a place about thirty miles from 
London, to become acquainted, in the ſtage 
coach, with a young woman, of a very homely 
appearance, whom, from the driver's informa- 

131 tion, 
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tion, he underſtood to be the niece of a country 
| Juffice, and daughter of a ſoap-boiler, who had 
ived and died in London, and left ber, in her 
infancy, ſole heireſs of his effects, which amount- 
ed to four thouſand pounds. The uncle, who 
was her guardian, had kept her ſacred from the 
knowledge of the world, reſolving to effect a 
match betwixt her and his own ſon; and it was 
with much difficulty he had conſented to this 
Journey, which ſhe had undertaken as a viſit to 
ber own mother, who had married a ſecond huſ- 
band in town. en 2: 
Fraught with theſe anecdotes, Fathom began 
to put forth his gallantry and good humour, and, 
in a word, was admitted by the lady, to the pri- 
vilege of an acquaintance, in which capacity he 
Vviſited her during the term of her reſidence in 
London; and as there was no time to be loſt, de- 
- Elared his honourable intentions: he had ſuch a 
manifeſt advantage, in point of perſonal accom- 
pliſhments, over the young gentleman. who was 
deſtined for her huſband, that ſhe did not diſdain 
his propoſals, and before ſhe ſet out for the coun- 
try, he had made ſuch progteſs in her heart, that 
the day was actually fixed for their nuptials, on 
which he faithfully promiſed to carry her off in a 
coach and fix. How to raiſe money for this ex- 
pedition, was all the difficulty that remained 
for, by this time, his finances were utterly dried 
up, and his credit altogether exhauſted. Upon 
nà very preſſing occaſion, he had formerly applied 
"himſelf to a certain wealthy quack, who had re- 
lie ved his neceſſities by lending him a ſmall ſum 
of money, in return for having communicated to 
dim a ſecret medicine, which he affirmed to be 
tte moſt admirable ſpecifick that ever Was m“ 


vented. 


PO on << e r þ 


2 


 Fznwinany Count Farrow. 163 


yented. The noſtrum had been uſed, and luckily 
for him, ſucceeded in the trial; fo that the em- 
pyrick, in the midſt of his ſatisfaction, began to 
reflect, that this ſame Fathom, who pretended to 
be in poſſeſſion of a great many remedies, equally 
efficacious, would certainly become a formidable 
rival to him, in his buſineſs, ſhould he ever be 
able to extricate himſelf from his preſent difficul- 
ties. | 7 5 
In conſequence of theſe ſuggeſtions, he re- 
ſolved to keep our adventurer's head under wa- 
ter, by maintaining him in the moſt abject de- 
pendance ; accordingly he had, from time to 
time, accommodated him with ſmall trifles, which 
barely ſerved to ſupport his exiſtence, and even 
for theſe had taken notes of hand, that he might 
have a ſcourge over head, in cafe he ſhould prove 
inſolent or refractory. To this benefactor, Fa- 


a thom applied for a reinforcement of twenty gui- 
* neas, which he ſollicited with the more confi- 
a8 dence, as that fum would certainly enable him to 
in repay all other obligations. The quack would 
u advance the money upon no other condition, 
at than that of knowing the ſcheme, which being 
* explained, he complied with Ferdinand's re- 
5 


queſt; but, at the ſame time, privately diſpateh- 
ed an expreſs to the young lady's uncle, with a 


d : full account of the whole conſpiracy ; ſo that 
ied when the doctor arrived at the inn, according to 
2 appointment, he was received by his worſhip, in 
j 


perſon, who gave him to underſtand, that his 
be” hiece had changed her mind, and gone fifty miles 
farther into the country to viſit a relation. This 
was a grievous diſappointment to Fzthom, who 
really believed his miſtreſs had forſaken bim thro' 
mere levity and caprice, and was not WW 


— 
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till ſeveral months after. her marriage with her 
couſin, when, at an accidental meeting in Lon- 
don, ſhe: explained the ſtory of the ſecret intelli- 
gence, and excuſed her marriage, as the effect of 
rigorous uſage and compulſion. 

Had our hero been really enamoured of her 
perſon, he might have, probably, accompliſhed 
his, withes, notwithſtanding the ſteps ſhe had ta- 
ken: but this was not the caſe ;z his paſſion was 


af a different nature, and the object of it effec- 


tually without his reach. With regard to his ap- 
petite for women, as it was an infirmity of his 
conſtitution, which he could not overcome, and as 
he was in no condition to gratify it at a great ex- 
penee, he had of late choſen. an houſekeeper from 
the hundreds of Drury, and to avoid ſcandal, al- 
lowed her to aſſume his name. As to the inti- 
mation which had. been ſent to the country juſtice, 
he immediately imputed it to the true author, 
whom he marked for. his vengeance accordingly, 
but, in the mean time,, ſuppreſſed his reſentment, 
becauſe he, in ſome meaſure, depended upon him 
for ſubſiſtence. On the other hand, the quack, 
dreading; the forwardneſs and plaufibility of our 
hero, which might, one time or other, render 
him independent, put a ſtop to thoſe ſupplies, on 
pretence of finding them inconvenient; but, out 
of his friendſhip and good will to Fathom, under- 
took to procure for him ſuch letters of recom- 
mendation, as would infallibly make his fortune in 
tbe Weſt-Indies, and even to fit him out in à 
genteel manner for the voyage. Ferdinand per- 
ceived his drift, and thanked him for his generous 
offer, Which he would not fail to conſider with 
all due deliberation: though he was determined 


againſt the propoſal, but obliged to men, 
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that he might not incur the diſpleaſure of this 


man; at whoſe mercy he lay. Mean while the 
proſecution againſt him, in Doctors Commons, 
drew near a period, and the lawyers were clamor- 
ous for money, without which he foreſaw he 


ſhould loſe the advantage which his cauſe had 
ately acquired by the death of his antagoniſt's 
chief evidence: he therefore, ſeei 
channel ſhut up, began to doubt, whether the 


ng every other 
riſque of being apprehended or ſlain in the cha- 


racter of an highwayman, was not over- ballanced 
by the proſpect of being acquitted. of a charge 


which had ruined his reputation and fortune, and 
actually entertained thoughts of taking the air on 


Hounſlow Heath, when he was diverted from thi 
expedient by a very ſingular adventure. + 


CHAP. LV. 
After divers unſucceſsful efforts,” be has recourſe to 


the matrimonial nooſe. 


FHaxcinse. to meet with one of his ac» 


quaintance at a certain coffechouſe, the 


diſcourſe turned upon the characters of mankind, 


when, among other oddities, his friend brought 
upon the carpet a certain old gentlewoman of 
ſuch a rapacious diſpoſition, that, like a jack-· da w, 


ſhe never beheld any metalline ſubſtance without 


an inclination, and even an effort to ſecrete it for 
her own uſe and contemplation : nor was this in- 


firmity originally produced from indigence, in- 
aſmuch as her circumſtances had been always af-- 


fluent; and ſhe was now paſitffed: of a confiderable 


ſum of money in the fonds; notwithſtanding 


„ let 
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let lodgings, though few people could live under 
the ſame roof with ſuch an original, who, rather 
than be idle, had often filched pieces of her own 
plate, and charged her ſervants with the theft, or 
hinted- ſuſpicion of her lodgers. Fathom, ſtruck 
with the deſcription, ſoon perceived how this wo- 
man's. diſeaſe might be converted to-his advan- 
tage; and after having obtained ſufficient intelli- 
gence, on pretence of ſatisfying his curioſity, he 
viſited the widow, in conſequence of a bill at 
her door, and actually hired an apartment in her 
houſe, whither he forthwith repaired with his 
inamorata. It was not long before he perceived, 
that his landlady's character had not been miſre- 
preſented; he fed her diſtemper with divers in- 
conſiderable trinkets, ſuch as copper medals, cork 
ſcrews, odd buckles, and a paultry ſeal ſet in ſil- 
ver, which were, at different times, laid as baits 
for her infirmity, and always convey'd away with 
remarkable eagerneſs, which he and his Dulcinea 
took pleaſure in obſerving - from an unſuſpected 
place. Thus confirmed in his opinion, he, at 
length, took an opportunity of expoſing a metal 
watch that belonged to his miſtreſs, and ſaw it 
ſeized, with great ſatisfaction, in the abſence of 
his. help-mate, who had gone abroad on purpoſe. 
According to inſtruction, ſhe ſoon returned, and 
began' to raiſe a terrible clamour about the loſs of 
her watch; upon which ſhe was condoled by her 
landlady, who ſeemed to doubt the integrity of 
the maid, and even propoſed, that Mrs. Fathom 
ſhould apply to ſome juſtice of the peace, for a 
warrant'to ſearch the ſervant's trunk. The lady 
thanked her for the good advice, in compliance 
with which, ſhe had immediate recourſe to a ma- 

giſtrate, who granted a ſearch warrapt, not - 

«By ee 


rain the maid, but the miſtreſs; and ſhe, in a 
little time, returned with the conſtable at her 
Theſe precautions being taken, doctor Fa- 
thom deſired a private conference with the old 
gentlewoman, in which he gave her to under- 
ſtand, that he had undoubted proofs of her having 
ſecreted, not only the watch, but alſo ſeveral other 
odd things, of leſs conſequence, which he had loſt 
ſince his reſidence. in her houſe : he then ſhewed 
the warrant he had obtained againſt her, and aſk- 
ed, if ſhe had any thing to offer, why the con- 
fable ſhould not do his duty. Inexpreſſible were 
the anguiſh and confuſion of the defendant, when 
ſhe found herſelf thus entrapped, and reflected, 
that ſhe. was on the point of being detected of fe- 
lony; for ſhe at once concluded, that the ſnare 
; was laid for her, and knew, that the officer of 
: Wh juſtice would certainly find the unlucky watch in 
a one of the drawers of her ſcrutore. | | 

4 Tortured with theſe ſuggeſtions, afraid-of pub- 
t lic diſgrace, and- dreading the conſequence of le- 
al gal conviction, ſhe fell on her knees before the 
it Wl injured Fathom, and, after having imputed her 
of crime. to the temptations of neceſſity, . implored 
L. his compaſſion, - promiſed to reſtore the watch, 


1d and every thing ſhe bad taken, and begged. he 
of would diſmiſs the conſtable, that her reputation 
cr might not ſuffer in the eye of the world. 

of Ferdinand, with a ſeverity of countenance pur- 


poſely aflumed, obſerved, that were ſhe really in- 
digent, he had charity enough to forgive what ſhe 


dy Wl bad done; but, as he knew her circumſtances 
ace Were opulent, he looked upon this excuſe. as an 
na- Agtavation of her guilt, which was certainly the 
4 lie of a vicious inclination z and he was there- 
in is | 
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fore determined to proſecute her with the utmoſt 
ſeverity of the law, as an example-and terror to 
others, who might be infected with the ſame evil 
diſpoſition. Finding him deaf to all her tears and 
intreaties, ſhe changed the note, and offered hin 
one hundred guineas, if he would compromiſe the 
affair, and drop the. proſecution, ſo as that her 
character ſhould ſuſtain no damage: after much 
argumentation, he conſented to accept of double 
the ſum, which being inſtantly paid in 'Eaft-Indiz 
bonds, doctor Fathom told the conſtable, that the 
Watch was found; and for once her reputation 
Was patched up. This ſeaſonable ſupply enabled 
our hero to ſtand trial with bis adverſary,who was 
nonſuited, and alſo to mend his external appear- 
- ance, which of late had not been extremely mag- 

Soon after this gleam of good fortune, a trade(- 
man, to whom he was conſiderably indebted, ſee- 
ing no other probable means to recover his mo- 
. -ney, introduced Fathom to the acquaintance of 
-young widow who lodged at his houſe, and wa 
ſaid to be in poſſeſſion of a conſiderable fortune, 
: Conſidering the ſteps that Were taken, it would 
have been almoſt impoſſible for him to miſcarry 
in his addreſſes: the lady had been bred in the 
country, Was unachuainted-with the world, and 
of a very ſanguine diſpoſition, which her ſhort 

trial of matrimony had not ſerved to cool. Out 
- adventurer was inſtructed to call at the tradel 
man's houſe, as if by accident, at an appointtd 
time, hen the widow was drinking tea with hit 


 landlady : on theſe occafions he always behave & 
to admifation. She liked his perſon, and praieWloly, 
bis poljte eſs, good humour, and good ſenſe : Mor þ 


derates 'extolled him as a prodigy of lea 
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ing, taſte, and good nature: they likewiſe repre . at 
. him as a perſon on the eve of ecliꝑſing all 1 
his competitors in phyſick : an acquaintance and 


intimacy ſoon enſued, nor was he reſtricted in 
n point of opportunity. In a word, he ſucceeded 
e in his endeavours, and one evening, on pretence 
er WF of attending her to the play, he accompanied her 
oo che Fleet, where they were married, in preſence 
e ofthe tradefman and his wife, who were of the party. 
la This grand affair being accompliſhed to His 
be fatifation, he, next day, viſited her brother, 
Gn who was a counſellor of the Temple, to make 
le 


bim acquainted with the ſtep his ſiſter had taken; 
and though the lawyer was not a little mortified, 
to find ſhe had made ſuch a clandeſtine match, he 
a6 behaved civilly to his new brother-in-law, and 
gave him to underſtand, that his wife's. fortune 
del. conſiſted of a jointure of one hundred and fifty 
ſer · I pounds a year, and fifteen hundred pounds be- 
mo- queathed to her during her widowhood, by hex 
of 2M own father, who had taken the precaution of ſet- 
waz tling it in the hands of truſtees, in ſuch a manner 
une, as that any huſband ſhe might afterwards eſpouſe, 
ou ould be reſtricted from encroaching upon the 
art capital, which was reſerved for the benefit of her 
heirs. This intimation was far from being agree- 
and ble 0 our hero, who had been informed, that 
(hott this ſum was abſolutely at the lady's diſpoſal, and 
Ou had aQually deſtined the greateſt part of it for the 
pa ment of his debts, for defraying the expence 
o ſurnifhiong an elegant bouſe, and ſetting up a 
new equipage. | 1 
Notwithſtanding this diſappointment, be re- 
lolved do carry on bis plan, upon the credit 
bis marriage, which was publiſhed in a very 
pompous article of the news papers; a cha- 
4 riot 17; 
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riot was beſpoke, a ready furniſhed houſe imme- 

diately. taken, and doctor Fathom, began: to re- 
appear in all his former ſplendor,  . | 


: 


His good ſriend the+empirick, alarmed at this 
erent, which not only raiſed out adventurer into 
the ſphere of a dangerous rival, but alſo furniſhed 
him with means to revenge the Ill office he had 

fuſtsined at his hands, on the adventure of the 
former match; for, by this time, Fathom had 

given him ſome bints, importing, that he was not 
ignorant of bis treacherous behaviour : rouſed, I 
ſay, by theſe conſiderations, he employed one of 
his. emiſfaries, who had ſoa:e knowledge of Fa- 
thom's brother-in-law, to prejudice him againſt 
our (adventurer, whom he repreſented as a needy 
ſharper, not only overwhelmed with debt and 
diſgrace, but likewiſe previouſly married to a poor 
woman, who was prevented by nothing but want, 
from ſeeking redreſs at law, To confirm theſe 
_ aſſertions, he gave him a detail of Fathom's in- 
- cumbrances, which he had learned for the pur- 
and even brought the counfellor in company 
with the perſon who had lived with our hero be- 
fore marriage, and who was ſo much incenſed at 
her abtupt diſmiſſion, that ſhe did not ſcruple ta 
_ corroborate theſe allegations of the informer. 
- The tawyer, ſtartled at this intelligence, ſet 
on foot a minute inquiry into the life and con- 
verlstion bf the doctor, which turned out ſo little 
"to the advantage of his character and circum- 
ſtances, that he reſolved, if poſſible, to diſunite 
him from his family, and as a previous ſtep, te- 
_ peated to his ſiſter, all that he had heard to thc 
. prejudice, of her huſband, not forgetting to pro- 
. duce the evidence of his miſtreſs, who laid claim 


could 
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Sold be proyed by the teſtimony of che clergy- 
man a ho joined them. Such an explanation eould 
not fail to inflame the reſentment” of the rin 


Wife, who, at the very firſt opportunity | 
1 hoſe to the i Wasen 0 of her temper, u . 5 


Hour hero with the moſt ditter ivectives for is 
perfidious dealing : 
Ferdinand, conſcious of his own inbe vente! | 
which he bad not always to plead, far from at- 
tempting to ſooth ber indignation, aſſumet the 
athorft) and prerogatiye of an huſband, and 
ſharply teprehended hgr for her credulity and in- 
decent warmth. This rebuke, inſtead of filencing, 
gave new ſpirit and volubility to her reproaches, 
in the courſe of which, the plainly taxed him 
with want of honeſty. and affection, and ſaid, that 
though his pretence was love, his aim was no 
other than à baſe deſign upon her fortune. 
Fathom, ſtung with theſe accuſations, which 
he really did not deſerve, replied with uncommon 
beat, and charged her, in his turn, with wantof 
ſincerity and candour, in the falſe ecbuiit ſhe had 
given of that ſame fortune, before marriage: he 
even magnified! his 'own condeſcenſion, in für- 
rendering his liberty to a woman, who had fo 
little to recommend her to the addrefles of the 
other ſex; x reflection which provoked this mild 
creature to ſuch a degree of animoſity, that, for- 
getting her duty and allegiance, the lent” him 2 
box" on the ear, with' ſuch energy as made bis - 
eyes water; and he, for the honour of his man- 
todd and ſovereignty, having waſhed her face 
with #'Viſh of rea, withdtew abruptly, to a coffee - 
bouſe in the "neighbourhood, Where he had not Wl 
Ig remained, when his piffion ſubſided, and - Wl 
de then ſaw the * of m immediste «- 
N 3 conciliation, 
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3 which he reſolved to purchaſe, even 
* the expence of a ſubmiſſion. 

lt was, pity that ſuch a (alutary reſolution had 
not been ſooner taken; for When be returned to 
bis on houſe, he underſtood, that Mrs. Fathom 
had gone abroad in an hackney coach; and upon 
1 examining her apartment, in lieu of her cloathy 
1 1 trinkets, which ſhe had removed with admira- 
1 dexterit y and diſpatch, he found this billet in 
* IP one of the drawers of her buroe. Sir, being 

cCoonvinced that you are a cheat and an impoſtor, 
I have withdrawn myſelf from your cruelty and 
machinations, . with à view to ſollicit the pro- 
tection of the law; and I doubt not but I ſhall 
ſoon be able to prove, that you have no juſt title 
to, or demand upon the perſon or effects of the 
unf ortunate Sarah Muddy.” _ 

The time had been * UN Mr. Fathom would 
haye allowed Mrs. Muddy to refine at ber leiſure, 
and. bleſſed God for his happy deliverance ; but at 
preſent the caſe was quite altered, Smarting as 
be was, from the expence of law ſuits, he dreaded 

a proſecution for bigamy, which (though he bad 

ice on his fide) he knew he could not of him- 
ſelf. ſupport :. beſides, all his other ſchemes of life 
were fruſtrated by this unlucky elopement : he 

therefore ſpeedily determined to anticipate, 15 

much as in him lay, the malice of his enemies, 

and to obtain, without delay, authentic documents 

e bis marriage. With this view he haſtened to 
the hauſe of tbe tradefman, who, with bis wiſe, 

bad, been witneſs to the ceremony and conſum- 
mation and, in 12885 Pp, . them the more 
waraly, i in his cauſe, made a; pathetic ita]. of 
this, unhappy . each, in 5 he bad faffered 
ot rod an dinful: | his r 25 would 
not 
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not avail ; Mrs. Muddy had. been beforeband 
ot bim, and proved the better orator of the 
two ; for the had aſſailed this honeſt couple with 
fuch tropes and figures of eloquence, as were alto- 
ler Jrref ible.” Neverthelef, they beard 51s 
ifs, to an end, with great patience: then be 
Fife, who was the common mouth, upon all ſuch 
doccatons, contracting her feattifes into a very 
formal *Jifpoſition, “ PII aſſure you, faid ſhe, 
doctor Fathom, my huſband and J have been It 
ery reat terrification and numbpluſh, to hear 
6 5 things of a perſon, whom, as one may 
we” Wan a worthy gentleman, and were 

10 0 to ſerve at all times, by day and by night, a5 
ing is 3 and beſides, for all that, you know, 

and God knows, as we are duſtrious people, and 
: work bard for what we get, and we have ſerved 
gentlemen to'our own harm, whereby my hufbatid 
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te my huſband, Timothy, fays I, *tis a very 
* dard 8 for one to ruin one's ſelf for ſtranger 

here's doctor Fathom, fays I, his ac- 
Lean comes to nine and forty pounds ſeven 


. fillings and four-pence half. penny; and you 
te know, doctor, that was before your laſt bill be- 
he in: Sar” howſomever, little did I think, as how 
hy Tele of your learning, would go to de- 


a ve a Poor. gentle wom an, when you bad another 
nts vife ive "112 53 7 HEBIUCO 13 we 
* In vain did our adveritiret endeavour to vindi- 
> Wl cate himſelf from this aſperſion; the good Wo- 


n, like a great meny modern diſputants, pto- 
W ceded with her declamation, without ſeeming to 
2 bear What was faid on the other ſide of t 


$0} and” the” bai wi together ned. 


At 


was laſt toe day ſerved with a ſiſerary, being that 
5 WW bound for an officer that ran way : and! 
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27% 5 ADVENTURES O 1. | 
At length; Ferdinand finding all his =. 
ineffectual, £5. Well, ſaid he, though you are te. 
ſolyed, I ſee, to.diſeredit. all. that I can ſay in op 
poſition to that ſcandalous flander, of Which 
can eaſiſy acquit myſelf, in a couxt of juſtice, ſure- 
Ay vou will not refuſe to grant me a certificate, 
ſignify ing, that you were. preſent. at the ceremony 
34 marriage with this unbappy woman.” 
N Von Mall excuſe us; (replied the female ora 
tor). poople cannot. be too wary in ſigning their 
names, in this wicked world; many a one has 
been brought to tuination by ſigning his name, 
and my huſband ſhall not, with my good will, 
- draw himſelf into ſuch a primmineery.“ 
Fathom, alatm'd at this refuſal, earneſtly argued 
aggainft the, inhumagity and injuſtice of it. appeal - 
ing to their on conſciences for the teaſopable- 
angle of his propoſal ; but, from the evaſive an- 
wers of the wiſe, he had reaſon to believe, that, 
long before the time of trial, they would, take 
care to have forgotten the whole tranſaction. 
Though he was equally confounded and in- 
cenſed at this inſtance of their perfidy, he duſt 
not manifeſt. his indignation, conſcious of the ad. 
| they had over him in divers [aſpects 
but repaired, without loſs of time, to the lodging 
col the clergyman. who bad naoſed him, reſolved 
bor: conſult his. regiſter, and ſecure his evidence. 
Here too his evil genius had got the ſtart of him, 
ſor the worthy eccleſiaſtic not only could not re- 
2 figd his name in the. regiſter; 
date ben importuned hy, his preſſing emo. 
andes, took umbtage at 7 of dis be 
r if he would not imme- 
el tale bip\glf aways, to-raiſe the pollc of th: 
Henne ns afety of bis oun perſon- „ 
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FerDinant Count FærHou. 
Rather than put the paſtor to the trouble of alarm- 
ing his lock, he retreated with a heavy heart, and 


went inqueſt of his-miftreſs, whom he had diſmiſſed 


at his marriage, in hopes of effeCting a reconelliati- 
on, and preventing her from joining in the conſpira- 
againſt him; but, alas, he met with ſuch a re- 


ception, as he had reaſon to expect from a lighted 


woman, who had never ſelt any real attachment 


for his perſon. She did not upbraid him with his 


cruelty, in leaving her as a miſtreſs, but, with a 
ſpecies of effrontery, never enough to be admir- 
ed, reproached him with his villainy, in aban- 
donitig her, who was his true and lawful wife, 


to go and tuin a poor gentlewoman, by whoſe 


fortune he had been allüted. | 

When he attempted to ,expoſtulate with this 
virago, upon the barbarity of this aflertion, ſhe 
very prudently declined engaging in private con- 


'yerſation with ſuch” an artful and wicked man, 
"and calling up the people of the houſe, inſiſted 
1250 his being conducted to the door. 1 


#7] 
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1 which bis fortune is Fanal franght. 


H E laſt reſdurcez and that upon which be 
leaſt depended, was the advice and affiſt- 


Fe of bis old friend the empirick, with whom 
© he till maintained a ſlight correſpondence z- and 
to whole houſe he ſtecred his courſe, in great 
" perplexity and tribulation: That gentlemany in- 
ſte d of conſoling him with aſſurances of friend- 


0 9 and protection, faithfully recapitulated All the 


in *ances of his indiſcretion and miſeonduct, taxed 


oP: with want of Gd in "OR eſt· India 


4 affair, 
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Lagos. ech eee entire. , 
affair, as well aß with, want of honeſty in this Ei 
marriage, while his former wife was alive; and 
finally, reminded him. of bis notes, which he de- 
fired might be immediately taken up, as he {the 
quack) had prefent decaſion for a fum of money, 
Ferdinand feeing it would be impfacticable to 
derive any ſuccour from this quarter, ſneaked 
Hhomewards, in order to hold a conſultation with 
his own thoughts; and the firſt object that pre- 
ſented itſelf to his eyes, when he entered his apart- 
ment, was a letter from the tradeſman, with bis 
account jacloſed, amounting to fifty five pounds, 
Which the writer defired might be paid without 
delay. Before he bad time to peruſe the articles, 
he received a ſummons, in conſequence of a bill 
of fad ctment for bigamy, found againſt him in 
 Hicks's-hall, by Sarab Muddy, widow ; and while 
he was revolving meaſures to ayert theſe forms, 
another” billet arrived from à certain attorney, 
' giving him to underftand, that he had orders from 
doctor Buffalo, the quack, to ſue him for the pay- 
ment of ſeveral notes, unleſs he would take them 
up in three days from the date of this letter. 
Such a concurrence of ſiniſter events, made a 
deep impreſſion upon the mind of our adventurer: 
all his fortitude was inſufficient to bear him up 
, againſt this torrent of misfortunes ; bis reſources 
were all dried up, his invention failed, and bis 
reed jon began to take a new turn. To what 
- purpoſe {faid; he to himſelf) baye I deſerted the 
Fe of integHey and eroth, and exhauſted a fruit 
fil" imagination, in. car ge dees to betr 
mz fellow-creatures.; if, inſtead of peguiring - 
| 487 fortune, which was my aim, 1 have ſuf. 
fered ſuch a. ſeries of mortifications, and at laſt 
brought myfelf to the brink of inevitable _ 
14 10 | tion 
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nne 
tion? N By a virtuous exertion of thoſe. talents'T 
inhetiC 6m natiite and education, 1 might; Jong 

before” this tithe, have rendered myſelf indepen- 
dent, and, 5 ny conſpicubus in life: I might 
five rod ap ke 4 youßg oak, Which being 
firmly boote ia its Kindred Toil,” gradually raiſes 
ip lis welt head, expands its leaf) arms, . 
ain: 


1 noble ſhade, and towers the gloty of the plain 

[ ſhould have paid the debt of gratitude ti my be- 

7 nekactors, and made their hearts fing with J5y for 

6 the happy effects of their benevolence ; I ſhould 

| have been a bulwark to my friends, a ſhelter to 
y wy neighbours in diſtreſs ; I ſhould have run the 
it race of honour, ſeen my fame diffuſed "like a 
» Wh ſycet-fimelling odour, and felt the ineffäble plea- 
i ſure of doing good: whereas | am, after à vic 


; | BW 23 * 

6 ſitude of difappointments, dangers and fatigues, 

: reduced: to miſery and ſhame, aggravated: by a 
þ 


conſcience loaded with treachery and guilt, I 
* have #buſed the confidence and generoſity of my 
Wh patrofi;' 1 have defrauded bis family, under the 
K malk of ſincerity and attachment; I have taken 
iz the moſt cruel and baſe advantages of virtue in 
titres; T have ſeduced unſuſpecting infidcence' 
fo ful and deſpair ; I have violated the moſt Ta- 
ered truſt repoſed in me by my friend and bene-- 
Kor; I bave'berrayed bis love, torn' his noble 
WI beart aſunder, by means of the moſt *perfidions 


yy flander and falfe inſinuations; and finally, brought 

0 to an untimely grave the faireſt pattern of pu- 1 
5 man beauty and perfection. Shall the author of A 
„be eine pats with impunity ? "Shall be hops 4 
ter in che mice or foch* enormous guile MM 
- ere en impuration upon providence to ſuppoſe 1 


t--- AH, no ! 1 begin to feel myſelk overtaken b : 

t he . 5 * 2 * 2. 5 i 'S N * F; | 144 L be 11 
te eternal juſtice ot heaven? 1 totter on the edge 
r 10, AGM 21H 0371427") it; 286 4 
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_ 1ofowretchedneſs,and we, nhout one ſriendly 
4 9 to ſave me from the terrible aby ſs. 3 
1. Theſe nefleQions, which, perhaps, the miſery of \q 
his fellow creatures would never have inſpired, had '" 
ihe himſelf remained without the verge of misfor- 
tune, wete dow produced from the: ſenſation of 
bis own calamities; and, ſor the ſirſt tune, his 
- cheeks were bedewed with the drops of penitence 
. and ſotrow. Contraries, ſaith Plato, are produc- 
tive of cach other. Reformation is oftentimes 

generated from usſocceſsful vice; and our ad- 

venturen was, at this jundlure, very well diſpoſed 

_ 46>turn ovet a new leaf, in conſequence of thoſe 
1 ſuggeſtions ; though he was far from. be- 
ing cured beyond the poſſibility of a relapſe: on 
e Fontrary, all the! faculties of his ſoul were ſo 
Woll adapted, and bad been ſo long hibituated to 
geceit that in order to extricate himſelf from the 
gvils that envirobed him, he would net, in all pro- 

Hbabilny, haye ſcrupled to pracliſe it upon his own 
fathers chad a convenient opportunity occurred. 
ane that as it may, he certainly, after a te- 

- dious, and-fruitlefs exerciſe of his invention, re- 

* {plved to effect a clandeſtine retreat from that con- 

leer racyſof enemies wich he could not withſtand, 

andionte more join his fortune to that of Renaldo, 
who n:he: propoſed to ſerve, for the future, with 
fidelity and affection, thereby endeavouring to at- 

* tone ſor the; treachery of his former conduct. 
„ Ihus determined, he packed up his neceſſaries in th 
| a portmanteap, attempted to amuſe his creditors ſec 
with promiſe: of ſpeedy payment, and ventur- pte 
ing eo come ſor th in the dark, took a place by 
in ide Canterbury ſtugu coach, after having WM hic 
converted his fuperfluities into ready money. his 

T heſe> ſieps write not taken with ſuch priva- BN pre 
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c s to clude the vigilance of his adverſa- 
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bes for although he had been cautious” enougl 
to tranſport himſelf and his baggage to the 58 
on fünday evening, and never doubted, that the 
vehicle, which ſet out at four o'clock on monday 
morning would convey him out of the reach bf 
bis creditors, before they could poſſibly obtain a 
urit for ſecuring his perſon; they had actually ta- 
ken ſuch precautions as fruſtrated all his fineſſe; 
and the coach being ſtopt in the Borough of South - 
wark, doctor Fathom was ſeized by virtue of a 
warrant obtained on a criminal indictment, and 
was forthwith conducted to the priſon of the King's 
Bench; yet not before be had, by his pathetic 
temonſtrances, excited tlie compaſſion, and even 
drawn tears from the eyes of his fellow paſſengers. 
He ho ſooner recollected himſelf from the 
hock which muſt have been occaſioned by this 
ſwifter: incident, than he diſpatched a letter to 
bis brother- in- law the counſellor, requeſting an 
immediate conſerence, in which he promiſed tv 
make ſuch a propoſal; as would ſave him all the 
expence of a law-ſuit and trial; and at the fame 
time effectually anſwer all the purpoſes of both. 
He was'accordingly favoured with a viſit from the 
lawyer, to whom, after the moſt ſolemn proteſta- 
tions of his ! own innocence, he declared, that, 
finding himſelf unable to wage war - againſt ſuch 
powerful antagoniſts, he had reſolved even to a- 
bandon his indubitable right, and retire into ano- 
ther country. in order to ſcreen himſelf from pers 
ſecution, and remove all cauſe of diſquiet from the | | 
proſecutzix,, when he was unfortunately prevented 4 | 
by the warrant which had been executed againſt 1 
him. He ſaid he was ſtill willing, for the fake of 1 
his liberty; to ſign a formal renunciation of his 
enſions to Mrs. Fathom and her fortune, pros 
bs 3 ann ini bus 03 vided 
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vided the deeds could de eteguted, and the wa 
rant withdrawn, before he ſhould: be detainedb 
his other creditots; and laſtly, he conjuted the 
barriſter, to ſpare himſelf the guilt. and the charge 
of ſuborning evidence for; the deſtruction of ag 
unha p nian, whoſe mis fortune was his only fault. 
** ene felt the force of his expoſtulations, 
and thovgh' he would. by no means ſuppoſe bim 
innocent of the charge of bigamy, yet, under the 
pretext of humanity and commiſeration, he un- 
derxtopk to perfuade his ſiſter to accept of a proper 

releaſe, hich he obſerved would: not be binding, 
if, executed during the confinement of Fathom ; 

| therefore took his leave in order to prepare the 
papers, withiraw the action, and take ſuch other 
meaſures as would hinder the priſoner from giving 
him the flip. Next day be returned with an or- 
der to-releaſe our hero, who being formally dif- 
charged, was conducted, by the lawyer, to a ta- 
vern in the neighbourhood; where the releaſes 
were exchanged, and every thing concluded with 
amity.and concord. This buſineſs being happily 
_ tranfaQed, Fathom ſtept into an hackney coach 
with his baggage, and was followed by a bailf, 
who told bim, with great compoſure, that he was 
again à priſoner at the ſuit of doctor Buffalo, and 
deſired the .coachman to reconduct him to the 
log ng be had ſo lately diſcharged. 
Fat 
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fathom, whoſe fortitude had been hitherto o 
the pagan temper, was now, fain to reinforce it with 
the philoſophy of chriſtian reſignation; tho' he had 
not. as. yet arrived. to ſuch a pitch of felf;denia), as 
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compoſed? an artſul and affecting epfflſe to the 
empirick, imploring bis mercy, flattering his 
wenlcheſs, and demonſtrating the bad policy of 
cobpiug up an unhappy man in a jail, where he 
could never have an opportunity ot doing juſtice to 
ps creditors; nor did he forget do declare his in- 
tention of retiring into another countty, whete he 

icht have ſome chance of carning”a fubſiſtence, 
which he had fo long toiled for to no purpoſe ini 
England. This laſt declaration he made in con“ 
ſequence of the jealous diſpoſition of the quack, 
bo, he knew, had long looked upon him in the 
odioos light of an interloping rival. However, he 
teuped no benefit from this fupplication, which” 
ſerved only to gratify the pride of Buffalo, who 
produced the extravagant encomiums Which Fa- 
thom had beſtowed upon him, as ſo many teſli- 
monials of his foe's bearing witneſs to his virtue. 
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Fathom being ſafely houſed, the reader is cmertalned 
f n with a retroſpett. 162 een 


1 


n | | | £0) ian 
UT no kit is high time to leave our ad- 
venturer to chew the cud of reflexion and 
remorſe in this ſolitary manſion; that we may 
trace Renaldo in the ſeveral ſteps he took to 215 | 
ſert his right, and do juſtice to his famihy. Never 
man indulged” a more melancholy train of ideas 
than that which accompanied him in his journey 
to the Imperial court: for, notwithſtanding the 
manifold reaſons he had to expect an happy flue 
to his aim, his imagination was inceſſantiy infect. 
ed witk ſomething that chilled his nerves, and 
addened his heart, recurring, with quiek * | 
1 n, 


482 Th Anvanouars of: | 
«Gon, like the unwearied-wave:that beats upon 
{ bleak, inhoſpitable Greenland ſhore. T de 
reader will eaſilyj ſuppaſe, Wal no other than the 
remembtanee of the ſorlorn Monimia, whoſe image 
appeared to his ſancy an diffatent attitudes, accord- 
ing to the prevalence af the paſſions which raped 
in his boſom. Sometimes he viewed her in the 
light of apoſtacy, and then his ſoul was maddened 
with indignation and deſpair: but theſe tranſitory 
blaſts were nat able to efface the impreſſions ſhe 
had formerly; made upon bis heart; impreſſions 
which he had ſo often and fo long contemplate 
with inconceivable rapture. Theſe pictures fill 
remained, repreſenting ber fair as the moſt per- 
fect idea of beauty, ſoſt and tender as an angel of 
merey and compaſſion, warmed with every virtuc 
of the heart, and adorned with every accompliſh- 
ment of human nature: yet the alarming contraſt 
came ſliil in the rear of this recollection; ſo that 
his ſoul was by turns agitated by the tempeſts of 
horror, and overwhelmed by the floods of grief. 
He recalled the moment on which he firſt beheld 
ber, with that pleaſing regret which attends the 
memory of a dear deceaſed: friend ; then he bit- 
terly gurſed it, as the fource of all bis misfortures 
and afliction: he thanked: heaven for having bte(- 
ſed: him with a friend to detect her perfidy and in- 
gratitude; then ardently wiſhed he had ſt ill con- 
tinued under the influence of her deluſion. In a 
word, the: lonelineſs of | his. ſituation aggravated 
horror of his reflection; for, as he found 
himſelf without company, his imagination ws 
neuer ſollicited, or bis attention diverted from 
theſe ſubjects of woe: and the travelled to ruſ- 
fels in a reverie, fraught with | ſuch torments 28 
muſt have entirely wrecked bis reaſon, had not 

Enid 91597 03 208917 5.0012 0008 


= 1 * v5 ay U 7 
„ . 
91 


Finaun Count Erno. 163 


| interpoſed in bis behalf.» Ile was, by 
bis poſtilion, conducted to one of the beſt inns of 
the place, where he-underſtood\ the cloth was al- 
eady laid for ſupper, and as the ordinary i is opon 
to ſtrangers, in all thoſe houſes of entertainment, 
= introduced himſelf into the company, with a 
view to alleviate, in ſome meaſure, his ſorrow 
and chagrin, by the converſation of his fellow 
gueſts: yet be was ſo ill prepared to obtain the 
relief which he courted, that he entered the apart- 
ment, and fat down to table, without diſtinguiſh» 
ing eicher the number or countenances of thoſe 
wha were preſent: though he himſelf did not re- 
main ſo unregarded. His mein and deportment 
produced a prepoſſeſſton in His favour 5 and the 
air of affl.ction, fo remarkable in bis viſage, did 
not fail to attract their ſympathy and obſervation. 
Among the reſt, was an Iriſh officer in the Au- 
ſtrian ſervice, who having eyed Renaldo atten» 
uvely, “ Sir, (faid he, riſing) if my eyes and 
memory do not deceive me, you are the count de 
Melvile, with whom I bad the honour to ſerve up- 
on the Rhine, during the laſt war.“ The youth 
hearing his own name mentioned, lifted up his 
eyes, and at once recognizing the other to be a 
gentleman who had been a captain in his father's re- 
pment, ran forwards, and embraced him with ccd 
atedt ia Ang. 
This was, in divers 89 a Grthnath ren- 
counter. for young Melvile ; as the officer was 
dot only perfectly; well acquainted with the fitugs 
ton of the count's family, but alfo refolvedg''in 
Lew days, to ſet out ſot e whither be pro- 
niſed to accompany Renaldo, as ſoon as he un- 
lerſtood his route lay the ame way. Before the 
kay faxed for their departure arrived, this gen- 
leman found means to inſinuate bimſelf fo far in- 
to 
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ta the confidence” of the count, as to kl the 
cauie e of that. diſtreſs which he bab 'obferved in bis 
features at their firſt mee ting; and being a gen- 
tleman.; ;of uncommon 855 Ay 75 A8 well g ſincete. 

1z, attached to the family of Malyile,. 16 which be 
had owed. his Sr6ctotttii'; ; he ekerted all his good 
humour and gobd ſents; in! amuſing the fancy, 
and reaſoning, down the 'mortification. of the 2Mi- 
ed Hungarian. He, in particular, endeavoured to 
wean his attention from. the loſt Monimia, by 
eogaging it upon his domeſtic affairs, and upon 
the wrongs of his mother and ſiſter, who, he gave 
bim to underſtand, were languiſhing under the 
tyranny of his murder ita 

This was a note that effectually roufed him feom 

the lethargy of his ſorrow; and the deſire of taking 
_ vengeance on the oppreſſor, who had ruined tis 
fortune, and made his neareſt relations miſerable, 
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5 was an utter bee | 

The conduct of your mother; fad bet in mar- 
rying count Trebaſi, was not at all agreeable either 
to the friends of the count de Melvile, or to her own 


relations, who knew her ſecond huſband to be a 


man of a violent temper, and rapacibus difpoſition, 
which the nature of his education and employment, 
ba ſerved rather-to inflame | than allay; for you 


well k know he Was a Partizan during the. whole 


400 ſe of the late War. The) were, moreover, e- 
y ſurprized and neg Bao they found ſhe 


| 2 no ſtep to prevent his ſeizing upon that in- 
e * The, e to ow afd 
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ali by "is lee of Hungary, "is wich 
tem ice beit of blood: nevertheleſs, 84 
now tally*convinced," that he hath mote thin fu. 
ceptly attoned for Her.indifcretion, by the bart 


ity of her huſband, who hath not_ovly ſecluded 
her from alf communication with her friends and 
iquaintance,” but even confined her to the weſt 
tower of Sour ther houſe, where ſhe is ſaid to 
be kept cloſe. priſoner, and fubjected to all forts of 
incondenſence and mortification. This W | 
ſhe is believed to have incurred, in conſequetice'sf | 
having expoſtulated with him upon his unjuſt be- 
haviour to you and mademoiſelle, who! be hath 
zQually ſhut up in ſome convent in Vienna, which 
your' relations have not as yet been able to diſco- 
rr: but the memory of your. noble father is fo 
dear to all thoſe who were favoured with his friend- 
ip; and the Tufferings'of the counteſs and made- 5 
moiſelle have raiſed ſuch a ſpirit of reſentment a- 
pint her cruel jailor, that nothing is wanted bu . 
your preſence, to begin the proſecution, and give 
a fanCtion to the meaſures of your friends, which _ 
vill, in a little time, reſtore your family to the 
Iruition of its rights and fortune: for my own. 
part, my dear count, I conſider myſelf as one 
wholly indebted to your houſe, for the rank and 
de 56, 26d wy BADGES; Me 
reſt, and perſon, ſuch as they are, I dedicate to 
Renaldo was not flow in making bis acknow-" 
edzments to this generous Hibernian,, whom be 
formed” of” his ſcheme,” recounting, to him his" 


mem een tranſaction with the benevolent” ew, 
nd communicating the letters of fecommenda- 
ion he had received by his means, to ſome öl the 
int noblemen at the Imperial court, Mean ww, ; 
"HR. | . be 
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he burned with impatience, to chaſtiſe count Tre- 
baſi for his'perfidioiis conduct to the widow and 
the fatherleſs, and would have taken the road to 
Preſbutg, without touching at Vienna, in order to 
call him to à ſevere accourit; had not he been fire. 
nuouſiy oppoſed by major Farrel, who repreſented 
the imprudence of taking ſuch a ſtep before he 
Had ſecured a proper protection from the conſe- 
quences with which it might be attended. 
| [11 68) It is not,” ſaid he, your own life and for- 
tune only which depend upon your behaviour in 
this emergency, but alſo the quiet and happincs 
of thoſe wo are moſt dear to your affection: 
not you alone, but likewiſe your mother and ſiſter 
would infallibly ſuffer by your temerity and preci- 
pitation. Pirſt of all, deliver your credentials at 
court; and let us join our endeavours to raiſe an 
'IntereF'firong enough to counterbalance that of 
Prebaf. If -we fucceed,” there will be no necel- 
ſity for having recourſe to perſonal meaſures: he 
will be compelled to yield up your inheritance 
which he unjuſtly detains, and to reſtore your 
ſer to your arms ; and if he afterwards refuſes 
"to, do juſtice to the ecounteſs, you will alway 
bave it in your power to evince yourſelf the {on 
of the brave coùnt de Melvite,” “ 
©, Theſe juſt and ſaldtary repreſentations had : 
due effect upon Renaldo, who no ſooner arrived 
àt the capital of Auſtria, than he waited upon 
certain prince of diftinftion; to whoſe patronage 
he Was commended; and from whom he me 
with à very cordial reception, not only on ac 
count gf bis etedentials, but àlſo for the ſake 0 
bis father, Wo was well known to his bighne 
He beard his complaints with great patience m 
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[Afability, aflured him of bis afſtance' and fe 
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tectlon, and even. undertook, to introduce him to 
the empreſs queen, who would, not ſuffer the 
weakeſt of her ſuhjects to be oppreſſed, much 
leſs diſregard the cauſe. of an injured young no- 
bleman Nh by his own ſervices, and thoſe of his 
family. was, peculiarly intitled to her favours -.. 
Nor was he, the | 757 perſon 8 whoſe. counte- 
nance and patronage Melvile ſollicited upon this 
occaſion; he viſited all the friends of his father, 
and all his mather's relations, who were eaſily in- 
tereſted in his behalf; while major F 
buted. all his efforts in ſtrengthening the aſſocia- 
ion, So that a law-ſuit, was immediately com- 
menced againſt, count ITrebaſi, who on his ſide 
yas; not idle, but prepared with incredible in- 
duſtry for the aſſault, reſolving, to maintain 252 
his whole power the acguiſition he had made. 
be laws of Hungary, like thoſe of ſome other 
countries. I could name, afford ſo many ſubter- 
ſuges for the purpoſes of perfidy and fraud, that 
It is no wonder our youth began to complain of 
the flow progreſs, of his affair; eſpecially, as be 

ed with the moſt eager defire of redreſſing 

te grievances of his parent and ſiſter, whoſe ſuf- 
ferings be did not doubt were doubled ſince the 
inſtitution of his proceſs againſt, their tor mentor. 
He, imparted his Ag on this head to bis 
biend.;, and, as his apprehenſion every moment 
line without making ſame effort to ſee thoſe with 
hom he was ſo nearly connected in point of 
blood and affection: be thezefore reſolved: to e- 
immediately to Preſburg, and according to 
ihe intelligence he ſhould. procute, eſſay to; {ec - 
K wich his mother, tha! at the hazard 
eine er © it be a tale 
— Rs 2 H A P. | 
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E maſor finding him determined, inſiſted 
3 pon attending him in bis expedition, and 
they ſer” out together for Preſburg, where they 

Privately artived in the dark, reſolving to keep 
br. 7211 -/ concealed at the houſe of a friend, un- 
ml they ſhould have formed ſame plan for their 
fature operations. Here they were informed that 
dint Teebah'y caſtle was be inacceflible; 
that all the ſervants who were ſuppoſed to have 
the jeaſt veperatlon or compaſſion for the coun- 
teſs, were'diſmiſſed; and that ſince Renaldo was 
KW to be in AM ws , the vigila ce and cau- 
tion of that crudl buſband were Tedoubled to fuch 
a degtee, that no body knew, whether bis un- 
fortunate hy was actually alive or dead. 
Fiarrel perceiving Melvile exceedingly affeFed 
e! this intimation, and hearing him declare 
- thathe would never quit Preſburg Until he ſhould 
have entered the houſe; and Temoved his doubts 
ont that Interefling ſubject; not only argued with 
great velicmence àagaigſt ſuch an attempt, as equal- 
1 — and indiſcreet, but ſolemnly ſwore 
© hewoold prevent his purpoſe, by diſcovering his 
deſign to the family, unleſs he would promiſe to 
nter ud = more Hidderite "and febfible pete 
Hle then ee that ke himſelf ſhould appear 
16 
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tom the. ſervants. of Trebaſi, among whom be 
night make ſuch inquiries, as would deliver Mel- 
le from his preſent uneaſy ſuſpenc. 
This propoſal was embraced, tho' reluctantly, 
Renaldo, Who was un willing to expoſe his 
friend to the leaſt danger or diſgrace; and the 
major being next day provided with the habit and 
implements of his new profeſſion, together with 
a ragged attendant who preceded him, extorting, 
nofic from a paultry viole, approached the caſtle- 
pate, and proclaimed his ſhew ſo naturally zn a 
fell partaking of the ſcream of Savoy and the 
bowl of Ireland, that one would have imagined, he 
ad deen conductor to madam Catherina from his 
cradle. So far his ſtratagem ſucceeded ; be had 
not long ſtood in waiting, before he was invited 
into the court-yard, where the ſervants formed a 
og, and danced to the efforts of his companion's 
Kill; then” he was conducted into, the buttery, 
where he exhibited his figures on the wall and his 
princeſs on the floor; and while they regaled him 
0 this manner with ſcraps and four wine, he took 
Kcalon to inquire about the old lady and her 
Adler before whom he did be had performed. 
iis Taft peregrination. . Tho! this queſtion was, 
ted with all that air of ſimplicity which, is peo. 
liar to theſe people, one of the domeſtics. took 
tte alarm, being infected with the ſuſpicions of 


% maſter, apd plainly zaxed the major wih ben 
at. Web fs, e the; ſams tee, that he. 
eee 
9 _This;would pave been h. N dangerous expe- 
at ear for the Flibernian, "who bad actually.ip bis 


ig! inn - 7 - 
e beiter io the countels. from, her (an. 

mich de hoped fortune might have furniſhed him 
[Man opportunity to deliver, Whett he there- 


fore 


"ble to recover his apparel and effect a retreat 
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fore found himſelf in this diletittia, he was not at 
all eafy in his own mind: however, inſtead of 
proteſting his inndcence in an humble and be- 
feeching ſtrain, in order to acguit himſelf of the 
charge, be refolved to elude the ſuſpicion by pro- 
voking the wrath* of bis accuſer, and putting on 
the air of vulgar integrity affronted, began to te-. 
proach the ſervant in very inſolent terms for his Wits 
unfair ſuppoſition, and undrefling himſelf in a mo- 
ment to the ſkin, threw his tattered garments in 
the face of his adverfary, telling him he would 
find nothing there which he would not be ver 
glad to part with; at the ſame time raiſing his 
voice, he, in the gibberiſh of the clan he repre- 
fented,” ſcolded and curſed with great fluency: 
ſo that the whole houſe reſourided with the noiſe. 
The valet's jealouſy, like a ſmaller fire, was in: 
trice ſwallowed up in the greater flame of his rage 
enkindled by this abrupt addreſs: in conſequenc 
' of which, Farret was kicked out at the gate 
haked as he was to the waiſt, after his lamthon 
had been broke to pieces on his head; and there 
he was Joined by his domeſtic, who had not bee 


without incurring marks of the ſame ſort of dil 

anden eee eee eee aut. 
- + The major, confidering the tiſ he muſt har 
run in deing detected, thought himſelf cheap! 
quit for this moderate diſcipline,” though be wa 
really concerned for his friend Renaldo, Who u 
derſtanding the particulars of the adventure, 0 
- termined,” as the laſt effort, to ride round 
caſtle in the open day, on pretence of taking t 
air; when, peradventure, the counteſs would ſe 

bim from the place of her confinement, and f 
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Though bis companion did not much reliſh-this 


oy 


thn, . which: be foreſa y would expoſe him to the 4 
Hults of- I rehaſi; Jets as he could not contrive 
better, he acquieſced in Renaldo's invention, | 
mich the provifo,” that he would defer the execu- ( 
ton of it until his father-in-law ſhould be abſent | 
n the chafe, which was a diverſion he every day 
ejpped. F | 


7 Accordingly they ſet a proper watch, and lay 
ncealed until they were informed of /T rcbafi's 
kl wing gone forth; when they mounted their 1 


horſes, and rode into the neighbourhood of the 
altle, Having made a ſmall excurſion in the ad- 
ning fields, they drew nearer, the walls, and 
tt an eaſy. pace had twice circled them, when 
Fare! deſcried at the top of a tower, à white. 
landkerchief waved by a woman's hand thro' the 
bon bars that ſecured the window. This Pgnal 
king pointed out to Renaldo, his heart began to 3] 
rob with great violence; he made a reſpectſul 
weillance towards the part in which it appeared, 
md perceiving the hand beckoning him to ap- 
sch, advanced to the very buttreſs of the tur- 
et; upon which, ſeeing ſomething drop, he 
ted with great expedition, and took up a pic- 
we of his father in miniature, the features of 
de no ſooner diſtinguiſhed, than the tears 
man his cheeks ; be prefled the little image 
ch the, moſt flial feryour ; then con- 
BER to. his. boſom) Jooked up to. the hand, 
e in ſuch a manner, as gave bim to 
oa high time to retire. Being by 
oy perſuaded that bis kind monitor 
ber than the counteſs herſelf, he pointed 
{a to 
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0 his heart, in token of his filial affeRion, and 
- hying his hand on his fword, to denote his reſo- 
lution of doing her juſtice, he took his leave with 
another "profound bow, and ——o bicaſelf to 
de reconducted to his lboaging. 
©. Every rn 3 
ſerved by the ſervants of count Trebaſi, who im- 
- mediately diſpatched a meſſenger to their lord, 
with an Aux 98 of what bad happened. Alarm- 
ed at this information, from which he immediate- 
Ip concluded that the ſtranger was young Mel- 
. he forthwith quitted the chace, and return- 
- Ing to the caſtle by a private poſtern, ordered his 
horſe to be kept ready ſaddled, in hope that bi 
- Torvin-law would repeat the viſit to his mother, 
This precaution would bave been to no 
nad Renaldo followed the advice of Farrel, wh 
- repreſented the danger of returning to a place 
> where the alarm was undoubtedly given by hi 
Fr appearance; and exhorted him to return tc 
Vienna for the proſecution of his ſuit, now that 
| he: was ſatisſſed of his mother's. being alive: it 
order to ſtrengthen this admonition, he bad hin 
recollect th be Anal nal for withdrawing, which wa 
_* doubtleſs the of maternal concern, inſpiret 
- bythe knowledge of the.count' 8 3 and vin 
- Gillive dif; poſition. ;Þ | | 
Norwithllandiog theſe ſuggeſiions Melvile per 
Liſted ; in his refolution of appearing once more be 
low the tower, on the ſuppoſition that his 
chef, in epectation of bis return, had prepa 
u billet ſor his acceptance, ſrom which be mig 
obtain important intelligence. The major ſcein 
8 bim lend à deaf ear to his remonſtra ces, w 
donented to attend him in this fend expe it 
0 (6! ne! * Raa 
een 
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e me with an opportunity of revenging our 
wrongs in perſon, we {hall got part untit- you have 
Ne that the ſamily of the count de Melvite is 
not to. be injured with ſmpunity.. Here is no ad- 
. vantage on either ſide, in point of arms or num- 
bet, you are better mounted than I am, and ſhall 
hae the choice of the ground on which our 
difference Kutzht to 90 n to a ſpeedy deter- 
mination.” 

Trebaſi, whole Sn was unt of the ſenti- 
ae kind, but purely owing to his natural in- 
ſenſibility of danger, inſtead concerting mea- 
ſures coolly for the engagement, or making any 
verbal reply to this -dehance, drew a piſtol with- 
out the leaſt heſitation, and fired it at the face of 
Renaldo, part of whoſe left eye brow was carried 
off by the ball. Melvile was not ſlow in return- 
ing the compliment, which, as it was deliberate, 
proved the more decifive : for the ſhot entering 
the count's right breaſt, made its way to the back 
bone with ſuch a ſhock, as ſtruck him to the 

round; upon which the other alighted, in or- 
2 to improve the advantage he had 1p \ 

uring this tranſaction, Farrel bad well n 
| Bf his life by the favage behaviour of T 
| 3 kendant, Dh. had been a huſſar officer, 1 
ne thinkiog it Was his duty to imitate the ex- 
- ample. of his patron on this occafion, diſcharged 
a piſtol at the major before he had the leaſt in- 
; Ks pg of 29 7 75 3 ne Hibernian's borſe 
| 15475 3 d unaccuſtomed to 
: OE ten nec flaſh of TT rebaſi's 
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hs reat ni Wench 1 his verſary,. 


745 one i[mounte him in 4 


. and. ſeizing his 1 $5 he Jay, would. 

| haye ſqon diſpatch m without the = of Fre- 
aue had he ara as eon, 1 by bis friend. 

Ronaldo, who 


bim to Jeſiſt, obſetving 
that his 4 ae yoga was a lready 6 hed,. 25 the. 
count-ſeemed.to be in the a U of death. The 
major was loth to quit his prey, as he thought 
his aggreſſor had acted j in 2, treacherous det, ur 3 
but recollefting. that there was no time to. loſe 
tecauſe, in all probability, the firing had alarmed: 
the caſtle, he took his leave of the vanquiſhed buf 
far, With a couple of hearty kicks, and mounting 
his borſe, followed Melyile! to the houſe, of a gen- 
tleman; in the neighbourhood, who was kin man 
to the counteſs, and very well diſpoſed fy grant 
bim a ſecure retreat, until the. troubleſome on- 
N of. this rencounter We be over- 
Wn. 11 

\Trebaf,. though þ to the youn g gentleman be 

1 


kemed ſpeechleſs and inſenſible, had neither lo 
+ uſe. of. bis reaſon, nor of his tongue, but af 
that extremity, in order to avoid any fur · 
erſation. with. the victor. He Was ane 
fe ho never think of death url he 7 
knacks; at the door, 25 then F intreat 


um te excuſe them for, the Nd ent, and be lo 
trol nn te gall, apa The count had d 
ob an 4x 824 of bis cam: 
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of facarity took hold on his i imagination, and all 
che miſfemeanours of his life preſented themſelves 
in a gravated colours to his recollection. 
e implored the ſpiritual affiſtance of a good 
my in the” neighbourtood, who, in the di. 

of his own conſcience, gave him to under- 
PR that he had little mercy to expect, unlef 
he would, as much as lay in His power, redref 
the injuries "he had done to his fellow-creatures, 
As nothing lay heavier upon his ſoul than the 

cruelty and fraud he had practiſed upon the f. mi- 

ly of count Melvile, he earneſtly beſought this 
charitable clergyman to mediate bis pardon with 
| the counteſs, and at the fame time defired to ſee 
{ Renaldo before his death, that he might put him 
in poſſeſſion of his paternal eſtate, and follici his 
forgi neſs for the offence he had given. 

is lady, far from waiting for the prieſt's in- 

Gn no ſooner underſtood the en 
ſituation of her huſband, and found herſclf at l. 
berty, than ſhe ballened td his apartment, ex- 
Ent the'utmoſt concern for his misfortune, and 
Tenge him with truly conjugal tenderneſs and 
fdalicy.” Her fon gladly obeyed the ſummons, 
- Ii, Was received with: great civility and ſatisſac- 
\ Yon by his farher-th-Jaw, who, in preſence of the 206 
5 e and divers gentlemen aſſembled for that pur bg 


oe, renounced all right and title to the fortune 
> Had 10 unjuſtly | " ed; diſcloſed the name 
| _of the convent to which" mitemoiſete de Met 
13 le bad been ebhveyed, diſmiſſed an the agents d 
"ker Be 25 = 9 5 being reconciled to bis ſor-it 

Ws prepare him i in Wanquillity fo 
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who hac proved himſelf ſo warthy of bis fathan 
Yet this joy was imbittered, by feflectuig that ſhe 
was made a widow by the hands of that darling 
ſon : for, th ugh ſhe knew his honour, demanded 
the facrifice, could not lay aſide that regard 

and yeneration which is attached to the name of 
huſband'z and therefore reſolved. to retire into a 
monaſtry, where ſhe could ſpend the remainder 
of ber life in devotion, without being expoſed to 
ur intercourſe which might interfere, with the 


* 
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icacy of her ſentiments on that ſubject. 
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He is the meſſenger of happineſs to. bis. an who 
removes the film es; 124 long 1 his 

.; penetration, with regard to count Fathom, 
\ 5 the moſt endearing affection had always 
ſubſiſted between Renaldo and his ſiſter, 
he would not one moment deny bimſelf the plea- 
ſure of flying to her embrace, and of being the 
meſſenger of her deliverance. Soon, there- 
> as he underſtood the place of her retreat, 
and. bad obtained a proper order to the abbeſs, 
raped! count Trebaſi, he ſet out poſt. for 
lenna, ſtill accompanied by his faithful Hiber- 
nan, and arriving at the convent, found the ab- 
vels and the whole houſe ſo engroſſed in mak- 
ng. preparations. for the ceremony of giving the 
yell next day to a young woman who: had fulfil- 
led the term. of her. probation, that he could not 
poſfibly Yee his ſiſter with that leiſure and ſatisfac- 
non hieb he had flattered himſelf with enjoying 
a this meeting; and therefore he Was fain to 
bridle his impatience for two days, and keep his 
K 3 cred envnals 
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 {eredentialy onen the hürrp ſhould be over, tha 


the prince WO was his particular patron deſired 


I ; Ing him to that auguſt princeſs, and in the mean 


| and her imperial m wall was ſo well pleaſed with 


5 ately gave directions for promoting him to the 
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mademoiſelle might have no intimation 1 her 
fortune, except from his own mouth, 

Bt Io order to fill up this tedious interval, he vi. 
2 his friends at at who, were rejoiced to 
r the happy iſſue of bis excurſton to — e 


| — 


Would make himſelf perfectly eaſy with regard to 
the death of count rebaſi, for he would take 
Fare to repreſent; him in ſuch a light to the em- 
- preſs queen, as would ſcreen him from any dan- 
ger or proſecution on that account. His High- 

ness, moteover, appointed the following day for 

performing the promiſe he had made of preſent- 
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, time prepoſſeſſed her ſo much in his favour, that 
© when he approached her preſence, and was an- 
2 885 by his noble introductor, ſhe eyed him 
Vb 'a look of 1 complacency, ſaying, 
Lam glad to fee you returned to my domi- 
nions. Tour father was a gallant officer, who 
ſerved our houſe with equal courage and fidelity 
_ and as I underſtand you tread in his foot-ſteps, 
you ay depend upon my favour and protec- 
tion.“ ſy 
He was ſo much dverwbelmed with this graci- 
dus reception, that, while he bowed in ſilence, 
the drops of gratitude trickled from his eyes; 
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. this manifeſtation of his heart, that ſhe immedi- 
©: command of a, troop of horſe.— Thus fortune 
_ Teemed willin and indeed eager to diſcharge the lac 
en ſhe owed him for the different calamities he 
had W And as he looked upon the ge- le 


nerous He ew to be the ſole — of his *. on 
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ceſs; he did not fail to make him acquainted with 
the) bappy, effects of his recommendation and 
friendſhip, and to expreſs, in the warmeſt terms, 
the deep fenſe be had of his uncommon bene vo- 
lenges which, by the bye, was ſtill greater with 
regard to Renaldo, than the reader as yet ima- 
" piges';3+for he not only furniſhed him with money 
ſor his pteſent occaſions, but alſo. given him an 
unlimited credit on a banker in Vienna to whom 
one of his letters was directe. 
The ceremony of the nun's admiſſion being 
pow performed, and the convent reſtored to its 
former quiet, Melvile haſted thither on the wings 
of brotherly affection, and preſented” his letter to 
the abbeſs, who having peruſed the contents, by 
which ſhe learned that the family diſquiets of 
count Trebaſi no longer fubfiſted, and that the 
bearer was the brother of mademoifelle, ſhe re- 
ceived him with great politeneſs, congratulated 
him on this happy event, and begging he would 
excuſe. her ſtaying with him in the parlour, on 
pretence of buſineſs, withdrew, ſaying, ſhe would 
immediately fend in a young lady who would con- 
ſole him for her abſence. In a few minutes he 
was joined by his ſiſter, who, expecting nothing 
leſs than to ſee Renaldo, no ſooner diſtinguiſhed 
his features, than ſhe ſhriek'd aloud with ſurprize, 
and would have ſunk upon the floor, had not he 
ſupported her in his embrace, 
Such a ſudden apparition of her brother at any 
time, or in any place, after their long ſeparation, 
would have ſtrongly affected this. ſenſible young 
lady: but to find him ſo abruptly in a place 
where ſhe thought herſel buried from the knows 
ledge of all her relations, occaſioned ſuch com , 
motion in her ſpirits as had well nigh endangered 
3 Is K 4 f..4 7 -*DEC 
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hat renſon : for it was nat till after à conſidera- 
He pauſes that he could talk to bim with con- 
nen ion or cherende, However, as thoſe tranſ- 
ports ſubſided, they entered; into à more delibe- 
rate and agreeable conyerſation; in the courſe of 
whichy; he gradually informed her of what had 
paſled at the caſtles: and inexpreſſible was the 
pleaſuxe ſhe felt in learning that her mother was 
releaſed from captivity, herſelf, reſtored to free- 
dom, and her brother to, the poſſeſſion of his 
lawful inhberitence, by the only means to which 
ſbe had always prayed theſe bleſſings might be 
eln eee, ee 

As the had. been treated with uncommon hu- 
manity: by the abbeſs,: ſhe: would not conſent to 
leave the conyent until he ſhould- be ready to (et 
out {or Preſburg ſo that they dined together with 
that good lady, and paſſed the afternoon in that 
mutval communication with which a brother and 
iter may be ſuppoſad to entertain themſelves on 
lech anbecalion. , She gaye him a detail of the 
inſults and mettifications ſhe had ſuffered from the 


brutality of her father - in- law, and told him, that 


her confinement. in this monaſtry was owing to 
'Frebaſt's having intercepted. a letter to her from 
Renaldo, ſignifying his intention to return to the 
oaien order to aſſert his on right and redreſs 
er,grievances, Then turning the diſcourſe upon 
the incidents of his peregtinations, ſhe in a par- 
ticular manner inquired about that exquiſite beau- 
ty who had been the innocent ſource. of all his 
diſtreſſes, and upon whoſe perfections he had often, 
in his letters to bis ſiſter, expatiated with in- 
dications of tapture and delight. 
This inquiry in a moment blew. up that ſcorch- 
ing flame which had been well nigh ſtifled b) 


other 
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other neceſſary avocations. His eyes gleamed, 
his checks glowed and grew pale alternately, and 
bis whole frame underwent an immediate agita- 
tion; which being perceived by mademoiſelle, 
ſne concluded that ſome new calamity was an- 
nexed to the name of Monimia, and dreading to 
np vp a wound which ſhe ſaw was ſo ineffectu - 
ally cloſed, ſhe for the prefent ſuppreſſed her cu- 
nioſit and concern, and indultrivufly endeavour- 
ed to introduce ſome leſs affecting ſubject of con- 
verſation. He faw her aim, approved of her 
difcretion; and joining her endeavours, expreſſed 
his ſurprize at her having omitted to fignify the 
leaſt remembrance of her old favourite Fathom, 
whom be had left in England. He had no 
ſooner pronounced this name than ſhe ſuffered 
ſome 'confuſton in her turn; from which, how 
ever, recolleing herſelf, <* Brother,“ faid ſhe, 
you muſt endeavour to forget that wretch, who 
is altogether unworthy of retaining the ſmalleſt 
ſhare of your regard. | 

Aﬀoniſhed and indeed angry at this expreſſion, 
which he conſidered as the effect of malicious 
miſreprefentationz he gently chid her for her cre- 
dulity in believing the envious aſperſion of ſome 
perſon who repined at. the ſuperior virtue of 
Fathom, whom he affirmed. to be an honour to 
the human ſpecie. gh 

Nothing is more eaſy,” replied” the young 
- hay, „ than to impoſe upon a perſon, 1 | 
is ing himſelf unconſcious of guile, ſuſpects no d 
ly ceit. You have been a dupe, dear brother, not 
„d the fineſſe of Fathom, but to the fincerity of 

your own heart. For my own part, I affume no. 
„ WW Honour to my own penetration in havin 4 1M 
ended the villainy of that impoſtor, which Was 
. n 5 diſcovered » 
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”"Qiſcovered if more chan oy, inflance by zcci- 
dents 1 could not poſſibly foreſee. 
Vou muſt know cha Tereſa, Who attended 
from my childhood, and in whoſe honeſty ] 
1 Ut fed ugh ebnfiderice, Having diſobliged ſome 
| 'the inferior ſervants, was 16 narrowly watched 
Si all her ttanſactions, as to be at laſt detected 
Din the very act of conveying a piece of plate, 
which was Agua found concealed among her 
. 'Aloaths. 
Vou may gueſs 2 much I was aſtoniſhed 
hen T underſtood this circumſtance; I could 
"not truſt" to the evidence of my own ſenſes, 
And would have fill believed her innocent, in 
Al "RE of ocular demonſtration, had not ſhe, in 
the terrors of being tried for felony, promiſed to 
ö wle a very material diſcovery to the counteſs, 
ovided ſhe would take fuch meaſures as would 
ve her life: 
he es requeſt being cone ted with, ſhe, in my 
© hearing; opened up ſuch an amazing eene of ini- 
quit y, daſeneſs 120 ingratitude, which had been 
acted by her and Fathom, in order to defraud the 
'Aamily to which they were ſo much indebted, that 
could not have believed the human mind capa- 
ble of ſuch degeneracy, or that traitor endowed 
wich ſuch pernicious cunning and diſß mulation, 
/ bad? not her tale been congruous, conſiſtent and 
-diſtin@; aud fravght with cixcumſtarices that left 
no om to doubt che leaſt article of ber conſeſ- 
Fon? on conlideration of which, the was per- 
e 60 go into voluntary exile,” © 
Shs then explained their len in all the 
1 a we have already recounted them 
in their proper . and, finally, obſerved, that 


8 ann I hence e, of Fathom's 
characder, 
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Fathom, as we have formerly obſerved, by means 


charaCte 


w 
learned 97 e 


double intri 


ſaken by their gallant, their mutual animoſities 
and chagrin ſerved to whet the attention and in- 
vention of each; ſo that in a little time the whole 
myſtery ſtood difclofed to both. The mother had 
diſcovered the daughter's correſpondence with 


of that unfortunate letter Which he unwittingly 
committed to the charge of the old beldame; and 
as ſoon as ſhe underſtood he was without the 
reach of all ſollicitatiam or proſecution, imparted 
this billet to het huſband, whoſe was ſo un- 
governable, that he had almoſt ſacrificed Wilhel- 
mina with his own hands, eſpecially when terrified 
by his. threats and imprecations, ſhe owned that 
the had _ beſtowed, the chain on this perfidious 
lover... However, his dreadful, purpoſe was pre- 
vented, partly by. the interpoſition of his wife, 
whoſe. aim, was not the death hut immuremept 
of his daughter, and partly by the. tears and 
ſupplication of the - young.;geotlewoman herſelf, 
who proteſted, that, although! the, ceremony of 
the church had not deen performed, ſhe was con- 
wacted to, Fathom, by the moſt; folemn,yows, to 
witneſs which, be invoked all the ſaigts in Hea- 
lk =. [ | 3 14 19Q 31g Macht ot, . 
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I The jeweller, vpon cooler conſideration, was 
unwilling to loſe the leaſt ſpark of hope that glit- 
tered among, the ruins of his deſpair, and reſiſted 
all the importunities of his wife, who preſſed him 
to conſult the welfare of his daughter's ſoul, in 
the fond expeQation.of finding ſome expedient to 
lure back the chain and it's poſſeſſor. In the 
mean time Wilbelmina was daily and hourly ex. 
poſed to the mortifying animadverſions of her 
mamma, who, with all the inſolence of virtue, 
incellantly upbraided her with the backſlidings of 
her vicious life, and exhorted her to reformation 
and, repentance. This continual, triumph laſted 
for many months, till at length a quarrel bap- 
pening between the mother and the goſſip at 
whoſe houſe ſhe uſed to give the rendezvous to 
her admirers, that incenſed confidante, in the 
precipitation of her anger, promulgated the hi- 
tory, of thoſe ſecret meetings, and, among the 
ref ner interviews. with Fathom were brought 
een SR er keen 


_ The firſt people who hear news of this ſort, 
are generally thoſe. to whom they are moſt un- 
welcome. "The German was,ſaon appriſed of his 
wife's frailty, and conſidered the two females of 
his houſe as' a_ couple. of devils incarnate, ſent 
fro hell. to exerciſe his patience; yet, in the 


mid{t of bis diſpleaſure, he found matter of con- 


ſolation, in being futniſhed with à ſufficient rea- 
ſon. for parting with his help- mate, who had for 
many years kept his family in diſquiet. He there - 
fore, without hazarding a perſonal conference, 
ſent propoſals to her by a friend, which, ſhe did 
not think proper to reject: and ſeeing himſelf re- 
* Rored to the dominion of his own houſe, 2 * 

n is 


hg fry Wy oy. td oc e A; wy me Aa woos 


his fway fo riintaly e eee 
weary of her life, and 

forts of religion, of which ſhe ſoon became ena- 
moured; and begged her father's permiſſion to 


dedicate the geſt of her life to the duties of de- 


votion. - She was accordingly received in this con- 
vent; the regulations of which were ſo much to 


her liking, that ſhe performed the taſk of proba- 


tion with pleaſure, and voluntarily excluded her- 


ſelf from the vanities of this life. It was here 


ſhe had contracted an acquaintance with made- 


moiſelle de Melvile, to whom ſhe communicated 


her complaints of Fathom, on the ſuppoſuion 


that he was related to the count, as he himſelf 
had often declared, | | 


lars of this detail, Renaldo ſuſtained a ſtrange 
viciſſitude of different paſſions. Surprize, ſorrow, 
fear, hope and indignation raiſed a moſt tumul- 
tuous conflict in his boſom.. Monimia ruſhed 
upon his imagination in the character of inno- 


ence betrayed by the infinuations of treachery. 


He with horror viewed her at the mercy of a 


villain, who had broken all the ties of gratitude 
and honour. RES 


Aﬀrighted at the proſpect, he ſtarted from his 


ſeat, exclaiming in the unconnected ſtrain of diſ- 
traction and deſpair :.; Have I then nourifhed 
a ſerpent in my boſom ! Have I liſtened to the 
voice of a traitor. who hath murdered my peace 
who hath tore my heart - ſtrings aſunder, and 
perhaps ruined the pattern of all earthly perfec- 
tion, It cannot be. Heaven would not ſuffer 
luch inſernal artifice to take effect. The thun- 
der would be levelled againſt the bead of the ac- 
curſed projettor,” “,. 3 


: * 
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ad recourſe to the com- 


While the young lady rehearſed. the partieu- | 
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her fenſibil ey walk bave' 5 
ing herſelf Altoge eit upon a ruffian, 
| hs certainly harbov red the moſt A deſigns 
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From this tranſport, compared with his agita- 


tion when ſhe mentioned Monimia, his ſiſter 
. Judged that Fathom had been the occaſion of a 
breach between the two lovers; and this conjec- 


ture being confirmed by the disjointed anſwers he 
made to her interrogations upon the affair, ſhe 
endeavoured to calm his apprehenſions, by repre- 
ſenting that he would ſoon have an opportunity of 
returning to England, where the miſunderſtand- 
ing might be ealily cleared up; and that, in the 
mean time, he had nothing to fear on account of 
the perſon of his miſtreſs, in a country where in- 
dividuals were ſo well protected by the laws and 
conſtitution of the realm. At length he ſuffered 
himfelf to be flattered with the fond hope of ſee- 
ing Monimia's character triumph in the 1 inquiry; 
of retrieving that loſt jewel, and of renewing 
that raviſhing intercourſe and exalted ex - rom 
Which had been ſo cruelly cut off. now 
withed to find Fathom as black as he had been 
exhibited,” that Monimia's apoſtacy might be 
numbered among the miſrepreſentations of his 
treachery and fraud. 

His love, which was alike” generous and ar- 
dent, eſpouſed the cauſe, and he no longer 
doubted her conſtancy and virtue: but when he 
reflected how her tender heart mult have been 
wrung with anguiſh At His 3 and crucl- 
in land; how 
tor red Fn find- 


ther 15 765 


och by His babar het own deſpair: 
19 0 n ke reflected 35 theſe circumſtances, 


FI thuddered With horrour and diſmay ; and that 
very 


pres honour ; havy her ME: muſt be endan- 


rr k & 


Ly 


r 812 ow 98 ed : EN a — 
e v. 711 . r ͤ O I TCO COTS 


; FERDINAND Count Far HOM. 207 


very night diſpatched a letter to his friend the 
Jew, intreating him, in the moſt prefling man- 
ner, to employ all his intelligence in learning the 
ſituation of the fair orphan, that ſhe might be 
protected from the villany of Fathom, until his 
return to England, + 


He recompenſes the attachment of his friend : and 
receives a letter that reduces him to the verge of 
| | death and diſtractian. 

| 


meaſure. retrieved .its former tranquillity : 


: T HIS ſtep being taken, his mind in ſome 
he ſoothed himſelf with the proſpect of an happy 
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208 The AVI UAE of © - 
the ſeaſonable leſſon he had adminiſtered: to him; 
and not only infifted upon being removed from 
the caſthe to an houſe of his o in Preſburg, but 
proffered" to malte immediate reſtitution of all the 
_— which he had unjuſtly converted to his o 
bon ens TO ohhh odere | x 

Theſe things being ſettled in the moſt amica- 

ble manner, to the entire ſatisfaction of the par- 
ties concerned, as well as of the neighbouring 
nobleſſe, among whom the houſe of Melvile was 
in univerſal eſteem; Renaldo reſolved to ſollicit 
leave at the Imperial court to return to England, 
in order to inveſtigate that affair of Monimia, 
which was more intereſting than all the points he 
had hitherto adjuſted: but, before he quitted 

Preſburg, his friend Farrel taking him aſide one 

day, Count, faid be, will you give me 

leave to aſk, if, by my zeal and attachment for 
you, I have bad the good fortune to acquire your 
eſteem? Jo doubt that eſteem, replied 
Renaldo, were to ſuſpect my gratitude and 
honour, of which I muſt be utterly deſtitute be- 
foro I loſe the ſenſe of thoſe obligations I owe to 
your gallantry and friendſhip : obligations which 

1 long for à proper occafion to repay.” 
<6 Welt then,” reſumed the major, << I will 
deal with you like a downright'Swiſs, and point 
out a method by which you may ſhift the load 
of obligation from your own+ſhoulders to mine. 
You know my birth, rank and expectations in 
the ſervice: but perhaps you do not know, that, 
as my expence hath always unavoidably exceeded 
my income, I find myſelf a little out at elbows 
in my eircumſtances, and want to piece them up 
by matrimony. Of thoſe ladies with whom | 
think I have any chance of ſucceeding, mow 
2 | Moneiie 
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ſubject, recommending the 
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moiſelle de Melvile ſeems the | beſt qualified to 
render my ſituation happy in all reſpects. Her 
fortune is more than ſufficient to diſembarraſs m 
affairs; her good ſenſe will be a ſeaſonable chee 
pon my vivacity; her agreeable accompliſhments 
will engage a continuation of affection and re- 
gard: I know my own diſpoſition well enough to 
think I ſhall become a moſt dutiful and tractable 
huſband ; and ſhall deem myſelf highly honoured 
in being more cloſely united to my dear count de 
Melvile, the ſon and repreſentative of that worthy 
officer under whom my youth was formed: if 
you will therefore ſanction my claim, I will 
forthwith begin my approaches, and doubt not, 
under your auſpices, to bring the place to à ca- 
pitulation.“ being en * 26042 
Renaldo was pleaſed with the frankneſs of this 
declaration, approved of his demand, - and deſired 
him to depend upon his good offices with his fer, 
whom he ſounded, that fame evening, upòb the 
major to her favour, 
as a gentleman well worthy of her choice. Ma- 
demoiſelle, who had never been exerciſed” in the 
coquetries of her ſex, and was now arrived at 
thoſe years, when the vanity of youth ought to 
yield to diſcretion, confidered. the propoſal as a 
philoſopher, and after due deliberation, candidly 
owned ſhe had no objection to the match. Far- 
rel was accordingly introduced in the character of 
a lover, after the permiſſion of the counteſs hail 


been obtained; and he carried on his addreſſes in 
the uſual form, ſo much to the ſatis faction of all 


concerned in the event, that a day was appointed 


for the celebration of his nuptials, when he en- 


tered into peaceable poſſeſſion of his prize. 
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A ſew days after" this joyſul occaſion, white 
Renaldo was at Vienna, where he had been in- 
dulged with leave of abſence, for. ſix months, and 
employed in making preparations for his journey 
40 Britain, he was one evening preſented, by his 
ſervant, with a pacquet ſrom London, which he 
no ſooner opened, than he ſound incloſed a:letter 
directed to him, in the hand - writing of: Monimis. 
He was ſo much affected at ſight of thoſe well - 
_ known characters, that he ſtood motionleſs as x 
1 ſtatue, eager to know the contents, 97 et afraid to 
peruſe; the billet. While he heſitated in this ſuſ- 
pence, be chanced to caſt his eye on the inſide of 
the cover, and perceived the name of bis Jewiſh 
fr iend at the bottom of A few: lines, importing, 
that the incloſed was delivered to him by a phyt- 
cian of his acquaintance, who had recommended 
it in a particular manner to his care. This inti- 
mation ſeryed only to encreaſe the, myſtery, and 
Whet his impatience; and as be had the explana- 
tion in his hand, he ſummoned all his reſolution 
to bis aid, and breaking the fea}, began to read 
_  ctheſe; words, „“ Renaldo will not ſuppoſe, that 
this addreſs proceeds from intereſted motives, 
, when he lear ns, that, 3 before. it can be pr eſented 
to his view, the unfortunate. Monimia will be no 
more.“ 11513345 0 Wer 13364; aloe $354» 
lere the, light forſgok Renaldo's eyes, bis 
knees knecked together, and be fell at full length 
inſenſible on the floor: his valet hearing the 
couch, and diſpatched a meſſenger for proper al- 
ſiſtance, while he himſelf endeavoured to recal his 
ſpirits by ſuch applications as chance afforded: 
but before the count exhibited any figns of life, 


See 
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ks brother-in-law entered his chamber by acci- 


dent, and as ſoon as he recollected himſelf from 


the extreme” confuſion and concern produced by 
th K he perceived the fatal 
 epiſtle which 

within his graſp ; juſtly ſuſpecting this to de the 


vile, though inſenſible, till Kept 


cauſe of that ſevere paroxyſm, he drew near the 
couch, and with difficulty read what is above re- 
hearſed, and the ſequel, to this effeat. ' © 

„Ves, I have taken ſuch meaſures as will pre- 
vent it from falling into your hands, until after I 
ſhall have been releaſed from a being imbittered 
with inen preſſible miſery and anguiſh. It is 
not my intention, once loved, and ah! ſtill too 
ſondly remembered youth, to upbraid you as the 


ſource of that unceaſing woe, which hath been ſo 


long the ſole inhabitant of my lonely boſom. I 
will not call you inconſtant or unkind. I dare 
not think you baſe or diſhonourable ; yet I was 
abruptly facrificed to a triumphant rival, before 
had learned to bear ſuch mortification ; before- 
had overcome the prejudices which I had imbibed 


in my father's houſe. I was all at once abandon- 


ed to deſpair, to indigence and diftreſs, to the vile 
practices of a villain, who, I fear, hath betrayed 
us both. What have not I ſuffered from the in- 
ſults and vicious deſigns of that wretch, whom you 
cheriſhed in your boſom ! yet to theſe I owe this 
near approach to that goal of peace, where the 
canker-worm of ſorrow will expire. Beware of 
that artful traitor ; and, oh ! endeavour to over- 
come that levity of diſpoſition, which, if indulged, 
will not only ſtain your reputation, but alſo de- 
bauch the good qualities of your heart. I releaſe 
you, in the fight of heaven, from all obligations: 
I have been injured, let not my wrongs bg 14 
| b 
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215 Tut Apytyronns of 
frted on the Head of Renaldo, for whom ſhall be 
offered up the laſt fervent prayers of the haples 
Mons "ED 
This letter was a clue to the labyrinth of Mel. 
vile's diſtreſs : though the major had never heard 
him mention the name of this beauty, he had re- 
ceived ſuch hints ftom his own wife, as enabled 
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medical expedient was uſed to ou this pertutba- 
tion; Which at length yielded fo far as to ſubſide 
into a continual fever, and confirmed delirium, 
during which he ceaſed not to pour forth the moſt 
pathetic complaints touching his ruined love, and 
to rave about the ill-ftarred Monimia,  T be ma- 
jor, half diſtracted by the calamity of his friend, 
would have concealed it from the knowledge of 
his family, had not the phyſician, by deſpairing 
of his life, laid him under the neceſſity of making 
them acquainted: with his condition. - 

The counteſs and mrs. Farrel were no enter 
informed of his caſe, than they haſted to the me- 
lancholy ſcene, where = found 1 
prived of his ſenſes, panting under the ra 
exaſperated diſeaſe. "They — his face * er 
and his eyes glaring with frenzy: they heard him 
invoke the name of Monimia, . a tenderneſs 
of accent, which even the impulſe of madneſs 
could not deſtroy. Then with a ſudden tranſi- 
tion of tone and geſture; he denounced vengeance 
againſt her betrayer, and called upon the north 
wind to cool the fervour of his brain. His hair 
hung in diſhevelled parcels, his cheeks were wan, 
his looks ghaſtly, his vigour Was fled, and all the 
glory of his youth ſaded: the pbyſician hung his 
head iti ſilence, the attendants wrung their hands 
in deſpair, and the countenance of = TERS: WAS 
bathed in tear 

Such a picture would have dds moſt * 
durate heart: what impreſſion then muſt it have 
made upon a parent and ſiſter, melting with all the 
enthuſiaſm of affection! The mother was ſtruck 
dumb, and ſtupified with grief: the ſiſter threw 


herſelf. on the bed, in a tranſport. of ſorrow, 


<xvght her loved Renaldo in her arms, and was, 


vous? with 
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214 The Abwrrenrs of 
with great difficulty, tore from his embrace. Such 
was the diſmal reverſe that overtook the late ſo 
happy family of Melvile : ſuch was the extremity 
to which the e * — had reduced 
his beſt benefaftor! |: - 17 74 wad blond 0 
Three days — * with | 
efforts, and then the conſtitution ſeemed to fink 
under the victorious fever; yet, as his ſtrength 
diminiſhed, his delirium abated, and on the fifth 
morning he looked round, and recognized his 
weeping friends. Though now exhauſted to the 
loweſt ebb of life, he retained the perfect uſe of 
ſpeech, and his reaſon being quite unclouded, 
ſpoke to each with equal kindneſs and compoſure: 
he congratulated himſelf upon the fight of — 
after the horrors of ſuch a tempeſt; called 
the counteſs and his ſiſter, who were not — 
to ſee him at ſuch a conjuncture, and being ap- 
prized by the major, of his reaſon for excluding 
them from her preſence, he applauded bis con- 
cern, bequeathed them to his future care, and 
took leave of that gentleman with a cordial em · 
brace. Then he deſired to be left in private with 
a certain clergyman, who regulated the concerns 
of his ſoul; and he being diſmiſſed, turned bis 
face from the light, in expectation of bis final 
diſeharge: in a» few minutes all was ſtill and 
dreary ; he was no longer heard to: breathe, no 
more the ſtream of life was percrived to circu- 
late 3 he was ſuppoſed to be abſolved from all his 
cares, and an univerſab groan from the by - ſtanden 
announced the deceaſe of the gallant, nenen 
aud render-hearted Rehado: 2g an 
Come hither ye whom thepride of youth and 
health, of birth and aſſtuence inſlames, who tread 


this n of oleaſure,” truſting to thc 
{1 fruition 
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yition of ever-circling joys : ye Who glory in 
our accompliihments, who 10 the views of 
mbition, and lay ſchemes for future bappineſs 
ud grandeur ; contemplate here the vanity of 
life : behold” how low this excellent young man is 
lid) mowed down even in the bloſſom of his 
jouth, when fortune ſeemed to open all her trea- 
res to his worth 1? 

duch were the reflections of the generous Far- 
al Who, while he performed the laſt oſſice of 
nendſhip, in cloſing the eyes of the much lamented 
Melvile, perceived a warmth on the ſkin, which 
the hand of death ſeldom leaves unextinguiſned: 
this uncommon ſenſation. he reported to the phy- 
ian, who, though he could feel no pulſation in 
the heart or arteries, conjectured, that life ſtill 
ngered-in ſome of its interior haunts, and imme» 
lately ordered ſuch applications to the extremi- 
as and ſurface of the body, as might help to con- 
tentrate and reinforce the natural heaalQ. 
By theſe preſcriptions, - which, for ſome time, 
produced no ſenſible effect, the embers were, in 
probability, kept glowing, and the vital power 
wived.z- for, after a-confiderable. pauſe, reſpira- 
was gradually. renewed at long intervals, a 
ingyid motion was perceived at the heart, a few 
feeble and irregular pulſations were felt at the 
nit; the clay : coloured livery of death began to 
mil from his; face ; the circulation acquired 
e 2 and be opened his ces with a ſigh, 
e his return from tp ret es of 
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When be recovered the faculty of ſwallowing, . 
cordial was adminiſtered ; and whether the fe- 
abated; in conſequence; of the blood's being 
Feen 
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in the\@ids,” or nature; in that agony, had pre 
pared a proper channei for the expulſion of the 
diſeaſe ; certain it is, he wus, from this moment, 
rid of all bodily Farm: de vetrievetl the animal 
functions, and nothing remained of bis malad 
but an extreme weakneſs and languor, the effech 
of nature's being fatigued in the” bottle ſhe hat 
won. 

Unutterable was the joy that tobk poſſefſion 0 
his mother and ſiſter, when Farrel flew into theit 
tment, to intimate this happy turn. Scarce 
could they be reſtrained from pouring forth thei 

in the preſence of Renaldo, who w 
ſtill too feeble to endure fuch communication 
indeed he was extremely -mortified and dejectet 
at this event, which had diffuſed ſuch pleaſure ant 
ſatisfaQtion among his friends; for though his di 
Kemper was maſtered, the fatal cauſe of it fi 
rankled at his heart, and he conſidered this r 
ſpite from death as a protradtion of his miſery. 

When he was congratulated by the major, o. 
the triumph of his conſtitution, he replied, with 


groan, I would to heaven it had been other E, 
wiſe ; for I am reſerved for all the horrors of thi of, 
moſt p forrow” and remorſe: O Moni; 0 
mia 4 I hoped, by this time, to hav: At, 
convinced thy gentle ſhade, that I was, at 1:1, 
intentionally, innocent of chat ruthleſs barbaruig 
which hath t thee to an untimely grave. 1 
Heaven and earth? do II ſtin ſurvive the con ths 
ſeiouſneſd of that dire cataffirophe! and lives the nth 
atrocious villain who hath blaſted all our hopes w © 
- With theſe laſt words, che fire darted from hi erng 
eyes, and his brother, ſnatck this occaſion T; 
handle for reconem E him 0 life, „ed! in Mer 
' exclamations ; 7 an Vo 
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obſerved, that he ſhould not, in point of honour, 
wiſh to die, until he ſhould have ſacrificed that 
traitor, to the manes of the beauteous Monimia. 
This incitement, ated as a ſpur upon exhauſted 
nature, cauſing the blood to circulate with freſh 
vigour, and encouraging. him. to take ſuch ſuſte- 
nance. as would recruit his. ſtrength, and repair 
the damage which his health had ſuſtained. 

His ſiſter affiduouſly attended him in his reco- 
yeryy flattering his. appetite, and amuſing his ſor- 
do at the ſame time; the clergyman aflaited his 
lefpondence. with religious weapons, as well as 
with arguments drawn from philoſophy; and the 
fury of bis paſſions being already expended, he 
became ſo tractable. as to liſten to his remon- 
ſtances: but notwithſtanding the joint endea- 
tours of all his friends, a deep- fixed melancholy 
remained, after every conſequence of his diſeaſe 
had vaniſhed: in vain they aſſayed to elude his 
rief by gaiety and diverſions; in vain they 
fied to decoy his heart into ſome new engage - 
ment, | | | | 
Theſe kind attempts ſerved only to feed and 
touriſh, that melancholy which- pined within his 
bom, Monimia ſtill haunted. him in the midſt 
# theſe amuſements, while bi, reflection whiſper- 
to bin, „ Pleaſures like theſe I might have 
hed with her participation.” That darling. 
ta mingled, in all the female aſtemblies at which 
le wis preſent, eclipſing their attractions, and 
haneing the bitterneſs of his loſs; for abſence, 
thuſiaſen, and even bis deſpair had heäghtened 
e charms f the fair orphan into ſomething ſu- 
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Time, that commonly weakens be traces of 
Imembrance, ſecmed to deepen its impteiſions 
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im bis breaſt © nightly, in bis dreains, did he con- 

-  - verſe with his dear Monimia: ſometimes on the 
verdant bank of à delightful ſtream, where he 

- breathed, in ſoft murmuts, the dictates of his love 
and admiration < ſometimes reclined ' within the 
 Mnowy neck, whilſt ſhe, with looks of love incfta. 
her huſband and her lord: yet, even in theſe illu- 
fair: ſometimes he viewed her tottering on the 
brink of a ſteep precipice, far diſtant from bis 
helping hand: at other times ſhe ſeenied to ſail 


then would he ſtart with horror from his ſleep, 


kind ; he courted ſequeſtered ſhades, where he 


. brogded over his calamity, until his imagination 


a8 The Anvenzrans. of 


tuſted grove, his arm encircled and ſuſtained her 


ble, gazed on his face, invoking heaven to ble 


ſions, was his fancy oft alarmed for the ill-fated 


along the boiſterous tide, imploring his afiltance; 


and feel his ſorrows more than realized: he de- 
ſerted his couch: he avoided the ſociety of man- 


could indulge his melancholy; there his mind 
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became familiar with all the ravages of death: it the 
' contemplated the gradual decline of Monimia's MF inf 
health; her tears, her diſtreſs, her deſpair at his no 
imagined cruelty ; he ſaw thro” that perſpective, tea 
every bloſſom of her beauty wither, every ſpar-W in 
kle vaniſh from her eyes: he beheld her faded cha 
lips, her pale cheek, and her inanimated features, 
the ſymmetry of which, not death itſelf was able 
to deſtroy. His fancy conveyed her breathles 
corſe to the cold grave, o'er which, perhaps, no Re: 
tear humane was ſhed, where her delicate limb 4 
were conſigned to duſt, where ſhe was diſhed ou n 


a delicious banquet to the unſparing worm. 
Oer theſe pictures he dwelt with a ſort o 
pleaſing anguiſh, until he became ſo enamouteq; 
of her tomb, that he could no longer 700 A julty 
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Aeſire which compelled: him to make 1 pilgrimage 
tothe dear hallowed ſpot, "where all his once gay 
hopes lay buried ; that he might nightly viſit the 
fylent habitation of his ruined love, embrace the 
ſacrod earth with Which ſhe was now compound - 
&, moiſtem it with his tears, and bid the turf F 
eaſy on her breaſt. Beſides the proſpect of 'th 
gloomy enjoyment, he was urged” to return to 
Eogland, by an eager defire of taking vengeante 
on the perfidious Fathom, as well as of acquitting 
himſelf of the obligations he owed in that king- 
dom, to thoſe who had aſſiſted him in his di 4 
He therefore communicated his intention to Far- 
rel,” who would have inſiſted upon attending him 
in the journey, had not he been conjured to ſta 
and manage Renaldo's affairs in his abſence. K. 
very previous ſtep being taken, he took leave of 
the counteſs and his ſiſter, who had, with all 
their intereſt and elocution, oppoſed his deſigu, 
the execution of which, they juſtly feared, would, 
inſtead of diſſipating, augment his chagrin; and 
now, ſeeing him determined, they ſhed a flood of 
tears at bis departure, and he ſet out from Vienna 
in a poſt-chaiſe, accompanied by a truſty valet de 
chambre on horſeback. r OO 
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Renaldo meets with a living mmument of juſtice, 
and encounters a perſonage of ſome note in theſe 
me moi 4. iy *. ; — 999 

A this domeſtic was very well qualified for 

making all the proper diſpoſitions, and ad- 

ſulking every neceſſary article on the toad, Renal- 

0 totally abſtracted himſelf from cathy; conſide- 


EE 15 NONE 4 t 
Without t 
which was the — — lubject _— pie 4-456 
tion. He was blind to the bee chat Furroundes 
him; be ſcarce ever felt the importupities of na- 
.turez/and had not they been reinforced by the 
ng entreaties of his attendant, he would 
. have, proceeded without, refreſhment or repoſe, 
Jn, this. abſance of mind did he traverſe a great 
part of Germany, in his way to the Auſtrian Ne- 
.therlandss; and artived at, the fortreſs. of Luxem- 
burg, where he was obliged to tarry a whole day 
on account of an accident which had happened K 
his chaiſe. Here he went, to view. ch 8 
tions; and 48 he walked along the ramparts, his 
ears were, faluted. with, theſe: words, . % Heaven 
bleſs the noble count de Melvile!. will not he turn 
the eyes of compaſſion upon an, old e oldier 
reduced to misfortune. and diſgrace? 
Surpriſed: at this addreſs, which, was attended 
* th the clanking of chains, Renaldo lifted. up 
*his eyes, and perceived the perſon who ſpoke, to 
be one of two malefactors ſhack/ed together, who 
bad been ſentenced for ſome crime to work as fs 
Jabourers on the fortifications ; his face was ( * 
covered with hair, and his whole appearance o d 
-diſguifed by the {qualid habit which he wore, that ach 
the count could not recolleci bis features, until he FM 
gave him to underſtand that his name was Ratch- F 
Kali. Melvile immediately recognized, bis icllow WM 46, 
+ Rudent at Vienna and bis brother volunteer upon 
the Rhine, and expreſſed equal ſurprize and con- A 
; dern at _ him in ſuch. a deplorable ſitus- 
tion, * 
bang * the ſou 0 callous nd 50 fank- 
dle as the ſearing: brands of  infamy : 100 dilgrace. 
Without betraying the leaſt ſymptoms f, bare 


N at confuſion, - Cough ſays he, . "this is the 
3 ate 
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Ser 


IfheF fot unhippiity eclipſed dy ſome, ünfortu- 
nate Interpoſition, before his terrene parts ate 
puttfied,” 1 foreſee that he will ſhihe a ſtar of the 
firſt magnitude in the Wol ld of adventure?” 
At mention of this deteſted name, Renaldo's 
heart began to throb wi.h indignation; vet he 
prend the emotion, 


* WW wv» — PF * 


and defired to know the 
meaning” of that fplendid encomum which he 
lad beſtowed upon his confederate. ** It'wabld be 
quite unnecefſary,” replied Ratchkali, “ for a 
man in my preſent ſituation to equivocate or diſ- 
fr the nature of my difgrace is per- 
Aly well known. I am condemned to hard la- 
bour for life; and unleſs ſome lucky accident 
(whe cannot now foreſee) ſhall intervene, all 
can expect is ſome alleviation of my hard lot 
ftom the generoſity of ſuch gentlemen as you who 
compaſſionate the ſufferings of your fellow crea- 
tures. In order to engage this benevolence the 
mate in my behalf, I ſhall (if you wilt give me 
the hearing) faithfully inform you off ſome parti- 
culars, which it may import'you' to know, con- 
cerning my old acquaintance Ferdinand Count 
Fathom,” whoſe real character hath perhaps hi- 
therto eſcaped your notice.“ | 1b: 
Then he proceeded to give a regular detail og 
All the ftrokes of fineſſe which he, in conjunction 
with our adventurer; had prectiſed upon Melvile 
and others, during their reſidence at Vienna, and 
che campaigns they had made upon the 'Ritine : 
he Explained the nature of the robbery which 
was” ippoſed to have been done by the count's 
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Valet, together with the manner of their deſer- 
tion : he deſcribed bis ſeparation from Fathom, 
their meeting st London, | the traffic they carried 
on in_copartnerſ{hip : and the misfortune that re- 
duced Ferdinand to the condition in which he was 
found by Melvite, Joo one 

After 'baving gratified the honeſt lawyer,” 
ſaid be, with a ſhare of the unfortunate Fa- 
tbom's ſpoils, and packed up all my own valuable 
efteds, my new auxiliary Maurice and I poſted 
to Harwith, embarked in the pacquet : boat, and 
nent day atrived at Helveotfloys; ſrom thence 
we repaired to the Hague, in order to mingle in 
the gaities of the place, and exerciſe- our talents 
at play, which is there cultivated with univerſal 
' eagerneſs : but, chancing to meet with an old ac- 
quaintance, whom I did not at all deſire to ſee, 
1 found it convenient to withdraw ſoftly to Rot- 
terdam; from whence: we ſet out for Antwerp; 
and having made a tour of the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands, ſet up our reſt at Bruſſels, and concericd 
a plan for laying the Flemings under contribu- 
tion, | end 
From our appearance we procured admiſſion 
into the moſt polite aſſemblies, and ſucceeded to a 
wonder in all our operations; until our career 
was unfortunately checked by the indiſcretion of 
my ally, who, being detected in the very act of 
conveying 'a card, was immediately introduced 
to a magiſtrate; and this miniſter of juſtice was 
Jo curious, inquifitive, and clear-fighted, that 
: count Maurice, finding it impoſſible to elude his 
| 5 875 was fain to ſtipulate” for his own 
270 e e of 
the law. I was accordingly apprehended, before 
-T knew the caule of my arreſt; and being unhap- 
5940785 kan! 1 2 
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zily. knawn by ſome ſoldiers of the prince's guard, 
my character turned out ſo little to the approba= 
tion of the inquiſitors, that all my effects were 


confiſcated for the benefit of the ſtate, and I was 
by a formal ſentence condemned to labour on the 
fortifications. all the days of my life; while Mau- 
rice eſcaped at the expence of five hundred ſtripes, 
which he received in public from the hands of the 
common executioner, _. Mb Hcy byes bc 
Thus have I, without evaſion or mental re- 
ſervation, given a faithful account of the ſteps by 
which I have arrived at this barrier, which is like- 
ly to be the ne plus ultra of my peregrinations, 
unleſs the generous count de Melvile will deign 
to interpoſe his intereſt in behalf of an old fellow- 
ſoldier, who may yet live to juſtify his media- 
tion. » * 

Renaldo had no reaſon to doubt the truth of 
this ſtory, every circumſtance of which. tend- 


ed to cotroborate the intelligence be had already 
| received touching the character of Fathom, 


whom he now conſidered with a double portion 
of abhorrence, as the moſt abandoned miſcreant 
that nature had ever produced. Tho' Ratchkali 
did not poſſeſs a much higher place in his opini- 
on, he tavoured him with marks of his bounty, 
and exhorted him, if poſfible, to reform his heart ; 
but be would by no means promiſe to interpoſe his 
credit in favour of a wretch ſel ff convicted of ſuch 
enormous villaay and fraud. He could not help 
moralizing upon this rencounter,. which inſpired 
him with. great contempt for human nature :. and 
next day he proceeded on his journey* with, a 
heavy heart, ruminating on the perfidy of man- 
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224 The Abventores UF 
proſpect of revenging all his calamities upon the 
Accurſed autor. a 
While he was e Bp 166 ets reveries, 
his carriage rolled along, an had already entered 
4 wood between Mons and Töutnay, when his 
dream was ſuddenly interrupted by the exploſion 
of ſeveral piſtols that were fired among the thic- 
kets at a little diſtance from the road. Rouſed 
at this alarm, he ſnatched his ſword that ſtood by 
him, and ſpringing from the chaiſe, ran directly 
towards the ſpot; being Cloſe followed by his va- 
jet, who had alighted and armed himſelf with a 
piſtol in each hand. About forty yards from the 
high- way they arrived in a little glade or open- 
ing, where they ſaw a ſingle man ſtanding at bay 
againſt five banditti, after having killed one of 
their companions, and loſt his own horſe that lay 
dead upon the ground. © | g 
Melvile ſeeing this odds, and immediately 
gueſſing their deſign, ruſhed among them without 
hefitation, and in an inſtant ran his ſword thro' 
the beart of one whoſe hand was raiſed to ſmite 
the gentleman behind, while he was engaged with 
the reſt in front. At the ſame time the valet 
diſabled another by a ſhot in the ſhoulder ; fo that 
the number being now equal on both ſides, a fu- 
rious combat enſued, every man being paired 
with an antagoniſt, and each having recourſe to 
ſwords, as all their pieces had been diſcharged. 
Renaldo's adverſary Radiag bimſelf preſſed with 
_ _ equal fury and kill, retreated gradually among 
the trees, until he vaniſhed altogether into the 
thickeſt of the wood; and his two companions 
followed his example with great eaſe, the valet 
de chambre being irn and the e 
art? , 11 BITOSIE TT fg DEMI. UT 1: 30 
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o much exhauſted by the wounds be had received 
before Renaldo's interpoſition, that when the 

young gentleman; approached to congratulate him 

on the defeat. of the robbers, he, in advancing to 

embrace his deliverer, dropt down motionleſs on. 


the gra 

"The c: count, with that warmth of ſympathy dad 
benevolence which was natural to his heart, liſted 
up the wounded' cavalier in his arms, and carried: 
him to tbe chaiſe, in which he was depolited,, 
while the valet de chambre reloaded his piſtols, 
and prepared for a ſecond attack, as they did not 
doubt that the banditti would return with a rein- 
forcement. However, before they re- appeared, Re- 
mido's driver diſengaged him from the wood, and: 
in leſs than a quarter of an hour they: arrived. at 
a village, where they halted for aſſiſtance to the: 
ſranger, who, tho' ſtill alive, had not recovered: 
the uſe of his ſenſes. 

After he was undreſſęd and laid it 4 warm bed; 
a furgeon examined his body, and found a wound 
in his neck by a ſword, and another in his tight 
ide occaſioned by a piſtol-ſhot ; ſo that his prog 
noſtic was very dubious :* mean while, he applied: 
proper dreſſings to both; and, in half an hour 
after this adminiſtration, the gen leman gave ſome: 
tatens of perception. He looked: around him 
with a Wwiidneſs of fury in his aſpect, as if he had 
thought himſelf in the hands of the robbers by 
whom he had been attacked: but, when he ſaw / 
me aſſiduity with which the by ſtanders exerted? » 
lhemſelvesin-his behalf; one raiſing His head from : 
e-pilow, while another exhorted him to Foals" {1 
low e little wine which was wafmed for the pur. 
12 when he beheld the ſympathiſing Wed 

al-prefent, and heard himſelf accoſted in. the: 
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mot cordial terms by the perſon. whom he recol- 
7 oo his beg 1050 Pre Vaniſhed 
countenance z. BOP AD +: hand 
Br it 0. his 1 1 wh ile the tears 
d fem B eyes, P 55 be God, ” faid 
E © that virtue and generoſity are fill, to be 
"ans. 5 Avon the ſons of men.“ 
very body in the apartment was affected by 
5 ex amation; and Melvile, above all the reſt, 
_ felt uch e emotions . as he could ſcarcely reſtrain. 
He intrested the gentleman to beliele himſelf 
in the midſt of TI friends. a as would effeQually 
ſecure him from all violence and moxrtification ; 
he conjured him to compoſe che perturbation of 
his ſpirits, and quiet the apprehenſions of his 
mind with that reflection; and proteſted, that he 
himſelf would. not quit the bouſe while his at- 
tendance © ſhould be deemed neceſſary. for the 
ſtranger” s Cure, or his converſation conducive to 
hi: amuſement. 
beſe aſſurances, conſidered with the heroic 
part which the young Hungarian bad already acted 
in his behalf, inſpired the cavalier with ſuch a ſub- 
lime idea of Melvile, that he gazed upon him with 
filent aſtoniſhment, as an angel ſent from. heaven 
for his ſuccour ; and in. the tranſport of bis gra- 
tifude, could not help exclaiming, <* Sure Pro- 
vidence hath ſtill ſomething. in reſerve for this 
ue TU wretch, in whoſe — 9 — ſuch a 


miracle of courage and generoſity hath inter- 
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eing e ted, with. proper care and at- 


e his conſt tution. in a little. time over- 
came the fever.;_ and at the. third, dreſfing, the | 


free, declared, bim out of all danger rom his 
| N d. ben Was Renaldo * with op- 
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—— of converſing with the patient, and of 
ng into, the particulars of his fortune and 
7 jp life, with a view to manifeft the incli- 
nation he f felt to ſerve him in his future occa- 
—_—_— 
-Fhe more this ſtranger contemplated the cha- 
rater of the count, the more his amazement in- 
creaſed, on account of his extraordinary bene vo- 
lence in faydur of a perſon whoſe merit he could 
not poſſibly know ; he even expreſſed his ſurprize 
on this ſubject to Renaldo, who at length told 
him, that, altho” his beſt offices ſhould always 
be ready for the occafions of any gentleman in 
diſtteſs, his particular attachment and regard to. 
him was improved by an additional conſidera- 
tion: *I am no ſtranger, faid he, to the 
riftues and honour of the gallant Don Diego de 
Zelos. i VIE: 
© Heaven atid earth!“ cried the ſtranger, 
farting from his ſeat with extreme emotion, do 
| then live to hear myſelf addreſſed by that long 
loſt appellation ! my Bent glows at the expreth- : 
on] my fpirits are kindled with a flame that 
thrills thro* every nerve ! Say, young gentleman, 
if you are really an inhabitant of earth, by what 
means are you | acquainted with the unhappy name 
of Zelos | 
In anſwer to this eager interrogation, Renaldo 1 
gave him to underſtand, that in the courſe of bis 
travels, he had reſided a ſhort time at Seville, 
where he had frequently ſeen Don Diego, and 
oſten heard his character mentioned with uncom- 
mo eſteem and veneration. „ Alas“ replied the 
Caſtilian, that juſtice is no longer done to the 
wretched Zelos ; his honours are blaſted, and his 
es Ib, a reputation 
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reputation canker-bitten — oth 
of, flander.” It r 6; 543d 24d o3gtr If 
He then; proceeded, to- unfold: his fortunes, 

as they have already been explained in the firlk 
volume of cheſe memoirs : at the recapitulation of 
Which, the heart of Melvile being intendered 
by his own calamities, was ſo deeply affected, 
that, be re- echoed the groans. of don Die go, 
and wept. over his ſufferings with the moſt IF 
ſympathy. When he repeated the ſtory of that 
cruel fraud, which was practiſed upon him by the 
faithleſs Fadini, Melvile,-whoſe mind and imagi- 
nation teemed with the villanies of Fathom, was 
immediately ſtruck with the conjecture of his be- 
ing the knave; becauſe, indeed, he could not be- 
lieve, that any other perſon was ſo abandoned, by 
principle and humanity, as to take ſuch a bar- 
barous ante of a wann in mu 


CHAP. LXIL. 


His return to England, and midnight pilgrimage to 
| Aonimia's tomb. 


tranſaction, which agreed. with his con- 
jectüre, and from the inquiries he made concern- 
ing the perſon of the traitor, gathered reaſons ſuf- 
ficient to confirm his ſuppoſition, Thus certified, 
That is the villain, cried the count, whoſe in- 
fernal arts have overwhelmed me. with ſuch mi- 


FH: conſidered the date of that unparalelled 


ſery as heaven itfelf hath no remedy to diſpel ! To 


b revenge my wrongs, on that perfidiqus miſcreant, 
is one of the chief reaſons for which I deign 
to drag about an hateful being. O don Diego! 
What is life, when all i its enjoy ments are ſo ealily 

| poiſoned 
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a man of ' honour, ſaid I, the unfortunate need 
„ no 
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| by the machinations of ſuch'a worm! 
So ſaying, he ſmote his breaſt in all the agony of 
woe, and beſought the Spaniard to relate the fteps 
he took in conſequence of this diſaſter,» | (7477 
be Caſtilian's cheeks reddened at this in- 
formation, which reinforced' his own reſentment, 
and caſting up his eyes to heaven, “ Sacred po- 
gs1-,(cried he) let him not periſh, before you 
bring bim within my reach. You aſk me, noble 
cavalier, what meaſures I took in this abyſs of mi- 
ſery. * For the firſt day, I was: tortured with ap- 
prehenſions for the friendly Fadini, fearing” that 
he had been robbed and murthered for the jewels! 
which be had, perhaps, too unwarily expoſed to 
ſale: but this terror ſoon vaniſhed before the true 
preſages of my fate; when, on the morrow, F 
found the whole family in tears and confuſion, 
and heard my landlord pour forth the moſt bitter” 
imprecations againſt the fugitive who had deflow- 
ered his daughter, and even robbed the houſe. 
You will aſk, which of the paſſions of my heart 
were intereſted on this oecaſion; they were ſhame 
and indignation : all my grief flowed in another- 
channe] : I bluſhed to find my judgment de- 
ceived : I ſcorned to complain; but in my heart 
denounced yengeance againſt my baſe betrayer. 
| filently retired to my apartment, in order to 
commune with my own thoughts. „ 
F'had bore greater calamities, without being 
driven to deſpair: I ſummoned all my fortitude to- 
my aſſiſtance, and reſolved to live in ſpite of af- 
fiction. 'T hus determined, I betook myſelf to the 
houſe” of à general officer, whole character was 
fait in the world ; and having obtained admiſſion 
in conſequence of my oriental appearance; - To. 


%% be ATS rf 
no introduction: my habit proelaims me 2 per. 
ſian z this paſſport from the States of Holland will 
confirm that ſuppoſition. 1 have been robbed of 
5 jewels, to z confiderable-value,' by a wretch whom 
favbured> with my confidence; and now, re- 
duced to extreme indigence, I come ko offer my- 
ſelf as 2 ſoldiet in the armies of France. I have 
health and ſtrength ſufficient to diſcharge that du- 
ty : nor am I unacquainted wich a millitary life, 
therefore ſue for your protection, that I may be 
received, though in the loweſt order of them that 
ſerve the king; and that your future favour may 
depend upon my behaviour in that capacity.” 
The general, ſurprized at my declaration, ſur- 
veyed me with uncommon attention; he peruſed 
my certificate, aſked divers queſtions concerning 


the art of war, to which I returned ſuch anſwers 


as convinced him that I was not wholly ignorant 
in that particular. In ſhort,” I was inliſted as a 
volunteer in his own regiment, and ſoon after 
| to the rank of a ſubaltern, and the office 
ef-equerry to his oon fon, who, at that time, had 
attained to the degree of colonel, though his age 
did not exceed eighteen years. 

> This young man was naturally of a ferocious 


difpoktion, which had been rendered quite un- 


traftable by the pride of birth and fortune, toge- 
ther with the licence of his education. As he did 
net know the reſpect due to à gentleman, ſo 


he could not poſſibly pay it to thoſe who were 
unſortunately under his command. Divers mor- 
ttißicstionms | ſuſtained with that fortitude which 

became a Caſtilian who lay under obligations to 
the father ; till at length, laying aſide all deco- 
Sacred heaven 1 he fmote 


rum, he ſmote me. | 
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don 25 aalen ep ue Fr 1 
” 20 FD! £0 I; Ad noc Has; 
9 ſword been desen with Sectſalions 
it would of itſelf have ſtatted ſtom the ſcabbard, 
at this indignity offered to its maſtet. I un- 
theathed it —— ſaying, Know, 
inſolent boy, he is a gentleman — 
thus outraged ; and thou haſt; cancelled the ties 
which bave hitherto reſtrained my indignation.” 
His ſervants would have — but he com 
manded them to retire ; and fluſhed with that 
confidence which the impetuoſity of his temper: 
inſpired, he drew, in his turn, and attacked me 
with redoubled rage; but his dexterity being very 
unequal to his courage, he was ſoon diſarmed 
and overthrown ; ven pointing my {word te nis 
breaſt, In conſideration of thy youth end ig- 
notance, ſaid I, I ſpare that liſe which thou haſt: 
forſeited by thy ungenerous preſump tion.“. 
With theſe words J put up my weapons retired 
through the midſt of his domeſtics, who ſeeing 
their maſter ſafe, did not think proper 10 oppoſes 
my paſſage, and mounting my horſe; in tefs than 
two hours entered the Auſtrian : dortiinions; re 
ſolving to proceed as far as Holland, that I might 
embark in the. firſt ſhip for Spain, in order to 
waſh away, with my own blood; or that of m 
enemies, the erul dan which hath _— 6cfiled 1 
my reputation. nns n 4 
This was the ieee that Kü corroded my 
heart, and rendered 8 the inhuman ſa- 


erißiee I had made to my injured hondur. Ph 
was the conſideration that inceflantly prompted, 
and fill me to run every riſque of l 


and fortune, rather than leave my fame under 
1 eure I purpoſe 1 


Int. WR Raving gt r a 
e Jam apt to _ 


voice of heaven 1. of that providence which ma- 


nifeſted its u. ſuch generoue auxi- 
bon 5 e When 1 Was overpowered by ban- 
very firſt yon of Ta expedition.” _ 

Having in this manner gratified the curioſity 
of his r, he expreſſed a deſire of kriowing 
the quality of him to whom he was ſo ſignally 
obliged ; and Renaldo did not ſcruple to make the 

lian acquainted with his name and family: 

he likewife communicated” the tory of his — 
tunate love, with all the ſymptoms of unutterable 
woe, which drew tears from the noble-hearted 
Spaniard, while with a groan that announced the 
load Which overwhelmed his ſoul, „I had a 
daughter, ſaid he, ſuch as you deſeribe the peer- 
leſs Menimia, had heaven decreed her for the 
arms of fuch a lover, I, who am now the moſt 
wretched, ſhould have been the moſt happy pz- 
rent upon l earth " 


Thus did theſe new Minde alternately indulge 


their mutual ſorrow, and concert meaſures for 


their future opetations. Melvile earneftly ſolli- 


cited the Caftilian to favour him- with his compa- 


ny to England, where, in all probability, both. 


would enjoy the gloomy ſatisfaction of being re- 
venged upon their common betrayer Fathom ; 
and as a farther inducement, he afſured him, that 


3 as ſoon as he ſhould have accompliſhed. the me- 
= Lncholy purpoſes of his voyage, he would ac- 


company don Diego to Spain, and employ bi 
hole intereſt and 8 in his Ge.” The: 
Soariiard; thunderftruck at the extravagant gepe- 


 rolity of this propoſal, could. ſcarces believe. tbe 
evidence of his own ſenſes, and after ſome pauſe, 


_ ATT would teach me whey mm 
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command von ſhould think proper to . 
but here my inclination and intereſt are ſo agteer 
1 fattered, that I ſhould, be equally, upgrateful. | 
pd unwiſe, in pretending to comply, with res 
ern ee cid $7, 2] 
This point being ſettled, they moved forwards i 
to Mons, as ſoon as don Diego was in a condition 
to bear the ſhock of ſuch a removal; and there. 
remaining until his wounds were perfectiy cured, 
they hir A poſt-chaiſe for Oflend, embarked in "_ 
a veſſel at that port, reached the oppoſite orte 
of England, after à ſhort and eaſy paſſage, and... 
atriveck in London without having met with, any... 
fiaiſter accident on the ro. 
As they approached this capital, Renaldo's; 
pict ſeemed to regurgitate with redoubled vis: 
ence. His memory was waked to the moſt minute 
and painful exertion of its faculties z his imagins- 
tion teemed with the moſt afMliting images, and 
his impatience became ſo ardent, that neyer Jo- 
ver panted more eagerly for the confummatien of 
his withes, than Melvile for an opportune Wh 
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ſtretching himſelf upon the grave of the loſt . 
nimĩa. e be Caſtilian was aſtoniſhed „as well as 
iffected at the poignancy of his grief, which, as 
a proof of his ſuſceptibility and virtue, endeared 
him fill more to his affection 3 and though his 
own misfortunes had rendered bim very unfit ſor 
the office of a comforter, he endeavoured, by, 
lothing diſcourſe, to moderate the exceſs of his 
„„! 
Though it was dark when, they, alighted at the 
inn, Melvifz ordered à coach to be called, and 
being attended by the Spaniard, who would not 
be perfuaded to quit him upon ſuch, an; occalion,... © 
be_Tepaired to the boufe of the generous 4 | 
2 TORE : w le 
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whoſe'theum diftied very plentifull) at his ap- 
proach. © The” count had already acquitted him- 
ſelf in point of pecutiiary obligations to this bene- 
went Hebrew; and now, after having made 
© ſuch —— —— as might be expected from 
à youth of his diſpofition, he begged to know b 
rrat channel be had received that letter, whic 
be had been fo Kind as to forward to Vienna. 
_  Jothua, Who was ignorant” of the contents of 
2.) 8 and faw the young gentleman ex- 
trethely moved, would have eluded his enquiry, 
by preteiiding lie bad forgot the circumſtance ; 
but When He underſtood the nature of the caſe, 
Which was not explained without the manifeſta- 
tion of the utmoft inquietude, he heartily con- 
doled the defponding loyer, telling him he. had in 
vaitt employed all his intelligence about that un- 
fortunate beauty, in conſequence of 'Melvile's 
- Ritert6 him 1 and then directed 
bim to the "Houſe of that pb 
No fooner did he receive this information tha 
ke took his leave abruptly, with promiſe of re- 
turning next day, and Ried him to the lodgings of 
that" pentleman,. whom he was lucky enough to 
find at home. Being favoured with a private au- 
dience, 'When 1 tell you, faid he, that my 
name is Renaldo count de Melvile, you will 
Know me to be the moſt unforturiate of men. By 
; that letter, which you committed to the charge of 
ily worthy friend Joſhua, the fatal veil was re- 
moved" from” my eyes, which had been fo long 
darkened by the artifices of incredible deceit, and 
| wy own incurable miſery fully preſented to my 
ebe 7 3155.30 AN ER IVE UT PAIR Gregg, 
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view, If you were acquainted with the unhappy fair, 
who bath fallen a vi im to my miſtakes you WII. 
en idea of the inſufferable pangs Which 

naw Jfeel in recollecling ber fate. If you have 
compaſſion for theſe ;pangs, you will not refuſe. to 
conduct me to the ſpot where the dear remains of 
Monimia are depoſited ; there let me enjoy a full 
banquet. of woe ; there Jet me feaſt that worm of 
ſotroy that preis upon my heart: ſor ſuch enter- 
tainment have ] reviſited this (to me) ill-omened 
ile : for this ſatisfection I inttude upon your con- 
leſcenſion at theſe unſeaſonable hours; for to ſuch 
a degree of impatience is my affliction whetted, 
that no Number ſhall aſſail mine eyelids, no peace 
reſide within my boſom, until I ſhall have adored 
that, earthy ſhrine where my Monimia hes! Vet 
vould I know the circumſtances of her fate. Did 
heaven ordain no angel to minifter to her diſtreſs? 
vere her laſt moments comfortleſs ? ha] was not 
ſhe abandoned to indigence, to. inſults; left in 
the power of that inhuman viilain who betrayed 
us both ! Sacred heaven! why did providence 
190 at tlie triumph of ſuch conſummate per- 
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of 5 The, phyſician having litened with compl placen - 
o MW 7 © chis effuſion, replied, It is my profeſſioh, 


is my nature to ſympathize with the afflicted. I 
1y I #2 a judge of your feelings, becauſe I know the 
ill WM value of your loſs. I attended tbe incomparable 
By Monimia in her laſt illneſs, and am well enough 
of quainted with her ſtory, to conclude, that ſhe 
e- e ſacrifice to an unhappy miſunderſtanding, 
ng effected and fomented by that traitor who/abuſed 
nd eur mutual confidence... 
ny He then proceeded to inform bim of all the 
M. N Ntieulars which we have already recorded, touch- 
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| ing the deſtiny of the beauteous orphan, and con- 
1 cluded with N him hie Was ready to yield him 
| any" other ſatisfaction Which it was in his power to 
1405 The circumſtances" of the tale had put 
enaſdo's ſpirits into ſuch commotion, that be 
coult utter hothing but ipterjections and uncon- 
nected Words, When Fathom's behaviour was 
deſcribed; be ttembled with fierce agitation, ſtart- 
ed from his chair, pronouncing, © Monſter ! 
mend! but we ſhall one day meet.” 
When he was made acquainted with the bene- 
volence of the French lady, he exclaimed, <- O 
' © heaven-born charity and compaſſion ! ſure that 
muſt be ſome ſpirit of grace ſent hither to miti- 
gate the tortures of life] where ſhall I find her, 
to offer up my thanks and adoration ? ** Having 
heard the concluſion” of the detail, he embraced 
the relarer,' as the kind benefactor of Monimis, 
med a flood of tears in his boſom, and preſſed 
dim to crown the obligation, by conducting him 
to the ſolitary place where now ſhe ſted from a 
P—! ˙ a 
-+ "The gentleman perceiving the tranſports of his H |. 
grief were ſuch as could not be oppoſed, com- A 
plied wich his requeſt, attended bim in the vebi- - 
cle, and directed the coacbman'to drive to a ſc- f |; 
queſtered feld, at ſome diſtance from the city, 
where food the church, within whoſe awful iſle Y 
this ſcene was to be acted. The ſexton being | 
ſummoned from his bed, produced the keys, in g 
conſequence of a gratification, after the phyſician 0 
bad communed wich bim apart, and explained 
the intention of Renaldo's Viſ ite. 
During this pauſe, the ſoul of Melvile was be 
wound up to the higheſt pitch of enthuſiaſtic ſor bi 
w. The uncommon darkneſs of the Wert the Wy © 
Arno ſolema 
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ſolemn, filence, and lonely ſituation of the place, 


copfpired with the occaſion of his, coming, and 
the'difmal images of his fancy, to produce a real 
Ty gloomy expectation, Which the whole 
worl 255 not have perſuaded him to diſap- 
int. The clock ſtruck twelve, the owl (cre 

ed fromthe ruined battlement,, the door was o- 
pened dy the ſexton, who, by the light of a glim- 
mering taper, conducted the deſpairing lover to a 
dreary iſle, and ſtamped upon, the ground with 
his tot, ſaying, © Here the young lady lies in- 
terre.“ 11 | 445 , 4 | | | 


'M:lvile no ſooner received this intimation, 
than falling on his knees, and preſſing his lips to 
the hallowed earth: „Peace, cried he, to the 
gentle tenant of this ſilent habitation.” Then 
turning, to the byſtanders, with a bloodſhot eye, 
ſaid, & Leave me to the full enjoyment, of this 
orcation : my grief is too delicate to admit the 
company.even of my friends: the rites to be per- 
formed. require. privacy : adieu then, here muſt I 
pals the night alone.” 15 


# 


The doctor, alarmed at this declaration, which 
he was afraid imported ſome reſolution fatal to his 
own life, began to repent of having been acceſſa- 
ry. to the . viſit, attempted to diſſuade him from 
his. purpoſe, and finding bim obſtinately. deter 
mined, called in the aſſiſtance of the ſexton and 
coachman, and ſollicited the aid of don Diego, 
7 force Renaldo from the execution of his de- 


n.. 8383 e "6b 88180 
"The Caſtilian, knowing his friend was then ve- 
ty unht for common altercation, interpoſed in the 
diſpute, ſaying, ** You need not be afraid that 
he will obey the dictates of deſpair ; his religion, 
bis honour will baffle ſuch temptations ; he hath 
A 


* 


miſery and care? no more th 


SES anita! 

E OTH ABVEnTURES of 1 
Ken itech to roter ve his Jife for the occaſions of his 

end; and he af net be diſappointed in his pre- 
ſent aim.” In order to corroborate this peremp- 
tory" addreſs, Which was defivered in the French 
"language, be unſheathed, his fword, and the others 
retroatiug at fight of his ay le „ Count, ſaid 
he, enjoy your grief in full tranſport : I will 
Foreen* you from interruption, though at the ha- 
zard of my lite; and while you give a looſe to 
forrow, within that ghaſtly vault, I will watch til 


morning in the parch, and meditate upon the ruin 


of my own family and peace.” 
He accordingly prevailed upon the phyſician t 
retire, after he had fatisfied the ſexton, and or- 
dered the coachman to return by break of day. 
Renaldo thus left alone, proſtrated himſcli up- 
on the grave, and poured forth ſuch lamentations 
s would have drawn tears from the moſt ſavage 


 Hearer. He called aloud upon Monimia's name, 


« Are theſe the nuptial joys to which our fate 
hath doomed us ? Is this the fruit of thoſe endear- 
ing hopes, that intercourſe divine, that raptured 
admiration, in which ſo many hours inſenſibly e- 
lupſed l where now are thoſe attractions, to which 


_ I yielded up my captive heart? quenched are 


thoſe. genial eyes that gladdened. each. beholder, 


and ſhone the planets of my happineſs and peace 


cold! cold and withered are thoſe lips that ſwell- 
ed with love, and far out-bluſhed the damaſk 
roſe ! and ah! for ever ſilenced is that tongue, 
whoſe eloquence had power 50 lull the pangs of 

my attention be 
raviſhed with the muſic of that voice, which: uſed 
to thrill in ſoft vibrations to my ſoul! O fainted 
ſpirit ! O unſpotted ſhade of her whom I adored; 
ef her whoſe memory I ſhall ſtill revere with 
To . eyer- 
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 exer-bleeding ſorrom and regret; of her whaſe 
image will de the laſt idea that forſakes this hap- 
les boom] now art thou conſcious of my inte- 

ity and love; nom doſt thou behold the anguiſh 

WH that I feel. If the pure eſſence af thy nature will 
Wh permit, wilt thou, ah ! wilt chou indulge this 
wretched youth with ſome. kind fignal of thy no- 
tice, with ſome token of thy approbation ? wilt 
thou allume a medium of embodied air, in ſem- 
blance of that lovely form, which now lies 
mouldering in this dreary tomb, and ſpeak. the 
words of peace to my diſtempered ſoul ! Return, 
Monimia ! appear, though but for one ſhort mo- 
ment, to my longing eyes | vouchſafe one ſmile ; 
Renaldo will be fatished ; Renaldo's heart will be 
it teſt; his grief no more will overflow its banks, 
but glide with equal current to his lateſt hour ! 
Alas ! theſe are the raving of my delirious ſorrow ! 
Monimia hears not my complaints; her ſoul, 
ſublimed far, far above all ſublunary cares, en- 
joys that felicity, of which ſhe was debarred on 
earth, In vain I ſtretch theſe eyes, environed 
with darkneſs undiſtinguiſhing and void: no ob- 
ect meets my view; no ſound ſalutes mine ear, 
except the noiſy wind that whiſtles through theſe 
vaulted caves of death.” | 

In this kind of exclamation did Renaldo paſs 
the night, not without a certain ſpecies of woful 
enjoyment, which the ſoul is often able to conjure 
bp from the depths of diſtreſs ; inſomuch, that 
when the morning intruded on his privacy, he 
could ſcarce believe it was the light of day, ſo faſt 
tad fected the minutes of his devotion. 

His heart being thus diſburthened, and his.impa- 
tierce gratified, he became ſo calm and compoſed, . 
that don Diego was equally pleaſed and aſtonilhed 


— 
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intimation of bis ofs; that à few fuch feaſt; 
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e with the coach, and accompanied them 


Clement, the benefactreſs of ——— to whom 
ginable punctuality on both ſides- Melvile had 


| — ber tear 


The Fee, of - 
at the 4 of ſerenity with which he came e forth 
und embraced him with warm acknowledgment 
of his goodneſs and attachment: be frankly own- 
ed, that his mind was now more at eaſe than he 
Had ever found it, ſinde he Hrſt received the fatal 


would l entirely moderate the keen appetite of his 
—— which he Would afterwards feed with leß 
He alſo impirted to the” Caftiliz ian, the plan 
of a monument, which he had defigned for the 
incotnparable Monimia ; and don Diego was ſo 
much ſtruck with the deſcription, that he ſoli- 
cited his advice in ptrojeQting another, of a diffe- 
rent nature, to be erected to the memory of his 
own ill-fated wife and daughter, ſhould he ever 
be ale” to Ar himſelf in Spain. 


4 
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55 Her renews the rites of ſorrow, and i is emtranced, 
= H I LE they. amuſed cheefelves with 

this fort of converſation, the phyſician 


back to their inn, where he left them to'their re- 
polſey after having promiſed to call again at noon, 
and conduct Renaldo to the houſe of madame 


he eagerly deſired to be introduced. 
The a nt was obſerved: with an ima- 


arrayed himſelſ in a fuit of deep mourning, — 


he found the good lady in the like habit, 
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was manifeſt in her countenance 3 the ſenſibility 
2 * = > 8 ol 
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diſcovered irfelf in a flood of tears, 
ſhed at her appearance. His ſenſations 
* utterance; nor was ſhe, for ſome 
time, able to give him welcome: while ſhe led 
him by the to à ſeat, the drops of { 
rulhed into either eye; and at length 
filence, ſay ing, Count, we muſt — in 
the diſpenſations of providence ; and quiet the 
tranſports of our grief, with a full aſſurance that 
Monimia is 
- This name was the key 3 N 
culty of his ſpeech. I muſt ſtrive, ſaid he, to 
eaſe the anguiſh of my heart with that conſola- 
tion. But ſay, humane, — lady, to whoſe 
compaſſion: and generoſity that hapleſs orphan. was 
indebted for the laſt peaceful moment ſhe enjoyed 
upon earth; ſay, in all your acquaintance with 
human nature, in all your intercourſe with the 
daughters of men, in all the exerciſe of your cha- 
rity- and /beneficence, did you ever obſerve. ſuch 
ſweetneſs, purity, and truth; ſuch beauty, ſenſe, 
and perfection, as that which was the inheritance 
of her whoſe fate I ſhall for ever deplore ? , She 
was —— replied the _ the beſt and — 
- 1. Nat CHE ART 1: 
15 was the beginning — 3 
ing that lovely victim, in the courſe of which, he 
explained thoſe wicked arts which Fathomwrac- 
tiſed to alienate his affections from the adorable 
Monimia ; and ſhe deſcribed the cunning hints 
and falſe inſinuations by which that traitor had 
aperſed the unſuſpecting lover, and ſoiled his 
character in the opinion of the virtuous or- 
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whole 


mutual ruin 3 and his ſoul was inflamed with ſuch 


diate enquiry about the perfidious author of his 


Vn ſo covered with infamy, that no perſon could 
ſome ſtain of diſhonour ; that he was, at preſent, 


myſtery of Monimia s behaviour, which 
he could not before explain, now ſtood diſ- 
cloſed before him: he ſaw: the gradual progreſs of 
thit:anfernal plan, which! had been laid for their 


deſire of vengeance, that he would bave taken his 
leave abruptly, in order to ſet on foot an imme- 


wrongs, that he might exterminate ſuch a monſter 
of- iniquity from the face of the earth; but he 
ns teſtrained by madame Clement, who gave 
im to underſtand, that Fathom was already over- 
taken by the | vengeance: of heaven: for ſhe bad 
traced him in all the courſe of bis fortune, from 
his firſt appearance in the medical ſphere to his to- 
tal eclipſe. She repreſented the villain as a wretch 
altogether unworthy of his attentiong ſhe ſaid, he 


enter the liſts againſt him, without bearing away 


peculiarly- protected by the law, and ſheltered 
from r of rn in ere 
-his diſgrace. '1 

Melvile, * with rage, . that he 
was a Venomous ſerpent, which it was incumbent 
on every foot to cruſt 3: that it was the duty of 
man to contribute his whole power in * 

ſociety from ſuch a pernicious hypocrite; 

4 if. ſuch inſtances of perfdy and ingratitude 
were ſuffered to paſe with impunity, virtue and 
would ſoon be expelled from: the ha 
bitations of men. Over and above theſe n 
tives, ſaid he, Ion myſelf ſo vitiated with. 
allay of human paſſion and infirmity;? ns 


fire, 1 pant for an occaſion of meeting 
— L [may Apbrai f. 
Wi 


* 
1 - 
— 
* 


Fx piwanDiCount Far n]. 243 

vi his trenchery, and ſhower down .vengeanes 4, | 

nd deſtruction on hisiperfidious head. 
Then he recounted! the | ariecdotes of our ads, 
rentuirery which he bad learned in Germany and. 

Flinders, and concluded with declating his unalsc: 
erable>refotution- oſ releaſum him from jail, that 


he might have an opportunity of ſacrificing him, 
vith his den hand, to the manes of Mon mia, 


The diſcreet lady, perceiving the perturbatiog of 
u mind, would not further combat the impetuo- 
ity-of his-paſſion ; contenting herſelf with exacb- 
ug a promiſe, that he would not execute his pur 
wle) until he ſhould have deliberated three days: 
won the conſequences by which a ſtep of that 
kind might be attended © before the expiration // 
that term, ſhe thought meaſures might be ta- 
len to prevent the young gentleman from 
poling his . or pen to unncceſly ts. 
K * 1 1885 
Having ——_— with ber ay in this par- 
icular, he took his leave, after he had, by re, 
pated-entreaties, prevailed upon her to accept a 
— in token of his veneration for the kind . 
af his deceaſed Monimia: nor could His 
ebe ſatisfiod, until he had forced; a 
uſiderable preſent on the humane phyſician, Nie 
attended her in ber laſt moments, kama 
wvered a pantioular ſympathy and concern 
ending lover. | Fhis gentleman attend 
in m to the — the benevolent 3 
V dinede and where. don Diego was r 
eds in the moſt fervid terms of friend 
de1good wes of heir hoſt. Not that 
rn preſenct of the fit 
_ === 
be ion ae the ph acloradinr 
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roy er that ranger i in one apartment 
Melvile withdrew into another, with the Jew, to 
whom he diſclofed the affair of the Caſtilian, with 
certain enden w__e ſhall,” in due time, 
be revealed; 

Joſhua's cutioſity bebe | ke by this Informa- 
tion, he could not help eying the Spaniard at table, 
with fuch a particular ſtare, that don Diego per- 
ceived his attention, and took umbrage at the free- 


dom of his regard. Being unable to conceal his] f 
diſpleaſure, he Sade himſelf to the Hebrew, 
with great ſolemnity, in the Spaniſh tongue, fayſ-* 
ing. £* Signior, is there any ſingularity in mi 
appearance? or, do n recollect the features 1 
"don Diego de Zelos ? ”” f 
* or don Diego, replied the other in pur 
Caſtilian, I crave your pardon for the rudeneſs H d 
© my curiofity, which prompted me to ſurvey a no th 
dleman, whoſe character I revere, and to who K 
- misfortunes I am no ſtranger; indeed, were cu 
rioſity alone concerned, ſhould be without e 7 
cuſe, but as I am beartily inclined to ſerve you ed 
i far as my weak abilities extend, I hope you". 
3 will not impute any little involunta 
als of punetilio to N want. of cordiality ofa 
eee. | tit 
Tbe Spaniard was not diy appeaſed by tb ber 
b Per alſo: affected with the complimen fol 
the language in which it was conveyed. ot 
thanked the ow for bis kind declaration, intreaſ for 
ending bear with the peeyiſhneſs of a diſpofſf fir 
tion, fore my the galing band of affliction; .the 
turning up his, eyes to heaven, Were it pol 97 
ble, cried Abe, ys; fate to reconcile cotitradictiong: / 
und recal the irremeable current of events, lea 


vi n now _— that e was ee 6 
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reſerye. for the forlorn Zelos: now that I tread 
the land of freedom and hut . 
find myſelf -befriended by the moſt generous of 
men. Alas ! I aſk not happineſs! if by the kind 
endeavours of the gallant count de Melvile, to 
whom I am already indebted for my life; and by 
the efforts of his friends, the honour-of my name 
ſhall be purified and cleared from the poiſonous 
ſtains of malice, by which it is at pteſent ſpottec; 
I ſhall then enjoy all that ſatisfaction, which de- 
ſtiny can beſtow upon a wretch whoſe woes are 
incurable.” 2. ee I UB eee, 
Renaldo comforted him with the aſſurance of 
bis being on the eve of triumphing over his adver- 
faries; and Joſhua confirmed the conſolatien, by 
giving him to underſtand, that he had correſpon- 
dents in Spain, of ſome influence in the Rate ; 
that he had already written to them on the ſub- 
jet of don Diego, in conſequence of à letter 
which BE received from * — 
farried at Mons, and that he, every poſt; expect- 
ed a favourable anſwer on that ſubject. 
After dinner, the phyſician took his leave, 
though not before he had promiſed to meet Re- 
naldo at night, and accompany him in the repe- 
tition of his midnight viſit to Monimia's tomb: 
ot this pilgrimage the unfortunate youth re- 
ſolved nightly to perform, during the whole time 
of his refidence in England: it was, indeed, a 
ſort of pleaſure, the proſpect of which enabled 
him to bear the toil of living through the Hay; 
though. his patience was almoſt quite eshauſted 
Abetorg the hour of affignation arrived... 
„ > When. the. doCtor appeared with the coach, he 
leaped into it with great eagerneſs; after he had, 
þ with mpch dificulty, prevatled wirb Gen Diego to 
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may at home, on scuů˙nt of his health, which 
"thowever,/ would not comply with his requeſt, un. 
til he had obtained the cbunt's promiſe, that he 


mould be permitted to actompany him vext night, 
and take that duty al wih the phy ſic ian. 


About midnight they reached the place, where 
they found the ſexton in waiting; according to the 
Orders he had received: the door was opencd, the 
mournor condutted to the tomb, and left, as be- 
© 4fore, to the gloom of his own/ meditations. A- 


Fein he laid himſelf on the cold ground; again he 


dtenewed his lamentable ſtrain; his imagination 
began ta be heated into an extaſy of: enthuſiaſm, 
Auting which, he again fervently invoked the ſpi- 
it of his dectaſed Monim ia. 

ls the midi of cheſe invocations, his ear was 
ſuddenly invaded with the ſound of Tome: few ſo- 
Jemn notes, iſſuing from the organ, which ſeem- 
ad to feel the impulſe of an invitible band... 
At this awful falutation, Melvile was rouſed to 


_ © the keeneſt ſenſe of ſurprize and attention: reaſon 


dune before the thronging ideas of bis fancy, 
aich repreſented this muſick as the prelude. to 
ſothething ſtrange and ſupernatural; and while he 
- - owfited for the ſequel, the place was ſuddenly illu- 
minated; and each ſurrounding object brought un- 
er the bognizance of his yore 

What paſſed within his mind on this occaſion, 
s hot eaſy to be deſcribed: all his faculties were 
ſwallowed up by thoſe of ſetiog and of bearing: 
+ the häd mechanically raiſed: himſelf upon one 
Eke, wich his body adyancing Forwards ; and in 
this attitude he gazed with a look, through which 


| © his! foul ſeemed enger to eſcape. Lo his view, 


thus ſtrained upon vacant ſpace, in a few, minutes 


1 N t | NM appear ed 


4 8 * . 
4 «a. XX i a> 81 . 


+ 4 — 
_ 6 g . : 


, ̃ê TE EGGS Lo. moe 3 oo fois 


4 = 2 n a 


FerDinand Count FATHOx. 


red the figure of a woman arrayed in white, 
with a veit chat covered her face, and flowed down 
upon her back and ſhoulders: The phantome ap- 
ede kim wieh an eaſy ſtep, and, liſting up 
eily diſcovered: (believe it, O reader) * 
— countenance of Monimia. 
At ſighit of theſe well known features, ut 2 
y improved with new celeſtial graces, the youth 
became a ſtatue, expreſſing amazement, love, 
and awful adoration. He ſa the apparition ſmile 
with meek benevolence, divine compaſſion, warm- 


death could not extinguiſh-: he heard the voice 
of his Monimia call Renaldo! Thrice he eſſayed 
to anſwer; as oft his tongue denied its office : 
his hair ſtood upright, and a cold vapour ſeemed 


but the infirmity of human nature, 2 — by 
the preſence of a ſuperior being. my 

At length his agony: was overcome; he rocol- 
lected: all his reſolution, and in a ſtrain of awe» 
Rruck rapture, thus addreſſed the heavenly viſi- 
tant. Haſt thou then heard, pure ſpirit F the 
- wailings of my grief ? haſt thou Heſcended from 


; thou dome to ſpeak the words of 


peace to my de- 


the load of miſery and care from the afflicted 
n, breaſt; 29 fill thy lover's heart with joy and plea- 
ic oh © fing hope, was al the darling taſk of my Moni- 


mortality can never attain 4 no wonder then, 
* Vieſt/ made, chat now, when reunited to thy na- 


'beneficent to us, who groan in this inhoſpitable 
_ val of ſorrow: thou haſt left: tell me, ah! tell 
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ed and intendered by that fond, pure fame, which 


to thrill through every nerve. This was not fear, 


the realms: of bliſs, / in pity to my woe? and art 

ſoul ? To bid the wretched ſmile ; te lift 
mia, eite yet refined to that perfection, which 
tive "RY thou art ſtill kind, propitions, and 
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me, doſt thou ſtill remember thofe fond hours we 
paſſed together? Dab at enlightened boſom 
feel. a pang of ſoft regret, When thou recalleſl 
our fatal ſeparation? Sure that mrekened glance 
beſpeaks thy ſythpathy AW} how that'tender look 
o'erpowers me”! Sacred heaven the pearly drops 
of pity trickle down thy cheeks ! Such * the 
tears that angels ſhed oer man's diſtreſs ! Turn 
not away: thou beckoneſt me to follow): yes, 1 
will follow thee, ætherial ſpirit;- as far as theſe 
weak limbs, encumbeted with mortality, will 

dear my weight; and, would to heaven! I could, 
with eaſe, put off theſe vile, 'corporeal' ſhackles, 
and attend thy flight?” 
_ \So-ſaying, he Rarted fron the ground, and in 
a tranſport of eager expectation, at awful diſtance, 
traced the ſootſte ps of the apparition, which en- 
tering a-detached* apartment, funk down upon a 
| chair, and with a-hgh exclaimed, Indeed, this 
is too much! What was the diſorder of Renal- 
do's mind, when he perceived this phænomenon 
Before reflection could perform its office, moved 
by à ſudden i „ he ſprung for warde, crying, 
it be to touch thee; let me die! and 
caught in his arms, not the ſhadow; but the 
warm ſubſtance of the all- accoplſhed Monimia. 
+ Myſterious. powers of providence?” this is no 
phantome-! this is no ffrade ! this is the life! the 
panting boſom of het whom I have ſo long, ſo 
bitterly, deplored-! 1 fold her in my arms } preſs 
her glowing breaſt to mine! 1 ſee hef bluſh with 
virtous pleaſure and inge fudus love Ihe ſmiles 
upon me with inchanting endernels f let me ha 
gage on that tranſcendent 0 which the more * 
1 view it lies che mere! a e are” 
Ing ents, $US; __ while. L gaze: b ' Mercify! 1 
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heaven I is not this a mere illuſion df alle brain? 
Was the, not fled, for ever? Had not the cold 
hand of death diyorced her from my hope? This 
muſt. he! ſome Aattering viſion of my diſtempered 
fancy f perhaps ſome ſoothing dream: if ſuch it 
be, grant, O Nene pen voen! ! that Jan 2 
ver wake. 
« Opentle youth |, (pied the Nee My 
phan, ſtill claſped in his embrace) what joy now 
fills the boſom of Monimia, at this triumph of thy 
virtue and thy love? When I ſee theſe tranſports 
of thy affection, when I find thee reſtored to that 
place in my eſteem and admiration, Which thbu 
hadft loft by the arts of calumny and malice] this 
WW 62 meeting which my moſt ban Barer pu 
not prefage !*? R 
So entirely were the faculties of REELS hi 
WH crofled in the contemplation of his reſtored: Mo- 
una, that he ſaw not the reſt; of the company, 
who.wept-with tranſport over this affectiag ſeene: 
de was therefore amazed at the interpoſition' of 
madame Clement, who, while the ſhower of fram- 
8 pleaſure bedewed her cheeks, congratu- 
* the lovers upon this happy event, crying, 
beſe are the joys which virtue calls her owns? - 
They. alſo receiyed the compliments. of à reve- 
rend | Clerg man, who told Monimia, ſhe bad reap- - 
ed, at laſt; the fruits of that pious reſignation to 
the; will of heaven, which ſhe had ſo devoutly - 

pratiſed during the term of her affliction: and, 
laſtly, they were accoſted by the phyſician, Who 
was not quite ſo hackneyed in the ways of death, 
or ſo callous to the 1 25 ſenſations of the ſouly but 
that he blubbered 1 while he petitioned 
ark in behalf of ſuch an accompliſhed: and de- 
8 23 mou” Ne 8 / 1 MM ad . 2 * 94 ee 
"Ms Monimia 
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2 Mogimia taking madame "Clement by the 
| hand, 4+ Whatever joy. ſaid the, Renaldo de- 
rives from this occahon, is owing to the bounty, 
the compaſſion, and maternal care of this incom- 
| e lady, together with the kind admonitions 
and 1 of theſe two worth p, tentlemen.” 
Ve Melvile, whoſe pathons were ſtill in agitation, 
and whoſe mihd could not yet 1 eſt the incidents 
that, occurred, embraced t | by turns, * 
like the faithful needle, which t though ſhaken, for 
an inftant, from its poize, immediately regains its 
true direction and points invariably to the pole, he 
foon-returned to his Monimia ; again he held her 
in his arms; again he, drank "ie, en arte from 
her eyes, and thus red forth the effuſions of 
his ſwul. „ Can I then truſt the evidence of 
ſenſe? And art thou really to my with reſtored ? 
Never, O never did thy beauty ſhine with fuch 
\ bewitehing grace, as that which now confounds 
and. captivates my view] ſure there is ſomething 
more than mortal in thy looks] where haft thou 
1 lived? where borrowed this perfection? whence 
| art thou now deſcended? Oh1 I am all amaze- 
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yet om Wees to hoard 
up his, treal — 992 2 means. to communicate and 
diffuſe. his happineſs, to all his friends, O my. 
Monimia, | ſr will. the pleaſure of this our be be 


H propagated ! As yet thou knoweſt not all the bliſs 
chat is — * for thy enjoyment; mean while, 
7 [ long; to learn, by what contrivance. this happy, 
» Wl interview. bath been effected: fill am 1 ignorant 
ds bow I Was, tranſported, in ich this, A jo from 
1 deal Vault, in whi T ee e *. 
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not till afterifhe herſelf. was made achuainted with | 
the prognoſtick, that the wrote the letter to Re- 


Te AVviwrdins:ofic- 


naldo, which ſhe committed to the care of ma- 


dame Cement, with an earneſt intreaty, that it 
_ ſhould nt be ſent till after ber deceaſe: but that 
lady believing the count had been certainly abuſed 


by his treacherous confident, difpatehed the billet 
without the knowledge of Monimia, whoſe health 
was" reſtored by the indefatigable care of the phy- 
ſtcian, and the ſage exhortations of the clergy- 
man, by which ſhe was 'reconciled to life. In a 
word, the villainy of Fathom had "inſpired her 
with ſome: faint hope that Renaldo mignt ſtill be 
innocent; and that notion contributed not a lit- 


tile to her cure. 


The letter having: fo effeQually anfwered their 
warmeſt hopes, in bringing back Renaldo ſuch a 
pattern of conſtancy and love; the-confederates, 
in conſequence of his enthuſtaſtic ſorrow, had 
platned this meeting, as the moſt intereſting way 
of reſtoring two virtuous lovers to the arms of 
each other; for which purpoſe the good clergy- 
man had pitched: upon his own charch, and in- 
dulged them with the uſe of the veſtry, in which 
they now were preſented wich u ſmall but * 
en 3 De whey P; 79 77 

MNelvile heard this ſuccinct d with equal 
and adthiration: be poured forth the diftures 
of nis grütitude to the prefervers of his happineſs : 
„This church, ſaid be, thall 
a"dduble Thare ef my veneration; this holy man 


1 hope, 'Snifh!'the- charitable: work he 7 


detzun, ing thoſe: bande of our happig 
vieh non 0 bur death ſhalt hate power to cn 
turning to that object which was 


N Do f Bot over-rate, ſaid 


= Rad bf M7 he, 


henceforth poſſeſs 
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he my intereſt with the fair Monimia ) She 
made no verbal reply 3- but anfwered by an em- 
phatic glance; more elo than all; the power: 
of rhetorick and ſpeech. This language, Which is 
univerſal in che world of love, he perfectly well 


underſtood, and in token of that faculty, ſealed 


the aſſent which ſhe had ſmiled, with 2 kiſs ine 
printed on her poliſhed forehead. 

In order to diffipate thoſe intereſting! 4 
which, by being too long indulged, might have 
endangered his reaſon, madame Clement intreat · 
ed him to entertain the company with a detail of 
what had happened to him in bis laſt journey to 
the empire, and Monimia expreſſed a defire of 
knowing, in particular, the iſſue of his conteſt 
with count Trebaſi, who, ſhe knew, had N 
the ſucceſſion of his father. 

Thus ſollicited, be could not refuſe to gratify, 
their curioſity and concern: he explained his ob- 
ligations to the benevolent Je ; related the ſteps 
he had taken at Vienna for the recovery of his 
inheritance ; informed them of his happy ren- 
counter with his father-in-law; of his ſiſter's de- 
Rverance and marriage; of che danger into which 
his Jife had been precipitated by the news of Mo- 
nimia's death; and, laſtly, of his adventure with 
the: banditti, in favour of a gentleman, who Abe 
afterwards underſtood) had been robbed in the 
moſt baſe and barbarous manner by Fathom. He 
likewiſe" to the aſtoniſhment” of all preſent, and 
of his miſtreſs in particular, communicated dome, 
des, which ſball appear in due ſeaſon. by 

*:Monimia's- tender: frame being quite gw 
with the ſoene ſhe had acted, and her mind oy wa, 
whelined-with the proſperous tidings ſhe had 
py —having © jointed joined the congratulations. of 
"= | 
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recruit her exhauſted ſpirits; * the night bei 
Pretty ſar ſpent, ſhe was conducted by her. — 
49 madame Clement's coach, that ſtood in wait- 
ing, in which, alſo. the relt of the company made 
ft to embark, and were carried to the houſe of 
that good lady, . where ye y,were invited to 
dine, and Melvile intreated to bring don Diego 
and the Jew along with, them, they took leave 
of one another, and. retired to their reſpeQiive 
lodgiogs in a tranſport of joy and ſatisfaction. 
A for Renaldo, his. r-pture was ſtill mixed 
with apprehenſion, that all he had ſeen. and beard 


ſome gay delirium. of a diſordered imagination. 
hile bis breaſt F thoſe violent, though 
blikful emotions joy and admiration, his friend 
the Caſlilian ſpent 7+ night in Tyminating over 
own calamities, and A a. ſeriqus and ſevere 
review of his own conduct. He 57 05 his 
own. behaviour, with that of the, 
riad, and found himſclf ſo light in the * 4 fu 
he ſmote bis breaſt with violence, Fong | in 
er of. temorſe; 
Count Melville bas reaſon. ta grieve 3. don 


ind; mine are the fruit of wy 
J hs laments. the loſs of a r 


| by no more than an. upſubſtantial viſion, raiſed 


have 
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de forgiven, if I refuſed to pardon the frailties of 


MU to ſeulk like an alaflin, and plunge the ſegrey 
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fighs ; five hundred leagues hath he meaſured in 
4 pilgrimage to her tomb; nightly he viſits the 
dreary vault where {he now lies at reſt; her folita- 
ry grave is his couch; he converſes with darkneſs 
and” the dead, until each lonely ifle re-echoes his 
Afireſs; What would be his petabce; had he my 
aule? were he conſcious of havin murthered a 
beloved wife and darling davghter ! ah wreteh! 
ah cruel homicide ! what had thoſe dear victims 
done to merit ſuch a fate? Were they not ever. 
gentle and obedient, ever aiming to give thee ſa- 
tisfaQtion and delight ! Say, that Serafina was en- 
akfotired of a pealant ; ſay, that the had degene - 
rated from the honour of her tace: the inclina- 
tions are involuntary ; perhaps that ſtranger was. 
her equal in pedigree and worth, Had they' bee 

fairly queſtioned, they. might have ultified, 
at leaſt excuſed that conduct which appeared ſo 
ertminal ; or had they owned the offence,” and, 
ſupplicated pardon : oh barbarous monſter that 1 
am! was all the huſband; was all the father ex- 
tinguiſhed' in my heart? how ſhall my own errors 


my on blood; of thoſe who are moſt dear to 
my affection |! Yet nature pleaded ſtrongly in their 
behalf! my heart was burſting while 1 diſmiſſe 
them to the ſhades" of death: I was maddened = 
Wich fevenge ! I was guided by that ſavage prins 

eile Which falſely we call honour”:  accurſed 
pharitome.!/ that aſſumes the ſpecious title, 
Heads our wretched nation is it then honouras 


wy rovidlels $3 zealauly or ſuſpicion, 
wort ds him with that opportunity 
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nourable to poiſon ny W erer, . 
render wife; an amiab le daughter, wh 127 even a 
frown would almoſt have. 1 [ this is 
cowardice, brutality, tele, fury Wh revenge ! 
wn 175 not merey to forgive lack execrable 
gave thee power, a moon rufhan | 

the 415 of thoſe whom God hath ſtationed 
35 fellows of probation; oer thoſe whom he 
ha fent to comfort and aſſiſt thee; to ſweeten all 
thy cafes, and ſmooth the rough une yen paths of 
life? O! om doomed to never-ceaſing /horror 
and temorſe ! if miſery can atone for ſuch enor- 
mous guilt, T have felt it in the extreme: like an 
undying, vulture it preys upon my heart; to ſor- 
row I am wedded; hug that teeming conſort 
to my ſoul ; never, ah never ſhall we part; ſor 
ſoon as my fame ſhall ſhine unclouded by the 


charge of treaſon that now han 10 over it, I will 


devote myſelf to penitence. 1 5 woe; a cold, 
damp .pavement mall be my bed; my raiment 
ſhall be ſackcloth; the fields bal furniſh herbage 
for my food che ſtream ſhall quench my thirſt ; 
the 'minutes 2 hal be numbered by my groans ; the 
night de privy to my ſtrains of ſorrow, till hea- 


ven, in pi . to my ſufferings, releaſe me from the e 


penance I endure. Perhaps the ſaints whom I 


| have mutdered, will intercede for 7 remiſ- | 


IS; PS, f 


- Such was the cle of grief, in {wich the 
hapleſs Caſtilian conſumed wie night; be had not 
yet cohſigned himſelf to reſt, when Renaldo en- 


tering bis chamber, diſplayed ſuch a gleam of 


wildoefs and rapture in his countenance, as over- 


whelmed him With amazement ; for, till that mo- 
ment, he had never ſeen bis "Viſage unobſcured 


_ with" woe.” . P "Pardon this a 
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fend, eried earn T could no longer wWith⸗- 
hold from your participation, the preat, the un- 
eußected turn, which hath this night diſpelled all 
my farrows,” and reſtored me to the fruition of 
incffable Joy. Mopimia lives! the fair, the ten- nb 
der, the virtuous Monimia lives, and ſmiles upon 
my vo! This night I retrieved her from the 
grave: 1 held her in theſe arms; I preſſed her | 
warm, delicious lips to mine! O! 1 am . 
with intolerable pleaſure! 

Don Diego was confounded at this declara- 
tion,” which he conſidered as the effect of a dif- _ 
ordered brain: he never doubted that Renaldo's 
grief had at length overpowered his reaſon, and ! 
that his words were the effect of mere frenzy. 
While he muſed on this melancholy ſubject, the 
count compoſed” his features, and, in a actin 
and well- connected detail, explained tbe Whole 
myſtery. of his happineſs, to the inexpreflible aſto- |. 
niſhment of the Spaniard, who ſhed tears of * 7 
txfaftion, and ſtraining the Hungarian to his 
breaſt, O my ſon ] ſaid he, you fee what re- 
compence heaven hath in ſtore for thoſe who pur- - 
de the paths of real virtue; thoſe paths from 
which I mpfer have been fatally miſled by a faith - 
leſs vapour, which hath ſeduced. my ſteps, and left 
os 'darkling in the abyſs of wretchedneſs. Such 

Qu deſcribe this happy fair, was once my, Se- 
a, rich in every grace of mind and body, 

«hich nature could beſtow. Had it pleaſed. heaven 
to bleſs her with a lover like Renald but no... 
more, the Arfeyocable ſhaft is i; will BY. 
taint 5 5 yiment yah my unayall ee ae 

Melvite aflured this di ſconſolate de e that no... 
pleaſure, ng avocation ſhould ever entirely Þ 0 
pros. n dat that he ſhould fill f 175 
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. _, hour for ſynipathy and friendſhip: he communi- 
' - 4, cated the invitation of madame Clement, and in- 
Kite upon his, compliance, hat he might have 
an opportunity) of. and approving the 
. object of huis paſſion, -. + I can reſuſe nothing to 
the requeſt of count de delle, replied the Spa- 
. ;niard,,.and it were ungrateful in me to decline 
. the honour, you propoſe... IL own myſelf inflamed 
Wich a deſire of beholding a ;young lady, whoſe 
| _ perfeRions I have ſeen reflected in your ſorrow; 
mx curioſity is, moreover, intereſted on account 
- Of that humane gentlewoman, ' whoſe: uncommon 
. generoſity. ſheltered . ſuch virtue in diſtreſs 3 but 
my. diſpoſition is infectious, and will, I am afraid, 
"= like a Irie upon the end bench of 
pour friends. een Ts 1 4 
+: Melvile wards take N ing * 
1 tained; his conſent, repaired: to hou of 
E 2 3 ae e jo to unbend 


= count at the — ban and in Tha mean 
time earneſtly echotted him to take ſome repoſt, 
in order to quiet the agitation of his ſpirits, which 
. .muſt have been vialentiy hurried on this occaſion. 
be advice menen 0 8 reſolved to 
- follow. it. W 
He 6-1 Zur to- bis lodgings, ad Jajd bimſe! 
down but, e the fatigue he had 
undergone, ſlecp refuſed to viſit bis eyelids, al 
his 2 being kept in motion by the ideas 
that crouded ſo faſt upon his imagination :- never- 
_-thelefs, though his mind continued in agitation, I. 
. his body was refreſhed, and be aroſe in the fore 
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for many months: every moment his 
heard throbbed with new rapture, when he found 
imſelf on the brink of poſſeſſing all that his ſoul 
del dear and amiable; he put on his gayeſt looks 
and bpparel j Inſiſted upon the Caſtilian's doing 

the ſamie honour to the occafion ; and the altera- 
tion of dreſs produced ſuch an advantageous 
change in the appearance of don Diego, that when 
: W Joſhua arrived at the appointed hour, he could 
; WM ſcarce recognize his features, and complimented 
WY lin very politely on the improvement of his looks. 
Tie it is, the Spaniard - was a perſonage of a 
very prepoſſeſſing mein, and noble deportment; 
„ and had not grief, by inereaſing bis native gravi- 
f WW ty, in ſome meaſure diſcompoſed the ſymmetry of 
his countenance, he would have paſſed for a man 
of: a very amiable and engaging” phyſiognomy. 
They ſet out in the Jew's cbach for the houſe of 
madame Clement, and were uſhered into an apart- 
ment, where they found the clergyman and pay 
fieian with that lady, to whom earyy, Afghans 
Hebrew were by Malvile introduced. 
Before they bad ſeated themſeves, Nn - 
quired about the health of Monimia, and was di- 
rected to the next room by madame Clement, 
who permited him to go thither, and conduct her 
to the company. He was not flow in availing 
himſelf of this permiſſion: he diſappeared in an 
inſtant, and, during his ſhort abſence, don Diego 
was ſtrangely diſturbed: the blood fluſhed, and 
forſook his cheeks by turns; a cold vapour ſeems 
ed to ſiver his nerves; and at his breaſt 
er be felt uncommon palpitation. Madame Cle- 
ment obſerved his diſcompoſure, and kindly en- 
quired into the cauſe; when he replied, © T have 
ch an-intereſt in what concerns the ent | 
HA ELV 
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Melvile, and my-imaginition is ſo much 


ſiod wich the perſections of Monimia; that J am, as 


it were, agonized with expectation 3 yet never 
— curloſity before raiſe ſuch tumults as thoſe 
dunn nom agitate my boſom !“! WY vor Md 

He had ſcatceipronounced theſe: words, when 
the door re-opening; Renaldo led in this mirror of 
elepanee and beauty, at fight of whom the I. 


_ Faclite*s countenance was diſtorted into a ſtare of 
_wdmifationy- But if ſuch was the aſtoniſhment of 


Joſhua, what were the emotions of the Caſtilian, 
when; in the beauteous orphan; he beheld the i in- 
dividual features of his long loft Serafina ! _ 
His feelings are not to be deſcribed : the fond 
parentg whoſe! affection ſhoots even to a ſenſe of 
pain; feels not half ſuch tranſport, when be un- 
expeRtedly retrieves a darling child from the en - 
2 billows or devouring flame The hope 
tos had been totally —— 2: his heart 
Had beeninceffantly: torn with anguiſh and re- 
morſe, upbraiding him as the murtherer of Sera- 
-fina.” His therefore were the additional tranſports 
"of a father diſburthened of the guilt-of ſuch enor- 
mods hemicide. His nerves were too much over- 
Powered by this ſudden recognition, to manifeſt 
the ſonſation of his ſoul by external ſigns. He 
arted not, nor did he lift an hand in token of 
furpriae: be moved not from the ſpot on which 
de ſtood, but, rivetting his eyes to thoſe of the 
lovely Phantome, remained without motion, un- 
; rl hg approaching with her lover, Fell at bis 
fert, and 'T — knees, enclalmed, * May 
vet call ler es bas tee 
This powerful ſnock arrouzed his faculties; 2 
old — bedewed his ſorebhead ; his knees be- 
Ban to totter; be dropped upon the floor, and 
Na owing 
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nis arms around her, cried. 0 
— O'Serafina-!/ merciful providence l th 
ways are paſt finding cout.“ So ſaying, Be fell 
upon her neck, and wept aloud ': the tear ef 
ſympathetic joy trickled down her ſnowy boſons 
that heaved with rapture inexpreſſible. aldo's 
eyes poured forth the briny ſtream: the cheełks of 
madame Clement were not dry in this conjunc- 
ture : ſhe kneeled by Seraſina, kiſſed her with all 
thereagerneſs of maternal affection, and with up- 
lifted hands adored the power that pre ordained 
this blefſed event: the clergyman and doctor u- 
timately ſhared the general tranſport ; and as for 
Joſhua, the drops of true benevolence lowed from 
his eyes, like the oil on Aaron's beard, while he 
ſkipped: about the room in an auk ward extacy, 
and in a voice reſembling the hoarſe notes of the 
long eated tribe, cried, 55: O father Abraham 
7 za moving ſcene hath not been acted ſince 
OE l unto⸗ "has: deten in 

— pet Naa 21 3. 9; {Ax 
= Diego having found utterance to his paſ⸗- 
proceeded in this ſtrain, Ol my dear 
= to find thee thus again, after our laſt un- 
happy parting, is wonderful] miraculous . Bleſſed 
be the all- good, almighty power, that ſaved thee 
for this hour of joy ! Yet while my heart yearns 
towards thee; while I pant with incongeivahle 
affection, and thus review: theſe living features, 
which were ſo long my ſtudy and delight, I dare 
not aſſæ by what myſterious means this meeting is 
eſſected ; left, in the fond enquiry, I find my pre 
| fent bliſs unreal, and awake to miſery again!? 
2 O erer honoured father! ſhe repligd;! if to 
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tisſaction to breaſt, enjoy that pleaſure, and 
behold her — reſtored to your protection and 
will, which ſhe never more: will diſobey. 
kad heaven thougtit proper to reſerve ano - 
ther parent for this interview, our joys had been 
compleat ; but ſhe hath already paid her debt to 
nature, and from the ſeats of bliſs looks down 
well pleaſod on this intereſting ſoene.. 221 1ff; 
Ah, my Antonia l cried the father, inter- 
rupting her, ſhe is then at reſt. Peace be to her 
unſpotted ſoul; to have found her here, had been 
tog: much: how my Seraſima bath ſurvived my 
 blindfold rage, I know not; but ſure the guilt of 
fair Antonia's death, Kill hangs upon my ſoul.” 
e Diſmiſb that fatal thought, ſaid Serafina, my 
mother quietly bade adieu to life in England ; ſhe 
N within theſe arms, and with 
breath prayed for her hapleſs huſband.“ 
Her mind was ever godlike, he reſumed, ſhe 
n Bint in virtue, ill beſtowed on ſuch a 
wretch as me; yet thy words have raiſed a dread- 
ſul burthen from my conſcience: I am not then 
the dire aſſaſſin, who facrificed his wife and daugh- 
ter to an infernal motive, falſely titled honour !? 
tho Lam more and r 
youu — 2 hear 1 SYOSQTHOD 2712 12 
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nd here we preſent ourſelves, in hope of yours" 
paternal aſſent and benediction,??: 

Fee Were ſne more fair, and good, and gentle 
an ſhe is, anſwered the Caſtilian, (and to my 
partial abſervation, nought eber appeared on earthy 
more beauteous and engaging) I would approve 
your-title-to; her heart, and recommend you to 
a ge with all a father's influence and pow- ' 
„ my daughter! my joy en this occaſion 
+ | nted by the knowledge of thoſe 
tender ties of love that bind thee to this amiable 
youth n youth ! to whoſe: uncommon courage 
and ganeroſity I owe my life and my ſubſiſtance, 
together with the in ble delight that now 


happy fruits of your reciprocal attachment; May 
heaven, - which hath graciouſly conducted you 
through a labyrinth of 
tanlporting view of bliisful days, 3 you 
with that uninterrupted fiream of pure felicity, 
which is the hope, and ought to be the boon of 
virtue, ſuch as 3 


braced tham with — moſt cordial love and ſa- 
tisfaction, Which diffuſed itſelf to every individual 
* the company, who fervently invoked the Al- 
ty Power, in behalf of this enraptured 
_ 'Fhe:tumult of theſe emotions having a lit- 
le ſubſided, and the Caſtilian being ſeated be- 
twint Renaldo and bis beauteous bride, he politely 
beſpoke the of madame Clement, 
degging ſhe would permit 

8 of the cougt's promiſe, that he miqut 
be forthwith made acquai 

ſances gf his on fate, which he Was ſo im 


tient to leann, FALL Wal. 33. e 1011 209 4 n 
wh” > The 


revels ,in my boſom. Enjoy, my children, the 


lexity and woe, to this 


80 ſaying, he joined their hands, and em- 


him to demand the 
inted with thoſe ira m 
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<2 having aſſured him, that ſhe and 2 
2 take pleafure in hearing the 
recapitulation, the Spaniard, addreffing Hſe, 
"Melvile, In the name of heaven faid he, how 
"could you ſupplant” that rival, who fell a facrifice 
to my reſentment, after he had bewitched the 
heaft * Serafina? ſor, ſure, the affection he bad 
"Eindled in ber breaſt, muſt have long ſurvived 
his death.“. That rival, replied” the count, 


who incurred your diſpleaſure, was no other than 
Renaldo. With theſe words, he applied to one eye 


A a0 of black filk provided for the purpoſe, and 


| his face towards don Diego, that gentle- 
| — i 2 with aſtoniſhment; crying, Good 
heaven! the very countenance of Orlando, whom 
Lew! ee. * 
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rage me with a patient Wien cents 
ngatian, and all theſe riddles ſoon will 

be Line Heng "Inflamed with the defire of ſeeing 
foreign countries, I diſobeyed the will of an in- 
dulgent father, from whole houſe” withdrawing 
peivately, I ſet out for Italy, in diſguiſe, by the 
9 Tyrol, viſited Venice; Rome, Florence, 
& at Naples, in an Engliſh ſhip, 
car, from ba gre Þ repaired to 
"Seville" there; in 1 few days, was my curioſity 
4 by dre fame of the ir Seraſina, who was 
deemed "the moſt —— beauty in 


| of Spain. Nay, bluſh not, gentle crea- 


e "for, by Nr e — 
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vote even. injured by the cold applauſe of that 


9 port: nevertheleſs, I was warmly intereſted by 
"WH the uncommon. character, and eagerly longed to 
"Wl {ee this pattern of perfeftion. As don Diego did 
ber up in that reftraint to which the 
"WH Spatiith ladies are ſubjected, I ſoon found an op- 
; (i portupity of ſecing her at church ; and no perſon 
ee preſent will I preſume, doubt that I was 

inſtantly captivated by her beauty and deportment. 
"WH Had 1 thought that don Diego's favour was un- 
. engaged, perhaps I ſhould have followed the die- 
h tates of vanity inexperience, and preſented 
WH inyfelf in my own character, among the croud 
ber proſeſſed admirers. I knew her father had 
u been. an officer of diſtinguiſhed rank and reputa» 


tion, and did not doubt that he would have re- 
garded æ young ſoldier of unexceptionable pedi- 
gree, and I will even add, of unattainted fame: 
nor did I ſuppoſe my own father could have ob- 
jecded againſt ſuch an advantageous match; but, 
by dint of induſtrious enquiry, I learned, that the 
divine Serafina was already betrothed to don Ma- 
nuel de Mendoza, and this information over- 
whelmed me with deſpair. Tos Te Mev 
Aiter having [revolved a thouſand projects for 
fetarding and e that deteſted union, I 
reſolyed to avail myſelf of my talent for drawing 
and profeſſed myſelf a maſter of that ſcience, in 
bope of being employed by the father of Serafina, 
who, I knew, let ſlip no opportunity of improv- 
ing his daughter's education. Accordingly I bad 
_ the good foitune to attract his notice, was invited 
ta his houſe, honoured with his approbation, and 
furniſhed with unreſtricted opportunities of con- 
rering with the dear. object of my love. Ibs 
pation, which. her beauty hag kindled, Was, — | 
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the perſections of het mind, inflamed to ſuch à 
degree of tranſport, as could not be concecaled 


from her penetration. She chanced to reliſh my 
_ coliverſation'y I gradually acquired her friendſhip ; 


pity was the next paſſion that ſhe entertained in 
my favour; I then ventured” te diſcloſe myſelf, 


and the dear charmer did not diſapprove of my 


preſumption. She and her mother had been per- 


plexed with ſome religious ſcruples, concerning 


Whieh they appealed to my opinion; and I was 
happy enough te ſet their minds at eaſe. 


This ſort of intercourſe naturally created a 


mutual confidence among us; and, in a word, I 
was bleſſed with the daughter's love and mother's 
approbation. Don Diego will pardon thoſe clan- 
deſtine meaſures which we took, from a full per- 
ſuaſion, that it was impoſſible to render him pro- 
pitious to the views in which our hearts and bands 


were ſo deeply intereſted: I did not then know 
how little he was addicted to ſuperſtition. 


Wichout entering into a detail of the ſchemes 
we projected to delay the happineſs of Mendoza, 
I ſhall only obſerve, that knowing the fatal day 
was, at length, unalterably fixed, we determined 
to elude the purpoſe of don Diego by flight, and 
every thing was actually prepared for our eſcape. 
When the hour of appointment arrived, I repait- 
ed to the place at which I had propoſed to enter 
the houſe, and ſtumbled, in the dark, over the 
body of a man ſtill warm and bleeding. Alarmed 
at this occurrence, I darted myſelf through the 
window, and ruſhing to the apartment of the 


ladies, (immortal powers 1) beheld the peerleß 


Serafina, and her virtuous mother, ftretched 
-on a couch, and in all appearance deprived of 
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. The company will eaſily canceive what ago- 
nies I felt at ſuch a ſpectacle. I can towards the 
ſpot in a tranſport of horror ! I claſped my lovely 
miſtreſs in my arms, and finding her ſtill breath - 
ing; endeavoured, but in vain, to wake her from 
the trance: Antonia was overwhelmed with the 
ame lethargic power. My fancy was jmme- 
diately ſtruck with the apprehenſion of their be- 
ing poiſoned. Regardleſs of my own ſituation, I 
alarmed the family, called for aſſiſtance, and re- 
queſted the ſervants to ſummon don Diego to the 
diſmal ſcene. I was informed, that their maſter 
bad rode forth in manifeſt confuſion; and while 
I'pondered on this ſurpriſing excurſion, an apo- 
thecary in the neighbourhood entered the cham- 
ber, and having examined the pulſes of the Jadies, 
declared, that their lives were in no danger, and 
adviſed that they ſhould be undreſſed and conveyed 
to bed. While their women were buſied in this 
employment, I went into the court · yard, attend- 
ed by ſome of the ſervants with lights, in order 
to vie y the body of the man, which I had found 
at my arrival. His apparel was mean, his coun- 
tenance ferocious, a long ſpado was buckled to his 
thigh, and in his belt were ſtuck a brace of loaded 
piſtols; ſo that we concluded he was ſome thief, 
who had waited for an opportunity, and ſeeing 
the caſement open, intended to rob the houſe, but 
was prevented and ſlain by don Diego himſelf, 
Whoſe retreat, however, did not a little confound 
our conjecture... For my own part, I remained 
all night in the houſe, tortured with fear, 'vexa- 
tion, and ſuſpence.. Nennen ee BEL 
My hope was altogether diſappointed by this 
unhappy accident, and I ſhuddered at the pro- 
pet of loſing Serafina for ever, either by this 
| "" "0 myſterious 
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myſterious malady, or by her marriage with Men- 
dora, which I now deſpaited of being able to de- 
feat. The major-domo having "waited ſeveral 
hours for his lord's return, without feeing him 
appear, thought proper to diſpatch a meſſenger to 
don Manuel, with an account of what had hap- 
pened; and that nobleman arriving in the morn- 
ing, took poſſeſſion of the houſe. About four 
6 clock in the afternoon, Serafina began to ſtir, 
and at five, ſne and her mother were 'perfe&ly 
r 
They no ſooner recovered the uſe of rellection, 
than they gave ſigns of equal ſorrow and amaze- 
ment; and eatrneſtly called for Iſabella, who was 
Privy to our deſign, and who, after a very minute 
enquiry, was found in a lone and ſolitary cham- 
ber, where ſhe had been confined. Such was the 
confuſion of the houſe, that no perſon ever dream- 
ed of aſking how I had entered, each domeſtick, 
in all probability, ſuppoſing that I had been in- 
troduced by his fellow: fo that I tarried unqueſ- 
tioned, on pretence of concern for the diſtreſs of 
a. family, in which I had been ſo generouſly en- 
tertained; and by Iſabella ſent my reſpects and 
du: y to her ladies: ſhe was therefore not a little 
ſurprized, when, after every other ſervant had 
withdrawn, ſhe heard the lovely Serafina exclaim, 
With all the violence of grief, Ah! Iſabella, 
Orlando is no more]!“ but their aſtoniſhment 
as {till greater, when ſhe aſſured them of my 
being alive, and in the houſe. They recounted 
0 ber the adventure of laſt! night, which ſhe ex- 
plained by informing them of the letters which 
don Diego had intercepted: and they immediate- 
1y concluded, that he had, in the precipitation of 
his Wrath, Killed, by an the perſon "= 
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was fond dead in the court- yard. This conjees 
ture alarming them on my account, they, by the 
medium of Iſabella, conjured me to leave the 
houſt, leſt don Diego ſhould return, and accom- 
pin his reſentment; and I was perſuaded to 
withdraw, after I had ſettled the channel E. a 
correſpondence. with the confidante. 

Being now obliged to alter our meaſutes, e- 
cauſo our former intention was diſcovered by don 
Diego, I ſecured a retreat for Serafina and her 
mother, at the houſe of the Engliſh conſul in Se- 
ville, Who was my particular friend; and next 
day underſtanding, from Iſabella, that her lord 
had not yet re-appeared, and that don Manuel 
was very urgent in his addrefles, we concerted 
an aſſigaation in the garden, and that ſame even- 
ing I was ſortunate enough to convey, my prize 
to the aſylum I had prepared for their reception. 
Inexprefiible was the rage of Mendoza, When 
he heard of their elopement: be raved like one 
deprived of reaſon, ſwore he would put all the 
ſeryants of the family to the rack, and in conſe- 
quence of the-intelligence he obtained by threats 
and promiſes, ſet on foot a very ſtrict enquiry, 
in-arder to apprehend the fugitives and Orlando, 
who had, by ſome Means ar other, incurred his 
er. 1 Fs £00 

We eluded his ſearah by the vigitanes eh eau · 
non of our kind hoſt; and while we remained in 
concealment, -wete extremely aſtoniſhed to hear, 
that the unfortunate don Diego was proclaimed a 
traitor,” and a price ſet upon his head. Ibis in- 
formation overwhelmed us all with the utmoſt 
affliction : Antonia lamented, without ceaſing, the 
vi\grace of ber beloved lord, from whom ſhe ne- 
"_ have withdrawn herſelf, but with the 
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Nye hope of à reconeillation, after: the fir 
tranſports of his ire ſhould have ſubſided, and the 
real character of Orlando ſhould have appeared : 
it Was not long before we had reaſon to believe, 
that Mendoza was tlie accuſer of don Diego. 
Nay, ſtart not, Signior; Manuel was actually 
that traitor: this was the turn of his revenge; 
when he found himſelf diſappointed in the hope 
of poſſenug the incomparable Serafina, he took a 
baſe advantage of your abſence and retreat. He 
_ poſted to Madrid, impeached you to the ſecreta- 
ky of ſtate, of having maintained a criminal cor- 
- reſpondence with the enemies of Spain, included 
me in his accuſation, as a ſpy for the houſe of 
_ Auſtria, and framed ſuch a plauſible tale from the 
circumſtances of your diſtreſs, that don Diego was 
_ outlawed,” and 7 — gratified with a grant of 
his eſtate. enen 36 l TEA WONRE. 57 
Tbeſe melancholy incidents made a deep im- 
preſſion upon the mind of the virtuous Antonia, 
who, waving every other conſideration, would 
have perſonally appeared for the vindication of 
Her huſband's honour, had not we diſſuaded her 
er ſuch a raſh” undertaking,” by demonſtrating 
her inability to contend with fuch' a powerful an- 
tagoniſt, and repreſenting, that her appearance 
would be infallibly attended with the ruin of 
Sersfina, who would certainly fall into the hands 
of the villain to whom ſhe had been contracted. 
We'exhorted her to wait patientiy ſot ſome happy 
revolution of fortune, and encouraged her with 
the bope of don Diego's -exerting himſelf eftec- 
ually in his own defence: 
Mean white, our worthy landlord was fadden]y 
cut off by death; and his widow being reſolv< 
0 retite into Rer o country, e ſeeretiy er. 
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barked in the ſame ſhip, and arrived in England 
about eighteen months ago. Antonia till oa en 
to pine over the ruin of her houſe ; as ſhe could 


hear no tidings of Don Diego, ſhe concluded he 


was dead, and mourned with unabating ſorrow. 
In vain I aſſured her that ſoon as my own affairs 
ſhould be adjuſted, I would exert my whole en- 
deavours 10 find and ſuccour him. She could 
not imagine that a man of his ſpirit and diſpoſition 
would live fo long in obſcurity ; and her aMic- 
tion derived new force from the death of the 
conſuF's widow, with whom ſhe had lived in the 
moſt unbounded intimacy and friendſhip. From 
that day her health evidently declined : ſhe fore- 
ſaw her diſſolution and comforted herſelf with the 
hope of ſeeing her husband and her friend, in 
a place where no treachery is felt, and no ſor- 
row is known; confident of my integrity, and the 
purity of my. love, ſhe in the moſt pathetic 
terms recommended Serafina to my care. 

Hal weepeſt thou, fair excellence, at the re- 
membrance of that tender ſcene, when the good 
Antonia, on the bed of death, joined thy ſoft hand 
to mine, and ſaid, “ Renaldo, I bequeath this 
orphan to your love it is a ſacred pledge which 
if you cheriſh with due honour and regard, 
internal peace and happineſs will ever ſmile with- 
in your boſom : but if you treat it with indiffe- 
rence, diſhonour or neglect, juſt heaven will 
puniſh your breach of truſt with everlaſting diſ- 
egen and diſquiet.“ 


Signior Don Diego, I ſee you are moved, and 

therefore will not dwell on ſueh diſtreſsful Cir- 

| eumſtances. The excellent Antonia exchanged Wn 
this life for a more happy ſtate; and ſo 2 Eo 
= * ſorrow of the F Serafina, as 
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would not long ſurvive her pious mother. How 
T'abeyed the injunctions of that departing faint, 
Monimia (for that name ſhe now aſſumed) can 
teſtify, until that artful ſerpent Fathom glided 
into our mutual confidence, abuſed our ears, poj- 
ſonied our unſuſpecting faith, and effected that 
fatal breach, productive of all the miſery and vexa- 
tion which we have ſuffered, and which is now 
fo happily expelled.” “ - 0 

Heaven, ſaid the Caſtilian, hath viſited me 
for the ſins and errors of my youth; yet, ſuch 
mercy hath been mingled with its chaſtiſements, 
I dare not murmur or repine. The tears of pe- 
nitence and forrow ſhall water my Antonia's 
grave; as for Mendoza, I rejoice at his treachery, 


by which the obligation of my promiſe is cancelled, 
and my honour fully acquitted, He ſhall not 


triumph in his guilt : my ſervices, my character 
and innocence {hall Toon confront his perfidy, and 
Fhope, ' defeat his intereſt: The king is juſt and 
gracious, nor is my family and name unknown.” 
Hlete the Jew interpoſing, preſented to him a 
letter from a perſon of conſequence at Madrid, 
whom Joſhua had intereſted in the cauſe of don 
Diego; that nobleman had already found means 


£o' repreſent the caſe of Zelos to his majeſty, 


who had actually ordered don Manuel to be 
confined, until the injured perſon ſhould appear 
to juſtify himſelf, and proſecute his accufer ac- 
cording to the terms of law: at the ſame time 
don Diego was ſummoned to preſent himſelf 
before the king within a limited time, to anſwer 
to the charge which Mendoza had brought a- 
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and joy, when, lie read this intimatian; he & 


em” 
braced the Jew, who, before Zelos could By 


utteränge to his thoughts, told bim that the Spa 

nim Ambaſſador at London, having been pre- 
poſſeſſed in his favour, craved the bonaur of ſeeing 
don Diego; and that | 
conduct them to the houſe. ' ona 
Then is my heart at reſt! (cried the Ca ſſi- 
lian) the houſe of Zelos once more ſhall lift up 
its head,” I all again reviſit my native coun- 
try, with honour, and abaſe the villain who 
hath foiled my fame] O my children! this day 
is replete with ſuch joy and ſatisfaQion, as I did 
not think had been in the power of heaven to 
grant, without the interpo fe of a miracle! 
To you Renaldo, to you illuſtrious lady, and to 


theſe worthy gentlemen, am I indebted for the re- 


ſtoration of that for which alone I wiſh to live, 
and hen my heart ceaſes to retain the obligation, 
may I forfeit the name of a Caſtilian, and 


ſcorn and diſhonour be my portion.“ 
. "Perhaps all Europe could not product agotber 
company fo happy as that which now fat down; 
to dinner in the houſe of madame Clement, 
whoſe own benevolent heart was peculiarly adapt- 
ed for ſuch enjoyment. The lovers feaſted - 
their eyes more than their appetite, by a tender 
igtercourſe of glances, which nceded not the 
ſlow interpretation, af ſpeech ;- while the Spa., 
mard. regarded them alternately with look of. 
wander and paternal joy, and every individual. 
ſurveyed the all- deſerving pair with admiratign.: 
and eſteem. ket ret his: a 4 

Serafina taking the advantage of this eneral: ; 


atisfaRtion, when the heart - ſoftened intb'com-"" 
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The Spaniard's heart overflow'd with gratitud® 


he, Joſhua, was ready ta 
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placency, depoſits every violent ought 661 


10 now, (ſaid Ihe) try my intereft with Renaldo: 
he good company ſhall bear witneſs to my tri- 
umph or repulſe. I do not aſk you to forgive, 
but en vengeance from the wretched 
athom, His fraud, ingratitude and villainy are, 
1 believe, unrivalled : yet his baſe deſigns have 
been re and beaven perhaps hath made 
him the involuntary inſtrument for bringing our 
. conſtancy and virtue to the teſt ; beſides, his per- 
\ dy is already puniſhed with the laſt degree of 
human miſery and diſgrace: the Doctor, who has 
raced him in all his conduct and viciflitudes of 
fortune, will draw a picture of his preſent wretch- 
\ edneſs, which, I doubt not, will move your con.- 

, paſſion, as it hath already excited mine.” 
Ihe generous hoſteſs was ready to enforce this 
Charitable propoſal, with, all her eloquence, 
when Melvile with a look that well expreſſed 
bis magnanimity.or love, replied, Such a boon 
becomes the gentle Serafina. Ol every moment 
furniſhes me with freſh matter to admire the vir- 
tues of thy ſoul: if thou, whoſe tender heart hath 
been ſo tent with miſery and anguiſh, canſt in- 
tercede for thy tot mentor, who now ſuffers in 
- his turn, ſhall I refuſe. to pardon the miſerable 


=: wretch ! no, let me gory in imitating the great 
example, and ſollicit Don Diego in behalf of the 
-- fame miſcreant whoſe perfidious barbarity coſt 
bim ſuch intolerable. woe. Enough, cried the 
. i; Caſtilian, I baye Fe e the vindictive prin- 
- 1. ciples of a Spaniard ; and leave the miſerable ob- 
| ject to the Ling, of his own conſcience; which 

. On or late, will not fail to avenge the wrongs 


T : * - . 4 

woe have ſullained from bis deceit, GS 
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f 1 Niverſal Was the applauſe which they ac. 

*/ quired by this noble factifice'sf their re- 

ſeniment: the afternoon was fpent in the utmoſt 

harmony and good humour; and at the eartieſt 
ſolicitation of Renaldo, whoſe fancy ſtill har- 

; boured the apprehenfions of another ſeparation, 

don Diego conſented that the indiffoluble knbt 

| ſhould be tied between that young gentleman 


pointed for the ceremony, was the very church 
where they had been reſtored to the. arms of 
each other. . dern 
The lovely bride, with a ſilent bluſi that ſet 
ber lover's heart on fire, ſubmitted to this deter- 
mination, in conſequence of which, the com- 
pany was beſpoke for that auſpicious hour, and 
the evening being pretty far advanced, they took 
leave of the ladies, and retired to their reſpective 
homes; don Diego and his future fon in law 
being reconducted to their lodgings, in the och 
of the Jew, who taking an opportunity of heing 
alone with Melvile, obferved that it would be 
neceſſary on this occaſion to ſupply the Caſtilian 
with a ſum of money, in order to - fupports his 


dignity and independance, in furniſhing Serafina 


with every thing ſuitable to her rank and merit; 
and that he would willingly accommodate. him, 

provided he knew how to propoſe it ſo as to give 
no offence to his punctilious diſpolation. 775 * 
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and Serafina in two days, and the place up- 


Renaldo thanking bim for this generous anti- 


Cipation, adviſed him to ſollicit the Spaniard's FI 
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= correſpondence in the way of buſineſs, and to 
put the whole: on the footing of his own in- 
tereſt ;_ by which means don Diego's delicacy 
could fuſtain no affront. Fraught with this in- 
ſtruction, the Iſraclite deſired a private audience 
of the Caſtilian, in which after an apology for 
the freedom. of his demand, Signior don Diego, 
ſaiq he) as your fortune hath been ſo long em- 
hbezzled. by your adyerſary in Spain, and your 
correſpondence with that country intirely cut 
off, it is not to be ſuppoſed that your finances 
are at preſent in ſuch a condition, as to main- 
tain the ſplendout of your family. Count de 
Melvile's Whole fortune is at your command; 
and had not he been afraid of giving umbrage 

to the peculiar delicacy of your ſentiments, 
be would have preſſed you to uſe it for your 
conyenience.. . For my own part, oyer and a- 
bovę the-inchnation 1 have to ſerve don Diego, 
I eonſult my own private advantage in defiring 
you. to accept my. ſervice on this occaſion. 
Money is the chief commodity in which I deal, 
+ and, if you honour me with your commands, 

F 41 ſhall be a gainer by my obedience.” 

Don Diego replied with & ſmile that denoted 
ew well. he. underſtood the meaning of this ad- 
dess; Surely, Signior, I am bound by the 
Krongeſt ties, to exert my utmoſt endeavours 
for your: advantage; and I pray God this your 
propoſal may have that iſſue: I am well ac- 
4queinted with the Count's generofity and re- 
ned notions of honour; and too much obliged 
by hiq already, to heſitate with punctilious re- 
ſerve in, accepting. his future aſſiſtance: never- 
tbeleſs, ſince you have contrived a ſcheme for 
| moving all ſcruples of that ſort, I ſhall en 
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t with pleaſure'; and in the form of buſineſs, © 
you” ſhall ' have all the ſecurity I can give for 
what - ſhall be neceſſary to anfwer my preſent 
occaſions.“ ; 1 N A ee e 
The preliminaries being thus ſettled, Joſhua 
advanced for his uſe a thouſand pounds, for which 
he would take neither bond, note nor receipt, 
defiring only that the Caſtilian would mark it 
in his po ag book, that the debt might ap- 
pear, in caſe any accident ſhould befal the bor- 
rower. Although the Spaniard had been ac- 
cultomed to the uncommon generoſity of Mel- 
vile, he could not help wondering at this noble- 
neſs of behaviour, ſo little to be expected from 
any merchant, much leſs from a Jewiſh broker. 
While this affair was on the anvil, Renaldo 
who couldno longer withhold the communication 
of his happineſs from his ſiſter and relations ir 57 
Germany, took up the pen, and in a letter to 
his brother in law, recounted all the circumſtan- 
ces of the ſurprizing turn of fate which he had 
experienced ſince his arrival in England; he 
likewife related the ſtory of don Diego, informed 
them of the day appointed for his nuptials, and 
iatreated the major to make a journey to Lon- 
don with his wife; or if that ſhould be imprac- 
ticable, to come as far as Bruſſels, where tbe7 
ſnould be met by him and his Serafina. | Then 
was now: but one day between him and the 
accompliſhment of his deareſt wiſh,. and that was 
ſpent in procuring a licenſe, and 18 the 
preparations for the grand feſtival. Don Diego 
in the forenoon viſited madame Clement, fo 
whom he repeated his warm acknowledgments  * 
of her bounty and maternal affection to his dan 7051 
ter, and preſented to Serafina, bank notes 35 4 
at © ES nu TN or ty : the 
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the amount of five hundred pounds, to defray 
the neceſſary expence of ber wedding orna- 


a ments. 


All che previous ſteps being taken for the 
Folemnization of this intereſting event, and the 
hour of appointment arrived, the bridegroom, 
accompanied by his father in law, haſtened to 
the place of rendezvous, which was the veſtry 
room of the church we have already deſcribed; 
where they were received by the good clergy- 
man in his canonicals; and here they had hot 

waited many minutes, when they were joined 


by madame Clement and the amiable bride, eſ- 


cortad by the friendly phyſician, who had al] 
along bore ſuch a ſhare in their concerns. Sera- 
- fina was dreſſed in a ſack of white ſattin, and 
the ornaments of her head were adjuſted in 
the Spaniſh faſhion, which gave a peculiar air 
to her appearance, and an additional ſpirit to 
thoſe attractions which engaged the heart of each 
beholder, There was nothing remarkable in 
the habit of Renaldo, who had copied the plain- 
neſs and elegance of his miſtreſs; but when 
| the entered the. place, his features were animat- 


ed with a double proportion of vivacity, and 


their eyes meeting, ſeemed to "kindle a blaze 
which diffuſed warmth and joy thro' the coun- 
tenances of all preſent. _ 5 

Aſter a ſhort pauſe her father led her to the 
altar, and gave ber away to the tranſported 
Renaldo, before the prieſt who performed the 
deremony, and beſtowed the nuptial benediction 
on this enraptured pair. The fanction of the 
church being thus obtained, they withdrew into 
tze veſtry, where Melvile ſealed his title on her 


a roſy lips, and preſented his wife to Wenn. 
-->. i > | | | W 
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who embraced” her in their turns, with el 
wiſhes for their mutual happineſs, | 
Tho? the ſcene of this tranſaclion was remote 
from any inhabited neighbourhood, the church 
was ſurrounded by a crowd of people, who: with 
uncommon demonſtrations of ſurprize and * 
miration, petitioned heaven to bleſs ſo fair 
couple. Such indeed was their eagerneſs to fee 
them, that ſome lives were endangered by the 
preflure of the crowd, which attended them with 
loud acclamation to the coach, aſter the brim- 
. groom had depoſited in the bands of the miniſter, 
one hundred pounds for the benefit of the poor 
of that pariſh, and thrown ſeveral handfuls of 
money among the multitude. Serafina . rei 
barked in madame Clement's convenience, wit 
that good lady and don Diego, while Renaldo 
with the clergyman and doctor followed in 
Joſhua's coach, to a pleaſant country houſe upon 
the Thames, at the diſtance of a few miles from 
London. This the Jew had borrowed from 
the owner, for a few days, and there they were 
received by that honeſt Hebrew, who had pro- 
HH. vided a very elegant entertainment for the occa- 
bon: be had alſo beſpoke. a ſmall but excellent 
© band of muſick, which regaled their ears while 
they ſat at dinner ; aud the afternoon being calm 
and ſerene, he prevailed on them to take the 
air on the river, in a barge which he had pre- 
pated for the purpoſe. 
But, notwithſtanding this diverſity of amuſe» 
ment, Renaldo would bave found it the longeſt 
day he had ever paſſed, had not his imagina- 
tion been diverted by an incident which em- 
ployed his attention during the remaining part 
"of the evening. * had drank tea, and en- 
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£a ged i in pt! at whiſt, when. they a ſyr- 
80 with a noiſe of contention lf 4 pub- 
houſe, that fronted the'wihdows of 2 a- 
pifittect in which they fat.” Alarmed at this 
uproar, they forfook their cards, and throwin 
up the caſements, beheld a hearſe e obndel 
by four men on horſeback, who had ſtopped the 
carriage and violently pulled the driver from his 
feat. This uncommon” arreſt had engaged the 
eurioſity of the — == oh family, who Ttood at 
the door to obſerve the conſequenee, when all 
of a fudden, appeared a perfoti in canonicals, well 
mounted,” who riding up to thoſe who maltreated 
the driver, beſtowed upon one of them, fuch a 
blow with the but-end of his whip, as laid him 
rawling on the E t and ſpringing from his 
dle upon the took the ręins into his 
own hand, ſwearing with great vehemence, that 
he would murther every man who ſhould at- 
tempt to obſtruct the hearſe. 
he good prieft who had marrie Renaldo, 
was not a little ſcandalized at this eroc ocious be- 
haviour in a clergyman, and could not help 
ſaying aloud, he Was a diſgrace to the cloth; 


when the horſeman looking up to the window, 


replied, ' “ Sit, may I be ar nd if any man 
in England has a greater reſpect for the cloth 
than T have; but at preſent I am quite diſtract- 
ed. 80 ſaying, be whipped up: the horſes, 
and bad actualſy qiſentangled the hearſe from 
thoſe who red: it; when he was oppoſed 
by another troop, one of whom i wed" ith 


great expedition, and cut the Harneſs ſo as that 


he could not poffibly ' proceed: finding: Himſelf 
thus driven to bay; he Jeaped a the ground. 
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ſtrength and agility, that ſeveral of his antago- 
niſts were left motionleſs on the field, before he 
was overpowered and diſarmed by dint of num- 
bers, who aſſailed him on all des. | 
be mad parſon being thus taken priſoner, an 
elderly perſon of a very prepoſſeſſing appearance, 
went up to the hearſe, and uabolting the door, 
a © 12-5 lady ſprung out, and ſhricking, ran di- 
r 


ly to the public houſe, to the infinite aſtoniſh- 


ment and affright of the whole family, who be- 


lieved it, was the ſpirit of the deceaſed perſon, 
whoſe body lay in the carriage. Renaldo, whg - 


was with difficulty reſtrained from interpoling in 
behalf of the clergyman againſt ſuch odds, no 
ſooner perceived this apparition, than ſuppoſing 
her to be ſome diſtreſſed damſel, his Quixotiſm 
awoke, he deſcended in an inſtant, and ruſhed 
into the hauſe, among thoſe who purſued the fair 


phantome. Don Diego and the phyſician took 


the ſame road, while the real clergyman and Jo- 
ſhua tarried with the ladies, who were, by this 
time, very much interefted in the event. | 

Melvile found the young lady in the hands of the 
old gentleman, who had releaſed her from the hearſe, 


and who now bitterly upbraided her far her folly, 
and diſobedience: while ſhe proteſted, with great 


vivacity, that whatever ſhe might ſuffer from, his 


ſeverity, ſhe would never ſubmit to the hateful _ 
match he had propoſed, nor break the * 
o had 


ſhe had already made to the gentleman. w 
now. attempted to reſcue her from the tyranny, of 


a cruel” father. This declaration was followed 
by a plentiful ſhower of tears, which the father 


could not behold with unmoiſtened eyes, altho' 


he Treviled her with marks of uncommon. diſ: 
Pleaſure, and turning to the count, J appeal to 


you, 
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you, Sir, ſaid he, whether T have not reaſon to 
curſe the undutiful obſtinacy of that pert baggage, 
and renounce her for ever as an; alien to my 
blood; She has, for ſome months, been ſollicited 
in marriage by an honeſt citizen, à thirty thou- 
fand pound man; and inftead of liſtening to ſuch 
an advantageous propoſal, ſhe hath beſtowed her 
heart upon a young fellow, not worth a groat. 
Ah! you degenerate huſſy, this comes of your 
plays and romances: if thy mother were not a 
woman of an unexceptionable life and converſa- 
tion, I ſhould verily believe thou art no child of 
mine: run away with a beggar ! for ſhame! ”? 

] ſuppoſe, replied Renaldo, the perſon to 
whom your daughter's affection: inclines, is that 
clergyman who exerted himſelf fo manfully at the 
door.” Clergyman ! cried the other, adad 
he has more of the devil than the church about 
bim. A ruffian ! he has, for ought I know, 
murthered the worthy gentleman whom I intend- 
ed for my ſon-in-law ; and the rogue, if I had 
not kept out of his way, would, I ſuppoſe, have 
ſerved me with the ſame ſauce : me! who have 
been his maſter for many years, and had reſolved 
to make a man of him. Sir, he was my own 
clerk, and this is the return I have met with 
from the ſerpent which I cheriſhed in my bo- 
ſom.” N 1 e CCN ae 
lere he was interrrupted by the arrival of 
the citizen for whom he had expreſſed ſuch cou- 

.cern : that gentleman had received à contuſion 
upon one eye, by which the fight was altogether 

obſtructed; fo that he concluded he ſhould never 
retrieve the uſe of that organ, and with great 


. clamour took all the ſpectators to witneſs the in- 
ury he had ſuſtained; be entered the room with 
1 manifeſt 
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manifeſt perturbation, demanded ſatisfaction of 
the father, and peremptorily declared it ſhould 
not be a. loſt eye to him, if there was law in En 
land. This unſeaſonable demand, and the bots 
ſterous manner in which it was n did not at 
all ſuit the preſent humour of the old gentleman, 
bo told him peeviſhly he owed him no eye, and 
bade him go and aſk reparation of the perſon who 
had done him wrong. 
The young lady ſnatching this favourable o- 
caſion, earneſtly entreated Melvile and bis com- 
pany to intercede with ber father in behalf of her 
lover, who, ſhe aſſured them, was a young gen- 
tleman of a good family, and uncommon merit; 
and, in compliance with her requeſt, they in- 
vited him and his daughter to the houſe in which 
they lodged, where they would be difincumbered 
of the croud which this diſpute had gathered to- 
gether, and more at leiſure to conſult about the 
meaſures neceſſary to be taken. The old gentle- 
man thanked them for their courteſy, which he 
did not think proper to refuſe, and while he led, 
or rather hauled made moiſelle over the way, un- 
der the auſpices of the Caſtilian, Renaldo ſet the 
lover at liberty, made him a tender of his good 
-offices, and adviſed him to wait at the public houfe 
for an happy iſſue of their negotiation. 

The pſeudo-parſon was very much affected by 

this generous proffer, for which he made Cuitable 
acknowledgments, and proteſted before God, he 
would die a thouſand deaths, rather than part 
with his dear Charlotte. Her father no ſooner 
entered the apartment, than he was known by 
"Joſhua to be a conſiderable trader in the city of 
London, and the merchant was glad to find him- 
ſelf eng. his acquaintance. He was fo full of 
FI 
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the ſtory which. had brought him thither, that he 

had ſcarce ſat down, . when he began to complain 

of his hard fate, in baving an only child, who 
Was ſo mean, ſtubborn. and contumacious; and 
every ſentence was concluded wich an apoſtrophe 
of reproaches to the delinguent. 

Ihe Jew, having allowed him to ring out his 
alarm, condoled his misfortune, and. gravely coun- 
ſelled the young lady to wean, her affections from 
ſuch an unworthy object: for he ſuppoſed her fa- 
vourite was a man of no principle, or liberal en- 
dowments, otherwiſe her father would not ex- 
claim fo bitterly againſt. her conduct. Charlotte, 
who. wanted neither beauty nor underſtanding, 
aſſured him, that her lover's character was, in all 
reſpects, unblemiſhed; for the truth of which 
allertion ſhe. appealed to her papa, who owned, 
with reluctagce, that the young man was a gen- 
tleman by birth, that he had ſerved bim with re- 
markable diligence and integrity, and that his ac- 
compliſhments were far ſuperior to his ſtation in 
life. ** But then, ſaid he, the fellyw has not a 
ſhilling of his own, and, would you have me give 
away my daughter to a beggar?” - 
| ** God forbid | crigd the Jew, I always un- 
derſtogd you poſſeſſed an ample fortune, and am 
ſorry to find it otherwiſe.”* 5+ Otheryile ! re- 
plied the citizen, with ſome acrimony, take. care 
What you ſay, Sir, a merchant's credit is not to 
be tampered with.” I beg your pardon, an- 
fwered the Hebrew, I concluded that your cir- 

cumſtances were bad, .becauſe you objected to 
the poverty of the JOS, dam after you, bad 
owned he was poſſeſſed of every other qualifica- 
tion to make your daughter happy: for it is not 
1 be imagined, that you would thwart her in- 
. | cClinations, 
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elinations, or ſeek to render an only child miſera- 
ble, on account of an obffacle which you yourſelf 
could eafily remove. Let us ſuppoſe you can 
afford to give with your daughter ten thouſand 
pounds, Which would enable this young man to 
live with credit and reputation, and engage ad- 
vantageouſly in trade, for which you fay he is well 
qualified: The alternative then will be, whe⸗ 
ther you would rather ſee her in the arms of a 
deſerving youth, whom ſhe loves, enjoying all 
the comforts of life, with a moderate fortune, 
which it will always be in your own power to 
improve; or tied for life to a monied man, whom 
ſhe deteſts, curſing her hard fate, and deſpiſing 
that ſuperfluity of wealth, in ſpite of which ſhe 
finds herſelf ſo truly wretched,” 
The old (gentleman ſeemed to be ſtartled at 
this obſervation, which was reinforced by Renal- 
do's ſaying, that he would, moreover, enjoy the 
unutterable pleaſure of giving bappineſs to a wor- 
thy man, whoſe gratitude would co-operate with 
his love, in approving himſelf a dutiful ſon, as 
well as an affectionate huſband. He then repre- 
ſented the family difquiets, and diſmal tragedies, 
produced from ſuch mercenary and compulſive 
matches; and in concluſion related the ſtory of don 
Diego and his daughter, which when the merchant 
heard; he ſtarted up with marks of terror in his 
countenance, and throwing up the caſementy 
called upon Valentine with great vociferation; 
this was the name of his dauzhter's admirer, who 
no fontr heard the ſummons, than he flew to 
the ſpot from whence it came, and the merchant, 
without any further preamble, ſeizing his hand, 
Joined it with that of Charlotte, ſaying, with 
great trepidation, Here take her, in the _ 
06 3557. N 
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of God, and thank this honourable company for 
your good fortune... 4117 
I be lovers were tranſported with exquiſite joy 
at this ſudden determination in their favour. Va- 
lentine having kiſſed the hand of his miſtreſs, with 
all the eagerneſs of rapture, arid acknowledged 
the merchant's generoſity, paid his reſpects to the 
ladies with a very polite addreſs, and with de- 
monſtrations of uncommon gratitude and ſenſibi- 
lity, thanked the gentlemen, and the count in 
particular, for their good offices, to which he at- 
tributed the happineſs he now enjoyed. While 
Serafina and madame Clement careſſed the amia; 
ble Charlotte, the reſt of the company congratu- 
lated her admirer upon his choice and ſucceſs ; 
though the clergyman could not help reprehend- 
ing him for profaning the ſacerdotal habit. 
Valentine heartily aſked pardon for having gi- 
ven ſuch cauſe of offence, and hoped he ſhould 
be forgiven, as it was a diſguiſe which he thought 
abſolutely 7 for the execution of a ſcheme 
upon which his happineſs altogether depended. 
He then, at the requeſt of Renaldo, unfolded the 
myſtery of the hearſe, by giving them to under- 
ſtand, that Charlotte's father having got inkling 
of their mutual paſſions had diſmifled his clerk, 
and conveyed his daughter to a country houſe in 
the neighbourhood of London, in order to cut 
off their correſpondence : notwithſtanding theſe 
precautions, they bad found means to communi- 
cate with each other by letters, which were ma- 
naged by a third perſon, and his rival being very 
importunate in his ſollicitations, they had con- 
certed the expedient of the hearſe, which he pro- 
vided and conducted through a road contiguous to 
the end of the merchant's garden, where 1 
> ts loite 
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lotte being apprized of the deſign, waited for its 
approach, and embarked in it without heſitation, 
Valentine thought himſelf ſufficiently ſcreened 
from diſcovery by his diſguiſe, but he was unfor- 
tunately met by a ſervant of the family, who re- 
collected his features, and immediately gave the 
alarm, upon which the father and his friends took 
horſe, and purſued them by two different roads, 
until they were overtaken at this place. 
He had ſcarce finiſned this ſhort relation, when 
his rival bluntly entering the apartment, with an 
handkerchief tied round his eye, committed Va- 
lentine to the charge of a conſtable, who attended 
him, by a warrant from a juſtice of the peace in 
that neighbourhood ; and threatened to proſecute 
the merchant on an action of damages for the loſs 
of an eye, which he ſaid he had ſuſtained in his 
ſervice. The company endeavoured to appeaſe 
this citizen, by repreſenting, that his misfortune 
was no ether than a common inflammation ; nor 
was it owing to malice aforethought, but entirely 
to the precipitate paſſion of an incenſed young 
man, who, by the bye, acted in his own defence. 
At the ſame time the merchant promiſed to make 
any reaſonable ſatisfaction; upon which the other 
demanded an obligation, importing, that he 
would, in ten days from the date, beſtow upon 
him his daughter in marriage, with a portion of 
fifteen thouſand pounds, or, in caſe of failure, 
pay him double the ſum. | 
The merchant, exaſperated at this extrava- 
gant demand, told him AatlY' he had already 
diſpoſed of his daughter to Valentine, who he be- 
liexed was a much more deſerving man; and 
that he was ready to wait upon the magiſtrate 
who had granted the warrant, in order to give 


bail 


$93 - "Phe AN e 

il for his future fön Inlat. This was 4 mor- 
N to the plaintiff, thoogh he con- 
ache imſelf with the boße bf being a gainer by 
the loſs of his eye; and now the paft Was over, 

ould have been very ſorry to find his fight re- 
Eieved, The oi penfleman, Jelhus, and Re- 
taldo âccompanied the ptifoner to the houſe of 
[the juſtice, Where he was immediately admitted 
to bail: upon their return, Valentine ſhifted bis 
dress, and they ſupped together with great cor- 
Viality and mirth, maintained at the expence of 
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the diſcarded lover. hi 
After ſupper, don Diego walked à minuet with 1 
wacdame Clement, for whom,' by this time, he ba4 be 
- "contracted an extraordinary degree of affeclion. IN Ni 
" Valentine had the honour to dance with the in- 1 
comparable Serafina, whoſe beauty and attractions E 
dazzled the eyes bf the new comers, and ſtruck 4 
Ber baſhful partner with aws and confuſion ; and te 
Mielviſe preſented his hand to the agrecable Char- fl 
lotte, who performed ſo much to the fatisfaction of * 
her father, that he could not help expreffing his | 
joy and pride: he praiſed God for throwing him 70 
In the way of our company, and engaged the W 
dcletgyman to unite the young couple; after hav- 
ing appointed a day for the ceremony, and in- le 
'vited all prefent to the wedding. Fhe evening hav- al 
ing been infenfibly conſumed in theſe avocations, vi 
And the night pretty far advanced, the ladies with- t 
| drew without ceremony; and the retreat of Se- pi 
raſina filled Renaldo's breaſt with tumult and i 
emotion: his blbbd began to flow in impetuous 
"tides, bis heart to beat with redbubled vigour and 
velocity, white his eye ſeemed to flaſh with more te 
than human ſplendor : now his imagination be- © 
"gan to antielpate with the enthutfiaſtic rage of an e 


l * | inſpired 
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inſpired Sybil ; he was inſtantaneouſly tranſport« 
ed from the converſation, and every nerve was 
braced to ſuch a degree of impatience, that hu» 
2 nature could not leng endure the ten- 

n. | 
He therefore, having withſtood the impulſe 
about a quarter of an hour, at length gave way 
to his impetuoſity, and ſpringing from his friends, 
found himſelf in a dark paſlage, at the farther end 
of which, he perceived madame Clement coming 
out of a chamber with a light, which at fight of 
him ſhe ſet down, and vaniſhed in a moment. 
This was the ftar that pointed to his paradiſe : 
be hailed the ſignal, entered the apartment, and 
like a lion ruſhing on his prey, approached the 
| nuptial bed, where Serafina, ſurrounded by all the 
| 2 of beauty, ſoftneſs, ſentiment, and truth, 
| ay trembling as a victim at the altar, and ſtrove 
| to hide her bluſhes from his view ; the door was 
ſhut, the light extinguiſhed : he owned his lot 
was more than mortal man could claim. 

Here let me draw the decent veil, that ought 
to ſhade the ſacred myſteries of Hymen : away 
unhallowed ſcoffers, who profane with idle plea- 
ſantry, or inmmodeſt hint, theſe holy rites z and 
leave thoſe happy lovers to enjoy, in one another's 
arms, unutterable bliſs, the well- earned palm of 
virtue and of conſtancy, which had undergone 
the moſt ſevere, refinement : a more deſerving 
pair, night's curtain ſhrouds not in its dark ex- 

nt, 421 
The thoughts of Renaldo's felicity threw a 
damp on the ſpirits. of Valentine, who ſaw the 
term. of. his probation protracted a few days long+ 
er, and could not help wiſhing in his heart, that 
he had atchieved the adventure which would have 
i. I. | 0 abridged 


e 


8 The ABvrvrunks f 
ahridged bis expectation, though at the expence 
: 2 — difpleaſurt. „He filled a 
bumper to the health of the bride and bridegrocm, 
and throwing up bis eyes, with marks of admira- 
tion, exclaimed, “ How happy is the count 1 alas 
Ke days longer muſt I rein my impatience ! ” 
vt eis but reaſonable; you rogue; that w our bet- 
ters ſhould have the ſtatt of you, ſaid the mer- 
Ehant, who did him juſtice in the glaſs, and coun- 
{led him to drown his impatience with good cla- 
ret. The youth followed his advice, and it was 
late be fore the company retired to reſt. 
Theſe citizens, however, reſolved to ſcize an 
pportunity of rallying the new married couple, 
according to cuſtom, and with that view aroſe 
early in the morning, on the ſuppoſition of find- 
ing them ſtill afleep 5 but they were not a little 
furprized, when they entered the breakfaſting 
room; to ſee Renaldo, and his amiable bedfellow, 
dreſſed, and waiting to do the honours of 
the houſe, The old gentleman would fain have 
cracked a joke upon their extraordinary diſpatch, 
but he was ſo much over-awed by the dignity, 
and tamed by the ſweetneſs of Serafina's carriage, 
that he durſt not give utterance to his conception; 
and Valentine ſtood: filent and abaſhed, as in the 
teſence” of a ſuperior being. After breakfaſt, 
— tlemen and Charlotte again expreſſed 
their ſenſe of the obligations they owed to this 
n repeated their invitation, and tak- 
pr 


ve, returned to London in a coach that 
Was dwided over night. Ann DHR 20s 

Our friends being thus left to themſelves, don 
Diego turning towards Melville, Now, ſaid 
he, that I have yielded to the impatience of your 


love 8 well as to the eagerneſs of my own deſire 
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to make you happy, I muſt beg leave to interrupt 
for a little while, the ſtream of yout mutual ple 
ſure, and propoſe a melancholy excurſion, which, 
however, will not be wholly void of enjoyment, 
| have too long delayed the performance of 
duty at Antonia's grave; let us ſpend the 1 
noon in that pious pilgrimage : I will drop a-few 
tears to the memory of that excellent woman, 
and never afterwards ſhall my friends be troubled 
with my grief.” 

The propoſal being univerſally approved, they 


fet out for the place, which had oſt been viſited - 


by the gentle Serafina, who conducted her father 
to a black marble ftone, which Renaldo had or- 
dered to be laid over the grave, and as he kneeled 


to kiſs the monument, he perceived this plain in- 


ſeription in the Spaniſh Tongue: Antonia de Ze 
las. primera en todo le que es ſer bueno, y fin fegunda 
en todo lo gue fut fer deſdichado, quedod con Digs 1 
that is, Antonia de Zelos, unmatched in virtue, and 
wiequalled in misfortune, adien “ O faithful 
record ! (cried the Caſtilian, ſmiting bis breaſt, 

while his tears diſtilled upon the marble) thy 

goodneſs was the gitt of heaven, but thy 2 


tunes were derived from the guilt of don Diego 


yet his ſortow (hall expiate his offence, and his 
penitence find favour in the fight of heaven: reft, 
reſt, ill-fated virtue] eternal peace ſhall guard 
thy tomb, and angels miniſter to thy unſpotted 
ſnade ; nor ſhall thine aſhes lie in dark obſcurity : 
here will I raiſe. a monument, more ſuited to * 
excellence and name.” Serafina melted with fiſial 
tenferneſs;- nor were the reſt unmoved at This 
{Qing ſcene, which don Dicgd, did e 
_— mann 
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27 HE nature of this viſit bad ſoftened every 
Wy cart, and. ſaddened every countenance; 


EET X 


de of 'he church- ald, in order to bee their 


br her Norm ſhe diſcovered a ME NY of fea- 
tures, and a delicacy of air, which did not at all 
correſpond with the miſery of her equipage. Theſe 
exhibitions of extreme diſtreſs, ſoon attracted the 
tice and compaſſion of our company, and Mel- 
vile's beauteous help- mate, accoſting this forlorn 
damſel with a pity- breathing aſpect, aſked the 
cauſe of her diſorder. 
e KL Alas! dear lady, cried the other, with all 
the emphaſis of woe, an unhappy gentleman now 
ET, his laſt, , within this inhoſpitable hovel, 
amidſt ſuch exceſs of miſery, as would melt the 
moſt. flinty , boſom : what then muſt I feel, who 
m connected with him by the ſtron eſt ties of 
and conjugal affection!  «c Who; is the 
. object? ſaid the pbyſician;” “ He 
"was once well known in the r world ; +. (re eplied 
th, young. woman) his. name is Fathom. Ney 


divid val of the company ſtarted at mention % 
| at ds deteſted name, Serafina began to. 5 
> with action z and Renaldo, after a. zort pauſe, 
e ah would g9 in, not * a view to exul: 


Over 
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over his miſery, but in order to contemplate ts 
cataſtrophe of ſuch a wicked life, that the: moral 
might be the more deeply engraved on his re- 1 
membrance. The young counteſs, whoſe tender f 
heart could not bear the ſhock of ſuch a ſpectatleʒ | 
retired to the coach with madame Clement and 
the Jew, while Renaldo, accompanied by the reſt, 
entered a diſmal apartment, altogether void of | 
furniture and convenience, where they beheld the | 
wretched hero of theſe memoirs, ſtretched almoſt | | 
naked upon ſtraw; infentible, convulſed, und ſeem- | 

b 


2 


ingly in the graſp of death. He was wore to the 
bone either by famine or diſtemper ; his face was 
overſhadowed with hair and filth ; his eyes were 
ſunk, glazed and diſtorted ; his noſtrils dilated 
his lips covered with a black ſlough, and his com- 
plexion faded into a pale clay-colour, tending to 
4 yellow hue in a word, the extremity of indi- 
gence, ſqualor and diſtreſs, could not be mote 
celingly repreſented. fat I ; 
While Melvile peruſed this melancholy leſſon, | 
and groaning, cried, „ Behold the fate of man,” i 
he perceived a letter in the right hand of the un- © 
fortunate” Fathom, which lay faſt clinched acroſs W 
his breaſt. Curious to know the contents of this 
paper, . which the young woman ſaid. he had kepr | 
in that poſition for ſeveral. days, he drew nearer 
the wtetched couch, and was not a little furprized 3 
to ſee.it addreſſed to the right honourable Renaldo = 1 
count de Melvile, to the care of Mr. Joſhua Ma- . 
naſſeh, merchant in London. Wen he attempted 
to diſengage chis billet from the author's hand.. 
the ſorrob ing female fell on her knees, enttentig 
him to defilt; and telling him, ſhe had promiſed, 
upon oath; to communicate the contents to no ji 
perſon upon earth, but to carry the letter, upon 
00 | Q. 3 | hes | 
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her husband's deceaſe, to the gentieman to whoſe 
tate it was directed. G other en 6) 
Renaldo aſſured her upon his honour, that he 
was the very Renaldo count de Melvile for 
— it was intended; and the young crea- 
ture was fo much confounded at this informa- 
tion, that before ihe could recollect herſelf, 
Melvile had opened the billet and read theſe 


words. If this paper ſhould fall into the hands 


of the noble Renaldo, he will underſtand: that 
Fathom was the moſt execrable traitor that ever 
impoſed upon unſuſpecting benevolence, or at- 
tempted to betray a generous benefactor. His 
whole life was a ſeries of fraud, perfidy and 
the moſt abominable ingratitude : but of all the 
crimes that lay heavy upon bis ſoul, his. being 


acceſſory to the death of the incomparable Sera- 


fina, whoſe father he had alſo robbed, was that, 
zor which he deſpaired of heaven's forgiveneſe, 
notwithſtanding the dreadful- compunction and 
remorſe which have long preyed upon his heart, 
her with the incredible miſcry and deplo- 
rable death which by this time he hath under- 
gene. I bo' theſe: ſufferings and ſorrows can- 
not attone for bis enormous guilt, perhaps they 
will excite the compaſſion of the humane count 
de Melvile : at leaſt, this confeſſion which my 
<onſeience dictates; under all the terrors of death 
and” futurity, may be a warning for. him to 
void henceforth: a ſmiling, villain, like the ex- 
zecrable'- Fathom, upon whoſe, miſcrabla, foul 
almighty God have mercy!” -| +: 

'/ Renaldo was deeply affected with the content: 
of this ſcroll, "which denoted. ſuch horror anc 


ideſpair He law there could be no diſſimula- 
200 or üniſter "ea in this profeſſion - of pen 


rence. 
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tence: he. beheld the condition of the writer, 
which put all his humane paſhdns if commo⸗ 
tion; ſo that he remembered nothing H Fathom 
but bis prefent diſtreſs. He could ſohiee con- 
rain thoſe inckcations which might have: beer 
jally deemed the effect of: weakneſs and its 


firmity ; and having defired the-phyſician and 


elergyman to contribute their afliſtance ſor the 
benelt of that wretch's ſoul and body, he ran 
to the coach, and communicated the letter to 
the ladies; at the ſame time drawing a picture 
of the object he had ſeen, which broughtotea 
into the eyes of the gentle Seraſina, whov- ear» 
neſtly intreated her lord to uſe his endeavours 
for the relief and recovery of the unhappy man; 
that be might, if poſſible, live to enjoy the 
benefit of mature repentance, and not die in 
that dteadſul deſpair which he manifeſted in 
leiter? de art 
Renaldo returning to the houſe, found the 
pious clergyman reading prayers with great fer- 
vency ; while don Diego ſtood witch his ri 
hand upon his breaſt, looking ſtedfaſtly upon 
the agonizing Fathom, and the young woman 
kneeled with her ſtreaming eyes lifted up to 
heaven, in an extaſy of grief and devotion: the 
phyſician had run to an apothecary's ſhop in 
the neighbourhood, from whence he ſoon return- 
ed with an aſſiſtant, who applied a large bliſter 
to the back of the miſerable patient, while the 
female, by the doctor's direction, moiſtened his 
mouth with a cordial which he had preſetibed. 
Theſe charitable Reps being taken, Count de 
Melvile intreated the apothecary's ſervant to 
procure a tent bed for the accommodation of 


4 


the ſick perſon, with all imaginable diſpatch ;; 
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"and in leſs than an hour, one was actually pirch- 
en, and Fathom lifted into it, after he had 
been ſhifted and in ſome meaſure purified from 
the dregs bf his indigence. Dating this tranſ- 
action the ladies were conducted to a favern 
not far off, where dinner was beſpoke, that 
they might be at hand to fee the effect of their 
charity; Which was not confined to what we 
have already defcribed, but extended fo far, 
that in a little time, the apartment was comfort- 
- ably turniſhed, and the young creature provided 
with change of apparel, and money to procure 
the neceflaries of ſubſiſfance. | 
_ Notwithſtanding all their care, the wretched 
"Fathom ftill remained inſenfible, and the dector 
pronounced a very unfavourable prognoſtic, 
while he ordered a pair of additional veſicatorics 
b .. oF mp Sh 5 his arms, and other proper 
| © hedicines to be adminiftred. Aſter dinner, the 
ladies ventur'd to vifit the place, and when Se— 
-rafina croſſed the threſhold, the weeping female 
fell at her feet, and kiſſing her robe, ex- 
claimed, “ Sure you are an angel from heaven!“ 
Thbe alteration in her dreſs had made a very 
agreeable change in her appearance, ſo that the 
© counteſs could now look upon her, without 
- ſhuddering at her diſtreſs: and as Fathom was 
not in à condition to be diſturbed, ſhe took 
this opportunity of inquiring by what ſteps that 
unfortunate” wretch was conveyed from the 
priſon, in which the knew he had been contined, 
0 the place where! he now lay in ſuch extre- 
Imity ; and by what occurrence he hed found a 
wife in ſuch an abyſs of misfortune. Here the 
=dSihet's' tears began to flow afreſh, “ T am a- 
3 (lid ſhe) to reveal my own folly; 
ab - E yet 


—— 
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e pn laid me und 
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Fathom bad de ne upon his firſt arrival in 
town, in the manner already deſcribed in theſe 
memoirs. «© Heaven, continued ſhe, was pleaſed 
to reftore the uſe of my reaſon which 1 had loft, 
when I found myſelf abandoned by the count; 
but, all my connexion with my own family _ 


ing entirely cut off, and every door Mut againſt 


a poor creature who could procure no recom- 
mendation, except the certificate ed by the 
phyſician of bedlam, which inſtead. of, introduc- 
ing me to ſervice, was an unſurmountable. ob- 
jectjon to my charager; I found myſelf deſtüute 
of all means of ſubſiſting, unleſs. Iwo — 


deſcend to live the Tnſamans and wretched It” 2 of 


à courtezan, an expedient rendered palatable 
by the terrors of want cooperating With the 
reflection of the itretrievable loſs I. had already 
ſuſtained. I aſk pardon for offending, your chaſte: 
ears with this impure confeſſion of my.. guilt, 
which heayen knows, I then did, and now do 
look upon with abhorrence and deteſtation. 1 
lad already forfeited my innocence, and wanted 
reſolution to encounter miſery and death. Ne- 
verthcleſs, before I could determine to embrace 
the condition of a proſtitute, 1, was one day 
accoſted in the park by an elderly gentle man 
who. at down by me upon a bench, and taking 
notice of the deſpondence which was evident in 
countenance, preſſed me to make him 
quoted. with the nature of my misfortune. | 
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much ſympathy and good ſenſe appeared in kis 
deportment and converſation, that I gratified his 
requeſts) and be, in return for my confidence, 
ſored mt from the moſt horrible part of my 
proſpect. by taking me into his protection, and 
Ik me for his on appetite. In this fitu- 
ation I lived a whole year, until I was deprived 
-of er keeper by an apoplectic fit, and turned 
out of doors by his relations, who did not, how- 
ever, ſtrip me of the cloaths and moveables, 
which I owed to his bounty. Far from being 
as yet reconciled to a vitious life, I reſolved to 
Tenounce the paths of ſhame, and converting my 
effects into ready money, hired a ſmall. ſhop, 
and furniſhed it with haberdaſhery ware, in- 
tending to earn an honeſt livelihood by the ale 
6f theſe commodities, together with the plain- 
work in which J hoped to be employed, ſo ſoon 
as my talents ſhould be known: But this ſcheme 
did not anſwer my expectation. The goods 
ſpoiled u upon my hands, and as I was a ſtranger 
in the neighbourhood, no body would intruſt 
me with any other buſineſs: fo that notwith- 
tanding the moſt parſimonious oeconomy, I ran 
in debt to my landlord, who ſeized my effects; 
and an hoſier from whom I. had received ſome 
els upon credit, took out a writ againſt me, 
Gy virtue of which, I was arreſted and impriſoned 
in the Marſhalſea, where I found my firſt ſedu- 
cer. Good heaven! what did J feel at this un- 
expected meeting, overwhelmed as I was before, 
with my own. diſtreſs! I with a loud ſcream 
| fainted away, and when I recovered, found my- 
ſelf in the arms of Mr. Fathom, who wept over 
me with great affliction. Al his proſpects of 


gaiety 
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— had now vaniſhed, and his heart was 
tened by his on misfortunes, to à feeling of 
another's woe, as well as to a due ſenſe of | his 
own guilt. He expreſſed: the deepeſt ſorrow 
fur having been the occaſion of my ruin, en- 
deavour'd to comfort me with ptomiſe of af- 
ſiſtance, and indeed, by practiſing medicine a- 
mong the priſoners, made ſhift to keep us both 
from ſtarving. But ſurely, no ſinnet under 
went ſuch ſevere remorſe as that which he faf- 


fered during his impriſoment. From the day of 


our meeting, I never once ſaw him ſmile 5 a 
melancholy cloud continually overhung his coun- 
tenance. He numbered the minutes by h's groansg 
he uſed to ſtart with horrour from his ſleep, and 
ſtriking his breaſt, would exclaim, O Elinort 
I am the worſt of villains!” Sometimes he feemed 
diſordered in his brain, and raved about Renalds 
and Monimia: in a word, his mind was in x. 
dreadful fituation, and all his agonies were Tom? 
municated to me, whom by this time he hack 
married, in order to make ſome attonement for 
my wrongs. ' Wretched as he then was, I res 
membered the accompliſhed youth u ho had cap- 
tivated my virgin heart, the old impreſſions ſtilł 
remained, I ſaw his penitence, pitied his mis- 
fortune; and his wife being dead, conſented to 
join his fate, the ceremony having been pers 
formed by a fellow priſoner, who was in or- 
ders. Though his hard-hearted creditor had n 
other chance of being payed, than that of ſets 
ting him at liberty, he lent a deaf ear to all dur 
ſupplications; and this cruelty conſpiring withithe 


anguiſh of my huſband's own reflection, affectech 
his health and ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that he 
*. th O 6 


could 


- 


0 _ _ _ 2 1 A 1 
OO — — 2 r. —— — * a 4; _ Rong 1 Leak 1 
- — — - 2 — 1 
5 8 0 _ Py * - 


— 


OO SE Ie 


Ss 300 | „The ADVENTURES of. 1 : 


could. no longer carn the miſerable piitance 
which had, hitherto {upported- our lives. Then 
ur calamities beg began ta multiply. Indigence and 
Fn ſtared us in the face; and it was with the 
molt. « difficulty that we. reliſted their attacks, 

by Filling or pledging our wearing apparel, un- 
i we were left .almoſt quite naked, when we 
found ourſelves. Aifcharged by an at paſſed for 
Toy relief of inſolvent debtors. This charitable 
law, which was intended for a conſolation to the 
wretched, proved to us the moſt ſevere. dil- 
alter : for, ye were turned out into the ſtreets, 
utterly deſtitute of food, raiment ànd lodging; 
at a time when Mr. Fathom, was ſo weakened 
by bis diſtemper, that he could not ſtand alone. 
J ſupported, him from door to door, imploring 
of 1 of charitable chriſtians, and was 
ngth. permitted to ſhelter bim in this miſe- 
205 place, where his diſeaſe gaining ground, 
ray lay three days in that deplorable condition, 


from which he hath now been reſcued (tho' I 


fear too late) by your humanity and benevo- 
lence.” 


She ſhed a flood of tears at the N of - 


this mournful tale which did not fail to affect the 
whole audience, eſpecially Serafina, who aſſured 
her, that whatever ſhould happen to her hus- 


| band, ſhe might depend upon finding favour and 


protection, provided her conduct ſhould cor- 
reſpond with her profeſſions. While this grate- 
fu] creature kiſſed the hand of her kind be- 
nefaRtreſs,, Fathom | uttered à groan, began 
to, ſtir, in the bed, and with a languid voice 
called upon Elinor, who inſtantly withdrawing 


WW n, preſented the whole e 5 
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his view. He had now retrieved the uſe of his 

ption, by the operation of the bliſters which 

an to torture him ſeverely ; he looked around 
him with amazement and affright, and diftin- 
guithing the three perſons againſt whom the 
chief artows of his ſraud and treachery had been 
levelled, he concluded that he was now artived 
at the land of depatted ſouls, and that the ſhades 
of thoſe whom he had ſo grievouſly injured, 
were come to ſee him tormented according to 
his demerits. 

Fraught with this notion, which was con- 
firmed by the bodily pain which be felt, and 
the appearance of the clergyman and Joſhua 
whom he miſtook for the miniſters of vengeance, 
he cried in a tone replete with horrour, “ Is 
there no mercy then for penitence ! is there no 
pity due to the miſeries J ſuffered upon earth!“ 
ſave me, O bountiful heaven ! from the terrors of 
everlaſting woe; hide me from theſe dreadful 
executioners, whoſe looks are torture : forgive, 
me, generous Caſtilian, O Renaldo! thou had 
once a tender heart. I dare not lift my eyes 
to Serafina] that pattern of human excellence 
who fell a victim to my atrocious guilt; yet, 
her aſpect is all mildneſs and compaſſion. Ha 
are not theſe the drops of pity? yes, they ate 
tears of mercy : they fall like refreſhing ſhowers 
upon my drooping ſoul ! ah murthered inno- 
cence !. wilt thou not intercede for thy betraf 
at the throne of grace!“ 

Here be was interrupted by Melvile, who with | 
a grave and ſolemn air, pronounced, Great 
hath been thy guilt, unhappy Ferdinand, and 
ent have been thy ſufferings, | Vet, we come 
not 
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not to inſolt, but to alleviate thy diſtreſs. Pro- 
vidence hath kindly defeated thy dire intentions, 
which we therefore no forgive and tranſmit to 
oblivion, whether it be thy lot to yield up thy 
ſpirit. immediately, or to ſurvive the dangerous 
malady with which thou art at preſent over- 
whelmed. Suffer not - thyſelf to deſpair; for, 
the mercy of heaven is infinite; and ſubmit to 
the directions of this worthy gentleman who will 
employ his ſkill for thy recovery, while we ſhall 
take care to furniſh thee with neceſlary at- 
tendance-: as too much ſpeaking may be pre- 
judicial to thy health, I diſpenſe with a reply, 
and exhort thee to compoſe thy ſelf to reft.” 
So- ſayings he drew the curtain, and the com- 
pany retired, leaving Fathom intranced with 
Wonder. | 
The: next ſtep which Renaldo took for the 
benefit of this wretched penitent, was to ſend 
for the apothecary with whom he left a ſum 
of money to be expended for the convenience 
of Fathom and his wife; then he laid injunc- 
tions upon the ' phyſician to repeat his viſits; 
and that gentleman, together with the clergyman 
and Joſhua, taking leave of the others till next 
day, the count ſet out with the ladies and his 
father in law, to the houſe where they had lodg- 
ed. the preceding night. 

The reader may well imagine the converſa- 
tion of the evening turned wholly upon the 
ſtrange occurrence of the day, which ſeemed 
to have been concerted by ſupernatural pre- 
ſcience, in order to ſatisfy the vengeance, and 
afford. matter of triumph to the generoſity of 
thoſe who had been ſo grievoully injured by om 
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guilty Fathom. T'bo' not one of them would 


ſay that ſuch a miſcreant ought to live; yet all 
concurred in approving the offices of humanity 
which: had been performed, and even ended 
voured to find ſpecious pretexts for vind icating 
their compaſſion. Don Diego ſaid it would ili 
become a tranſgreffor like him, to with-hold bis 
forgiveneſs from a ſinner who had wrong d 
him: Madame Clement appealed to the appro- 
bation of heaven, which had undoubtedly directed 
them that way, for the purpoſe they had ful-- 
filled: Serafina obſerved that the crimes of the 
delinquent were obliterated by his ſorrow, mi- 
ſery and repentance : Renaldo honeſtly owned 
that, excluſive of other reaſons, he could not 
deny himfelf the luxurious enjoyment ef com- 
municating happineſs to his fellow creatures in 
diſtreſs; and each fervenily prayed that their 
charity might not be diſappointed by the death 
of the object. 9138 3821 

While they amuſed themſelves in theſe diſ- 
cuſſions, Fathom, after having lain ſome hours 
ſilent, in confequence of Renaldo's advice, could 
no longer ſuppreſs the aftoniſkment of his mind, 
but, addrefling himſelf to his wife, O Elinor! 
(ſaid he) my delirium is now paſt: tho' I AM 
remember the phantaſies of my diſtemper'd brain: 
among other reveries, my imagination was re- 
galed with a viſion fo perfect and diſtinét, as 
to emulate truth and reality. Methought eount 
de Melvile, don Diego de Zelos, and the di- 
vine Serafina, the very perſons who are now 
crying before the throne of heaven for venge- 
ance againſt the guilty Fathom, ſtood by my 
bedſide, with looks of pity and forgiveneſs ; = 
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that Renaldo ſpoke peace to my deſpairing ſo! 
I. beard dhe words. diflingtly ; 1 e 
Ar Wer 19 15 e trichelg trom. Se. 
s eyes: 5700 bh utter a, com- 
pafnonate ſigh; $6 4 ould A ctuall ly % eher that 
— were artena) preſent, tad. not, I long 
ago ſeen with my own eyes, the funeral pro- 
ceſon of that young lady whoſe wrongs God 
pardon ;, and were I not convinced that ſuch a 
meeting, could not be effected without the im- 
mediate and miraculous interpoſition of heaven, 
Vet every thing I pow ſee, correſponds with the 
words of Renaldo, which ſtill ſound in my cars. 
When my perception forſook me, I lay in the 
moſt abject miſery, among ſtraw; and thou, 
poor injured, innocence, waſt naked and forlorn. 
Now, I find . myſelf repoſed in a warm caly 
comfortable bed: I ſee around me the marks 
of. buman. charity and care, and the favourable 
change in tby appearance, glads my poor de- 
Fe heart. Say, whence this happy altera- 
tion? Do I really wake from that dream of 
miſery in which we have continued ſo long: 
or do I ſtill utter the extravagant ravings of a 
diſtemper d brain?“ 

Elinor was afraid of imparting at once all 
the particulars of the happy chapge he had un- 
dergone, leſt they might leave a dangerous im- 
preſſion upon his fancy, which was not yet duly 
compoſed: ſhe contented herſelf, therefore, with 
telling him that. he had been obliged. to the hu- 
manity of Wandern and lady, who chanced 
to paſs that way by accident, and, who. under- 
ſtanding his. geplorab le caſe, had furniſhed him 
With the eee which, he now enjoyed 
in 1 2 | the 
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cried) for having defeated the villany of him ⁰ 


add one circumſtance to your charity, and bear 
to that happy couple and the noble don Diego, 
the reſpects and the remorſe ef a ſincere penitent, 
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ſhe then preſented to him, what the doctor had 
directed her to adminiſter, and admoniſhing him 
to commit his head to the pillow, he was fas 
voured with a breathing ſweat, fell faſt afleep; 
and in a few hours waked again altogether cool 
and undifturbed. F 
It was upon this occaſton that his wife ex- 
plained the circumſtances of that viſit which had 
redeemed him from extremity of wretchedneſs | 
and the jaws of death; upon which, he ſtarted | 
up and throwing bimſelf upon his knees, ex- 
claimed, All gracious power ! this was the 
work of thy own bounteous hand ; the voice of 
my ſorrow and repentance hath been heard. Thou 
haſt infpired my benefactois with more than mor- 
tal goodneſs, in my behalf; how ſhall J praiſe 
thy name ! how ſhall I requite their generoſity”! 
OI am bankrupt to both] yet, let me not'periſh 
until I ſhall have convinced them of my refor- 
mation, and ſeen them enjoying that felicity 
which ought to be reſerved for ſnch conſummate 
virtue.“ | 75. 00A 
Next day in the forenoon, he was viſited by 
the phyſician, whom he now recollected to have 
ſeen at the houſe of madame Clement; and | 
aſter having thanked that gentleman for his hu- 1 
manity and care, he earneſtly begged to know 
by what means Serafina had been preſerved. 
When he was ſatisfied in this particular, ard | 
given to underſtand that ſhe was now happy ; 
in the arms of Renaldo, “ Bleſſed be God (he 


ſought to part ſuch lovers. Dear fir, will you 


whom 
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whom their compaſſion, hath raiſed to life. I 
have been ſuch {a traitor to them, that my 
words: deſerve no regard), I will, not therefore 
uſe prafeſſions. ] dare not hope to be admit- 
ted into their preſence, þ/am, ipdeed, med 
to ſee the light of the ſur; how. then could [I 
bear the looks; of that injured ſamily] ah, no 
lat me hide my ſelſ in ſome obſcure retreat, where 
I may werk out my ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling, and pray end to heaven for, their 
Dee, 3 
Tbe phyſician M to repreſent his.con- 
ttition to the count and his lady, and accord- 
ingly -proceeded to their habitation, where he 
repeated theſe, expreſſions, and pronounced his 
patient out of danger: ſo that their thoughts 
ene now employed in concertinpg a Aug for 
— 8 ſubſiſtence, that he might not be ex- 
r to a relapſe in point of mo- 
enaldo being ſtill averſe to any perſonal 
"ors with ſuch a wretch, until he fſhould 
give ſome undoubted proofs of amendment, and 
as yet afraid of intruſting him with any office 
that required integrity, reſolved, with the appro- 
bation of all, preſent, to ſettle him in a cheap 
vountry in the north of England, where he and 
his wife could live comfortably on an annuity of 
ſixty/ pounds, until his behaviour ſhould intitle 
bim to a better proviſion. 
This reſolution was juſt taken, when Joſhua 
| . with a gentleman whom he N to 
don Diego as the ſecretary. of the, Spaniſh am- 
daſlador., After the farſt molly. this ſtran- 
Ser told the Caſtilian, that he waited upon him 
at che deſire of his $ excellencys who would have 
nls! come 
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eome in_'perfon, had be not been confined/by = 
the gout ; then he put into his hand, a letter | 
from the court of Madrid, written by a noble- . 
mim of Diego's acquaintance, who informed him | 
that don Manuel de Mendoza having made away 
with bimfelf by poiſon, in order to avoid the 
diſgrace of a legal conviction, his catholic ma- 
jeſty was now convinced of don Diego's inno- 
cence, and granted him leave to return and g 
take poſleſſion of his honours and eſtate. This | 
information was confirmed by the ſecretary, who N 
aſſured him that the ambaſſador had orders to 
make him acquainted with this favourable de- 
ciſion of the king. The Caſtilian having firſt 
acquitted himſelf in the moſt polite terms to the 
ſecretary and the Jew who, he ſaid, bad always 
been a meſſenger of glad tidings, communt» 
cated his happineſs to the company; and this 
| evening concluded the third day of their re- 
| joieing. x 
; Next morning, don Diego went to viſit the 1 
ambaſſador, accompanied by Joſhua and the 
? ſecretary ; while the phyſician repairing to the 
; habitation of Fathom, ſignified, by Renaldo's l 
A direction, the reſolution which had been taken | 
in his behalf; and the patient no ſooner heard f 


b his doom, than lifting up his hands, he cried, 

a © I am unworthy of ſuch tenderneſs and bene- 
volence: while Elinor ſhed a flood of tears in 

1 ſikence, unable to give utterance to her grateſul 

2 thought: Melvile's bounty having ſo far tran- { 

Y ſcended her moſt ſanguine hope. 1} 

4 The Speniard having paid his devoirs to bis ? | 

D excellency, returned before dinner ; and, in the. j 

b afternoon, deſiring a private conference with Se- i 


rafina, 
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ans, 507 retired Webac tent,” ung 

e,expreſied himſelf to this effect. You bave 
cohtracted, my dear child, an habit of ealFrig 
madame Clement your mother; and ddubt lese, 
by ber maternal tenderneſs and fegard, ſhe bath 
acquired a juſt title to the appellation: yer, 1 
own, 1 would fain ſtrengthen it by a legal claim. 
I no ſooner retrieved my daughter, t than I gave 
ber away to the moſt deſerving youth that ever 
ſighed with love I rejoice in the gift which ſe- 
cured your happineſs: but I left myſelf in a ſoll- 
tary ſituation which even the return of my good 
fortune cannot render eaſy and fuppertable. When 
I reviſit- the caſtle of Zelos, every well ktiown 
object will recal the memory of my Antonia, and 1 
ſhall want a companion to fill her place, and to 
ſympathize with me in that ſorrow” which will be 
derived from my remembtance. Who is there 
ſo. worthy to ſueceed your mother in the affec- 
tion of Don Diego, as ſhe who intereſts her love 
for Serafina, and Teersdles her ſo ſtrongly in every 
virtue of the ſex ? ſimilar attractions will produce 
ſimilar effects. My heart is already attached to 
that good lady; and, provided Serafina ſhall ap- 
prove of my ny 1 will m7 M ge? and for- 
tune at her feet. 
1 The: fair Hantel replied ei en enchenting 


pleaſute ed the progreſs which madame 
Clement had made in his heart; - and that ſhe did 
not believe: there was a perſon! upontearth better 
qualißed to repair the lof& he had faſtatned; tho 
the foreſay one obſtacle to his happiness, *which 
the was afraid would not be eaſily ſurmounted. 
*. You mean,” anſwered the Caſtilian, - „the 
— difference 


c 
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3 
difference of religion, which I : am reſolved to 9 
move by. adopting. the proteſtant Faith ; though 1 
am. fully fatisfied that real goodneſs is of no par- 
ticalar, perſuaſion, and that ſalvation cannot de- 
ad upon belief, over which the will has no in- 
uence I inveſt. you therefore with the charge 
of declaring. my paſſion and propoſal, and im- 
2 you. to, ſatisfy. her ſcruples with regard to 
the religion which I now profeſs ; and which I 
ſhall not, openly relinquiſh, until I ſhall have ſe- 
cured. in this country, effects ſufficient to ſcreen 
me from the ill conſequences of my king's dif- 
pleaſure.” | 
Serafina undertodk this office with vleaſiite; 
Le ſhe had reaſon to. think his addreſſes 
would not be diſagreeable to madame Clement; 
and that ſame night made the count acquainted 
with the nature of her commiſſion. Nor was her 
expectation diſappointed: the French lady, with 
that frankneſs which is peculiar to virtue and 
good breeding, confeſſed that don Diego was not 
indifferent to her choice, and did not heſitate in 
receiving him upon the footing of a lover. As 
we have already dwelt circumſtantially on the 


i een. of love, ſo as perhaps even to have tired 
* rs, we ſhall not repeat the dialogue that 
; oy when the Spaniard was indulged with an 
12 oppoxtunity to explain his ſentiments. Suffice it 
th to obſerye,. that the lady's days of coquetry were 
ne now over, and that ſhe, was too wiſe to trifle with 


lid the time which * moment became more and 
precious. It was agreed then, that don 
Diego ſhould ſettle his affairs i in Spain, and return 
gland, in order to eſpouſe madame Cle- 
ments ich 4 view to fix his region in this 
* 5 | iſland, 
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iſland, where Renaldo'likewiſe propoſed to enjoy 
the ſweets of his fortune; provided he could ne 
hither his intereſts and connex ions. 
Mean while, having for ſome days een his 
bliſs with all the fulneſs of rapture, amidſt this 
ſmall but agreeable ſociety, he ſhiſted the ſcene, 
and conducted his dear partner to a ready furniſh- 
ed houſe in town, which, together with an occa- 
ſional equipage, his friend Joſhua had hired for 
the accommodation of bim and his father-in- 
law, who during his ſtay in England, failed not 
to cultivate the miſtreſs of his heart, with the 
moſt punctual aſſiduity. Hitherto Serafina had 
been as a precious jewel locked up in a caſket, 
which the owner alone has an opportunity to 
contemplate : but now the count, who was proud 
of ſuch a prize, reſolved to let her ſhine forth to 
the admiration of the whole world. With this 
view he beſpoke ſuch ornaments as befitted her 
quality, and while the mantua-makers were em- 
| ployed in her ſervice, made a tour among his 
| former acquaintance, and Wifcharged the obliga- 
tions under which he lay to ſome who bad aſſiſted 
him in his diſtreſs. He did not, however, introduce 
them to his charming Seraſina; becauſe not one 
of them had formerly treated her with that deli- 
cacy. of regard which he thought her due; and 
ſome of them were much mortified at their neg- 
lect, when they ſaw what 2 davpling hgure ſhe 
made in the beau monde. 
She was viſited by the Spaniſh and Imperial 
 ambaſſhdors,” and divers other foreigners of diſ- 
tipction, to whom Melvile had letters of recom- 
mendation: but her firſt public appearance was 
4 1 at the opera, W by madame 


Clement, 
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Clement, the count and don Diego: the enter- 
tainment was already begun, fo that her entrance 
had the greater effect upon the audience, whoſe 
attention was ſoon detached from the perform- 
ande; and rivetted upon this amiable apparition, 
which ſeemed to be ſome' bright being of another 
world dropt from the clouds among them. Then 
did the ſpirit of curiofity play its part: a thouſand: 
whiſpers circulated 3 as many glaſſes were exalt- 


ed to reconnoitre this box of foreigners ; for ſuch 


they concluded them to be from their appearance. 
Every male ſpectator acknowledged Serafina to be 
the paragon of beauty; and every female confeſ- 
ſed, that Melvile was the model of a fine gentle- 
man. The charms of the voung counteſs did 
not efcape the eye and approbation of royalty it- 
ſelf; and when her rank was known, from the 
mformation of the ambaſſadors and other people of 
condition who were ſeen ſaluting her at a diſtance, 
that fame evening a thouſand bumpers were 
ſwallowed in honour of the counteſs de Melvile. 
The fame of her beauty was immediately extend- 
ed over this immenſe metropolis, and different 
{chemes were concerted for bringing her into 
life. '"Fheſe, however, ſhe reſiſted with un- 
wearied obſtinacy. Her ' happineſs centered in 
Renaldo, and the cultivation of a few friends with- 
in the ſhade of domeſtic quiet: ſhe did not even 
forget the concerns of the wretched Fathom and 
his faithful Elinor, who daily enjoyed freſh” in- 
ſtances of her humanity and care: when his fever 
forſdok him, he was ſupplied with nouriſhing 
food for the recovery of his health; and ſoon" as 
he found himſelf in a condition to travel, he gave 
notice to his benefactor, who deſired J 9 ru 
tat. ett 
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ſettle with him the manner in which fie Was to 
receive his allowance, and en traps firſt half 
year's ſalary per advance. 

This affair being adjuſted, and the nee his 
retreat ſignified, the 1 tald Elinor, that ſhe 
might wait upon the counteſs before their depar- 
ture ; and ſhe did not fail to make uſe of this per- 
miſſion. After they had made the neceſſary pre- 
* for their journey, and taken places in the 

ork — Mrs. Fathom, cloathing her- 
ſelf in decent apparel, went to the houſe of count 
Mielvile, and was immediately admitted to the 
- preſence of Serafina, who received her with her 

uſual complacency, enriched her with ſalutary ad- 
vice, comforted her with hope of better things, pro- 
vided her conduct and that of her huſband ſhould 
henceforth be found irreproachable ; and wiſhing 
Her" peace and happineſs, preſented her with a 
box of linen, and twenty guineas in a purſe, 
Such exceſſi ve goodneſs overpowered this ſenſible 
oung woman to ſuch a degree, that ſhe ſtood 
ore her in ſpeechleſs awe and veneration ; and 
the counteſs, in order to relieve her from the con- 
Fuſion under which ſhe ſuffered, quitted the room, 
leaving her to the care of her woman. It was 
not long, however, before her gratitude broke 
out in loud exclamations and a violent paſſion 
of tears, which all. her efforts could not, for a 
od while, overcome. By this time the coach 
ny rains the gate, for the reception ot 
' Serafina, 'who took an airing every day at the 
ſame hour; when Renaldo, leading her to the 
vehicle, beheld a man plainly drefied ſtanding 
1 ine the Gs "_ his head and body bent 
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Mielvile, who ſuppoſed him to be ſome unfor- 

tumate man come to implore his charity, turned 

5 towards him, and afked, with a humane accent, if 

a he wanted to ſpeak with any perſon in the houſe? 

. To this interrogation the ſtranger replied, without 

. lifting up his head, Overwhelmed as I am with 

: count Mevile's generoſity, together with a con- 

- ſciouſne(s of my own unworthinefs, it ill becomes 

t a wretch like me to importune him for further 

e favour 3-yet I could not beat the thought of with- 

drawing (perhaps for ever) from the prefence of 

- my benefactor, without ſolliciting his permiſſion 

- to ſes his face in mercy, to acknowledge my at- 


he rerogpiærd the companion of his infancy and 
youth ; he frmembred the happy ſcenes he bad 
28 enjoyed with Fathom, w hofe voice had always fuch | 
ke an effect yport his car, as to excite the ideas of | 
on friendſhip ant effceetn'; and he was- diſtürbed by | 
this unexpected meeting, which alfo diſcompoſed 
ich the beauteous Sctafma. Renaldo having pauſed a 
N litthe,” * 288 3 * d. | 
the any" thitig to the pitjudice of Fathom, whoſe fu- 
Ars * on F hope, craze the+ttiehtiory 
of His offences; and Hf own other ſtæps F wy | 
take in his favour, Mean while I heartily for- 


- 


ve what” is paſt; and, in token of my finceri- | 
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ty, preſent my hand; which our adventurer 
bathed with his tears. The counteſs, whoſe 
mind was uniſon with her huſband, repeated her 
aſſurances of pardon and protection; at which 
the penitent ;rejoiced in ſilence, while be raiſed 
his head and took a parting view of thoſe charms 
which had formerly enſlayed his heart. 
Having thus obeyed the dictates of his duty and 
inclination, he next morning embarked in the 
ſtage- coach, with his faithful Elinor, and in ſix 
days arrived at the place of his retreat, which he 
tound extremely well adapted to the circumſtances 
of his mind and fortune : for all his vice and am- 
bition was now quite mortified within him, and 
his whole attention engroſſed in atoning for his 
former crimes, by a ſober and penitent life, by 
which alone he could deferve the uncommon ge- 
_ nerolity of his patrons. | 
While he thus accommodated himſelf to his 
new ſyſtem, Renaldo received letters of congra- 
tulation from his ſiſter, who with the major bad 
come to Bruſſels, in order to meet her —_ 
and Serafina, according to his propoſal. . This 
intimation being communicated. to don Diego, 
he reſolved to accompany them to Flanders, in his 
way to Spain. Pr ions. were made for their 
departure 3 the clergyman and phyſician were 
honoured with valuable marks of friendſhip and 
eſteem from the counteſs, Renaldo, and the Cal- 
tilian, who were convoyed to Deal by madame 
Clement, to whom, at parting, don Diego pre- 
eng, adiamond ring, as a pledge of his inviolable 


e. 3 | 
_ Here the travellers hired a veſſel fer Oftend, 
- Which they reached in a few hours; in;ewo days 
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more they arrived at Bruſſels, where mrs. Farrel 
and her huſband were ſtruck with admiration at 
the ſurprizing beauty and accompliſhment of their 
ſiſter· in- law, whom they careſſed with equal ten- 
derneis and joy.— In a word, all parties were as 
happy as good fortune could make them; and 
don Diego ſet out for Spain, after they had 


agreed to reſide in the Low Countries till his 
return, | : | 
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